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LEGISLATURE SHOULD
END GRIND THIS WEEK

WGkt out In memory probably as the
mont unusual leginlative assembly this
wtate 8o far sver has woen.

The present economle sltuation In
the stnle, partlcularly with referonce
to tnxation, has croated problems of

Tired Lawmakers Will Froblbly proat magnitude and mutunl sludy of

Start Home Soon: Session
Most Unusual One.

Business Mon Pioteal Inteng'bles Tax
~Seaslon s Unusunl - Power Re-
stored to Governor — New Trafflo
Rulas — Publle Servies Commission
Out--8tate Pollce Organired,

Halem, Ove —The Oregon lawmsk-
ern convened Monday moroing for the
elghth, and probably the last woeek of
the 36th legislative assembly with
most of the lmportant measures
passed both kousen und In the hands
of the governor, The taxation pro-
kram hos been outlined In full detal)
and will furnish the major arguments
for tha rest of the sesalon.

The tax rellef program adopted by
loglalative leaders and approved by
Governor Melor ssemed lkely to
“stick™ despite a sorles of last minute
anmaults on the program to reduce the
property tax by mosns of & | ger
levy on Intangibles,

The state, It has now been dochlod
by the house of representatives
not return the 1928 intangibles tax
funds, and s commitied 1o & program
which means the eventus! eliminntion
of the farm from state taxation

An attack was made by Portland
business men who called at the affice
of Goavernor Maler 1o sndeavor 1o win
hin support te the plan to roduce the
excise lax, and If posaible to cut the
Intangiblos levy and effect the
of the 1925 money

The business men protested 1o the
governor that the excise tax as In
creased under the new law would tend
to keep industries from coming to the
Covernor Mo'er, ver, had
soen & protest of another sort o 1

relurn

pliim, hirw
days previous and gave the business
tmen only the sallsfaction of knowing
thut he approved of tax reductions,

Business Men Protest.

The governor, howover, wam em
phatie In declaring that the tax pro
Kram as mapped out by the leglsln
ture seomoed the only thing that could
prevent the state from being thrown
into “a chaotle stute, and n tax re
bellion by real property owners ™

The governor was referring to the
mauy mass mectings belpng  held
throughout the state In which .
henvy burden of the small proper s
owners has been protested, Recently
R committes of B0 farmers, ronr
Ing associations with a mam b ralilp of
thousands, called on the governor and

LT L

wasured him that the only ankwers t«
the predent problom were
drastic property tux reduction or th

eithor »

sbandonment of the tarms by 1oabiiit
to pay the (nyes

Governor Meler, st the mesting of
the Portland business men sald

“We have here a state where 60 per
cent of the area In owned by the fed
vernment, Oul of the 40 por
cent we are attempting to malntain
8 government, The farmers of this
b te are st point where If we do
nol come o thelr rescue we will face

cral §

will

o tax burden twice an heavy ma any.
|

thing that could come oul of thewe
proposcd Inws"
Seceien Most Unusual,
Tho lust of (his woek will hear e
leglalutive gavels (ll for the last tme
rnid when the ecloeks are w opped for

# tiwa venrs the e will

wiom

‘these questions has cronted a confl
tmen on the part of the legislators
i the abllity, sineority and good in
tentione of the governor to reduce the
cont of government,

In view of the present emergency
bhoth houses have about reached the
frame of mind that they are willing
to write Mr. Moler & blank check for
uny legislation that he may deom
proper to better conditlons. In no
other wession has the Ineomlng gov
arnor been handed so mueh of Wis
demunds

Governor Moler anked for power log
Islation, the wcope and fulure effoet
of which no man no He
got 1t

ty Ruess

Covernor Nesives Povoar,

He asked for b enctment of @
state pollee mer uoa whileh would give
him control of & w0 L0
el polles unit. He got ihat

He asked for the creatlon of & de
partment of agricullure, merging @
loek of wxiuting departi. nts and com
rasionn winder oo

ad consollgy

centralizod head
Fhut was glven Llm.,

He asked for the repeal of the I-mill
markel road levy, and (hst wan hand
¢ toe him.

He nsked for the passage of h
much disousiod tunoel bill and tha
changed in it origioal terms but stiil
capable of adminlstration, was luid lo
his lap

He nrked f[or
defiuite program of iax reform aul

the ensctment of &

relief, and that requert |8 wure to be
granted

The pansage of these bills restorss
10 the chilef executive practieally all
aof the power taken away from the gov
offles when the
rose in revolt agalnst the regime ol
Walter M. Plerce. The enactments go
farther and border closely on the es
tahlishment of the
vhich Is the principal feature of the
tubinet system of government, and
further consolldnlions are contemplals
o]

A briefl resume of the mujor high
way legislation follows

For one thing there han bean npo
chunge in leense foes or gus taxes

ernar’s legistature

concoptration

They will romaln where they have
beon for the past Iwo years The
suporroad  district law  hos  been

ockod by
June L oof this year, no farihar super
Wik

ler NN

the provislon thet afler

tway disiricls tiay be created un

C'hautfours and aperntors of lordiire

arm must pass examinotions bofors

beipg granted Neenses o drive hvir
Heensen pleo will earry o #lub BpoN
which will be morked any convietion
or vielations of the road or Lratfie
ava

Road Laws Changed.

All licenses may bo called In ov ry
tarce years by the secrvtaiy of sinte,
There
no examination reguired for the driy
ein of private cars, though traffic cone

ml new ones (esasd will be

victions and reckloss driving can be

nn evidance of rooklensnens,

Drunken driving earrios Inerensing
ravarity of Jull nentence, togethar with
u fine or bhoth,

The old arm slgnale, up for o right
hand turn, horgontnl for the left und
down for n ali ) have been relnstatod.
Frelght true' « may not be aperated
with less than 300 fest botwesn them
on the highs vy,
hold to the right or he subject to fine
for tallure to do wo,

The public service commlssion of
Oregon wan abolishod and Charles M.
Thoman, Medford attorney, enthroned
an head of utility regulation In the
#late at the stroke of a pen by Gov
ernor Jullus L. Muoler,

Publie Bervies Commission Out,

With the signing of the publie wiil
Iten commisloner net, around the pur
pose and terma of which a maslstrom
of political activity bad sawirled for
the pant 12 months, the chilef sxecy-
tive put Into eficci W'y practical Intor
pretation of a cordinel plunk of the
Jowsph plattorm. The measure car
riod the emergency clauss, and the

Into fores Immodintely on recelving
the governor's slgnature,

Mr. Thomus was el
friend of the ¢ Loorge W. Josenh,

A Ccitne |

aenitors al the 010 sosniog of the los-
Inlature which fought the
l “paving trust.”

{ Formation of a ctate pollea system,

go-onlled

| eantralizing .l v snforesment
agencles dorectly, an I rOYernur,
was  authoriged Ly the lopisletnr
when the house of r oressntinlly
pamsed the winte police il by 1h

| commanding vote o, 19 100, The b,

| having niready parsod the gennte, wens

| ta Governor Meler and rreolycd
| prompt approval, Incamuch ss i we
one of the governo s peinc'pal rosom
mendations
State Police Organized,
Consequontly, Oreeon will OnTe
ey 90

uuder & new police systom
[ days, probably begtnnisg Juue L The
state polles departiment will be kuown
as the “"Oregon state polics,” #n or
gnnization formed and divectod & ong
sembmilitary linea,
lloutenants, perpesnts

with capising,
corparaly and
privates, mounted on bhorce and wotor
and supplemented by a dotective force
and an Mentification burenw. This
sot-up will make the Oregon niate po
liee rosemble the New York stats
trocpers apd Pensastvaals oial
Mubulary.

The use of “stink™ bombas, which
have caused eongiderable apnoyance
to Portland theater ownory, Is made
4 criminal offense under a bill ap
proved by the senate recenily,

L]

The
Wil originally was Introduced by Son
alor Burke, but
nnd revised by the revision of luws
oIt

PUnds bl bs dirceted at the mokot
doclared Senator Booth, "and
i in the interest of the public”

The sennte passed a bill Introdoced
by Senator Hall under which the ROy
ernor has authority to close the forests
during certaln seasons of the year,
Supator Hall sald the measure was
important for the reason that It would
give protection to timber

Tiose are some of the high lighis
of the session's results, It will not ba
untll after the final adjournment hes

later wis nivended

ears,”

Slow drivers must |

new system of utility regulation wenl |

OREGON LEGISLATORS

IN SEVENTH WEEK

Lawmakers Start Grind “‘Sans
Pay"”: Majority of Major
Bills Still Unpassed.

Power Program Bills Have Clear 8ail-
Ing—Tax Program Outlined — Brief
Resume of Accomplishments—Fres
Texthooks — Uniform Road Laws
~Proposed Wage Reductions.

Sulem, Ore—The end of the 40th
day of the 1931 legluintive annembly,
last Friday, the last day for the leg
lulators' salary of $3 a day, found
hoth the house of representatives and
the genate unpropared to adjourn and
the house unwilling to fix a date for
andjournment. It wan moved Ly Repre-
wentative Gordon, Multnomah, that ad
Journment alne die be set for Thury
day, Fobruary 26, which would make
nix days overtime without pay, but the
motlon was voted down,

In the senate the reading clerk read
s Joint resolution introduced by Ben-
ators Juy H. Upton and L, L. Mann,

" asking the governor to call immediate- |

und was one of a group of fops slate

coma and the mass may be mors clear- |

ly andd patiently analyzed that its full

seope may be worked out

takem Into conslderntion in the rela

suance of & Heenae

The speed limit for passonger cas '

han been rulicd to 46 miles, busses

have the same Hhaitation, while trucks

have n maximum speed of 36 miles
fixed for them. To excecd the speei
Ianit w1 bo no erime, but (o7 deiv-
'ug than it specifien will be taken

mto vouslideration in ense of aceldent

Your Chance at Mandg
The chanee you are nlways seeking
fuvaripbly Ues close to hand. You
dun't have to look far afield for it
The wan who makes a hetter Job out
Cof he Job Le haw, Inctesd of alwiys
ookl for n better Job, 15 the one
whe gets along best In this world,—

The full-rigged ship St. Paul will soon become a muse
ington, Seattle, where all will be
sail, is shown, She was built in 1874, The car is a P
_ & party of visitors to the ancient vessel,

Old Windjammer a Museun

0 I [ R IR - T

o

um, and is anchored in Lake Wash-
able to visit her without cost. The old ship, under full
ontiac sedan, which was used to carry

- et

Iy a specinl sesslon of the leglalature,
but it was killed by Indefinite post.
ponement by a vote of 14 to 11.

The seventh week of the lavmaking

session opened Monday morning with |

a majority of the major leglalation
still to be onacted, In fact few of
the important bills have passed both
houses and gone to the governor for
final consideration, bul rest either In
committes, or at the half-way polnt
botween the house of their origin
and the other branch of the assembly

The leglslature staried ita overtime
senslon with 70 proposals awalting ac-
tlon in both houses. The senate,
among s 41 bills on tdird reading.
will have for conaideration the Tuala-
{in tunnel bill following its report
after having been rewritien several
times, and after an attempt had been
made to relleve the state of respon.
wibility In this proposed $5.000,000
highway project

The new “tunnel bill" as it now Is
framed providea for the ereation of &
tunnel commission of three membern
appointed by the governor, who can
finance and construcl tunnels any.
whore within the state. It i3 Intended,
of course, Lo apply specifically to the
projected tunnel under Councit Crest
in Portland.

Power Bills Complete.

It looks as though the "power pro-
gram" bllls of the administration are
practically oyt of the way, with clear
salling nhend of them, for thelr en-
actment by both houses of the legis-
lature, and thelr approval by the gov
orpor s & foregone conclusion as part
0! the administration power program,
®ider the spur of the "mandate of the
people.”

The senate changed the name of the
Roosevelt highway to the Oregon
Coast highway and defeated the Port.
land policemen’s and firemen's pen
slon bill after four hours of debate
on the three measures. The Coast
highway bill and the Portland pension
bill had previously passed the lower
house,

The senate consistently adhered to
the policles of Governor Mefer by
possing by the decisive vote of 21 to
9 the senate blll providing for the
creation of a state department of
agriculiure, The measure was also
sdvocated, however, by exGovernor
Norbland In Lis retiring message and
was not strictly an administration biil,

Taxation presents a complex situa
tion, but with the tazation comini..eos
virtuslly In agreement with the gover
Hor on a program for this legislation
't 8 belleved that the matter will he
disposed of with less than the ususn!
bickering. Under tha agreed plan thw

tate will procoed virtually us follows:
Tax Program Outlined,

Appeal the intangibles tax case to
the United States supreme court, hold
up a refund of the $500,000 pold fo
undor the invalidated Intangibles tax
an 1928 Incomes, re-ennct an Intangl
bles tax at an 8 per cont rate effec
tive In 1931 on 1630 Incomes, Increase
the rate on the excise tax from § to
§ per cent, submit the new Intangibles
a4x to the voters at a specinl elec
fon together with the quesion of dn
“reaging the tax base for one year to
sinke the law effective without run
Ang afoul of the 8 per cent Umitation

These changes are deslgned to
mston rvellef of taxes on real prop
rty. The Kiddle onemill market
oad tax repeal, as amended to pro-
‘ide for the state highway commie
ton to create a secondary systom ol
*oadys and relleve the counties of the
'xpense, I8 almod at the same thing
wnd I8 likely to pass. Tobacco sale:
ox and other so-called nuisance taxe
ire not likely to recelve consldery
lon.  The Incrense in rates of th

I

ntungibles and exciee (axes I8 co

ain o meet opposition.
Brief Resume,

The sepate killed the game cod
“ll. A brief summary of what ha
boon done may be of Interest (n ghow
ing what ground the leglslalure ha:
covered up to the end of the aixch
week,

The nocalled "horse racing bill” {s
up for conslderation In the houss sarly
in the weak. It providea for pari-
mutuel betting at éounty falrs and the

otate falr, with & percentage of the |

Betting fund to be given to the falr
hoard for premium puyments,

The house killed the measurs,
which would have provided a foure
yonr course for normal school traine
ing, lnutead of the present two-ycar
courne. The bill was Indefinliely post-
poned

The bill of Scott of Umatilla, to re

duce the salaries of circult Judsea.l

was killed by the house,

Old-uge penslons were rejected by
the house, which also refused to re
conslder Its negative stand.

The senate passed the butter stand
nrds bill by & vole of 21 to 7. It now
joing its companlon measurs, the
cream grading bill in the house.

Mott's resolution was rejected, pro-
viding for the submission of a con
stitutional amendment which, If en-
acted would have prohibited direct
taxes for state purpose Lo be levied
on resl property.

Free Textbooks.

A resolution providing for consoll-
dation of city and county government
between Pordand and Multnomah
county was passed by the house and
pow is In the senate. It would sub
mit a constitutional amendment au
thorizing such consolidation.

The house passed the Anderson bill,
providing that workmen unable to
collect their wages from employers
could sue through the state Inbor com-
missioner,

The no-called “fres textbook"™ bill
has passed both houses and Is In the
hands of the governor for his con.
sideration.

The 70-car train bill sponsored by
the raliroad brotherhood organigations
was killed in the menate after two

. hitter fights.

The tobacco tax bill is dead, while
the proposed measure putting a tax
on malt and another doing the same
thing on blllboards, Is In the ways and
means committees,

The senate refused to follow Sena

| tor Woodward In his desire to repeal

the provision of the corrupt practices
act limiting the expenditures that law
fully may be made by candlates for
office.

Senator Eddy's administration bill
crenting a state police force, or state
constabulary, is resting quietly in the
lup of the senale committee on re-
vision of laws, General bellef ls that

| #t will continue to sleep its life away,

unless the administration puta force
enough behind it to drive it through.
Uniform Road Laws.

Oregon moved to join Washington
and California in establishing uniform
traffic regulations and “rules of the
road” on the Pacific slope, the am
formal step being taken by the lower
house of the legislature in passing
house bill No. 365, The uniform traf-
fic bill, handled by Representative
Andrews, Multnomah, passed the
house with only three dissenting votes
and adverse comment by Represents
tive Mott of Marion county.

Probably the most Interesting fea |

ture of the uniform trafiic bill i tha
it removes the 35mlile speed limit
on the ogen highway, and, moreover
regulates the slow or “pokey” driver
Under this provision, Mr. Andrews &x
plained, every vehicle must keep pace
with the average speed of vehicles.
The new provislon on speed is tha
the mctoris! must operite his car in
a safe and prudent manner, being sub

Ject to arrest for violation of the basic |

rule of safety, whether driving at flve
miles or 50 miles an hour, Three
specdy are designated as dividing

{ poluts between minimum and maxi

muin penalties. These speeds are:
Open road, 45 miles; residentinl dis
tricts, 25 miles; schools and rallroad
crossings, 15 miles,

The blll provides unlform arm slg
nals throughout the state and pels
up a higher standard for brake ef
ficlency.

Propose Wage Reduction.

Senator Burke has introduced o
LIl which, It approved by betl
branches of the legislature, would re
duce the salaries and wages of a large
number of public employes 10 p
coent.

The proposed salary and wage ro
ductions would affect all state, coun
ty, municipanl, port and school dis
tricts, boards and commisslons, with
the exception of persons who recelve

. Lexington News
| Miss AMABEL STRODTMAN

Mr. and mrs. H. M. Bull de-
parted on Thursday for Wallowa,
Oregon, where they will reside in
tae future. Mr. Bull hss been
manager local o fice of Kerr, Gif-
ford and Company for the past
two years and has been sent to
the new location by that company.

A social evening was enjoyed
'by members of the Lexington
'Parent-Teachess Association in
' the school auditorium on Wednes-
day evening last. A handsome
birthday occupied the center of
the stage and was lighted by Am-
label Strodtman in honor of Foud-
‘ers Day, A short business segion

|

[followedafter whichrefreshments
'of cake and coffee were served.
R. H. Lane went to Portland
on a short business trip Monday .
Mr. and Mrs, S. 8. Strodtman
were business visitors in Hepp-
ner, Monday.,

A dance was given in Leach
Memorial hall on Suturday even-
ing by the Echo orchestra.
| The Lexington girls grade
school team defeated Heppner on

the latter’s floor last Thursday
Dy ascore of 4- 2,

Several friends gathered at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. E. T, Bur-
chell on Friday evening to wish
‘their daughter Grace a happy
fbirthday. Those present were Na-
omi McMillan, Amabel Strodt-
man, Winford Duvall, Sam Me¢
Millan, and Vernon Secott.

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Slo
‘cum are moving from the Sadie
| Lewis residence to the Congrega-
|tional parsonage.,

. A farewell party was given
for Harvey and Lucile Wiggles-
 worth at their Blackhorse home,
‘Saturday evening by a number
of their friends. Harley and Lu-
cile plan to leave on Sunday for
|Bafardman where they wlll finish
this term of school.
' The boys basketball team of
| Lexington High School Jjourney-
ed to Arlington on Friday to play
/in the tournament. They lost to
'Umatilla, 24 -17 and were defeat-
(ed by Arlington 20 - 22, The boys
who made the trip were Kenneth
Warner, center; Emmett Kuns
‘and Lewellyn Evans, guards; Ar-
'chie Munkers and Dale Lane for-
wards with Jim Valentine, Ves-
‘ter Thornburg and Buck Rhule
as substitutes.

Mr and Mrs. W. F. Barnett ac-
companied by Mrs. Sarah White
| were visitors at the home of Mr.
| Mrs. Gerald White, in Hermiston,
|on Sunday,

—. —

- Women's Topic Club
' Ruth Rietmann, Sec.

Mr, and Mrs. Henry Smouse
‘were hests to the Woman's Topic
Club Friday evening ot theirranch
home, Bridge was > diversion
of the evening. Present were Mr.
and Mrs, Earl Blake, Mr. snd
Mrs. Victor Petesson, Omar Riet-
mann, Mrs. Inez Freeland, Mr.
and Mrs. J. E. Swanson, Miss
Eva Swanson, Mr. and Mrs. Vie-
tor Rietmann, and Carl Troedson.

High awards were made to Mrs,
Vietor Peterson and Eal Blake.
Low scores were made by Mrs,
Vietor Rietman and Victor Peter-
son. Refreshments consisting of
salads, cheese straws, ice cream,
cake and coffee were served,

e ———

$125 or less a month, and those whose |

offlces are created by the state con
stitution,

|
The reductions would become of

fective July 1, 1631, and continge un
(il July 1, 1933,

The grand legislative meleo started
Monday and the “big push” of the
segslon was well under way by Mon
iy night

The houses are meeting early and
adjourning late. Debate has besn re
stricted to five thinutes, for each mem

ber, but It has proved a weak expe |

dlent 8o far since some one is nearly
always willing to yield his time to
those who desire to talk. This privi
lege will be more frequently denled

a8 the session continues and the pre ' i
t Co operative Obsarver,

vious question will be moved te cul
Mt prolonged oratory,

. Weather Report
For February

‘ Morcan Station

(No of Clear Davs ._._______. 1100
'No partly cloudy days .___ 8.00

(No cloudy days ... 9.00
Sleet on th 22nd

Fotal precipitation ________ 0,34
- otal recipitation since
September1............... 3.78

For same period last year .. 5.96
Hrection of prevallmg wind N. L.

R. E. Harbison,




