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In a Moment of Reflection
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A Little Difference of Opinion
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(Prepared by the National Oscxraphie
Bociety, Washingtes, I C)
NE mny wsee France elther
| O through 1ts front doors or lts
back doors, The fiest Inelndes
trains de luxe, bustiing clitles,
big hotels, and personally conducting
guldes; and the natlonal front-door
steps are serubibed o n whitetieas for
your anticlpated nrrival,

The second leads you, by unire
quented paths, past the back doors of
Il‘urully life and native customs No
body knows you're comlug, so you pet
the potluck and warm weloome aecord
ed to an unexpected guost,

The back-doors voynger, whose pa.
tron saint ls Mobest Louls Stevenson,
has & confirmed preference for dolng
it afoot or astride & donkey or a bl
eycle; butl a4 newer way Is by canoe,

| Sueh a recent voynge began st 8L
| Malo, Brittany, Wide, wet sands
| where red-capped  fishermen  mend
thelr nets, n tangle of parrow streets
atop w fortified rock whose turreted
rampartis are grim with an agelong
beating back of the sea and sen-borne
Invaders—that Is St Malo,

La Rance, an Inlet of the sen nt 8¢,
Malo, was the startiing polot, It Is
n placld-appearing channel when the
thie is In, but when the tide turne the
wery bottom seems to drop oul.  The
tdal rise In La Rance s between 23
and 00 feet nccording to the senson
Bo rapld 18 the rise that Breton farm
er-fishermen declare that a horsetran
on the flats s the water starts In

| gannot escupe 1L

| At Le Chateller Ix the Arst lock
which separate: the torbulent Hanee
from the [leet-Rance canal, “Conal™
seems nimost a lbelous description of
those Idylllc streama.  Instend of some
inflexibly stralght eut, Imprisoted bo
tweent stone embankments and wug
gestlve of sewage, lmagine wsylvan
windings Innumerable, * water [lllea
afloat, bank -bordering poplars n-march
ngalust the aky, and fur ahead the
stbaquecus ghost of some woodland-
embowered bridge dipped In  the
mirroring vistn,

Dinan and Beyond,

Dinan Is the first town of Impor
tance to be reached on the (et
Rance canul, The clap of mabots re
sounds through the quaint streets
whose Fiftoenth ecentury house walls
and carved aeades befittingly frame »
seene of mmowy-capped old women and
shovel-hatted old men, with (helr
shirewd, kind faces of applered fresh.
nesn, Never were such old folk as

Irhm Breton pessants—old, merely,
like some sensoned vintage of *lm
prisosed sunshine”

Beyond Dinsn all Is “lttle conntry,”™
na the French say, with here and there
a cluster of red roofs, or s distant
splre, or lock-keeper's house, (o ndd
thelr charm to that cnnoetempting
strenm, Everywhers there are locks
At one stretch there are 13 within
four miles,

Locks ure conntructed for slzable
| boats, not for canoes, Bat the good-
| nutured lock-keepera  moderate  the

waler's lorush by opening the siules’
gradunty. In fact, locking through—
und especlally 1o “descending” locks,
where the water sloks to the level of
the stream nhead—becomen even an
nhsorbing, pleturebook  experience.
Down you go, gradoally loslog sight
of the world, as the lock walls rlse
| towerlng about you, ‘The ponderous
gatea nhead of you, closed llke some
blg, black book eover, ssl yom to won-
| dering what lles behind them, Then
uwlowly they open~the bobk covers
| purt—and some pew and charming
pleture, o Corol or perhaps & Cazln,
In disclosed.
| At Rennes one leaves the eansl and
| enters the Vilaine river. It Is unother
lovely stream, which winds Its way
through & Nexuous, closely shorn land
| of, one might almost say, natursl golf
Hnks, Perhaps It Is an Indireet com-
pliment to the beauty of French water-
[ ways that this one should be called
| Ugly river.

At Redon the Parlsbound ennoelst
enters the Nantesu-Brest eanal which
stretches to the Eedre rlver, o tribo.
tury of the Lolre. This latter rlver
s entered at Nantes and o followed
upsteenm  for pearly 200 wiles to
Orleans,

| Avold the Loire Sands.

| The Loire Is noted for s sand
Though the French glass snd coment
Industries work overtime and the
dredges do thelr best, thelr united ef-
forts at exhnusting the sand of the

| Lolre nre about as effoctive ns “seven

A Canal.Side Town In France,

mitlds with seven mops®™ sweeplng wp
n wod beach. It le hopeless, even for
n cunoe; the best plan Is to ship the
coraft to the wmiddle Lolre, whore the
chatenux are many and the sand
whonls mre fewor,

Langeals, Luynes, Ambolse, Chau-
mont, Blols—outstrung Jewels on the
river bank of the Lolre! Yet (hey
nre Jewels which were fashlonsd and
set on thelr rivercommanding holghts
nt diferent periods and with different
nima  Neveriheless they have an bls
torleal bomd, slnee most of them ocew-
py the sites of Roman enmpa, from
which they derive thelr names,

Longeals s a corrupted form of
Allngnvin, nnd Mallle (the oider name
of Luynes) ls but a slight modification
of Malfelume it Guilla decllned to
retunln & Roman colony, and by de
krees theso sites fell Into the hands
of the early Frenchmen, Thereupon
they erected fortresses, and the Ito-
twans belng out of the way, proceeded
to battle among themselvea

Luynes’ geim walls and onoroament
ed towers glve ue a fulr ldea of what
this military fortress was In  (he
Twellth century, whoen the powerful
nobles warred agninst esch other and
even agalnst the king

Around Langeals centersd the great
batties between the counls of Anlow
and the barons of Touralne, From be
hind Its walls Richard of Fagland
{who wan also 8 count of Anjou) de
fied the crown, and for centurles the
English continued to use the castle as
0 base fuor gentlemanly briganduge,
until  the  unhappy  nelghborhond
botight  them off with 2000 goid
crowns, stipnlating that the fortress
b destroyed,  Thereafier hard-fstad
Loule X1, having quelled his unruly
vassule and unified Franee, rebullt for
himself a modifed Langeals—the
cnstle nx It stands today,

SBome Lovely Chateaux.

Anmbolse and Chaument belong o
the same contury as Langeals and
show the aathe tendenciea. They are
milltary strongholds, softening under
prnamentation of plonacle and cure
Ing ftoward & purpose which became
nlways less warllke and always mare
laxvrioun

Of (his gradunl transition the foal
stage la seen In the chatenux of Diols
and Azayde-Iidesn, whers not & ghost
of the sombes feadal fortress remulns;
where windows, and ool loophales,
look out upon parks instead of draw
bridges, and whers ornament expands
Inte the embrolderies of 8 pleasure
pulace in which the rustis of siikn han
replnced the clang of mall, Blols 1s
for the traveler who prefers to hob
nob  with the ghosts of gorgeous
eurdinnls  and  queena and satin
doubileted courtier

At Orleans the eanal s regaloed
and stretehes off 1258 kilomsters to the
Selne, At Hugos, stlll on the eanal—
at the Intersection of three, In fact—
beging the press of eanal traffic that
mounts by the mile as Parls la ap-
pronched.

The French enonl system  dates
back to 1038, when the Cabal de
Briare was constrocted, Since then
It han Jwelled Into a vam complexity
of routes which total more than 3000
willes of cannis and cearly 7,000 mlies
of navignble rivers, eanallzed and non.
ennslized,

It 18 no exaggeration to say that
troffic may be moved from any one
to any other part of France over this
remurkable system, which entalls an
annual upkeep expenditure of 30,000,
000 francs, [ty longest link Is the
Cannl du Midl, which extends 350
mlles ncross sonthern France connect
Ing the Hhone with the Atlantle
otenn. 4

The maximum of trafe 1o found on
the Murnean-thin ennal, which In
1919 enrrled 110000000 K. T, or kilo
metrie tons. A K. T, Is one ton which
hing been transported one kllometer
Multiplylng thus the tonnsge earried
by the distance 1t moved, we fAnd In
the same yoar a grand iolal of T78,
000 K. T, a8 the ennal traMe of
all France,

Quite Natural

“Ie's quite uo nuto fNend, len't he?
Nover seen without bl cnr.  Always
dolng sixty miles an hour or more”

“Thut sot 1 saw him yesterdoy
without 1"

“Where wan he?*

“He wos sitting on the eow-enteher
of u trolley enr with a steerlug whoe
uround by peck*

No mother in this enlightened age
would give hor baby somethlng she
did vot know was perfeetly harmless,
especially when a few drops of plaln
Castorla will right a baby's stomach
and end alwost any little L. Frotfol
neas and fever, too] It sooms no time
until everything la serche,

That's the beauty of Castorin; its
gentle Influence scoma Just what s
nesded, It does all (hat ecastor oll
might accomplish, without shock to
the system. Without the evil taste
W delicious! Being purely vogels
nble, you can glve It as often as
there's a slgn of colle; constipation )
dliarrhen ; or need to ald sound, nat
ural sleep,

Just one waming: It Is genulne
Flotcher's Castorln that physiclans
recommend. Other preparations may
be Just un froe from all doubtfal droge,
but no child of thls writer's 18 golng
fo test thewm! Desldes, the book on
care and feeding of bables that comes
with Fletcher's Custoria I worth Ita
welght In gold,
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Gift of Golden Eagle
to Yellowstone Park

A large golden eagle, a bird sven
more fine abd majestle than the bald
eagle shown on the American econt-of-
arms, has been prosented ‘o Yellow.

stone  Nutlonal park by Harry B
Boughers of Fort Wayne, Ind  Mr,
Boughers found the eugle with s
wing Injured, apparenily by gutshot,
und kept W wevernl weeks until Ite
wound was healed. Anslous that the
bird should not be exposed to any
more pot shots In 4 densely populuted
reglon, he seat It onl to the park st
his own expense, requestiog that It be
kept and fed well for & short tlme and
then released to find ltn own home In
the mountalne

Yellowstone Natlonal park has fro-
quently Rgured as the murce of donne
tlons of such animuls ws bson and
elk. bt this ls ane of the few cases
on record where (he process has been
reversed.  This I &t least partly due
to the fact that the national park
service han steadily adbored to a pol-
ley of refusing to lutroducs animale
or plants et native to the reglon,

Te Cure a Cold in one Day

Take Lavative DROMO QUININE Tab.
leta, The Hafe and Proven Remedy
Look for slgnature of M. W, Grove on
the box,  30c.—Ady,

Gamekeeper's Find

A pamekeeper near Aherdeen, Scote
land, has bud a remarkable experience
among foxes

He discovered the Inle of a fox
among the heather, and afier & good
deal of hunting suecesded In trapplog
the old pair, A few days laier he
found on the ledge of & rock pear Lhe
den fve young fox cubw,

It chanced that be had at bhome a
eat with kittens the same nge us the
cubs, ®o he took two of them home
nnd placed them beside the mother
enl,  Bbhe took kindly to her cotmmen
enemy, and ecared for them.  The
young cubs have become quite friend.
Iy with the kittens, and the cat (e
proving an excellent foster mother,

Plane Wedding Not New

These alrplune weddings are “old
sl uecording to M. Mary A. Boyn-
ton, noted geologlst. Fiftyslx years
ago Mra, Boynton became n bride In a
balloon ascension from Ceateal park,
New York eity, That method was her
own wuggestion. Fven an now the
legality of a mardage la the alr was
questionsd at the time,
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