Sumatran Women eof the Rural Districta

(Prepared by the National CGeographie
Soclety, Washingten, D. C)

UMATHA, largest of the Dulch

East Indies, and untll falrly re-

cently In the hands of savages,

s rapldly undergoing develop
ment by lts methodieal rulers It I&
an immense Island, nearly four times
the size of Java and thirteen timwes
larger than Holland iteelf, but Its war
decimated population amounts to less
than 3,200,000, most of which, for varl
ous reasous, 18 pot avallable for labor,
Fecause of this the lsland has been
slow In attracting attention, although
mwore favorably situated than Java and
reher In natural resources.

Juva has already been developed,
Rumatra Is sn teland of great future.
In the development of thal future
practically all the lubor has to be lo»
ported on short-lerm contrucis Chlefly
it 15 Chinese, which Is expensive;
Kling, which 1s viewed with disfavor
by the British Indlan government; or
Javanese, which 1s unwilling to come
and does not thrive ln the climate,

The best ldes of current life In
Sumatra I to be had by leaving the
towns behind and etriking Into the lo-
terlor. From the capital, Medan, the
rond to the south at first leads through
pome miles of country dense and green
with vegetation, with tiny thatched na-
tive buts waking plcturesque brown
spots in the midst of frult trees and
coco palms, As one spproaches oear
er to the hills, this glves way to open
plains covered wiih high grass and
low bushes, the characterist!c tobacco
land of Dell

The larger estates, especially those
of the Dell company, are divided into
sectlons under the adminlstration of
asalstunt managers, Each year only
one-tenth to a Afth of thelr enormous
area Is under cultivation, sinte to
maintain the high quallty of the to-
bacco grown the land 18 left fallow for
from five to ten years after each crop,
During the first year the natives sre
permitted to grow rice upon the fullow
felds; then the soll ls left to ltself
snd to the bushes and rank grass
which soon cover (L. The tobneco erop
Is & rlch one, but ‘he demauds [t
makes upon the land and upon labor

are such that It Is not surprising to
find the newer estates anpunlly devot-
Ing more and more of their attemtion |
and territoriee to rubber ond nll.o-r|
less exacting products

Up Through the Plantations.

Gradually nscending (n altitude, the
road posses through many miles of
these monotonous. fallow-iylog plains,
thelr desolate asppearance only in-
creased by an occnsionnl row of un-
used drylog sheds and a few fre

inckened trunke of bhuge toealnng
trees, solltary survivors of the primeval
forest.

The sections actually In cultivation,
however, are extremely Interesting. |
with muny acres of magnificent tobue-
co plants growing to & helght of five
or six feet lu closely planted paraliel
ridges, Frequently they bedge the
road oo both sides and extend In un
broken rows us far ns the eye cun
tollow over the rolling Pelds

The work of the pluntation is many.
slded and the various natlonalities em
ployed ure urgally engnged In thelr
own distinctive brunches of jJabor.
Thus, slthough sometimes ceploced by
other meen, Chinese predominate In
thie nctual work on the tobaceo plants;
the bullock-cart drivers are Kllngs;
the carpenters are Poyans; the Jav-
anese nre woodwen, road bullders, nnd
gnrdeners; and the Hatnks and B
matra Malays, who are oot oliulnable
In large numbers nor relinhle for rus

tnined lubor, clenr the lund prepara-
tory to plunting, and bulld rosds and |
shods,

The ublqultous Sikh Is often found |
In his favorite cupucity of guntd or
policeman,

Lines of twowheeled bullock carts
with loose roofs of thutched pulm
lenves, matting, or even sheel tn, rua
ble slowly up and down the rouds
bauling supplies and materisl for the
estater. Mony of the slow-plodding In
disn oxen aré magnificent blg Guzerat
anlmnls, with large bupips and long
#llky dewlnps, and, with thelr red-tur
baned Tamll drivers sitting on the
floor of the open-fronted corts, are
strongly reminlscent of the tea plan:
tations of Ceylon,

The rond ls very good, wide, and
well made. There Is practically no

rock In this part of the Island; and
the metaling for the roads wusl be

lmported ; neverthelese, the chief hign:
ways of the coastal plalns and the
pass over the mountalns are all macasdk
amlred. In the highlands, where
metaling has not yet been attempted,
steh ronds as exist are of a very dif-
ferent type. These are of dirt or clay,
well built and malntained, and good In
dry weather, But Sumates has an
enormous annual rainfull, and during
the wet season these clay ronds be
come almost impassable,

Mountaine and Great Forests

The road from Medan to the lo-
tetior, however, glves no warnlng of
what Is to follow. Leaving the plaine
and the tobacco plantations, Mt grad-
ually ascends through wilder country,
and presently, with well engineered
sigzags, beging to climb Into the
mountalne,

As the road climba higher the seml-
tropleal vegetation which bas sue
ceeded the coarse grass of the denuded
plains gives way In torn to magnid-
cent virgln forests, unbroken except

'‘OUR COMIC SE

Along the Concrete

ACOLD AS YEVE 60,
MRS. Snoor /- You

for the narrow, winding path of the
rond. The enormous stralght-trunked
trees, ensnured by glant creepers,
vines, and buge alr plants, make s |
thick n eanopy overhead that only a
im twillght filters in, and that fl|1l|
to resich the ground through the dense,
Impenetrable tangle of vegetstion.

Little brooks of clear water rush
stesply down the mountainside, burry- |
lug to the sluggish yellow rivers of the |
plaies thelr tiny contributions for the
extensions of Sumatra’s coast. But-
terilles f1t In the bineblack etndows;
Jungle fowl, thelr brilllance all sub- |
dued In the obscure half light, vanish
sllently from the edges of the rond as
one approaches, and other litle creep
Ing and fugitive things seck the s |
curity of the unbetraylng jungle. |

Insects with volces out of all pro- |
portion to their probable size screnm |
shrllly from the brapches, and the
oceasional whistle of a bird or lht|
dull boom of a falling tree echo
through the sllent, dark recesses of
Ihe wood

Much of the life of the jungie Is to
be seeti along this MNttle frequented
road which opens up the very heart of
thie virgin forest; but Infinitely more
Is the observer observed I-h-mrllmrl:
the erack of s broken branch betrays
tbe hurrled withdrawal of & larger
anlmal, or o whirr of wings that of |
some startled bird; but only one’s own
sixth sense tells of the bhidden waleh-
ers who sllently follow an Intreding
man's progress with wondering, uo
friendly eyes

Hordes of Monkeys.

The swaying of branches overbenad
ne oue zigeags up the pass does nol
menn wind In the qulet forest; It
means monkeys, and thelr anties are
an unfalllng amusement. Some walt
ln sllence untll the traveler draws
uenr, then plunge buck Into the forest
with n crash of branches which In.
evitulily produces the shock they seem
to have designed. Some tenr Murlousy
nlong through the trees in n desperate
attempt to erom In front of the ear,

When they do eross, far overhesd,
In a stream of small gray bodies fAying
through ihe alr between the treelops
they as furlously ruce along on the
other wlde and cross back again
Others cling to swaylng branches and
bound ap and down 1o a freasy of ex-
citement, shrieking gibes In sharp
erereendo,

Often in the midst of thelr ngita-
tion they suddenly lose all Interest and
forthwith pay no more attentlon to the
Intriuders; or slt In sllence with weas
eannd, whiskered fuces peering solemn
ly down from the trees

Ax 1o Coylon, It would be disastrous
to lenve the motor anguarded any-
where It 8 Bumnntra forest, for every
thing that prying GOngers could on
verew o reflove wotld sooti be re
posing o the treetops,

There ure many tribes of the mon
key people: Httle bluck fellows with
very long telle; trovps of lmpadent
brown ones; shy Mack-and-white mon
keys with fine sllky conts; nod hordes
of blg gruy beasts who chase and
twenk each other, evoking elirleks of
protest.  Alpaof from the baods that
feed und gambal together, nre a few
enormous black bulka which from the
distance might be curlous vegetable
formations In the trees  But they
move, and when examined through
Rlussen, ure seen to be orungoutangs
found here and o Borneo,
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Bulls Used in the Arena '
Bulls wsed o bull Oglite In Mpaln
are of wellknown ilbenge and renred
tn spooinl ostabilshments, The beat
bulls are worth from S200 to 100,
About 1,000 mre kllled anpunily, In
many of the bull Aghts nx many na &
dogen at a tme may be omployed, It
I8 nlso estlmated that G000 horses nre
wned nonually In Spain for thie nmuses
went.

Sense of Humor Defined
*An 1 understand the phense” sald
Adiimn, “sense of humor In the abliity
not to show thut you think u thing is
fupsny. Tt 18 to the lnner man what
Inughter lx to the outside,  1f, instend
of Inughlng ut you, I reflect on your
condition nnd enfoy myself In sllonce,
then 1 hnve o sonse of humor."—From
“Adium and Bve” by John Erskine,

Who Knows

Wo often spenk binpatiently of the
Interruptions that hinder our work,
but In our shortsightedoess wa mny
be sndly mistaking values, It well
may be that the few winutes we give
to helplog or cheerlng another s the
most lmportant work of our whols
duy,

Their Tamtes Differed
A curlous fuct In connection with
Chinng and Eng, the famous Slamess
conjolned twing, was that one was
very fond of wine snd deank It freely
whilé the other was a tectotaler, and
this often gave rise to strife,

Osteopathy
The principles of osteoptthy were
flest discovered and formuluted In 1574
by Dr, Andrew T, SUlL & physician of
Baldwin, Kan, The frst college of
osteopathy was opensd at Kirksville,
Mo, in 1802,

Uncle Eben
*A harddwesrted wan” said Uncle
Eben, “loser friends so fant dat purty
soon he can’t And nobody lo get Into
conversntion ‘bout how hard-henrted
he n"~Washlngton Star,

Supervision Needed
If the master takes no account of
his wervants, they will make simall ne-
count of him, wnd care not what they
spend, who nre never brought to an
nudit.—Fuller,

Lake of Asphalt
On the lsland of Trinldad In & fa-
mous lake known sk “Plieh  lake"
from which asphalt ts exported an-
nually, The Inke Is about 100 peres
In extent.

Progress
The world needs to pause onee 1o
while, Ouee In a whille & pause s
progress.  And oceaslonnlly  roahing
headlong Is not progress.— Atchisow
Globe, .

Forests Cause Cold
Belts of trees make n  country
wurmer, but forests, beenuse they des
taln  and condense passing  clouds,
make a locality colder,

And Then Where Are You?

A word o the wise may bhe syl
clent, but the wise frequently ask for
forther  enlightentent. —8t, Louls
Globe-Dwmocrat,

Real Friendship
®A fricod In need,” sald Uncle Eben,
“Ia d¢ one dat lends assistance instid
o' givin' blg advlee—Wanhington
Star,

Ancient Legislation
The ncts of the English purilament
Ko back to A, I, 12305, of the Scottish

partiament to 1450, and of the Irish to
1810,

Diamond to Cut Diamond

DMamonds ean be cut only with
other dinmonds, Therefore they are
cut with dlamond drills,

Highest Explosive
The bureny of  mines snyn  that

the most powerful explosive known Is
benaoyl peroxide,

Think It Over
It 1 by the henefit of lettors that
nbwent friends are 6 & manner
brought together,

Scrapple’s Other Name
*Poohaus" In Pennsylvaniny  Duoteh
dinlect Is synonymous with serapple,

Cotton Picking

An expert cotton pleker ean gather
800 to 000 pounds per doy,

or send today for this FREE book ex-
the Dr.C.J, Dean |
(used by us exclu-
sively)of treating all
fectal and Colen disorders.




