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BYNOPSIS

CHAPTER 1.—To u gathering of snar-
chints in Harking, London wuburb, Zaboleff,
forvign agitator, tells of the operstions of
a body of men who have betome a menude
to their getivities, He s interrupted by
the men he s deseribing (the Black Gang),
who break up the moeting, sentencing some
of the particlpants to condign punisheent
andd earrying sway others, A memorandum
found on Zabolef wives kn sddreds in Hox-
ton, London, which the lendor of the ate
tacking party eonalders of importance,

CHAPTER 11.—8ir Bryan Johnetong, di-
rector af criminal investigation, hears from
Inspector Melver, sent to arrest Zubolef!
the night before, of his discomiiture, He
had been aelzed and chloroformed and hiy
raid frustrated. Hugh Deommod, man of
Iwisure wnd old feiend of Johnstone's wr-
rives and tolls of weeing the dnapers pnd
thelr victimn. He becomes an unpaid agent
of the police, to be under the dirvetbon of
Melver, and tokes up his duties at onee,

CHAPTER 1IL

In Which n Bomb Bursts at Unpleas-
antly Close Quarters,

UMBER 5, Greon strowt, Hoxton,
N wag not n prepodovssing ubode,

A notiee on oue of the dingy
downstairs windows snnounced that
Mr., William Atkinson was prepared
to advance money on suitable scour
ity: ® visit during business hours ro-
veuled that this was no mere than the
truth.

The second and thivd floors were
apparently occupled by the staff,
which seemed unduly lurge considor
ing the locality of his businows, Hox.

ton Is hardly in that puart of London
where large sumg of moncy might be
expected to chahge hands, nund yet
there wax no doubt that Mr. Willinm
Atkingon's «tdaff wus both large nnd
busy. 8o busy, indeed wore his
elerks that frequently ten anid ¢leven
o'elock at night found them still
working hard, though aetual business
of the day downstuirs coneluded at
six o'elock—eight, Saturdoys

It wni just hefore closing time on
the day after the stranjge afair down
at Barking that a Inrge, unkempt-look
ing individunl presented himself nt
Mr, Atkinson's office. His most pross-
ing noed would have seemod to the
cnsunl obgerver to bs soap and water,
but his appesrance apparently exeit-
ed no wurprize in the asxistant down-
stuirs. Posmibly Hoxton ia tolerant
of such trifles

The elork—n pale, mamemic-iooking
man with nan unhealthy skin

and n

hook mnose—roge wearily from ];.-ai_,\ long ta

rest

“What do you want?" he demanded
morosely.

“Wot d'yor think!"
other, “Cat's meat?”

The clerk recoiled, and the blood
mounted angrily to his sallow face,

“Don't you use that tone with me,
my man,” be said angrily. “1'd have
you to know that this is my office.”

“Yus," answered the other. '
ap it's your nose sitting there like
lump o putty onte s swet pudding.
And if I ‘ave any o' your lip, I'Hl pull
it off—see, Throw it outside, 1 will,
nnd you after it—you parboiled lump
of bad tripe. Nah then—business”
With & blow thut shook the offies he
thumped the dosk with & huge fist, “1
min't got no time to waste—even if
you 'ave, vy

retorted the

nme

"Ow mueh”

He threw a pair of thick, hobnalled
boots onto the counter, and atood
glaring at the other.

“Two bob,"” anid the clerk indiifer-
ently, throwing down a coin nnd pick
ing up the boots,

Wiwo bob!"” eried the other winth
fully. "Two bob, you miserable
sheeny.” For n moment two. he
spluttered Inarticulately n
wis beyond him; then his huge e
shot out and gripped the elerk by the
ecollnr. “Think ngain, Archibuld,” he
continied quietly, "“think aguin and
think better,

But the wssistant, ns might be ox
pueted in one of Wis enlling, was pro
pured for emergencies of % mort.
Very gently his vight hand slid along
the eounter towhrd n eonceniod eloc-
trie bell which ecommuniented with
the staff upstiies. It falfilled several
purpose, thit bells it acted @8 n enll
for help or as & warning, and acceord-
ing to the number of times it was
pressed, the urgency of the mnatter
could be interproted hy those who
hoard it Just now the clerk deeid-
ol that two rings would moeet the
ense: he disliked the appearance of
the large wnd angry min in whose
grip he felt absolutely powerlens, and
he folt he would like help—very ur-
genty, And so it was perhaps n Httle
unfortunate for him that he should
hive wllowed ‘an ugly little smirk to
adorn his lips a second or two be-
fors his hoand found the hell.  The
man facing him across the counter
siw that wmivk and lost his temper in
enrfiost. With n grunt of ruge he hit
the other square hofweet the eyes,
and the elerk collapsed in n huddled
Henp bohind the counter with the bell
wtill unrung.

For n few momonts the big man
stood motionless, lstening intently.
Then, with nn agility romirkihle i
ane #o big, he vaulted the eounter
and inwpected the recumbent assidss
ant with o professional eye, A fuint
grin aprond over his {nee ns he noted
that, gentleman's conditipn, but after
that he wasted no tme,  So quiekly
and methodienlly In faet did he He
about things, that it seemed o IF
the whola performance must hive
been eut and dreipd bulorehind, eved
to tho temporary indinposition of the

if spesch

[

elerk, In hull o minote the latter
wans bound anid gogged and under the
ecounter. Beside him the big man
plaoed the pair of boots, attached to
which was o pieee of puper which
le took from his pocket. On it was
serawled in on illiterate hund:

“Huve took o fare price for the
boots, yur wwing" Then quite de-
Iiberntely the bhig man foreed the till
und removed some money, after which
he on mory examined the unecoen-
seious man under the counter.

“Without o hiteh;” he muttered,
“Absolutely according to Cocker: Now,
old lad of the yilluge, welcome (o
thie second Iem on the progream, That
must be the door 1 want'

He oponed it cautiously, ond the
subdued hom of wvoices from above
enme o little louder to his ears. Then
like w shadow he vanishod into the

somi-darkness of the house upstuirs.
. % g T E

It was undoubtedly n house of wur-
prises, wax Number &, Green stroet |
A wtrunger pussing through the dingy
office of the ground fMoor where Mr
Atkinson's ns=istont was wont to st
ut the receipt of custom, and then ma-

i the stuirn to the first story
found it hard do believe
that he wan in the same house, But
then, strangérn were not encournged
to do anything of the sort.

There was & door at the top of the

flight of stalrs, and it wos st this
door that the metamorphosis took
place. On one side of it the stairs|
ran coarpetless and none teo elesn
to the ound Hunr. on the other
side the pleture chunged. A wide
paasiige with rooms leading out of it
from either side confronted the ex-
plorer—i puss wiich was efficlent-
Iy iHuming with electrie lights

hung from the celling, and the flosr

of which wns covered with a good
pluin enrpet.  Along the walls mn
rows of bookshelves stretehing, suve
for the gaps st the doors, us far as

v partition which elosed the further
end of the passnge In thiz part-
tion was another door, and beyond
this second door the pnssage contine

wed' to w4 window tightly shuttered
and bolted. From this eontinuation
only one rpom led off—n room which
would Heve mode the explorer rub
hin eyes in surprisd. It was richly
ilmost luxuriously furnished, In
the center stood a big roll top desk,
while seattored ahout were séveral
chhirs upl terod in green lenther.
filled one side of the

room: n table coverod with every
imiginbile wapaper. A huge safc

flush with the wall oecupied the other
ide, while the window,
outslde, was nslmost

like the one
hermetienlly
There wis u lreploce in the
corner but there was no sign of nny
lit. or of any pre-
parationy for lighting one, Two glec
attnehod by long lengths
of flex to plugs in the wall, ¢
prised the b NEERDEEmM LS,
while o big centrnl Hght and a half-
nedozen movible ones iluminated ev-
ery corper of the room.

aosiod
fhire having been

tric hester

In hlasful ignerance of the sad|
plight of the elork below, two men
woere sitting in this room, deep in

conversation.  In a chaip deawn up
elpse to the desk wns no less n per-
than Charles Latter, M. P, and
it wia he who was doing most of the
talking. Buat it other man
who rivelod attention: mun who

wis the

the

presumebly was Mr. Atkinkon him-
solf.

At first he secmed o be aMictod
with an  slwmogt phenomenal  stoop,

aml Lo wos only when one gol nearer
thut they rewss wur clenr, The man
hunehback, and the effeet it
gpuve won that of a hoge bird of prey.

was i

Unlike most hunchbucks, his legs
were of normal length, d as he
st motlonless in his chair. & 'hand

on each knee, storing with anwinking
eyes at his talkitive eompanion, there

was something menacing and nn|:1:|v|
eable in his appearanee. Hia hair|
wias grny: his Tepturis stern and

Lied: while Wi mouth reminded one
of o stewl trap, Butb it was his eycs
thitt domirnted everything—griy-blue
nnd soomod oble to
probe one's Innermost soul, A mun
to whom it would be unwise to lie-
o mon utterly. unserupulous in him-
wolf, who would yvet punish double-
denling in those who worked for him
with moerciless soverity. A dangers
ous man

"e you

plereing, they

the

went o police, My,
Lotter,” ho remarked suavely. “And
what had our friend Sie Bryan John-
wtone to way on the matter?"

AL festy connty he didn’c say mueh,
In fact he eally anid very little all

through. But once ho looked ot the
note  his  whole manner ehoanged.
There woe something about the note
whiehf intorested him."

“lat me see (4" gald the eount,
holding out hisg hand ‘

YL left it with Sir Bryan” an-
awored the othor, “He asked meo to
let him koeep it And he promised

that 1 should ba all right.”

The epunt’s lip eurled.

“1t would take more than Bir Dry-
an Johnstone's promise, Mro Latter,
to insure your sufety, Do vou Know
whom' that note wax from?"

“1 thought, eount,” snid the other
n Little tremulously—"1 thought it
might be from this mysterious Plack
Gang  thit Henrd rumors
nhout”

one haw

[ Ivor

"It was," replied the count tersely.
“Henvens!™  stummered Lutter.
“Then it's true; they exist,”

“In the last month,” answered the
hunchback, staring fixedly st his
frightened compunion, “nearly twen-
ty of our most useful men have dis-
appenred. Thoy have simply vanish-
ed inte thin wsir. | know, no mat-
ter how, that it is not the police;
the police nre as mystified o we are,
But the police, Mr. Latter, whatever
viewns thiy may tanke officially are in
ull probability unofficinlly very glad
of our friends' disappearance. At
uny rate until togight.”

“What do you mean?" asked the
other.

“Last night the poliee were halked

of thelr prey, and Melver doesn't
like being balked. You know Za-
bolefl was aent over?l

“Yes, of course. inat is one of

the ressons | eame onround tonight.
Have you seen him?”

“1. hitve not,” answered the count

grimly, “The police found out he
was coming.”
Mr. Lutter's faee blunched; the

theught of Zabolefl in eustody didn't
appeal to him, It may be mentioned
thut hin feelings were purely rclfish
Zobolefll knew too much,
But the eount was speaking again.

A fuint sneer was in his loce; he
had read the other’s mind like an
open  book.

“And’ 50" he continued, *did the

Black Gang. They removed Zaboloff
and our friend Waldock from under
tho very noses of the palice, and, like
the twenty others, they have disap-
penred.”

“My G—d!" There was ne doubt
now about Mr, Latter's stato of
mind. “And now they've throatencd

me,"

“And now they've threatened you,"
agreed the eount. “And you, 1 am
glad to say, have done exactly what

1 should have told you to do, had
| sven you seoner, You have gone
to the [ Fied

“But * stammered Latter, “the
police wery no good to Zabolefl last
night,”

“And it is quite possible,” retuin-
ed the other calmly, “that they will
be equally futile in your ease. Can-
didly, Mr. Latter, I am cbmpletely
indifferent on the subject of your fu-
ture. Ygqu have served odr purpoge,
and alt t"...’. matters i that you hap-
pen to be the bone over which the
dogs are going to fight., Until last
night the dogs Hadn't met—ofMeinlly;
and in the recontre lust night, the
police dog, unless [ am greatly mis-
tukon, was eaught by surprise, Me-
doesn't lot that huppen twice.
In your euso he'll he ready, With
luck this cursed Blsek Gang, who are
infinitely mors s nulsancy to me than
the police have been or ever will be,
will get bitten badiy.”

Mr, Latter was breathing heavily.

“HBut what do you want me to do,
count?”

UNothlng dt

nll, ‘except what you

s going to do normally,” sngwer-
d the other.
“Hulle! What's up?"”
From a llitle eleetric bell at his

elhow cume four shrill rings, repeat-
ed pgain and Again.

The caunt rose, and with system-
atic thoroughniss swept every picee
of paper off the! desk inte hie pocket
Then ke shut down the top and
locked (t, while the bell, a little muf-
Ao, still rang inside

"What's the fool doing?” he eried
angrily, stepping over to the big
aufe into the wall, while Latter,
hia face white and terrified, follow-
il wt his side. And then abroptly the
bell stopped.

Very doliberately the ¢ount press-
ud two conconled knoby, so sunk into
the wall nx to be invisibie to & strang-
or, and the door of the safe swung
open, And only then was it obvious
thut the mife wan was not a safe,
but o second exit leading to a flight
of stwire. For n moment or two he
astood motionless, listening intently,
while Latier fidgeted nt his side. One
hand was on o magter switch which
controlled all the lighta,, the other
on & kpob ingide the second passage
which, when torned, would close the

great steel door noiseinssly behind
them.
He s frowning sngrily, but grad-

he frown wus replaced by a
ook of puzzled surprise. Four rings
from the shop belpw was the recog-
nized signal for urgent danger, and
evorybody's plan of action was cut
and dried for such an emergency. In
the other rooms every book and pa-
per in the slightest degree inerimin-
ating were hurried pell-mell into se-
eret recesses in the floor which had
been specially constructed under ev-
ory talile, In their place appenred
hooks carefully and very skillfully
fnked, purporting to record the bus-
transnctions of Mr. Willlum
Atkingon.

In the

inega

big room at the ond the

procedure  whs oven simpler.  The

NEW HANDY PACK

Fits hand ~.
pocket and purse

More for your money
and the best Peppermint

Chewing Sweet for any money
Look for Wrigley’s P. K. Handy Pack

' nﬂﬂud«’lcw m'

coumt merely passed through the safe | peeking through the

ed rupid ]
vate boit-hole, leaving everything in| Mr
|pted. He wa

door and vanished through his pri-

darkness. And should Inconvenient
vigitors ask inconvenil mt queations
—woll, it wes Mr, Atkinson's prieate
office, and n vdry nice office, too,
though at the moment he was away. |

Thus the procedure was simple and
wound; but on this occasion wsomo-
thing seemed to have gonec wrong.

Instead of the industsi us silence of | Interruption,
lenr und distinet,

elorks working overtime on affuirs |c
of finsneinl import, 8 perfeet babel |t
of voices beeame audible in the pas-
soge. And then there came an agi-
tated knocking on the door.

“Who in it eried the count sharp- |
ly. It may be mentioned that even
the most influential mémbers of his
wtaff knew better than to come into
the poom without proviously obtain- |
ing perminsion,

heeoming unbec

open

whils

ym
Latter

#d the scena

Oy

he hoot of

door, melt
from his chair
ascin-

remminded of & bird s

Lattour's

futile ¢Murts; soma gee the

it and some don't. Mr. Letier didn'e:
became ful. And a

thing.

ahatit

spl gniteful

nid | chward 18 B nusty

It was just

Caunt

time
Zadowa It
& friend's houze, und
- | he ladies ha sund him
gitt unchhack wi
He wa

! ‘much;

met

dinner at

g nexi
the strange, |

anid we

fing

he would

and had resched 2 certain and defin-
ite decision. In faet, looking back on
the past few monthe, Mr. Lutter was
actolint as to how thingy
Had
taod for par-
the old haeck-

within

spent pasa,
told
t, Miunting all
forinulne, that

two

heen amazed had he
# | been told t wit ten minutes
| this ehurming foreigner had réad hi
t|oupleasan ¢ mind like a book,

humor of

“It's me, sir—Cohen,” came sn agl. [ surprie he mude no movement, and | yeurs he would be seécretly engagell
tated voice from outside, rlging fiom his chair he, too, pedred |in red-hot Communist work, he would

For a moment the count paused; | tound the corner alang pacdnge, | have laughed the ides to sdorn, An-|
then with o turn of the kneh he|only to t n aecond |archy, too; a nasty word, but the
closed the safe door silently. With |or two b fesling slek m.r.',nly one that f the bamb out-
an imperious hand he waved Lat- in hisa soul, and o sudden dryness in |rage In Manchester, which he ‘had
ter to & chair, and reswmed his the throat, For twenty yards sway, |himself organized. Sometimes in the
former position st the desk. framed in the doorway it the head of | night, he used to wake and lie swaat-

“Come in,” he snapped, the stuirs leading down to the ‘fee|ing as hé thought of that epls 5

It was ‘n strange and unwholesome below, he had o huge, motionless And gredually it had become worse
objoct that obeyed the arder, and |fgure. For o pereeptible timo ho hnd |nnd worse. Little by 1ittle the charm-
this eount sat buek In his elair. stared ot it, and it hnd soemed to [ing Count Zadows, realizing that Mr.

“What the devil have you heen|stare it him. Then t doer had |Latter posxessed just those gifts
doing?" shuty and on the other aide key | which he could utilizo to advantage,
A puir of rich blue-blnek eyon, and hud turned. And the figure had beon | had cen to be eharming, Thare
& nose from which tsaces of blood draped from heuwd to foot in < were m udvantages in having a

still tricklad, had not improved the
genernl appearance of the assistant
downstairs. In one hand ho earried
s puir of hobnail boots, in the othar |t
a piece of paper, and he brandished
them nlternately while a floud of in-
coherent frengy busst from his lips.

For m minute or two ths count

prise gave way to one of black anger.

“Am I to understand, you wretched
little worm,”" he spavled, “that you
guve the urgeney danger signal, not
onee, but half a dozen times merely

than

fos unt
utterly
way he «
power, but,
listened, until his firet look of sur- | he

that
work for it, Hq

wanted vasy results,
lnsting results i% not
Latter gradually

r was unmoral

wils u

Charles Lu
imm
cownrd

jonal

gh in
diztinet
f

many r

wis #ble, he

netor—the
hated

espentisl

ensy,

beenuse n man hit you over the|pability for mal

nose ™ covered with a véncer o
“But he knocked me silly, sir ls an und

quavered the other. *“And when I|which hns to

came 1o, and naw the boots lying
beside me and the till opened, 1 kind
of lost my head, 1 didn't know what
had happened, sir—and 1 thought 1'd

ble.” "

He retreated a step or two townrd
the door, terrificd out of his wits by | L
the look of diaboliek]l fury in the
hunehback's eyex, Three or four|d

by the
time went on,
duy when |
pariinment
better ring the bell—in case of trou- | L

realization wa
u hix souol. It i
comes to many
(ferent ways,
clerks, who had been surreptiticusly |ed

men wi

And

i been
Into the

myell for

estter ronli

as=—a thing of

as gnll an

i renl
men and it
Sume becom
now

some make hnd even

conit

iking

work:
And to abtiin
Mr
A ca-

speeches

I eleverno:s
the vilua of
nigety
s0 n
the époch-mauking
returned to
past,
what

My,
he
no gecount. And li-u-lm'iy in education for men, Wodnes- |
d wormwood | diy.
stion t\-hiﬂ-_h{r. Ward is a junior in voeational
edueation and o member of Phi Deltu |
romign. | Thetn soeinl fraterhity.

more

wkes them

member of parlinment ss chief lis-
won officer,

eeipt speeified the »
An unpleasant docums

rendered.
in view of

ico
£

¢ to |the fact that his principsl supporters
he |0 his eonstituency were conl-owners.

And after that the descent had been
rapid.

(To Be Continthd.)

Lexington_ Student Is

Oregon Agrieultural College, Cor-
vallix, Jun, 9—Dallas C.
Lexington was initinted into Kappa
Phi Delta, Toeal professionsl frater-

Six other men were initinted.

Research in edueation ix one of

Initiated in Fraternity

Ward of

There hsd been that first small
slip when he signed & recsipt for!
| money paid him to addréss a reve-
lutionary m ng in South Wales|
during the ¢ strike. And the re-

the activities sponsared by the Tra-

Interest In ¢ducation, high
sehularship, lendership, character,
professional ability, and 12 eredits in

ternity

sdueution are requirements for mem-
serahip.

One, two or three furnished and
khented rooms for remt. Bee C, A,

Miner
WANTED—To rent ranch in Morrow
county; prefer near Heppner. Laur-

ence E. Reaney, Lexington, Oregon.
—

COME IN
WHEN YOU'RE |
HUNGRY

no matter what time
of day it is.

Short Orders and Chi-
nese Noodles at
all hours.

|
Special 35¢ Merchants
Lunch 11 a. m.-4 p. m.

ELKHORN
RESTAURANT

ED CHINN, Prop.

THE SUREST WAY TO WIN SUCCESS IS TO DESERVE IT

teadfast, unfailing

;

quali

has earned for Chesterfield the
confidence of men everywhere

Vicoerr & Myees Tonacen Co.




