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THE HEPPNER TIMES

Field Marshal von Waldersee 1is
dead.

The honse has passed the Indian ap-
propriation bill.

Dreyfus has won an appeal for a
revision of his case,

The United States will not grant
the Guam-Japan cable concession.

Odell will not accept the chairman-
ghip of the National Republican com-
mittee,

Eastern miners refuse to accept a
reduction in wages and a strike Is
probable.

Senator Nelson declares American
interests demand she prevént the dis-
memberment of China,

Troops have been sent from Viadi-
vostok to meet the Japanese ad-
vanceé from the south.

President Smith, of the Mormon
church, says congress is prying into
his domestic affairs without right.

Britain beliéves the only diplomatic
danger lies in a continental protest
against the Japanese-Corean treaty.

Japan has again addressed the pow-
ers in reply to the Russian conten-
tion that she violated rules of war.

An earthquake in New Mexico did
much damage to property.

Russia welcomes what it terms the
change in American sentiment.

Advices from Port Arthur say the
Japanese are again bombarding that
place.

‘t'he body of a mastodon in a good
state of preservation has been found
pear Dawson.

Japan has completed the landing of
a great force in Corea, and & forward
movement Is expected soon.

President Smith, in the Smoot trial,
says Mormons will defend plural mar-
riages if an attack is made.

The Japanese fleet has allowed a
number of colliers to proceed to Vladi-
vostok, expecting to seize the fuel and
supplies when it takea that port

A biu has been introduced to allow
the Northern Pacific to sell lands
along the right of way and quiet title
to tracts in Portland and other West-
ern cities,

The Great Northern and Northern
Pacific railways have agreed to offer

homeseekers excursion rates during

March snd April. The
::en and return will

The flood situation on the Oklo river
at Toledo is serious.

King Edward is confined to his room
on account of {llness,

Senator Hale thinks the navy is ask-
ing for too many new ships.

General Kouropatkin  will
Mukden hls headquarters.

Chief of engineers recommeends
against the extension of the Grays
Harbor jetty.

A high Russian official says the ab-
andonment of Port Arthur would be
disastroug to Russia.

Ex-President Cleveland denles that
he eéver had a Negro as his guest at
luncheon, as reported.

rate to the
be one fare, plus

make

Japanes refuges declare they were
treated In & terrible manner by Rus-
slans at Port Arthur.

A manianc ran amuck in the war de
partment office, shooting one man &nd
firing at other clerks.

Fearing the aspproach of a Japa-
nese fleet, Russslans and noncombat-
ants at Yinkow are preparing to re
tire,

Secretary Shaw has called on the
national banks for $30,000.900 of gov-
ernment deposits to be applied on the
price of the Panama canal.

Senator Fulton has Introdoced &
hill strengthening the present salmob
fishing law so as to further
fishing and extend the closed season

restricot

Corea now fears her fate Is menled
no matter which way the war goes
Japanese stafl leaves for Corea, and

troops are expected to
once,

advance at

General
elected
Hanna,

Charles Dick
o succeed the late

har been
Benator

Premler Balfour effectively used the
WAr as an argument for a greater Brit
ish navy,

The Frye shipping bill appears sure
of modification as requested by Ore
gon senators,

The senate has passed a bill limit.
Ing carrying of government supplies
to American ships,

Ambassador Cassinl blames the sen
pational press of America for feeling
aganlat this country in Rusaia

The house commities
reported a resolution for Cortelyou to
inquireg Into the workings of the bhoeef
trust,

Repre=entative Willlamson made n
half kOwur speech In the bouse in the
interost of a liberal appropriation for
the 195056 falr.

Japun has replled to the Russian
contention that she violated lawg of
noutrality and throws blama for war
entirely upon the Crar

Secrotary of State Hay s agalp 1
with the grip

Port Arthur forts are rutning short
of ammunition.

Interlor department officials  wpor
fously object lo Roosevell's new for-
ost resarve onder,

Russin will conslder the granting of
oable concesslon® by America as a
breach of neutrality,

s o

han favorably |

SHELL THE CITY,

Japanese Fleet of Seven Vessels Bom-
bard Viadivestok.

Viadivostok, March §—A fleet of
five Japanese battleships and two
cruisers appeared off this place at
1:25 o'clock this afternoon and bom-
barded the town and shore batteries
for 65 minutes.

The fleet approached from the di-
rection of Askold Island, at the east
entrance to Ussurl Bay, and about
82 miles southeast of Viadivostok.
Entering Ussurl Bay, the enemy
formed a line of battle, but did not
approach to a closer range than a
mile and onethird. They directed
their fire against the shore batteries
and the town, but no damage resulted,
as most of their 200 lyddite shells
failed to burst.

The Rugsian batteries, commanded
by Generals Vernotez and Artamonoff,
did not reply, awalting a closer ap-
proach of the enemy.

The Japanese fire ceased at 2:80 p.
m.. and the enemy retired in the di-
rection of Askold Island. Simultan
ecously two torpedo-boat destroyers
appeared near Askold Island and two
more near Cape Maidel, The Japan-
ese ships were covered with lee.

The attack resulted in no loss to
the Russians, but cost the Japanese
200,000 rubles ($100,000) in ammuni-
tion. Most of the projectiles were six
and 12-inch shells,

The population of Viadivostok was
warned this morning of the presence
on the horizon of a hostile fleet and
the prospect of an attack during the
day, but it remained tranquil.

TO OPEN BIG TRACT.

Congress Is Asked to Allow Settlers
on Yakima Lands.

Washington, March 8—Representa-
tive Jones today introduced a bill
opening to settlement about 1,000000
acres of unallotted lands of the Yak-
ima Indian reservation. Having the
asssurance of the support of the inter
jor department he hopes to secure the
passage of this bill at the present ses-
glon,

The bill authorjzes the secretary of
the interior to classify and appralse
the unallotted lands of the reserva-
tion. Irrizable and grazing lands are
there to be thrown open under the
homestead law, while timber lands
will be =zold under sealed bids after
due advertisement., Mineral lands
will be disposed of under the mineral
laws and arid land under the desert
act,

In addition to complying with the
reonirement of the land laws, settlers
will be required to pay the appraised
value of the lands they acguire. The
bill recognizes the claim of the Yak-
ima Indians to the disputed tract of
800,000 acres lying west of their pres
ent reservation and east of the sum-
mit of the mountains. The secretary
is authorized to make allotments to
those Indiang on the reservation who
have not yvet received lands, and Is
also authorized to set apart tracts of
grazing and timber lands for the ben-
efit of the irfbe.

FIRE LOSS

GROWS,

Blaze at $500,000.
Oklahoma City, Okla.,

ie fire and the financial loss by
fire and gale is estimated at $500,000.

both fire and wind Indicate that the
first estimate was too low

tles in the Southwest. The total
losses from fire and storm can as yet
only be estimated, but it Is the gener-
al opinion that they will reach $500c
000,

Scores of persons are suffering
from burns and broken limbs. The
area from which reports of damage by
wind come cover a hundred miles
gquare and means of communication
over the district are meager. This
difficulty Is increased by the fact that
poleg are burned and wires blown
down.

The lttle town of Francis was des-
troyed by fire, but no particulars are
given.

Three residences at Snyder were de-
moiished, pnd seven persons were in
jured. none, It Is belleved, fatally

At Mount Park. several houses were
demolished, and half a dozen persons
wore | nope, serlously. A strip

injured
|six miles wide and nine miles long
| burned 20 miles south of Hobart. The
loes In the Klows Fountry will excesd
$1540 0606

Czar Will Replace Vessels Lost.
Parin, Marct The
marning published 5 St
{dispatch waying that a member of the

5 Figaro ti

Poforstmre

committes on the Increase of the
navy has declared that §7.500.000 has
thug fnr heen snbeeribhed to this end
Count Orioff Duvidoff has telegrmaphod
from Rome that he has placed §1 500

0040 at the disposition of the commit
| (0

The Czar, the correspondent contin
ves, has declded to rebulld the Rus-
clan crulser Varlag and the
ginboat Korletz, which wore
ed at Chemulpo of hix
purse

dentroy

out private

Lighthouse Tender Needed.

Warhington, March §,—The Becre
ttary of commerce and labor today
rommended to congresa that an ap
nroprintion of 2150000 be Immedinte
{1 made for the constraction of & new
| lehthouse tender for the Thirteenth
He siates hat

now assigned to that
miltable only Aluwl
and whould pormanont)s
in Northern CTYI0R A
staunch seagoing vessal In neaded off
the Washington and Oresy

e

_T.!u,h!h-m-e
1the Manzanita
dintriet. s

Aptriet
fovr n
wirvice

utatloned

(I8

N CO6NEER
Russia Wanta Amaerican Apparatus.

New York Merch 8,<A rush order
hnae been placed with an Ameriean
firm for apparatus used in  conling
warships at nea, It Is expected that
the 45 Russinn vessels In  home
watersn will be In position by June 1o
proceed, If necossary, o' Far Eastern
siations, taking with them the Amer
fean Invention which will enable (he
war vomsels o procesd without ron
ning afoul of the regulations at new
tral ports regarding coal.

the |all the members

torpedo |

ENTRANCE CLOSED

PORT ARTHUR IS NOW BLOCKED TO
Bid VESSELS,

Battieablp 1s In the Way—Ouly Small
Crulsers Can Oo Onut—Japan Foresaw
Posaibllity of Coal Belng HMHeld Con-
traband of War and Has Immense
Supply on Hand.

London, March 7.—Little change in
the Far Eastern situation ls reported
this mornlng. It Is apparent that the
Japanese are busily engaged in trans-
portimg their forces into Corea, and
this work is facilitated by the enforc-
ed inactivity of the navy.

According to the Sebastopool cor
respondent of the Dally Graphie, Ad-
miral Skrydioff has learned privately
from Port Arthur that the Russlan
battleship Retzivan lies In such & po-
sition as to block effectunlly the exit
of battleships from the harbor, the
passage being practically only the
ecrulgers. The correspondent adds that
Russia’s new battleships now building
on the Baltic will not be ready for ac-
tive commission before the end of Au-
gust,

The Japanese oficer who has charge
of Japan's financial and commercial in-
terests in England declares that the
government foresaw the possibility of
coal being declared contraband of war,
and that it had been collecting large
stores of Welsh steam coal for yehrs,
s0 that today it had a supply suffici
ent for the navy for years to come

According to a Toklo correspondent
of the Standard, the Mikado has sent
a personal message to the Emperor of

declared solely with the Ivtw to se-
curing permanent peace, and express-
ing the sincere wish that the recently

would increase the
two countries.

On the strength of a statement made
by a missionary, the Shanghi corres-
pondent of the Dally Chronicle sends
in a doubtful report that 28 Japanese
sailors have landed at Tengehau, west
of Cheefoo, saying their vessel had
sunk as the result of an engagement
with Russian warships, which also
went down. No Ruslan were saved,
but 200 Japanese were rescued by
Chinese junks, This action is report-
ed to have occurred between Port Ar-
thor and Miao In Laothieshau chan-
| nel,

intimacy of the

GO TO PANAMA.

Canal Commissioner Called to Wash-
ington for Conference.
Washington, March 7.—Admiral

Walker, chalrman of the Isthmian ca-
nal commission, had a conference to-

day with the President relating to
cann] affairs, At the conclusion of the
conference Admiral Walker said he
had advised the commission by tele-

Oklahoma Now Puts Cost of Prairie |graph to come to Washington at thelr

earllest convenience, He sald he ex:

March T.— |pected the commlsslion would sall for
Three persons perished in the prnlr—l

the isthmus on March If, however,
could not arrange
thelr affalirs so as to leave at that time

a0

Further reports of property loss by |the commision would leave a week

| later,
The dam- |
age by wind extends over seven coun- | unusual

It Is sald the President adopted nn
procedure in specifileally
naming In the list of nominations Ad-
mirnl Walker as chalrman of the
commission, as it is usunl to leave the
gelection of chalrman to the commis-
|ston. But there were slight signs of
friction, it Is sald, which impelled the
President to prevent any contest in
|the commission by naming the chalr
man himself.
« Rear-Admiral Rixey, Surgeon-Gen
eral of the Navy, 18 golng to Panama
|to make an insepction of the sanitary
conditiong on tne isthmus. No date
||':au been set for hig departure, but he
{will have a conference with Rear-Ad-
imirnl Walker before working out the
| detalls of his trip.
! The health of marines and of the of
| ficers and man on the ships on duty in

fsthmian waters comes under the
charge or Rear-Admiral Rizxey, and
he will make a careful Investigation

of the sites gelected for « -.m;[-:«. and on

GALE DRIVES FIRE,

Prairie Fre Sweeps Over Oklahoma
With Great Damage.

Lawton, Okla., March 5.—Driven by
a terrific gale from the north, which
at times reached the wvelocity of 90
miels an hour, a prairie fire awept
over thousands of acres of Klowa and
Comanche counties last night, destroy
ing hundreds of farm bulldings and
much llve atock, made 1000 persons
homeless, caused the death of several
persons, threatened o number of
towns and swept away scores of bulld-
ings In the outskirts of towna,

The lossea from wind and fire re-
ported to date follow: Hobart, $4000;
Vinson, $8000; Lawton, $10,000; small
country towns, aggregate, $50,000;
furm property, $100,000,

The country was very dry, no raln
having fallen for months., Grass and
stubble fires get by farmers, ag I8 cus-
tomary at thig season of the year,
were soon driven beyond control by
the gnle, which rose suddenly.

All estimates of the lossa exceed
$200,000. At Hobart, the county seat
of Klowa county, the fire destroyed
numerous outlying buildings, The 76
(000 acres of Government military and
timber and Indian reserve near Ho-
bart were gswept witly logs of buildings
and cattle,

In the Homestead district pear Law-
ton, occurred the loss of life.

Late at night the fire began moving
southward toward the city. At 12
o'clock, midnight, 5000 people of this
city were up in battle with the flames,
The advance line of the fire was fully
two miles in length and moved in a
gemicirenlar form.

Two thousand men turned their ef-
forts to checking the grass borders of
the reservation at the city lHmits
Water from every source, carrled In
every concelvable way, was distributed
along the line and carled all around
the city limits. Thia served the pur
pose of checking the advance lines of
the fire, but was of little avall in

Corea assuriug him that the war was |

concluded Japanese Corean protocol |houses,

hindering the continued rolling of the
firebrandg into the streets of the clty.
In more than a hundred places flames
aross from dwelllngs, barns gnd out-
but wherever a blaze grew
men were present to quench It with
water. As o result of the cool judg-
ment of the fighters, the clty's loss
was only $10,000,

Stories are coming
how families lmld out on the barren
prairie through the freezing night
after the storm had passed with only
the thin clothes on their backs as re-
minders of once prosperous homes
Hundreds of people are destitute and
ere sufferinging Intensely In the cold
with the excruclating paing caused by
their burns. Clothes, medicine and
physiclans are belng sent out from all
the citles and towns of the district to
relleve the suffering.

in tonight of

TO RENEW FIRE,

Japanese BShips Believed to Be Re
plenishing Supplies.

8t., Petersburg, March 5.—The au-
thorities are badly puszzled at the ap-
parent disappearance of the Japanese
squadron which has been investing
Port Arthur, and are Inclined to be
lleve that the ships are being coaled
and their ammunition supply replen-
ished, In order to renew the bombard-
ment at an early date.

The report which s being persis-
tently circulated by the “official” news
agency that the Japanese have retirel
discouraged at their lack of succeas In
damaging the fortress, and the severe
jnjury to some of thelr ships, Is Inugh-
ed at by the best-posted of the naval
experts here. They point out that the
ships of the Japanese squadron have
used & great deal of ammunition In
thelr weveral bombardmenta of the
fortress, and declare it was to be eox
pected they would have to withdraw to
their base in order to load supplies
and coal.

CEMENT BIDS EXCESSIVE.

Government Wil| Erect Own Plant at
Arizona Irrigation Works.

Washington, March §~~The [nterfor
department today rejected all the bids
submitted several days ago for the
supply of gome 160,000 to 260,000 bar-
rels of Portland cement to the gov.
ernment for the Salt River Irrigation
project in Arlzona. The action is the
result of the exceaslve prices submit
ted by the cement manufacturers, fhe
department stating that Arst-claas
Portiand cement can be manufacturad
at the damalte on Salt River from

hig return probably will draft a report | ong materials at hand there for less

he may see fit regarding proper qUar-lepay $3 a barrel, Inclhiding the entire
..r-u'fr.nr the men .nru! .r.hu mnh;r-g Of | cout of the plant, fuel, operation, et
- ";"”'v SADIAry snfeguards he The department will now conslder
thinks necessary |the guestion of erecting a plant for
| There are on Lhie I.n-ﬂ.-fl.-!'n Kix #r | b Government manufaclyors of the
.a:."-lm of the navy RKiready Oua O |eement. the purchase of the supply In
them who has fust retarned reports open market, or readvertisement of
that the health of the men cxeel bids
lent |
' Steamers intended for Russia,
| Anxiety for Von Waldersee, Tacoma Wash., March 6.—Whlile no
Hanover Prussla, March 17 The leonfirmation of the fact is obtainable
| eondition of Field Markhal Count Von {at this time, the hellef s ‘galning
Waldersee I8 ecansing anxioty among |ground that the steamers sold by the
his friends. ¥e has been |1 for some | Northern Pacifie Bteamship Company
dauvs., and Is losing streagth There |in the Northwestern Biberian Com
wis no improvemett Inte tonight, ae- lpany are Intended for toe Rusaian
cording to dispatches from Hanover, | government, and will never be put on
in the condition of Count von Walder- | the Alaska tun, except to paes Alas
wee, Professor Orth of Berlin, and |ka on their way toKamschatka, The
Professor Eppatein of Gottingen, have | fact that John Rosene, manager of the
disgnosed the diseass ns Intestinel | purchasing company, recently return
inflammation. The Count Ix  very|ed from 8L Petersburg, and the fur
woak and the worst s fearad. Emper|ther fact wat .o ls owner of valuable
lor Willlam has ordered that ftull re | concesslonn from the Rusian govern
ports of the Field Marshal's condition | ment, lends odor to tee report
be wired him frequently . - -
To Prevent Crossing of Yalu.
! Naval Station a Live Issue. Sooul. March 5.—The Ruslan foroos
| Washington, March 1 Almont the (el Anja are compelling the Coreans
sntirs tUme of the senate today was [ta supbly them with riee, fodder and
givon to considerntlon of the guestion figee) The Rumelans are fortifying An
W n site for a naval tralning siation |tung hoavily, with the apparent inten
on thie Great Lakes, The ecantroversy |tion of preventing the Japanese from
I:';r. o over the appolntment of a new |erossing the Yalu The commander of
commisslon 1o seloct a mite. The com- s British gunbont bringing down res
mittes amendment war go amended as [Idents of that natiodality from Hone
to make it apply to all the Great Lakes | Chong, reports the death of Prince Yi
and not slons to Lake Michigan, but |Chal Bun, n nephew of the former king
Quarles’ amendment ealling for & pow |and & man who has filled il the 'I'Hllr
commingion to select & elte was pot | posts in the kKingdom,
actod on -
— - Siberian Ressrves Anxious to Go,
Great Earthquake in Peru, 8t Petersburg, March b6-—=Mnall ad
Lima, Pern, March T~<A tremend | vices from, Biberia say the army re
our enrthquake, which did much dam- |serves from the rifal districts asom
ape occurred here at 5:20 this morn: [to be more anxious to go to the front
ing, Nothing comparahle with it has [than the townsmen, Many of the lat.
heen exporienced during the last 30 |ter are presenting physicans’ cortifl
yoamn, cates of Ulness,

SUNK BY SHELLS

RUSSIANS AGAIN LOSE IN
AT PORT ARTHUR,

BATTLE

One Torpedo Boat Sunk and Twe Battie-
ships Badly Damaged — Altacking
Fleet Which Withdraws In Osed Or
der, s Met Outide, but Opponsnts
Soon Seck Shelter,

London, Maroh 2—A dispatch
the Dally Telegraph from
dated February 29, says:
Fitteen Jupamese warships furious-
ly bombarded Port Arthur from 10 un-
ul 12 o'clock this morniug. The Rus
slin crulsors Novik, Askold and Bay-
un, accempanied by four torpedo
boats, steamed out to meet the at
tack. They were, however, forced to
rétire. The Askold was ln a sloking
condition. The Novik wae badly dam-
aged, and a torpedo-boat was sunk.
The Russian battleship Retvizan
was again Jamaged. The Japanese
withdrew In good order,

Thig battle shows u repetition of

to

Yinkow,

the now famillar tactics of Japan, and
it 18 presumed the altack was made In
bad weather, previous telegraphlic ad
vices bhaving reported a severe gale
ruging at Port Arthur. As usual the
Japanese did not remaln Jong vnough
off the harbor to enable the gunners
at the fort to get thelr range. Agaln
at the time the three crulsers, the
Bayan, the Askold und Novik, eame
out to meet the attack, and this sug-
gosts that elther they were the only
offective ships there, or that the
larger battleships were unable to get
out, ,
Muany alleged dispositions of the op-
posing forces are published this morn
ing, but they differ too much in de-
tail to be of mny great value,

A dlspatch from Shanghal to the
Daily Chrenicle says the Russians are

transferring the guns from the dis
ubled ships at Port Arthur to the
forts there.

A dispateh from Chefoo to the
Standard, dated February 20, says &

Japunese crulser and torpedo-bont en-
tered that harbor without lights at 1
o'clock on the morning of the 20th,
and it Is belleved they embarked the
Japanese who took refuge there after
the attempt to bottle up Port Arthur.

A Toklo correspondent of the
Timesa cables that the steamers sunk
by the Japanese on elther slde of the
Russinn battleship Retvizan at Port
Arthur practically obstruct the en
trance to the harbor

NOT RELISHED BY RUSSIANS,

Chinese Troops Ars Consentrating to
the Westward of Mukden.

Iliso Yang, March Z2.—General
Mishtchenko, with a detachment of
mounted Cossacks, has reached
KashonJa, Corea, and Is expected at
Ichio Yang st once. His men and
horsey are in good condition and he Is
well supplied with provisions,

The concentration of Chinese
troops westward of Mukden, In the
district of Gubamisa, Is not relished
by the Russians. War material is béing
brought up and the militia posts are
belng strengthened, It is doubted |f
the attitude of the population can be
relied upon. The people at several
points refuse to sell produce to the
Rugsians. Spowsliorms are raging
bere and the frost s Intense, The
rallrond is working perfectly and
troops are arriving uninterruptedly
Their health and spirits are excellent

SAY FORT WILL DESTROY FLEET

Russian Military Authorities Have No
Fears for Part Arthur,

Moscow, March 2, — Interest

throughout Russia I8 now fixed on

Port Arthur, and speculation as to the
probable fate of that supposedly Im

pregnable fortress takes the widest
range,
The publication of General Stos.

nel's order to the troops, while It has
had the effect of arousing enthusiasm
in Russia, had also attracted atten.
tlon to the tremendous strategle val
e of that fortress and to the eruclal
part It plays In Russla's plana for the
defeat of the Japanese In Corea
While the fallure of the Japanese

attempt to bhottle up the fleet evoked
parcastic comment from the Russian
press ag to the Japanese cunning and
the miscarrlage of the enemy’s plans,
{the Russian military authoritles are
pointing out that this attempt havieg
been defénted, thorefore It must fol
low Port Arthur I8 impregnable and
[the Japaness onn never capture |t

Original ferce of Rebels
\

‘ Manilla, March 2
ard Wood reportsa under date of Feb

juary 16, an engagement with Datto
| Moros, under Hamnan, on the Inland of

Was 3000,
General  Leon
\

tollo,  Lleutenant West and alx prl
| viaten wer wounded, One has since
Hilved) The Moro lowss was heavy
Hasan suceeeded In making his es.
ltum- His original Yorea of 4000 has

|now been reduced to 15, The inland s
now under control of the American
‘x-nthnrlly, and Influentinl Moros are
{uilding In the pursuit of the outlaws
The members of the constabulary
who revolted at Vigan are all In cus-
tody,

No Trace of Japaness Fleet,

8t. Petersburg, March 4.—The War
OMes has glven out whalt purporis to
bee o summary of an oMelal telegram
from Vieesroy Aleleff, which staten
that Admiral Stark, commanding the
Port Arthur squandron, reports  that
lthere wus no attack by the Japanese
lon February 28 or 20. On Mnareh |,
Admiral HSiark reporty he made a re
connolsance with hlg erulsers and
dewtrovers within s radius of 60 miles,
but falled to discover any trace of the
cnemy

Will Not Advance for Month,
Parla, March 2-~~Reports received

-
from Rusman sources state that the
Russinn land preparations In Man

churls will not be completed for a
month, and the general advance can
not be ordered bhefore that time It
¢ then wexpected that whatever
ground the Japaness have galned will
be overcome and they will be finally

annihilated.

NO TROOPS TO GO.

Cabinet Decides to Let Marines Re-
main at Panama,

Washington, March & —Important
matters relating to the Papama canal
were under discussion by Prealdent
Roosevelt and his cablnet today. At-
torney-General Knox and other offi-
cials of the department of Jjustioe
have under consideration the title to
the canal property, which I 10 be
passed to this country by the Panama
Canal Company, but as yol they have
reached no conoclusion,

It was sald after the meeting that
no money could be pald by this gov-
ernment untll a clear title to the prop
erty was obtained, but mo Intlmation
wus glven as to the length of time
which might elapse before a decision
wan reached,

The entire subject of the canal and
its construction was discussed in ad-
ditlon to the legal phases of the ques.
tion. In this connection It was decid.
ed, as heretofore Indicated might be
the case, to countermand the erdern
lusued to the Third United Btates In-
fantry to go to the Isthmuus to relleve
the marines now on guard duty there.
For some time the marines will eon-
tinue to guard the Isthmus, This gov-
ernment s opposed to establishing
two Jurlsdictions on ths Isthmus, and,
s the naval vesselds must remaln
there, It wag thought best to allow
the marines to contionue to do land
duty,

It is the earnest wish of the Presl-
dent and the members of the eabinet
that no unnoecessary delay oceur In he-
ginning the work on the canal, and It

is thelr Intention to press It with the
utmost vigor,

CHINA CAUGHT IN A TRAP.

Russia Knows 8he Can Never Take
Up Siberlan Rallway as Per Lease.
March 3.-
been recelved from

Parin, Informuation has

Harbln which is
extremely Interesting at the present
time, dealing ne It does with
Trans-Biberian  Rallway, A corres
pondent of Martin met M. Chaffaujon,

the

the noted French explorer, and the
latter disoussed the rallway, which
he has recently Inspected. He (e

clareg Russla does not own the land
the road la constructad on, desapite the
general opinlon to the contrary. Rus-
sin merely has a 99-year contract or
lease

M. Chaffaujon declares the treaty
with China stipulates that, if at the
end of 99 years, Chinn desires to en
ter Into possession of the line, she
may do so, after relmbursing the
company for all of its expenditures
for the construction and malptenance
of the road.

M. Chaffaujon declares It Is difficult
to imagine China refunding to this
Russian company the millions that
would be necessary under the leane,
nnd declares the Flowery Kingdom s
caught In & trap.

The terms of the lease, alno, he de-
clarea, provides that Russia shall
have the right to place all of the sol-
diers necessary In the territory ad
jolning the Une of road In order
guard It, and also to build such
tions ag It denlres,

to
1]

RUBSIA IN FEAR.

Combination of Yellow Races May Be
Formed Against Her,

Moscow, March 3 —<Among thought
ful Russians, there in &8 constantly

fdeepening Impression that Russia wil
yet have to face the combined power
of the yellow races, the cunning nen
trality proclamationg of China and
Corea o the contrary notwithstand
lug, There are serloug trifces of des
pondency among the better class of
Russlans, and some solld Musslon sye
ceps Ie anxiously awalted and badly
needed ns a tonle ;

The government, knowing this fact,
cansed to be clrenlated a report of a
Russian success at Port Arthur yes
terday, In which a Japanese warship
was sald to have Been sunk, but the
news was received with open skepti
clam in the abeence of direct ofMclal
confirmation

It In seml-oMcinlly stated that the
Japanese and Russian advance are in
sight of aach other, and news of the
first lnnd battle ix awalted with a de
gree of apprehenslon

News of the activity of the Ohlnesd
troops In the province of Chl 14 Ix con
firmed from ofMcinl sourees Teneraly
Yuan Shi Knl and Ma are concentrat
ing thelr forelgn-dellled forces at
sirntogic points and troubie |s feared

Farmera Form Big Concern.

Omnha, Neb, March 3-—Twenty
fthten were represonted by 260 dele
gates to the Natlonnl Co Opoerative

Grnlngrowern’ and Stoockralsers’ As
sociation, when that body convensid
here today. It provided that the name
of the nsxpoclation whall be changed to
tho Farmers' Natlonal Gxohange
Company. Its object shiall be ta “buy,
sell nnd deal in grain, lvestock and all
kindg of produce on commission and
otherwise, and for that purposa bulld
and oquip elevators, warehouses, cold.
wtorage plants, stockyards and what
ever shall be necessary for the carry-
ing on of the business

Groat Attack May Now Be On,

London, March 3 -—-No confirmation
of the report published yesterday In
the dally Telegraph that the Japanese
had bombarded Port Arthur Febranry
20 has beon recelved from any point
The wireg from the seene of war have
been practically silent for the past 24
hours, and In some quariers thin =i
lence In supposed to Indieate that Jap
an'n great attack on Port Arthar g e
tunlly In progress, and conssguent)y
the uses of the wires has boen dincon
tinued,

Essentially a Military City.

Yinkow, March 3.—Vlao Yang, Man-
churia, s now cessentinlly a military
clty, an an area comprising three and
n third wsquare miles adjoining the
raliroad han beon incloped for & mil
Itary eamp and magazine purposes

There s also n military eamp at Hal
Cheng, Manchurin, 30 milea from Niu
Chwang, which, with

Ita  defenses

covers aver 1000 acres,




