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Mud Watch Towers in Mekong Valley.

{Prepared by the Natlemal Geographie
Boclety, Washingten, D C)

HERE In all the world Is to
be found scenery cumparable
to that which awalits the ex-
plorer and photographer in
northwesters Yunnan provinee, Ching.
and In the moantain fastnesses of
Tsarung, In southeastern Tibet?

Few have been privileged to ellmb
the towering ranges separating the
mightiest streams of Chinn, If not of
Asin, The wlole reglon, so geologists
tell us, wns once one vast, high pla
teau, now Intersected and eroded by
some of the longest rivers In the
world.

These rivers changed this high pla-
teun not mercly Ioto a land of lofty
mountaing, but of deep walloys with
gloomy shadows and forbldding gorges
pever trodden by human foot,

In these trenches the Salwin, Me
kong, snd Yangtze, cutting through
motntain ranges 20000 feet In helght,
munke thelr way to the ocenns. These
three rivers, flowing parallel, north to
sonth, for some distance In western
Chinn and southeastern Tibet, ot one
place come within 48 miles of each
other, a8 the crow flica, and yot thelr
mouths are separated by thousands of
miles.

It wans this region Into which the
Natlonal Geographle society recently
pent It Yunpan province expedition
under the lendership of Joséph F.
Rock.

No white man had previoosly had
a glimpse of many of the scenes
photogrnphied by the expedition, for
the few explorers who have penetrat-
ed tbese terrifying fastnesses have
dope so when the snow-capped penks
were bidden from view by the en
veloping monscon clouds of summer,

All three of these rivers have thelr
origin In the high platesu land of
Tibet, but thelr vitlmate sources are
stll] unknown.

The Salwin, which flows for a long
distance through Tibet proper, enters
Yunnan south of Tibet, In lts south-
wird course It becomes part of the
Burmc Slumese borders and finally en-
ters the Indian ocean at Moulmelin,
made famous by one of Kipling's
poens.

The Mekoug parallels the Salwin to
about the twentleth degree of lntitude;
then turns westward, forming the bor-
der of three countries—Hurma, Slam,
and  Indo-Olinn—and finally enters
the tropienl South China sed near
Salgon

Twists of the Yangtze
The Yangize, the mightiest and

longest of themn all, s wlso the least |

consistont. It flows parallel o the
Mekong to a point near Shika, and
thence muker a sharp curve, turning
directly north; deseribes g huge loop
which udds hundreds of miles to the
length of the river; returns to e
spouth, then turns to the east, bDecom-
Ing In part & boundary for the prov-
Intes of Yunnan and Beechwan, and st
length betids to the northegs: and en
ters the Paclfic oconn near Shanghal,

Of these rivers, the Salwin is the
Jeast known, It Is navigable for only
a short distance above |ty mouth, The
Yangtze, an the other hand, & navig-
uble for & distance of some 1,90 miles,
to Chungking, sand (hence by small
bhouts as fur as Sulfa. Beyond that
rowbonts ply as far as Machang, In
eastern Yunnan, In the north, near
Batung, It s nuvigable by skin bonts
or corncles, hut only for short dis
tunces, Exteosive stretches of this
river, which s more than 3,000 miles
long, are unknown and parts of I8
course Appesr on pccurate maps ol
dotted lines

Much has been written sbout the
Yangize gorges In the vilelnity of
Ichnng, so well known to tourlsts, bt
very litile has been sold about the
much grinder gorges north of Likinng
Few e pepetrated even part woy
into this mowt terrifie of nil canyons,
nmong the first belng J. Bocot and
Dootor Hoodel-Mazettl, who veatured
gs far 4n the hamiet of D)lpylo, while
Rock eontinued the Journoy to near
Tuku

Thut long streteh of the eastorn
mast are of the grout loop, from
Funghou to Talllklung, has ulso been
wnexplored, especinlly south of Lapo
This the Nt I Geogruphle soclety
expedition followed Aearly ull thy Wiy,
beinding back the fAirst phatographs

of that part of the Yongtze which
flows tlirough mreld gorged the walls
of which ure purtly coversd with a

enctus, § species of opuntin Balive L]
Vinerles, byt now widely distribted
In Yunting by bleds, which foed on
the suceulent frulis, disseminating the
unharined, undigested e ln

Great Mountain Ranges.

The grandeur of the deoply en
trenched  rivers s enluneed by the
wighty ranges with stowselod  peaks
which sepinrute them. One of the linest
I undoibtedly  the Kankerpu range,
separnting the Nalwin from the Me
kong., and which must reach an eleva

tlon of 24,00 feet, the highest penk
of that range belng Mount Miyetzimu,

The Mekong-Yangtze ronches Its
highest polnts, some 20000 feet, In
Mount Pelmashan, while the Salwin.
Irrawnddy divide culminates in Mount
Kenglehunpo, nearly 20000 feot in
helght, the eastern branch of the Trea.
widdy flowing parallel to the three
greater streams for some distance,
especially o the Chinese part of Its
course,

Lured by the magnificence of the
mountuln ranges and the welrd and
little known chasms In which these
mighty rivers flow, ns well ns by the
strange tribes llving on the slopes
of thelr gorges and In thelr valleys,
early one October the expedition lead-
er left his headquarters In the little
Nashl hamlet of Nguluko, on the LI
kinng snow range, to explore and to
photograph.

The monsoon ralns were not yet
over when the party of fifteen men
sel out mecompanled by a large car-
avan, which carried supplies for more
than three months The trall took
them down the Likiang pladn 10 the
hawlet of Poshakal: thence over n
small spur, on the top of which the
noopday meal was taken at m Nashl
wayside kitchen,

The paved road whs execrable and
the mln made the much-worn rocks
so slippery that whenever possible o
narrow track hestde the pavement was
used. Thus, toads In this part of the
world are often entirely abandoned

| questlons,

' numbskull.

HIS LAST QUESTION

The tourlst gulde wos getting tired,
He had to answer too any dumb

“And Just where did you say this
boulder came from¥" lIoguired one

The gulde politely replled that =
glacler brought It down,

Then up spoke the lnguisitive one
ngnin: “And where did the glacler
golt”

“Aw." sald the galde, “it went back
after another boulder”

WORST THING ABOUT HER|

{
l
|
1
1

“What Is the worst thing about
ber?™

“That Insignificant little Percy Salpp
who Is alwnys at ber side

Individual Efficiency
“EMclancy” reward must win,
An life goes on, through thick and thin
For any man with eouraga bhlest,
Who goea ahead and does hls best

No Credit

and new ones made by the constant
trot of passing carnvans |

The following day the party ¢llmbed
s high spur, reaching an elevation nfi
10,000 feet, and passed through couns
try whers enormous sinkholes filled
with shrubbery afforded excellent hid
Ing places for roving brigands, A well
graded rock trall led down Into the
Yangtze valley, and along the left hank
upstrenm to the hamlet of Shiku, or
Rock Drum.

It wes market duy In Shiku and Ita
single street was crowded with men,
women, mules, plegn, doge, children,
and what not. The crowd was com-
posed mainly of Nashl, Lissu, and Lolo
tribespeople, who hrought vegetables,
plge, ete, to the market,

In the central part of the town, bullt |
out Into the maln street, |8 an open-
ulr thedter, Since there are no steps
to the stage, e photogeapher of the
party elimbed over n met nl stone
giving the names of the donors und the
amount of money dooated toward the
bullding of the theater, and took pie
tures to his heart's content, while the
erowd at the fool of the stage looked
o,

Funeral In Budsuclo,

At Nudsuolo, a Nashl village farth. |

or up the Yungize, some one had glven
up his mortal twil; mourners were
parnding arotnd 0 graylah-white goae-

metits and henddresses, while leaning

| ngalnst the wall of the deceused's

house was a long row of almost 1ife.
sige humnn «fgles made of bhamboo
framewnrk eoversd with paper. Thers |
were also huge paper horses, sedun |
chalrs, castles, and towers of puper,
ull to be burned at the grave. Thesa
Inaginary servints, lorses, ete, werg

to ministes unto and comfort the de |

parted in the shndow world, I

The Afth day from Likinhg the party
renched Clhutien, on the bhanks of a
tributary of the Yangtze, along which
the trail now followed & mountaln
range, up and down through walleys
and vilinges, till 1t led out wpon the
plain of Lutlen and a much-scuttered
village of the same pume, nestling on
the wslopes of the Mekong-Yangtze
divida,

Below lny n heautiful amphitheater;
ta the right an Imposing bullding on
the billside, n lnmasery, the first out.
post of the Tibhetan church.

The way now nscetided through pine
and spruce forests to the summit of
the Yangize-Mokong watershed Litl
plng. na the divide la known, I8 one
browd, undulating rmnge of alpine
meadows, some 11,000 fest In eleva-
tian, bordered by a dense forest of the
lovellest hemlocks,

The pndergrowth consists mulnly of
a cgnebrake (Arundinaria), while a
thick curpet of moss covers the ground,
The mendows were one wen of hine
and white, for the gentinns nx well
o8 Lthe edelwelss were all In bloom,
Rbododendron hushes, tall nnemones,
unil Irises formed o border on the opt-
skirts of the hemlock forests,

The wir was bracing, the sunshine |
worlous; birds wers ginglng and all |

seemed glud for Hie,

The view townrd the Yangtee In the
enst was winderful, the long ronges
stretehing from north to south as far
AR the eye rould seo, while below Iny
the scattored humlet of Lutlen, nl:‘fl
enshirouded [h morning mist,

Egx Brings Rellef.

If the wiite of un egg Is applled to
i burn or senld s soon s the acel
dent bappens it will ease the pain,

| your evening out, 'm quite prepared

“Rufus, aren’t you feeling well¥* |

“Nossuh, ah sush aln't™ |

“Have you consulted your doetor?”

“Nossul, and Ah aln't gwine to.”

“What's the trouble?! Aren't you
willing to trust him?t"

“Oh, yassub, but de trouble Is dat
he win't altogether willin' to trust me"

Miss Chameleon

First Merchntit—1 have a bookkeep- |
er In my office who has goné gray In
my service |

Secotid  Merehant—That's nothing, |
old lhd. Mizs Smith there has gone
brown, blonde and Titlan red In my
service.~London Passing Show,

These Girls '

Marie—Hello, June,

Jane=Oh, | Just yesterday heard
of your marriage. | hope I'm oot too |
late to congratulate you |

|

One Not Often Accepted

“Pu, what ls 8 standing Invitation¥

*The look o Jdred womnn glves the
young mae who Is sltting down I
the sireet car, son*

LEAD UNNECESSARY

S_—

Witle—Ueorge, there's n burglnr o
the pautry esting my ples, 1 do boe
lieve.

Hubbhy=Do you think so? Then h
wont’ be nécessary for me o give bim
n dose of lead,

Happy Histrion
A atatenman has tg thke & chance
In speaking for a esune,
The kid who does & song and dance
Is wure of his applayss

Not a Timorous Girl
Lody (engoging muid) ~Regurding

to meet you holf way.

Muld=Thnt'll be all right ma'sm ;
I wlan't m bt warrled o' coming home
| In the durk,

Gathering His Own

Constuble—Huow did you cote by
| that pot of huney?
| Tramp—Well, | admit | don't keep
bees, bul wol's to stup a Dloke squees
' It our of the Nowers hlseelf?

Now, Youngster
Ardent Swaln—The trst time |
wioked Ihto your eyos  you  set  my
itlues encing,
Little Brother (hreuking cover)—|
sny, Mr. Jones, which of them /on?
I"asning Bhow,

Heap Big Chief
Stranger—%o you wre the postmas
ar, storekeeper, Justioe of the peace
md constilile of this town,
Notive—Yasslr ! You might sy P

the Mussolinl of Buckeye Corner,

OUR COMIC SECTION

Interference

THERE! Now MAYBE ~
SOME BODY ELSE CAN
GET SOME SLEEP.

=

O YOu o) FRAIN
TvE SieN mu;: C,!‘Q“:ﬂ
MACENT MOUND- :
BANGS

THAT MATT 0OES ownl A
LM B REHA PLACE

THINK OF uS Two
STANDING (P D GET MARQIED
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