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THE STORY

Mervyn Holt 1s engaged by a
man oalling himaelf Magarofl as
A traveling companlion Alfter n
short tour they put up at the
Waodeoek Inn om Marrasdale
moar. They meet, casually, Mrs
Elphinstons and 8hella Merchi-
son. Masaroff tells Holt they are
his wife and daughter and that
his renl nume la Merchison, That
night Masarcff falls to return to
the (nn and his disappearance s
unexplained. Holt meets Shella
and tells her of Mazaroff®s dleap-
pearance. They go to her cousin’s
(Verner Courthope) shooting box
Boping to find some word of Ma-
saroft Thers they mest NMr
Armintrade and Doctor Eecle-
share. Holt Is questionsd by Po-
lice Sergeant Manners and a re-
porter, Bownas Masaroff's murs
dered body # found. Crole, Ma-
sarclls lawyer, and Maythorne,
private detoctive, arrive. Value
able dlamonds that Mazaroff uru-

glly oarried are m Mrs
Elphinstone scofts at Idea
that Magaroff s Merchison and
produces apparentl proo f hi»

death, A gun, stolen from Mus-
Erave, v found at the scens of
the murder

NE

CHAPTER [II—Continued
—

The serap of paper was a recelpt for
& registered letter, dispatched from
Cape Town, and addressed to the Im
perial Banking Corperation of South
Afrfen, &8 Lombard sireet, London,
Magthorne pointed to the date—Jan.
uary 17—on the postmnrk.

“Nine months slnee,” he remarked
“HoW loug had Mazaroff been ln Ens-
land when you met him at the Cecll ™

A few weeks,” I replied. “As far
as I know."

“l Enow.” sald Crole. “He eame to
England in July—about the end of the
month.”

“Then the letter, or packet, or what-
over it was, to which this recelpt re
férs, was sent off from Cape Town to
the Londen branch of this bank some

months before Mazaroff came here™
observed Maythorne, He turmned the
recelpt over. *“There's an Indorse-

ment an the hack—letters and a flg-
ure,” he continued, BL D. 1L
What's that meun, 1 woader?”

He earefully put sway the recelpt.

“We'll just keop the knowlsige of
that to curselves, for the present,” he
sald. “If the pollce o
afternoon, o8 they're pretty sure to,

“See?

I

after that gun business, an
examine his effects, let *
keep this serap of paper to
1 want to work things up fr

The 1

iice came to the Woodcock

pol
little loter, They asked a lot of
tions of Musgrave about his gun, and
of me and of Welster ahout our move-
ments on the night of the murder, of
Crole about the dead man's |dentity
nuqd pesition; of me again abouy
mopney and snluables he was
have on And In
thelr lnvestigations a fact come out of
which [, until then, had been unaware,
It turned out that after er on the
night of the wurder, whlle I was
busied In writing some private lette
Muzuroff, who was naturally a soclable
man, hnd strolled Into the barparior
of the Woodcock, where o highly i
versified ussen had gnt
farmers, cattle drovers
all homeward bound from C
wilte There he hnd msg
L BEres and hod trested
the company to dr
clgars, which he pald for with g
pound note, taken, sald the barmaid,
Tam a that seemed to e
pretty full, und In open view of any-
body and everybody.

This bit of news appenred to glve
conslderable satlsfaction and even re
Mef to the polles officials, and Man
ners, who lingered behind when his
superiors went away, found It Impos
sible to refrain from communicnting
to me Lis bellef that they were on the
right line of pursait. ==

I communicated the police sergeant's
notions to Crole and Maythorne, May.
thorne seemed to understand
pery' standpoint,

“Following the most probalile |lne,*™
he remnrked. “A sensible
Hare's an  evidently wenlthy
truveling In 4 luxurions carof his
puts up ut & rondside Inn, goss into a
public bar-parior, lets It be seen that
he's lots of money on him, and strolls
out on a lonely moor after night has
fallen. What more likely thun that
one” of the men hefore whom he's
Just pulled out his purse should glip

him. the course o

ihge horei]—
[dlers,
nughtl

de him:

lonlar
UeRinre,

falr,
very him,

entire ks mnd

nolecgss

Man-

ofe, toon,

man,

after him, murder him, and robh him¥" |

“With Musgrave's gun? I asked,

“Nothlng out of the way ubout that
Httie detall!” sald Maythorne. "What
wus ensler than for the murderer to
toke down the gun from those Wooke,
and slip out after Mazuroff?"

“That wounld presuppose a knowl.
edge that the gun was there,” re-
murked Crole,

“Precisely”  agreed Muaythorne.
“T'here were no doubt loeal characters
nbout who know gulte well whit was
in this room and what hung on that

RN
awWn,

wiall, I think Manners lias got bold

of a good theory—murder for the sake
of robbery., But—whetber It's the
right one or not—um!™

“You doubt 111" 1 asked,

He gave us a candid, confdentinl
sulle

“If you really want to know," he re-
plied, “I peither doubt It nor agree
with It. At present I don't know
where we are. [I'd like to know a lot
of things yet. In particolar—who was
the man that Mazaroff sald he wanted
to see, hereabouts? DId he spoe him?
If s0, when—and where? If he hadn't
seenn him, was he op his way to see
him ut the time of the murder? Again
—does this man, whoever he Is, know
Mazaroff as Mazaroff or as Merchl
son? Was Mazarof murdered as
Mazaroff, an unknown man here, or
as Merchison, a man who had been
knewn here?™

“Ah" muttered Crole.
thon 1"

“My ques

CHAPTER IV
The York Solicitor

The lnquest was duly opened next
morning, Crole, as a solicitor whom
he had employed In Loudon, and I,
s hls travellng companion, !dentified
the dead man as Salim Mazaroff, and
told whut we knew ahout him: Ecele
share und the local doctor testified na
to the cause of his death: the men
who had found the body nt Relver's
den gave evidence as to the clrcum-
stances under which they came across
It. At this stage an luterruption came
through the entrance of Mr, and Mrs
Elphinstone and Shella, with whom
appeared an mian of profes
sional bearlng: Manners, by whow 1
was sitting, whigpered to me that this
was Mr. Wetherby, Mrs, Elphinstone’s
lawyer,

Wetherby lost no time iIn letting
the suthorities know why he and his
party were there,

He sald, nddressing the coroner, *1
wish to make an aj you
on bhebalf of my clent, Mrs. Elphin.
stone, of Marmsdale tower. To sup-
port It, I shall have—very briefly—to
refer to some history, Mrs
Elpkinstone, as Miss Jean Linton, wus
mareied, some hree or four

years fgo. to a Mr. Andrew Merchison,

elderly

catlon to

past

twenty

who formerly had some conbection
with this neighborhood, The marpiage
wits hot a success, and to put mattiers
i A son, within a compare

n time and after making

wife, deserted

vas belleved, went off to

gkt months after he had

gone, Mrs, Merchison bad o daughrer
~—thi¢ young Iady whom you now sed
here, Miss Sleiln Merchlson. Merchl
soti wns never heard of agnin uontil
some years later, when M. Merchl
son recelved pews that he had been
drowned off Mombasa, on the East

African coast, while on a voyage from
Bombay From that time
forward Mrs., Merchlson belleved her-
and In due course she
agaln, nand Mry,
Now [ come to the enuse
and reqison of my applleation. Yester

dphinstone was visited by

to Durban,

solf a widow,
mwarred

nsToTe,

became

Lwi n now preaent, who have,
I understond, Just given evidence—
Mr. Holt and Mr. Crole. On the invl.
tation of Mr. Crole, Mr. Holt In.

formed Mrs, Elphinstone that on the
secatd evening after he and Mr. Maza-
coff arrived bere at the Woodcock,
Mr, Mazaroff toid him that though he
had 8 perfect right to the name he
was now known by, haviog legally
adopted [t some years ago, he was In
reality the Andrew Merchlson who
had married Miss Jean Linton, and
lad left her. I need hurdly say, sir,
thut this ls a very serlous matter for
my cllent, and I think It will be well
for all partles If Mra, Elphinstone Is
allowed to view the body of this dead
man, In order that she may see If ghe

can recognize It as that of Andrew

Merchison,™

"That seems, obviously, the very
thing to do” umgreed the eoroner,
"Perhiaps  you'll accompany your

client, Mr. Wetherby?"

There was conslderable hushed ex-
eitement In that rvom during the ab-
sence of Mrs, Elphinstone and her
Some of the older folk
umongst the spectators whispered—
the pame Merchison had evidently
roused sleeping memories,

When Mrs, Eiphinstone, followed by
Wetherby, reappeared, at the coroner's
Eugeestion, she went Into the witness
It comprepsed

solleitor,

hox nnd gave evidonee,
itself  Into this—she could not
Weotify the desd man o8 Andrew
Merchison, Huod the fertures remilned
unmolested, she sald enlmly, she might
have done o, but us things were—|m
possible ]

Croie, In hls professional eapucity,
rose to usk Mre, Blphinstone a ques-
tion,

“Mrs, Elpbinstone” he sald, “had
Andrew Merehlson a cast In his left
eye,"

“"Coertalnly, he bad,” she replled

“A declded one!"

Crole turngd to the coroner,

“Numerons witnesses can prove that
the unfortunate gentlemun Into whose
death you are Inquiving had such a
cost—n squlnt—In his left oye, alp"
he remarked, “Me also had a birgh-
mark, In the form of n brown mole,
or blemish, on his right forenrm,
That, however, s tot &n unconition
mark, [ belleve, and 1 dJdon't attach
great Importance to (It But 1 am
strongly convinced that further proof
of the ldentlty of the decensed ns
Andrew Merchison will be found, and
I should suggest-—"

“There need be no doubt ahout 1t
exelaimed a sudden volee from the
spectators.  “The man was Andrew
Moprchison

I knew whose volee that was bhefore
I looked round. Old Mr, Hassendeans,
whom 1 had notleed when Orole and
I entored the room, had risen from
his seat, and was smiliug Informingly
at the coroner,

“Mrs. Elphinstone can't be positive,
I may as well say that T am! 1 kuew
Andrew Merchison well enough In the
old days, when he used to come here,
nnd afterward when he was a young
man—1 knew him, too, after he'd mar-
ried Miss Linton, new Mra Elplin.
stone.  And my memory for faces s
remmarkably keen, and I recopnlzed
Wm easily enough when 1 saw him the
other night, Andrew Merchison, with-
out doubt "

*Where dld you see this man, Mr,
Hassendeane " Interrupted cor
oner,

“1 saw him the nlght on which he
evidently met his death” replled the
old gentleman. *“It was ln Biroside
village street, tear my house,™

“And you are quite positive on this
matter of ldentity?™

“I nam ahsolutely
wan was Andrew Merchison

the

The
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Weatherby Lost No Time in Letting
the Authorities Know Why He and
His Party Were There.

he may have called himself of recent
years."”

The eoroner glanced at the sollcitors
guthered about the tabie at the head
of which he sat

"I think we had better adlourn fop

A fortnlghtY bhe sald. “During that
time—"
Just then & polleeman opensd the

door of the room, uahering In &4 young
apectacied man, JThe coroner s
and gianced Inquiringiy at hir

The
case and, advancing to the head of the
table, whispered a few worda In
coroner's ear. 1 saw a look of sone
thing hetween surprise and perplexit)
cross the coroner's face,

“We seem to be dealing with a
strangely mysterlous matter, quit
apart from the death.” be remarsod
“This gentleman™—he gianem] at the
card—"Mr, Bteplen Paostlethwaite,
solieltor, from York—tells that
he saw accounts of this cnse In the
papers yesterday, and has hurried here
to glve some Information. [ suppose
we'd better have It now T

Mr, Postlethwalte formally described
himself as n sollcitor, He produced n
diary, and exhibited an entry which
recorded A call from Mr. Sallm Maxa-
roff.

“Mr. Mazaroff,” he contlnued, “who
was a4 total stranger to me, Intro-

it & eand

neweomer 1.|1‘.|--]
§

e

duead himself as staylng In York for
n fow duys ot the North Eustern hotel,
He then Informed me that he was a
very woinlthy mnn; that he had mnde
Iis money In varlons teading concorny
In the Kast, and lately In extensive |
dinmond  deéallngs  In South  Afrien}

that he had oow retirod from all this,

hid  realizodl hils varlous p:'np-‘rll-n.|
nud todged all the procesds In cash ot

his London hank, the Imperlal Dank

ng Corporation of South Afrvlen, petid

Ing lovestment Iy this country, Thon

In n rather Jocular fashlon he re
pn ko] that o o then, o8 he had no ‘
c¢hlldren, and no  relatlons, he  had
noever mutde a will, but he pow desieed
to d so, e ]ll"lillli'l"l n sheot I‘f‘
paper on which he had written out hia |
wishes, handed It to me, and asked
If 1 could put It nto shipshiape form.
T told him 1 would have the will pre
pared for him, nnd he was to call and '
execute It at any thne after three |
o'¢lock thut afternson, e returned
to my ofttee ut half past three, when |
the will was ready for his slgnature

e duly appended that and carrled
the will off with him, Tt was not untll
gome daye Inter that I found that 1
bad omitted to glve him his own
original draft, which 1 found lylng |
nmongst some pupers on my desk, I|
went round to the North Eastern

hotel wjth if, myself, but learned then |
thut Mre. Mazaroff and Mis friend Mr, |
Holt had left for Durtiam nbd the |
porth, leaving no address. 1 therefors
locked up the deaft, Yesterday 1 read
In the newspapers the varlous ae
couhts of had lugpponied
arly notleed that Mr.

whnt hetw,

and ns 1 partlen

Mazaroff had boen rohhed of his pa
pors a8 well as his wongy and valu
ablog, [ thought It my duty (o comp
here al obice atd tell what 1 koew.”
Much obligod to you, 't sure, Mr
Postlethwalte,” the COTDHer snld
“Now, according to you the decensed
man earried off this will In hia pochet
v from Lhe « ¢ that
1 ¢ had T+ mohey,
valoables, papers—was stolen, most
ikely by the murderer or murilerems:
presumnbly the will has gone with the
rest However, It's something to
know that such a document was In
existence, You say he told yon he was
& wealthy man [Md he say Low
wealthy ™
"Yes. He tol he was worth
hout elght hae T B AT O
I 0 wmer leaped ek In his

chalr, put the

tips of his Ongers (o

gether, looked rousd the colrt,

Then he turned agaln to the witness
“I think we'll trouble youn to rend
that draft. Mr Postiethwalte,” he
sald, quistiy
Postlethwalte
pilence ;
“This Is the
Mazaroff, of the

the coyuly

read—amidsat a Jdend

last will of me, Sulln
Hotel Cecll, Lo
in of Middlesex
M Darling ipe T
Africa. T devise and heqgis
estate and efects, real persannl,
which I may dia possesaed of or en
titled Morvyn Holt, of Nla
Jermyn don, ahsolutels
and I hereby ¢ mnld Mervyn

nidon,
and  of
Souyth

th all my

street, ( whn,

te unto
Rtreel, Lo

Helt sole exe 5N i1l |
I revoke all fuormer wills and codlelia™
This was nl But | was lenly
' s t all s had turmed
frn the w
I mt t) I u
.
LN of
ment was | t
P
T
[ 1
[ & el
[
"
1 it b
L
i . 1 4
heen found,' he suid I'lie theury s
that It wis I Yy 1 N
marderer, wilth other of the devenswl s
papers. Nobody kbows atiything about |
It, e’ Y
Wetherby was anddenly on his legs,
with g sidelong giance ab me
“As Mr. Holt, the beneficlary, Is
present e, e snld, “I shiould Hke to
psk  him If he knows anything
ahougt (8 ¥
“l know nothing about It!" ] ex

elntmed, I never hoard of I

Wetherby gave me another look;
there was something cynleal dn 0t |
which I strongly resented {

(TO BE CONTINUED)
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Scottish Abbey Holds Relics of Robert Bruce

Buliject to the fulfillment of certaln
conditions, the trustees of Professor
Noel Paton handed over the follow-
ing articles to the kiri-sesslon of Dun-
fermline ahbey: 1. A portlon of the
gkeleton of King Robert the Bruce,
pamely, the metatarsal or bone of the
great toe, 2. A small portlon of the
outer lenden shroud of King Robert
the Bruce. 8. A small portion of the
tolle d'or In which the body of King
Iobert the Broce was wrapped. 4.
The remains of one of the lron palls
whiteh were found among the remaing
of the eoflin In which the hudy reposed,
5. The remalne of one of the six
{ron rings, or rather handles, which
had been filled tn with lead Into the
largest of two stones protecting the
vault of the Bruce wlen first discoy-
ered on Februnry 17, 1818, 6. Twelve

Rainbow Colors
In the ruinbow in the Inner or pri-
mary bow the colors of the spectrum
are arranged In thely order, red on
the outgide and violet on the Inxlde.
In the outer or secondary bow the
colors are In the reverse order.

fragments—schite marble and t'n!ln:
stone—"helleved to he portions of the
mazgnificent monument of King Robert
the Bruce at Dunformling desteoyed
hy the Lords of the
The relles nre preservidd o an o hl,
glags-fronted cabinet pluced alongsiile
of the allwy pulplt erectel
ately above the vault of the
London Mnuil,

Congregntion™

Inmedis

e, —-

Fronch Enjoy Fishing |
No foewer than 10,000 fisherinen took

part in & compotition snd  congress
which was held at Viehy, writes the |
Parla correspondent of the London

Sanday Observer, The number 18 not
only sufficlent to show what a placld
person  the Frefelimnn really st
least when he renches o certaln age—
but algo that he has a notural pas
slon for sport. 1 do not menn sport
as he understonds the word, for ha
does not really eare gbhout gomes, but
sport In the sense of shooting and fxh-
Ing. Game shooting I8 fur wore a pur.
sult of the whole people of France
than in England, and there I hardly
a middleaged Frenchmun who (8 pot
a fsherman,

Old and young can take
this family laxative;
free trial bottle!

The next time you or the children need a laxative,
try this famous doctor’s prescription which aids
the bowels without doing any harm, Dr, Caldwell's
Syrup Pepsin, containing pure senna and laxative
herbs, is effective in a gentle and helpful way. Its
action is thorough, bt it never weakens the bowels.
It stimulates muscular action and is thus actually
good for the system. So remember Dr, Caldwell's
Syrup Pepsin when coated tongue, fetid breath,
headaches, nausea, jaded appetite or billovsness
tells the need of a thorough cleansing, Druggists
keep it in big bottles, or write Dr. Caldwell's Syrup
Pepsin, Monticello, L., for o free trial bottle,
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the weather!

I

S, lmhvll o w

a:n much to keep a
good clear complex-
ion, no matter what

I3

|w- I Pt
Drng 8 Ohamidoal Usrp Mal dem, Masa

Lava Preserved Tree
Through the Centuries

A tree with g trunk seven feot In
dlameter, buried by a lava flow cen-
turtes ago and priserved In the rock,
crnshed through the roof of the canal
tunnel near the Yakbma river at El-
lensburg, Wash, n short time ago,

The section of tree which fell was
23 feot In length, the outer part par
tially petrified, but the core still In
much the same conditlon as when
some Yoleano eruption burled it nges
before Columbus thought of his west
om voyage,

Severnl burled logs have heon
found Z20 feet below the preseit sur-
fice, but this wos the first upright
treo uncovered and Is regarded an
evidence that n dense forest existed
there In prehistorie times

The roots of the old tree were In
A shale formation that was once rieh,
fertile lonm, but which under pres
pure of the lnva bed beeame rock,
Evidently the hot lava came qulekly
and coversd the forest at onee, for
the huge tree 4l not eateh fire, Dor
was It charredl.  Lava covered thie

..'l!-'”} nt this polnt S50 feet 'l""f‘

In varfous places nlong the tunne
Ete drills have strock wood, sotne of
the cores showing that old logs le
from 125 feot to 2U5 feot deep,

v p ]
Retain Your Good Looks
How frequently a woman thinks, "Am
still attractive ™ How
much thought and
study she devotes
to L.“f lookas!
That's natural, A
woman hates to
think the s grow-
ing day by day
less charming and
atiractive, LR
PIERCE'S
FAVORITE
PRESCRILP-

ve in & woman the charin and
alth of youth, [t containy no barm-
ful ingredivnt. This splendid herbal
tonic I sold by all druggists in both
fluld and tablets
Write to Dr. Plerce's Invalids Hotel,
Buffalo, N. Y., if you desire free medi-
cal advice. For 10c Dr. Plerce will
send you a trial package of tablets,
Fox's Nickname Old
“Reynard" designating the fox, ns
woll as "renard,” the modern French
word for a fox, are taken
colebrated medieval anhonl allegory

|

TION beips 1o |

ealled the Homun de Rennrd or Rey. |

pard, In which proper
Elven to each beast.
Rare Antiques
You must run over sometime and

naines were

from n |

PARKER'S
HAIR BALSAM
W voe !

3

FLORESTON SHAMPOO — ldeal for use in
omnnmetn wilh Parier s i Dalesn Muk s the
bair saft amil Mully, 80 cants by mallor ol drugs
wlota, Iliscun Chemmlon] Woe ke, |'ate g, N.l‘.

For Barbed Wire Cuts

Try HANFORD'S

Balsam of Myrrh

All denlery are suthacived ba relnad sonr meser
o e fuast bt 1 st pubed.

Without Poison

A New Exterminator that
Won't Kill Livestock, Poultry,
Dogs, Cats, or even Baby Chicks

KR Ounrn bo ubed about the home Barn or poul

Mahl

State Form Hundseds ofothe

Sold on a Money -Back Cuaran
Inslet upon K- RO, the seigion! Squlll suier.
minster, All poultey supplr, drig, and seed
Mores ~The. Large sloe (lour Limes s murh)
0100, Dirent Hdenler ennnet supply rou K RO
Cog Bpringheld, O

KILLS*RATS-ONLY

Twenty-Foot Bricks

f

Through the discovery of a new
road-bullding material produeed from
n vitreons ciny, the wanufactnre of
bricks U feet long Is now made pos

il

FELGOOD?

Most allmenrs siart Prom poor allme
Inntion (constipntion or setnl-conet)
pution), Iatestinsl potsons sap vital.
Iy, undermine your henlth nnd maks
lifo minerabile, Tenight try NR —
NATURE'S REMEDY —ail-vegetalla
corrective=—nct an ordinery Incative,
Hee how WY will aid in restaring your
appotite and Hd you of that heavy,
logwy, peplons foaling,

M4, isls, puraly vegetable — ut drugqivts, only Lia
FERL LIKE A NILIJON. TALE

TO-NIGHT

TOMORROW ALRICGHT

World's Largest Telescope
The oliservatory on Movnt Wilson,
In Callfornln, was bnllt ot a cost of

hoe Lhe untiques we bought on our | 22000000 nod housed the world'a

lagt motor trip. A couple of early | largest teloscope, the instrument hayv-
|

Amerlenn sandwiches we picked up | Ing a refloctor 100 Inchies o dl-

In a tearoom.—Life.

ameter,

\’Vhenl E S

are upset

Baby ills and ailments seem
twice as serious at night. A sud-
den cry may mean colic. Or a
sudden at hea—a con-
ditibn it is always important to
check quickly. How would you
meet this emergency—tonight?
Have you a bottle of Castoria
ready? There is nothing that can
take the place of this harmless
but effective remedy for children:
naothing that acts quite the same,
or has quite the same comforting
effect on them,

For the protection of your wea
one—for your own peace of mind
~keep this old, reliable preparas

Ispames/ Uninin s

tion always on hand, But don't
keep it just for emergencies; let
it be an everyday aid, Its gentle
influence will ease and soothe the
infant who cannot sleep. Its mild
regulation will help an older child
whose tongue is coated beeause of
sluggish bowels. All drugjists
have Castnria; the genuine beara
Chas, H. Fletcher's signature on
the wrapper,




