Wend Children on Way to School by Boat,

(Prepared by the National Qengtaphls
Buecloty, Washington, D\ C)
ONG ago, when the Goths lald
waste to western KEurope, a
smull band of bulf-wild fugitives
hid for safety In the great
swamps near the Oder—that low, flat,
wooded reglon known now as the
Spreewald. The Wends, this odd frag
ment of u lost tribe call themselves;
and to this day they are hding there,
in this Spreewald swamp. Clannish,
tsolated, and happlest when left nlone,
they are concerned not at all with the
rize and fall of nations around them.

Though In Germnny, the Wends are
pot of It Even the Germans them-
selves look on this lost tribe more as
curions speclmens of an anclent mce
than as a purt of their citizen body.
They are Slava

Probably 1,50 years have passed
slnce the Wenids first colonized In this
great swamp, and sallied forth, led by
thelr pagan kings, to kidnap ehlldren
and to plutder food In what Is now
Poland and Germany, Today obly
fow thousand of the tribe remaln; but
through ail these centuries they have
clupg tenaciously to thelr own odd
speech, thelr socigl {orms and supe
Ftitlons ; and, except for a few of thelr
queerly clad glcls, who sotetimes go
to Berlln as nursemalds, the Wends
seldom quit thelr Spreewnld haunts,

Yet, content ns he ls with hls eel
trops and cucumber patch, his hay
fleld and cherry trees, the wary Wend
will drive a sharp bargiln with out-
siders who come trading for his
carved npoveltles, his wooden shoes
and dishes, his smoked eels, and the
cucumbers of his Island gnrdens.

Stranger than his diet of eels and
cucumbers, bhowever, and stranger
even than his hermitlike seclusion, is
the unique plan of the SEpreewnlder's
sillage and his method of getting
about. The Spree river, rising down
pear the old Bohemian froatier, flows
up through Saxony Iuto Brandenburg
and splits bhere Into bundreds of
brooks and canunls whose watery net-
wark lles all over the Spreewald re-
glon and forms thodsands of (lny
Islunds. The anclent village of Lebde,
buflt 1,400 years ago, Hterally covers
a whole group of these Islunds, each
Individusl house stunding on a tiny
lsle ull its own,

Their Streets Are Streamas,

8o, lnstend of having streets and
sidewalks llke any vormal town, a
Spreewald villnge s served entirely
by these crooked water streets, Every
family has at least one bosat, and in
summer the boat Is the street car, so
to wpeuk ; and there are lnes of public
bouts, poled by stalwart “motormen,”
that run on sehedule time over regu
lar ruutes and loops called “Grobla™

All wlong these waler streets there
are signbosrds that greet you and
polnt the way to varlons settiements.
But instend of saying “two miles.”
for exnwple, to such or such a place,
the slgn says “two hours,” os all dis
tunce |18 measared by the time It takes
to pole to a place.

. Bomg phases of this novel amphibl
oilf Tife feein ulmogt absurd to u visit-

m fuif-.-“ w American bj_:{.
K S 1] d -

F‘-: Mer e?fuu wen or Tor ¥, Eels
& thelll from  brass Band and 4 sireet
parade—and so does the youth of the
Spreewnld. But we have distinetly
American |deas about the correct unl-
fortn a4 brass bund sbould wear, and
we Inslst that & street parnde sball
march In the street. But the Spree
wald form of celebration Is wholly
different, Here the members of the
band dress in long black, funeral-look.
lng coutn and two-quart bowler Lats;
and, Instend of marching. they squat
in a Mot bont, the bass drummer o
the stern pounding sway o8 the boust
*Is poled nlong the ennal !

The country Lere I8 oo low and wet
for grain, but wild bay is oot In abun-
dance, A platform of plies s raised
Iigh nbove the swampy ground and
ot thin the huystack Is bullt,.  Boat
londs of Ly, moving through the
many cannly, look from o distance oy
If they were gliding curivusly abour
the country driven by somé unseen
force,

In winter the whole waoterway net
of the Bpreewnld s frozen over and
beeomes u veritable spider web of ley
lnnes und avenuves, Then the Wend
wenrn special leeshoss, with bis skates
bullt fust to them.  Alded by a light
ten-fuot pole with & sharp splke in
one  end, the Spreewnlder glldes
cuslly about hig lee-bound colony, not
for plessure, but for speed and con.
veulence, Then, too, all burdens that
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are carried by boat In summer are
loaded on sleds,
Eels and Cucumbers,

Eels, cuacummbers and cherry ples an
blg ns prayerrugs fgure In all feasts
In these Spreewnld Swamps,

The Spreewald cel, slim and slip-
pery, smoked or stewed, 18 enshrined

in the songs and traditions of this |

singular community, A Spreewald
swamp home without Its eel traps
would be like a chicken farm without
chicken coops. Whether you like
stewed eel or not, you can't st down
In a tiny Spreewald restaurant with-
out buying one; It slmply fsn't done!
And the eels, gustrooomically, nre
mnted for life with the cucumbers!
These glant cucumbers, deadly
green In shade and wickedly curved
like scimitars, threaten you at every
turn.  Cucumbers In heaps on the
river banks; punta plled high with cn-
cumbers belng poled to mwarkel at
Burg or Coltbus; men, women and
chilldren pluocking, peeling, packing or
eating cucumbers, or asleep on plles
of them, nre always In the sumer
pieture. You wonder the whole world
could consume such uncounted tons

and succumb to imternational lo-

guation, - 2

Even the huge cherry ples, deliclous |
a8 they are, fuirly overwhelm you by |
thelr stupendous size. Throughout the
reglon big, brondmouthed clay ovens,
bullt apart from the houses, are busy
bauking these ples, and as you gllde
plong the canals on n still day the
forest alr Is lnden with thelr appe-
tizing odor.

Buxom Wendlsh maldens, swamp
angels In knce skirts and bare legs,
pusi and pull the ples about in the
ovens with ten-foot poles, pPausing
now and then to recrack some old
bucolle joke with a near-by Spreewnld
swain busy sllcing cucumbers or skin.
ning an eel,

Tourista by thousands from near-by
clties flock to this quaint nook of Eu-
rope In summier; and then the Wend
canlies In his euvcumbers, his eels and
cherry ples, reaps a rich harvest from
hils oddly earved wooden geese and
dolls, and takes toll for poling lovers
und sightseers up and down the laby-
rinth of water lands dividing the
Spreewnld Into 8 thousand charming
green Isles. Here, too, pll klnds of so-
cletles and bunds come for their out-
ings, many wulking cluole of school
boys and girls coming from as far
awny a8 Berlla and Leipsiz.

Superstition Still Rife.

Slaves still to some anclent super-
stitions, the Wends carve erude wood
en figures of beasts, birds and Ashes
and mount them on the gubles of thelr
humble huts. These lmages, they say,
keep off evil splirits and disease and
bring good luck,

Some of these old Wendish super-
stitlons, dating back maybe 1000
years, lind thelr counterparts today In
many ruenl American communitien
For example, the Wends say that a
erowing hen must be killed or she will
bring bad luck. Another Wendish be-
lief eommon nimong other ruces In that
ghen a man dies & window should he
E{n' 1, #0 that Lls soul may take its
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f 1t thunders during & Spreewnld
wodding every one Is very unhappy
for this |s & bad omen,

Muke a wish when you see a shoot-
ing star and the wish will come true,

During cortuln dances held In the
spring the furmers jump Into the alr,
believing that the higher they Jump
on this oecaslon the higher thelr flnx
will grow,

Btewed mice will cure an alcohulla
nppetite, and a plague of rats Is o
sure algn of divine displessure,

The dried heart of o bat killed on
Christmas  Eve, If enrrled In the
pocket, will bring luck at cards,

The rottle of storks’ bills comes to
your enrs M you approach a Spree-
wald villsge—an odd sound, like that
muatde by n boy seraping a stick over
u pleket fence, When these long-
legged birds pest on the roofs of
houses they are supposed to bring
good Tuck, Lightolng will never strike
W house while n etork Is roosting on
It, the Wends declure, Likewise, if &
young stork falls from the nest, it ls
i bad omen,

Bhiould un old "stork quit her nest,
the people liviog In the houks below
should also move out ut onee or take
the consequences. ‘The Wends say
thut at Croation the birds of the
world chose the stork ns king, and
thut It thinks aud eould converse with

wen If ouly Its wogue were longer
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Wall Paper in America

Witll paper was lmporied by the
pirly mottlees of the Colonles.  Tha
fiest factory for making wall pagee
with established In this country In
1700 by John B, Howell at Albany, N,
Y., but tho second one dld not ope
pene untll 1810, Dupelog this perlod
the wenlthy people were In the hablt
of tmporting their waoll paper frow
Englond and Prance,

Soil Nourishment

" Phosgene (s used In dyo maklog, In
the form of farm mabure, nitrogenous
fortllgers  and  grosn manu'e  Crops,
ke clover atd soy beans, 'hosphorus
muy be added by upplying phosplate
fortilizers or farm mnnure, Potassium
muy be added to o #oll o the furm of
furm wanure, crop reslidues and pots
uah fertilizers,

India’s Plague of Beggars

It how fecontly hoon stated that ot
the latost twelfth-yenr fulr nt Maodras,
the roud from the clty to the bathiong
pinee—n distance of two and o halt
milee—wns loed with religlous beg-
gare, witting  shoulder to  shoulder,
Fach had an attendant sitting o froat
sollelting nlws for his master,

William Penn's Colony

On April 20, 1085 Willlam Penn
proposed to his colonists that they
make thelr own lawa, His promise to
the colonlsts want *You shall be gov-
ernedl by lawa of your own making
and lye a free, sober and Industrious
people”

Education in France
Primary edueation ls compulsory for
nll French ehlidren from six to thire
teen; those who do not attend the
government schools are obliged to
prove that they recelve proper tultion
elther ln private school or at homa,

Link With the Past

A shark's tooth was unearihed In &
gardere At Hillingdon, between Uxs
bridge and lekenham, Middiesex, Knge
land. Whet sent to the Uritlsh mu=
poum 1t wos ldentified an belonging lo
the Middle Koeena period

Baseball Uniformas

The frst boaseball team that wore
uniforms was the Knleherbockers of
Now York In 16851, The first to wear
the present-day uniform with short
pants was the Cinclonat! teds In 1508,

Duralumin

The chemlenl properties of durss
lumia are a8 follows: Copper 35 to
40 per cont; mangnnese, 4 1o 1 per
econt; magnesium, 2 to 15 per cent}
alumingm, U2 per e¢ent, minlmum,

Why Seek Great Riches?

“Oreat richea™ sald HI Ho, the sags
of Chlnatown, "bring great respossls
bilities. A few yen will boy luxury,
Milllons of them purchose cnre’—
Waslington Star,

Crime World's Lons
Had Houdinl placed his marvelous
abliitles to evil oses he would have
been the gravest menace #ver knowm
to organized soclety.~American Mage
nzine,

The Only Exception
Note to parenta: The world's first
boy went to the bad-—and It wasn't
the futlt of the nelghbor's brate.—San
Francisco Chronicle.

Don't “Bark" Over Phone

Don't “bark” over the telephone
Lots of business Is lost by people who
do not talk calmly over the telephone,
— Atchlsvon Ulnuh._.

Agricultural Definition
*‘Cowordination In agriculture” moeans
that sfter you dig for worms you dise
cover you have spaded the garden.—
Dietrolt News,

A Magnet Then
It Is easy for o man to loente relns
tives, near nnd distant, nfter he bas
becomi o bero.~Des Molnes Tribune-
Capltal,

Tip to Snobs

Equallty may nol always be pose
sible, but brothorhood always ls—
Amerlean Magnzine,

Calloused Handa

Calloused hands ean he enused from
play nas well an  work,—Atchison
iobe.

Patents Not Utilized
Only 1 or 2 per eent of the articles
patented nre ever commercinlized




