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SUTSCRIPTION RATES

One Year.... L4150
Six "Munths...... ab
Three Months o
Ringle Coples. W5

ADVERTISING RATES:
Display, transient, running less than
one month, first inzertion, per inch,
25¢; subsequent insertions, 12%e¢;
display, regular, 12%¢; locals, first
insertion, per lins, 10¢; suhsoguent
insertions, per line, 5c; lodge resolu-
tions, per line, S¢; church soclals and
all advertising of entertainments
gondycted for pay, regular rates
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ABUSING A PRIVILEGE.

A few months ago the city council
of Heppner decided that an oppor-
tunity for filling a civic need had ar-
rived and they announced to the pub-
He that the council chambers would
be open at all hours of the day as a
reading room. The committee hav-
ing charge of the reading room has
seen to it that the tables have been
supplied at all times with suitable
reading matter consisting of books,
newspapers and magazines and the
chamber has been made a comfort-
able place for the men of the town,
especially, to spend their evenings In
reading. Many have taken advan-
tage of it. But now the reading room
may be closed. Closed because some
of the young men of Heppner, for
the main part, school boys, have
abused the privilege which has been
accorded them.

These young men wre not in need
of a reading room, particularly, since
the larger portion of their daytime is
spent in the school room. The public
reading room is & convenlent place
for them to congregate, and it is
there that, in working off some of
their excess “pep', thay engage In
boxing contests and scuffles which
result in broken chairs, scratched
tables and broken book cases. What
these young fellows need is a well-
equipped gymnasium and not 4 read-
ing room. Through thelr past con-
duct the room may be closed, because
the city marshal cannot spend his
entire time there in order to insure
thelr proper conduet. It s to be la-
mented that we lose such a public
asset as our reading room, for there
are many who get enjovment out of
the privilege that is accorded them
and they are in no wise responsible
for some of the roungh-neck work
that has taken place there,

The work of the deadly grasshop-
per of last year becomes more appar-
ent as the cold weather continues
and the hay runs shorter. However,
we find consolation in the hope that
the winter will prove too severe for
the crop destroyers' return another
season.

RURAL WIRE TAPPERS.

Moral erusades have been under-
taken without effect agalnst the
Peeping Tom of the rural telephone.
Sermons have heen preached without
tesult. The habit pergists In the face
of all efforts to put a stop to the nui-
sance. A disheartened party liner
writes in despair to the Newberg
Graphic complaining that he can
have no secrets from his nelghbors.
The spy In Europe who' steals the
war secrets is shot. The common
thief is sent to prison. But the pur-
loiner of telephone conversations
cannot be taught that it is a8 wWrong
to steal a conversation as a coin.

Thus the victim's grief Is told. Out
of a bitterness that must have been
wrought of sorry trial he hints at
such punishment as boiling the of-
fender in oil. But how can the evi-
dence be fastened upon the most per-
sistent offender? Even If the suspect
goes about the community telling the
wire secrets of his neighbors the evi-
dence would be purely clrecumstan-
tinl, He might plead that someone
told him that someone told someone
«lse who had learned from someone
who had been informed by someone
else that Lem Jones was about to
marry Sue Bmith. Then, who tapped
the wire?

No, the matter is not one for legis-
lation. A law against llatening over
the wire would provide no adequate
remedy. BEducation having falled to
establish a code of morals, but one
alternative remains. Human ingenu-
ity must step in. In the city the
problem has been largely solved. The
bell ringe only in the particular
home that is being summoned. This,
of course, would not solve the prob-
lem in the country where “wire tap-
ping'' has become a habit. Persist-
ent curfosity would take the worst
offenders to the line whether the bell
rang or not. Bome of them, we sus-
pect, would be at the Instrument ev-
ery five minutes seeking to intercept
i message. Yet the city system sug-
zests an ldea.

If the telephone can be made to
call only the party that Is wanted,
perhaps it can be made to repel those
who are not wanted. 1f three rings
«all Jones an automatic attachment
that would turn a strong electrie cur-
-ent into Bmith's receiver would
break the 8miths of the lstening

| That word “preparedness’ is about
ho bimzest In our lougnage I
means to be ready to meot oppos:
tion,

As recentiy used it has only hr‘enl
applled to meeting an attack from |
foreign powers, but that does not be-
gin to cover all its meaning. We put
a lock on the door in defense of pos-
gible burglars, This Is one form of
preparedness. We put on mittens
and mufers when we go out into
zero weather, that iz another form.
We drain stagnant ponds to discour-
age the fever that may be waiting
to mount on wings of the malaria
and charge upon the health of the
household. We say the nation should
he prepared to meet any attack, but
the states should likewise be pre-
vared. An Iidle and hungry man is
a danger to a state and the slate
should be prepared to give such an
one employment and wages for his
work. The pest that attacks fruit
trees is a danger to be promptly met.
Some of our horticulturists have
learned to be prepared against the
spring frosts that may steal in and
attack the orchards when in bloom.

The prudent man finsures his
house to be prepared against fire.
The prudent state sees to it that all
the children are enrolled in the
schools as & means of preparedness
against that very worst enemy of
man, Ignorance.

As it is often easler to prevent
sickness than to cure it, so a pru-
dent city sees to it that the vices are
not flaunted in the faces of the child-
ren or vulgar plays or pictures pre-
sented. A humane city keeps tah on
its poor to see that suffering is pre-
vented and that there iz not through
want an incentive given to the very
poor to commit erime.

Men, wemen and children ara lke
birds. Some are dependent, others
are like birds of prey, and when so-
clety is enlightened it sees to it that
the strong do not crush the weak.
Thus we see that the chief end of
enlightenment of the earth is to try
to keep the world prepared against
enemies. These enemies are cold
and hunger and disease and sorrow
and want as well as the strong hands
that come to despoll their fellow
men.

Forelgn powers do not often at-
tempt an invasion and conquest, but
these other enemies are always on
watch and ready to attack any weak
place.

‘When & cold wave is on the march
and headed this way, a ton of coal
and & big box of food make a won-
derful preparedness for a household
of poor women and children. Pre-
paredness is a splendid thing for a
nation, it {8 more splendid when all
the people of the nation are prepared
against idleness, fgnorance, want and
sorrow.—Goodwin's Weekly.
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Morrow county doesn't have to
spend her time considering the
“whys and wherefores'” of a scenlc
highway. We never did boast of
scenic beauty hereabouts, But a good
road, built anywhers within the
county, would prove & good market
road, since every corner of the coun-
ty has something at nearly all sea-
sons of the year that needs to be
hauled to market. Let us construct
good roads to our chiel markets and
the tourist travelers seeking scenic
beauty will travel our good highways
without e single question. ~

BCENIC AND MARKET ROADS,

Counting the chickens hefore they
ars hatched, the Portland Journal es-
timates that iIf money could be se-
cured in advance of timber sales in
the Oregon National Forest a paved
highway could be bullt around Mt.
Hood from the Multnomah county
line to a connection with the Colum-
bia Highway at Hood River. The
possibllity of obtaining money for
such & road is contained in a recom-
mendation that has twice been made
by the secretary of agriculture in
his annual report, He recognizes the
burden laid upon Western commun-
ities by the non-taxable forests and
proposes that money be advanced by
the government for road construe-
tion, to be later pald back from the
counties' share of the sales of timber
in the nationa! forests.

There s little hope of money for
road bullding from this source in the
immediate future, for with a treas-
ury deflcit staring it in the face and
with unprecedented demands for ap-
propriations being made upon It from
every side it Is highly unlikely that
Congress will conslder this an aus-
plefous time for righting the wrongs
of the Western states. But if the|
secretary of agriculture's plan should
ever be adopted and money for road
building in forest land counties thus
be made available, It I8 hoped that
Lane county would not use her ghare
in building a scenic boulevard that
would be of value chiefly to tourists.
Beenle boulevards are desirable, but
there are other road needs that must
bhe met first.

If the secretary of agriculture's
proposal, or any other plan for ad-
vancing money to forest countles, Ia
to be succesaful in equalizing the in-
justice of the present eituation in

den of no small proportions has been
lnid upon the taxpaying public,

il advauncing money to be repald
from future receipts from tlmhori
sales §s to correct this Injustics,!
something more than building seenle
roads within the forest must be done.
The entire county has felt the lack

of tax revenue and its development
lins been correspondingly held back.
Thus the roads in the valley—ronds
that are wholly apart from the for-
asts, but nevertheless a part of the
county’sssystem of communication—
have failed to recleve as much as
they should and are by no means as
complete as they ought to be.

The fact that the forésts are non-
taxable and at the presant time pay
little revenue to the counties In
which they are located constitutes
a dlstinct injustice to the people of
the Western states, This mjustice
is realized by the secretary of agri-
culture, and his plan to advance
money to be paid back from future
receipts is an attempt at remedy.
But putting this money Into scenlc
roads in the forests will not balance
the account. If justice is to be done,
the funds available from this source
—Iif Congress agrees to provide
funds—must be placed at the coun-
tles disposal in such a way that gen-
eral road development will be made
possible.

Scenic roads are a valuable asset,
but Oregon’s great need I8 8 system
of market roads that will develop
the back country msnd bring It In
touch with the trading centers.
Wherever scenic boulevards can be
made an important part of such s
system, well and good, but the point
to be insisted upon {s that the great-
est attention be pald to the roads
that will ald In the development of
the whole country.—BEugene Regls-
ter.

The Oregon Journal says, “it Is
understood that Woodrow Wilson
will undoubtedly be the unanimous
choice of the democratie party for
President,” and Oregon's great In-
dependent newspaper ought to come
pretty nearly to knowing the lay of
the democratlc political land. How-
ever, has the Journal conversed with
Mr. Wilson lately in regard to his
one-term 1dea? .

Another set-back to the builder of
huge fortunes. The Supreme eourt
finds that the income tax is valld and
incomes of more than §1,000,000
may be required to pay as high as
50 per cent with a view of meeting
preparedness cost.

REWARD!

The electric transmission line re-
cently completed and in operation be-
tween Heppner and Ione, the llves of
the operators of that line, and of the
public who travel the strests and
roads which the line uses, have been
through the malice or Ignorance of
someone, placed in serlous danger to
property and life. The line carrles
an 11000-volt current. Contaet with
that current would be instant death,
Safety from that contact depends up-
on the perfect Insulation where the
wires are fastened to the insulators,
and a continuous unbroken wire line.
A broken insulator releases the wire’
and it drops to the pole, which at
once becomes a carrier of the cur-
rent. A pole charged {s dangerous to
anything coming In contact with It,
a broken line coming In contact with
anything living means death, We con-
structed the line along accepted
standards of safety to lite; {f any ac~
cldent occurs through the act of any-
one else they and not we are llable for
it. It is for the purpose of safe-
guarding the public that the laws of
Oregon impose a severe penalty upon
those who molest or disturb the safe
operation of lines of this character;
shooting at or breaking Insulators
or breaking wires may bring on ser-
{ous danger to innocent operators at
the generating statlon and the pub-
lle. Disturbing the operation or loss
of property is the lesst of attending
avils. We have our operators and the
public to safe-guard, Therefore, we
will pay Fifty Dollars Reward for any
information that will lead to the
identification, arrest and convietion
of anyone injuring, tampering with
or molesting any part of our trans-
miasion line, and we give notice that
prompt and effective prosecution of
any offender, irrespective of age or
sex will follow any such act or acts.

THE
HEPPNER LIGHT & WATER CO.
Heppner, Oregon, :
January 10th, 18186,

At the Federated Church.

The special services at the: Fed-
erated church will continue over Bun-
day.

Bpecial preparations that will, no
doubt, make the services, 11 a. m.
and 7:30 p. m,, interesting and prof-
itable to all,

Mass meeting for men and boys 3
p. m. A fine meeting last Bunday.
Come and make this still better.

Rev. Berry, District Superinten-
dent of the M. B. echurch will preach
Monday at 7:30 p. m.

W. B SMITH, Pastor
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Oregon snd other Western states, it

- Remnant Sale

WE are going through our

stock and throwing on the
Bargain Counter all odds and
ends before taking stock. You
will find some really good bar-
gains. Come in and get your
pick before they are all gone.

Thomson Bros.

iany Doans Wonth o Fam

NOWLEDGE FOR Y o IN EVERY ISSut or

THE FARMER'S FRIEND

For the past sixteen years the WESTERN FARMER has been fighting the
battles of the Pacific Northwest Farmer—from its very inception its advice
and counsel has proven the short cut to profits for its readers and the exten-
sion of its influence is shown by the fact that

WESTERN FARMER IS READ IN MORF THAN

60,000 oF THE BEST FARM HOMES
This 60,000 circulation is more than double that of any other farm paper

in the Paciﬁc Northwest,

Join the ranks of the progressive farmers in this territory.
subscriber to Western Farmer now and read the 1916 articles by Western
Farmer’s special staff of writers pertaining to every branch of farming.

You can get Western Farmer for a whole year, two issues each month, by
taking advantage of our special clubbing offer with the

THE GAZETTE-TIMES

Call at the office of The Gazette-Times and learn how to secure
both of these splendid papers—The Gazette-Times, which is Hepp-
ner and Morrow county’s foremost paper and Western Farmer the
best edited and most practical farm paper of the Pacific Northwest, at &
special clubbing price, or write direct to

WESTERN FARME

PORTLAND

Become a

OR SPOKANE

MONEY TO LOAN ON
FIRST FARM MORTGAGES

E. J. Roberson,

702 Title & Trast Bullding,
Portland, Oregon.

prmm—————— )
NOTICE.

1 have sold the business of the City
Meat Market to Johnson & Stover and
wish to thank the people of Heppner
for their liberal patronage extended
to me. All persons owing me on
past accounts will confer a favor by
settling as soon as possible,

FRANK HALL,

3

a

HOW OLD ARE YOU?

Annual
Rates per
Thousand
21 « §7.98
25 - 9.5
80 . 11.40
85 - 18830
40 - 1520
45 . 17.10
50 - 10.00
55 « 2090

We have more
money on
iand in pro-
portion to
losses sustain-
ed than any
other Com-
pany (no plan
barred) in the
U. 8.

Our Policies are founded on HONESTY, COMMON SENSE AND ECONOMY

If you are 80 how does $2000 pro-
tection for your family at a cost of
$22.80 per year look to you?

Or $4000 at age of 40 for §68.80
annually?

It is abeolutely unnecessary to pay
& high price for pure life insurance
when the expensive frills of cash and
loan values are lopped off.

Our Company will insure the finan-
clal future of your dependants at
such a low cost per thousand, that
you can AFFORD to carry AMPLE
protection.

GUARANTEE FUND
LIFE ASSOCIATION

OMAHA, NEB,

Call on or write

Briggs & Notson, Agents
HEPPNER, OREGON

Our
Policies
Contain

Ideal
Disability
and

Old Age
Benefits,

e
To the man 40
years old who
wishea to
leave an ade-
quate estate,
we offer $10,-
000 Insurance
at & cost of
$152.00 per
Year, This
can be left
$4,000 cash at
death and
$60.00 per
month for 10
yoars,
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