OUR COMIC SECTION

(Prepared by the Natlonal Oeographle
Boclety, Washingtan, D. C)

E wind and waves of the New-
foundiand banks still traln real
sallors in an age of steel hulls
and steam s motor propuision

that bas almost seen the handlers of
pall cloth disappear from the Atlantle,

These surviving sallors are the
crows of the beautiful fishing schoon-
ers that sall out of the fishing ports
of Newfoundland, the Maritime prov-
fuces of Cabada und the New Eugland
states of America; and the ports
which clalm most of them are Lunen-
burg, In Nova Scotla, and Glovcester
and Boston, in Massachusetts

These (cep-sea Nshermen are n dis-
tinctive type pecullar to the North
American  Atlantle const.  Raclally
they are from the sturdy ploneer
breeds of Highland Seotch, Han-
overlan German, West Country Eng-
Msh, and West Irish which settled
tn Newfoundiand, eastern Canada,
Malne, and Massachusetts when
Awérics was young.

Physically, the American doep-sea
fishermen are strong-muscled and able
to endure bardship. They nre not
slum or clty products, but wre maloly
ralsed in sea-const villages

Ashore, the Bank fsherman is not
consplcuous.  He talks, acts, snd
speaks pretty much as any other class
of American worker.

But It Is st sea that the Bank fish-
erman manifests his distinctivencss
and the splendid Inberited gualities
of the type are seen 1o advantage—
daring lnitlative, #kill In seamanship,
und ability to endure long hours of
heavy labor und the rigors of seafur-
ing i small vessels during the vary-
ing conditions of ‘weather on the North
Atlnntie,

In the North American fisheries the
fust-salling and seawerthy schooner
still remuins as the prime means of
producing fish from the western Al-
Jantle “banke” and the grester part
of the fshing Is done from small boats
known as dorles, which are carried by
the schoober and launched upon the
fishing grounds,
¢ It is this dory fahing which makes
the American fshermun, and In that
terms Is Inciuded the Canadian und
Newfoundlander, 8 distinet type from
his colleagues In other countries, and
udds to his voeation a hazard and
labor which calls fer certaln sterilng
qualities to surmount

The modern Bank Bsbhing schooners
are sodoubtedly the handsumest cotn-
mercial salllng craft sfoat. They are
bulit of wood rod range from 100 to
150 feet in length, with a tonnage of
from 80 to 170 tons, Thelr libes are
fine and designed for speed, butl weatl.
orilnesa bas been so well combined in
the model that nelther quality has
been sacrificed. True, they are terrl
ble eraft for Jumping abowt In A
breeze and sea, but they seldem ship
any heavy water on deck during a
blow, unless “knocked down" or
“tripped up™ by squall or lrregular
wave,

The orthodox Bank schooner Is two-
masted—there have been throe-inas-
ters—and the salts enrried are tain-
mll, foresndl, forestaysall, or *jumbo,”
aud Jib, These are known as the four
“lowers.”

Work on Shares.

Every Bank fshing schooper 1s n
sort of senfaring democracy. The
crew works the ship on a co-operntive
basis, with the skipper aa salling and
fishing “boss" [p some craft the gang
nre ahipped on the share system, their
remuneration consisting of an equal
share of the proceeds of the catch
ufter (he bitls for victualing, lee, salt,
balt, cook's wages, apd other lncl-
detitaly bhuve been pald,

The schooner takes o quarter or a
fifth of the gross stock, nnd this re-
piys her owner for the hire of the
vessel, Out of this slinre come the
cost of lusursnce und upkeep, but In
good sensons, prior o 1014, many
schooners pnid thelr cost of constroe
tlon within twelve modbths,  In those
days, however, n DBunker could be
bullt for S12,000; nowadays they cost
pevernl thmes ol much,

There nre voyages where the men
dranw 870 sach for a week's work, and
others wherg they make but $40 1o two
monthe,  The Goddess of Luck has
something to do with the fsherman's
remmunerntion, but the men who fsh
stendlly throughont the year with
hard-working skippers usunlly moke s
good Income, though It Is never com-
mensurote with the risks they tuke,

The passage to the Banks may be
0 orun from 50 to 60O miles and It 18
usually made ko the quickest possible
tme,

Fishing Schooner of the Grand Banks

When the vessel has run her dis
tance, the “gpot” the gkipper hay been
making for Is found by the lead. The
sounding lead s a fshing skipper's
other eye aud he s usually an adept
In determining his position by means
of It,

While there are many fishing eap-
talns who can navigate by selar and
stellar observations, yet the majority
find their way about by dead-reckob.
Ing, uslng compuss, chart, iog, and
lead, and thelr sccurncy Is often star
tling.

The sawple of the bottom brought
up by the soap or tallow on the lead
and the depth of water give mwost
skippers an exact position after two
casts,

If the gear has been balted and the
weather 1s  favorable, the wskipper
sings out. "Dorles over!™ The dory-
wates, who hold the two top dorles
oh the port and starboard “nests,”
prepare their boats for golog overside
by shipping the thwarts and Jamming
the bottom-plugs In

Ours, pen-bonrds, baller, water-far,
balt-knife, gurdy-winch, bucket, guff,
enll and mast, and all other boat und
fAshing Impediments are placed In
each litle eraft, and It Is swung up
out of the nest und overside by means
of tackles depending from the fore
and maln shrouds

Two fishermen secure thelr tubs of
baited lines and jump into the dory,
which Is allowed to drift astern, The
painter Is made fast to a pin In the
schooner's taffrall and the dory s
towed nlong by the schooter. As the
other dories nre lnunched, they are
deopped nstern, made fust to each
other, and towed by the schooner.

Setting the Lines

When all the dorles are overslde,
the skipper, at the wheel of the
schooper, determines the direction in
which be waots to set his lines, and
the dorles ure let go, one at a thme,
ns the vessel salls wlong. A schooner
“running” ten dories will have them
distributed ut equal distances along a
four or five-mlle line and No. 1 dory
Is often out of wight from the position
of No, 10,

When the last dory bhas been
dropped the skipper will eltber “Jog"
down the lloe again o remaln hove-to
in the viclplty of the weather dory
while the .oen are fishing.

In the dories, when the schooner has
let thewm go, one Bsherman ships the
onrs and pulls the boat in the direc
tlon given him by the skipper, while
the other prepares the gear for “set-
ting.”

The end lne of the first “tub™ of
baited long-line ls made fast to 4 Lght
fron uochor to which a stout ling and
buoy-keg Is attoched This s thrown
over Into the water, and the fsher
man, stunding up io the stern of the
dory with the tub of long-tine before
him, procesds to heave the balted
gear Into the sea.

The plcking up of these tiny buoys

und fags, scattered over five or six |

miles of ocean, 18 quite a knuck, und
the fabing skippers seem (o posNeéss
an ancanny sense of loeation In fnd-
ing thews, Schooners hive been forced
to leave thelr gear In the water and
run to port for shelter in gales of
wind, and bave returned two or three
days afterward to plek It up ngain
without much trouble.

When the loes bave been hauled
and the lust anchor Is wp, the fsher-
men row or sall down to the achooner,
which Is generally lovering around
like o hen keeping guard over her
chickens, ‘The dory rounds up along-
Alde the vessel, the puinter ls cuught
by some one aboard her, nod, after
handiing up thelr tubs of long-lines,
the two Bshermen pltch out thelr fish
upon Lhe schooner's decks,

In summer, fog s the fNsbermun's
worst enemy. Dorles mny be strung
out when It Is fine and clenr, and be-
fore they can be picked up agaln they
are banketed from view in o wel,
pight-defying mist,

The skippers nre wonderfully clever
ot loguting the hidden dories, bot it
often happens that some ennnot be
found, and thelr nanes are listed with
the yearly death toll of the Banks.

But there are not muny casonlties,
conuldering the frequency of the fogs,
and on one occhslon 68 dorles were
reported ustray from thelr vessels and
all wefe elther pleked up by other
schoopers or else rewed In from the
Bunks to the lund. Some of the dis
tances steay Dibermen have rowed In
dorfes secm Incredible, but a pull of
10 to 175 miles In rough weather and
without food 15 not an unasunl seeom-
plishment
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Modern Suite

Evidently 1t b remnloed for Calk
fornln to glve the world a new slyle
In architecture. At the roent oot
ventlon In Detroll, the Georglan, Ells-
nbethan, Roman, Quesn Anne, ete,
hid been discussed as to thelr rels-
tive merits for various parta of the
country,

"All very fine” fnully Interrupted
the Callfernian, “but oul our way,
we're Intreducing an  entlrely new
siyle, to wult our own selfevident
noetdn—n garage fTor three cars, with
a bulltin lving room,”
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