Royal Pagoda at Pnompenh, Cambodia,

(Prepared by the Mational Geographle
Hocléty, Washington. D C)
AMBODIA, one of the Impor
tant units among Franee's pos
C sesslons In southwest Asla, s

n hodge podge of the unexpect-
ed It Is a land of forests, damp and
Jeech-dufested : of open savannahs, of
wide rice fivkds and plodding water

buffalo; of tigers and wild elephants;
of humble ecottagers, all lterate,
whose cllef pleasure s writlng

poetry ; of gilded modern pagmdas, and
temples, hoary with age, swallowed
by the jungle; of uutomoblles, troliey
cars, and electrie lghts

The forms of an orlental kingdom
are falthfully followed; but beéhlnd
the king, his five ministers, aud tis
court formalitles, stands the French
resident-superior, nnd at his elbow a
few French soldlers; for Cambodin is
& part of French Indo-China and a
protectornte of France. The country
1s slight!y smaller than the siate of
Missouri and has a population of
about two and a half milllons,

The Mekong, obe of the world's
greatest rivers, I8 the life artery of
Cambodln, Sengolng steamers ascond
the strearn to Puompenh, the capital,
200 milles from the séy; und swaller
steatiers apd Junks traverse the net
work of streams and lnkes bLundseds
of mliles farther loland, Bot It (8 oot
only as u waterway that the stroam Is
useful. On lts overflowed lands the
country’s chlef erop, rice, 1s ralsed o
abundunce,

Muost of the civillzed people are con-
cehitruted along the river und between
fts lower resches and the Slamese
border. The country houses o wll
parts of Cambodia are set on posts
which ralse them from six to ten feel
off the ground. This s necessary
along the river banks because of the
high fAoods, and elsewhere to protect
the housebolders from tigers.

Love Their Mekong.

nagenta. tliad roofs half hidden by
glant palms and fNowering
irees,
hlll top Is the palace of the kKings, sar
rounded by houses for thelr multl-
tudinous feminine retalners, The kings
of Cambodia of the past might be de
scribed a8 monarchs eotirely sur
rounded by womwen, Some were wives,
some servants and hundreds dancing
glrls, tralned frow childbood to per-
form  the Intrieate movements of
dances handed down from the remote
past. The present king has found It
Impossible economically to malatalo
a feminine army of rethluers up to
the old standards,
Restful to the Eyes.

Most travelers from the West who
visit Pnompenh are on thelr way to
Angkor, veperable eity of Khmer cul-
ture, which lles farther north, A brief
glop at the capitil Is welcome, for the
Httle Cambodian clty among Its trees
is restful to the eyes of the river-boat
passengers after monotonous miles of
rice flelds, thick Jungle growths and
swamps that border 1!-1‘ river bank
wearly all the way from Salgon. And
it is a relief to be out of the crulsing
radlus of persistent Mekong mosquis
loes,

Stevedores [Iternlly swarmlng over
eargo boats st the quay Indieate that
the capital is loportant commerciaily.
As the town 18 situnted nt the Junction
of a branch from the Great Lake of
Cambodia and the main channel of the
Mekong from the Tibetan hille, large
quantities of fak, rice, Indigo and cot-

ton from Upper Burma, portions of
Siam, Laos, and northern Cambodia
are brought there for marketing. In

addition smaller cargoes from pearby
tarma and paddy felds nrrive In the
bundreds of sampans and smaller
ernft that dart about the tiny harbor
ke so many water beetlles,

When & boat with toorists aboard
there 1s 0 rush for the “Permis-

docks

Duting the food season u great lnke | sion Office™ where “permlsslons™ are
forss o western Cambodin, Into | granted to visit the king's palace. But
which the waters of the Mekong flow | those who expect lo see a richly
potil 11 becomes & body of water 115 | adorned abode of an eastorn polentate
miles long 18 miles wide, snd more | are soon disilosioned, Without,
than 30 feol doep. Whe severasl bulldings called thée palace

thie wuters | nre uhprets s, ind within there Is

| reservolr back . Hitle that would atirnct more than

un | ordinary attention except o (fe-nized

I | B Med with

river and d T floor lald

f i i 1 5 s
streamn atd at the time 1!' (4] sal of |
the flow this Is cut \\.!!'| Erent cere
Wony l-) the king from (he royal
housebas

The mutives dis | gennine nffec
tion for I! Mel When  Noods

come they put away their ox earls,
truvel the old ronds In boats and walt
for the water to recede. They cele
brate bont races that sttract
every Cumbodian In the vielnlty from
the king to the lowllest native. Gob
dolallke racing bouts, ranging from
iwenty-five to forty-five feet long, are
raowed by 4 score or more men, seated
two by twa. If the throngs massed on
the river bauk are not thrilled by the
competition, they are amused by a
clown who lns his place o ench eraft,

Uhe highlands to the porth are oo
cupied by wild tribes of hunters whoe
must Gght for existence aguinst rank
vegetation, wild animals, soakes and
fnsects, Slave rulds from oelghbor
fug countries have mnde them wary
und susplclous und they look upon all
outlnnders as enemies, Bome of them
protect  thelr  villuges by polsoned
darts stuck up In the ground

Proctically wll of the civilized Cam:
bodlans wre lterste, The country
ubounds in old temples, bullt during
the Cambodlan Golden age, some 700
yours ago.  In these the Buddhist
priests conduet schools which ure at-
wnded by all ehlldren, from those of
humble farmers to those of the royul
fumily

Fonompenh In a colorful capltal met
ppon hilis on the banks of the Me
kotg, lls ornnte temple splres and

with

Fox Collar

Here's & new dea. And very ot
trucidye 1t 1x too, The hody of a fox
ts worn as b ocollar, Nigh vp around
the fes Then two tails are attnched
Sy o allkon rope about six Inches long,
and pre permitted to dangle there,
geparated from the collar liself.

Yellow or White for Sports
(Y thie
win spuris outside of
whiie

conthives o by
fut

ot yellow

irest color

| hold all
w fominipe eomfort, there are lwrge

Vi I sliver [|]Hi
Cambodian woten present a strik-

gly wodern appearatice with thelr
shoet | od what might be mlstak-
vn ot gight for knlckerbockers.
Thls pether garment Is the "sampot.”
In making it o width of cloth Is glrded
about the wulst, then the ends are
folded between the legs and tucked
In st the walst line. Both men and
women wenr the sampot, and It s
often diMenit for n Westerner to dis
tlugulsh between Lthem. The wen, how-
ever, wear n sort of Jacket above the

sumpot, while the women for the most
purt wear a cloth or searf draped
over one shoulder and under the other
Brm.

The West Introduced.

But though the capital ls soaked In
enstern atomsphere, the west hins been
Iutrodoced by the handful of French
oMciula and business mwen, Electrle
gtreet lghts twinkle among the bang-

tropleal |
In n parkilke Inclosure on a |

Ing fowers of tropleal trees; tram |

cars lumber by;
pussage to outlying towns In motor
busses that ply over well metaled
rouds,

Evidence of the high culture and
power of the Cambodinns st the belght
uf their Kbmer empire, from the
Elghth to the Fourteenth centurles is
geey In the remarkable rulned temples
nnd palaces of the old capital city of
Angkor-Thom, now deserted and sur-
rounded by forest and jungle. The
terraces and walls of the old strue-
turea nbound ln excellent stone work,
Intelcate carvings, and highly urtlstie
soulpture, Despite the difficully of ae-
cesa, thonmnds of visltors go anon-
ally to soe the wouders of this old
capitel clty,

Summer Bags
To carry with summer frocks and
the odds nnd ends so vital

nouch boge made of materlal resem-
bling uwning striping and featurlng
the snme brilllant colors,

Petticoats Are Back

Potticonts nre buek and some of the
sounger women nro wenrinhg thele first

atd one may book |

|

A Few
3 Little
iles

TOO MUCH TO BELIEVE!

The chauffenr was holding forth In
the villuge Inn, '

“Yus, my young guv'nor rowed for
Hoxford a little while back, ‘e did*

Iis wudlence stared

“Yus, "¢ wins ‘undreds of races"
went on the chauffeur, warming to his
task. “An ‘e always 'as the name an'
the dute painted on ‘ls scull”

But this was too much for one
lUstener,

“On 'ls skull?" he echoed Indignants
Iy. “Lumme, "¢ must ‘ave an ‘ead ke
an elephant "=London Answets,

—_—

Snappy

A young wnn walked lnto a baker's
shop and nsked for two dozen lonyves
The shopkeeper looked surprised,

“Have you & tea party on?" be In-
quired

“No, sald the man. *“T'm working
at the menngerie, and the kangaroo
has kicked the elephant, so 1 want to
make a bread poultice™

CAN'T FOOL'EM ANYMORE

*Young man, 1 dont belleve you
conld even buy my duughter's clothes™

*Why sure | could! Sbhe don't wear
hardly none at all”

Patriotic
Cur father slipped upon the lce
Becaure he couldn't stand;
He saw the glarious Biars and Striper
We saw our father land,

A Nutty One

“My cow lns run away; did yon sce
anything of It around the villnge?
usked the farmer who lived oo the
edge of town.

“No,” grinned the villnge hall-wit,
*but why dou't you borrow a locomo
tive from the milroad; It lina a cow.
eatcher®™

Slight Mistake

*My lHttle boy wants

eroms-word puzeles

*They are #
madam.™

hey are. 1 Loy

of those

ke
-

old checkerboards,

“a g

't seen one 1o

yenrs.”

NUT S0 FAR OFF

“Lay, Jim, I8 that fellah a not?
*“Not so loud Bill! He's one of
toduy's most populur song wrilers.”

Reminiscence

Fond memories causs sirange unresi,
Though festive be the present mood;
And just when we are happlest,
A lttle *ear will still Intrude,

Taken to Task

“Are you & reglstered pharmacist?’

"You"

“Kxpert at compounding?”

“l hape o™

“Then why do you put cream dross
Ing ont @ lettuce sandwich?"

Impatient Patient
“How I8 the patlent?”
“He disd during the night, doctor
“f feured [t The medicine I pre
peribed doos not take full effect uutll
after o month.*

Must Put Up With It
Mother—Yes, my doughter Is study-
ing the violin. She has a real old 1o
strioment,
Visltor  (sympathetionlly) - *Well,
perhaps she cop have 8 new one goine
dny.”

In Modern Terma
Clty Bapker (visiting the furem)
I suppose that's the hired mun?
Fartmer (who had vigited bunks)—
No. that's the fArst vice president In

Lnew-tehmiped, bow-knotted anderskirts, | ¢hirge of cows,
1 n correspondent wrltes from Purls
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Yes, a-Beautiful Thought
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