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Farming Strips Along Highways

BY E, H. HROWN

O infrequentiy in driviog along
N the country roads, one copes

upon  a sirip thal bas been
braken up and planted 1o & erop, A
little further along, perhinps, one sees
the road all grown up to ragweed,
quuck grass, snmuch, or the lke, and
wonders why there are not more
furmers wlio farm elegr out to the
road,

Why not, lo be sure? Probably
the principal reason {z that there are
100 muny shade trees, fences or other
obatruetions (o the way. Local con-
ditions must determine whether or
not it will be wise to stiempt the

.eropplug of the sirips along the roads
and lapes, Our purpose, however, is
to tell of cases in which such a ven-
turé bas been tried and the resulis
secomplished therchy.

Of all places for ralging root crops,
the last that wonld suggest isall to
a sober minded person would prob-
ably be the lanne down which the
dilry herd s driven to pusture dully.
Mr. L. C, Cornell, of Michigan, has
such a lane. He plowed it up (his
year, and by running the bagk fur-
row In the center of the road, made
it 80 that It shed water. The fur-
rows looked so nice and siraight that
he conld not reslst the temptation to
try some rutabegas, and 50 he sowed
& quarter ol a pound of the seed
about July 10, and dragged it in,

On September 28 the writer drove
down the lane und found that therw
were rutabagas growing, among some
weeds to be sure, and promising a
vield of 150 bushels, The lane is
about 80 rods long, and there can-
not beé much more than one-fourth
of an aere Into the roots. Mr. Cor-
nell thinks he ean turn them off at
45 cents a bushel without much trou-
ble.

Sovernl years ago, Mr. J. Fred
Smith, a Holsteln breeder at Byron,
Mich., had & roadside thal was [ull
of brush. There belng no fence to
linder, he plowed clear out to the
road, and put the field into sugar
heets, Thal Summer there woye Bel-
glang who looked after the weeding,
that belog part of the contrsict with
the sugar factory., Perhaps | wae
rather hard on the Balglans, bul Mr,
Smith took n greal deal of satisfac-
tion In telling how he wag smooths
lng down the roadside, and geiting
it fu shape so that he could seed it
down later and have It free from
brush or wends,

Mr. J. J. Beel is o frult grower and
sinee nb stock I8 running loose, he
needs no fencing on his farm. The
ropdside was wll grown up to June
griuss. Two years ago the whaole
length of the road, which divides the
farm in two, was broken up. To get
rid of the sod, Mr. S8eel forked (L fnto
wagons and bauled it off te certain
parte of his sloping orchard, whers
gullies and washouts had formed.
These sods, together with corn stalks
and other refuse, mude splendid mas
terial to soak up the rain and pre-
vent further erasion in treacherous
places,

After working the roadside down
with the drag untll the sods were not
much in evidence, Mr. Seel planted
Beanty of Hebron potatoes, and topk
good care as lo gpraying, using boy-
denux and Parlg green, The voadside
potate pateh was an object Jessen
to all the passers by, The foliage
wag g0 luxuriant, and the weeds so
well subdued, that one would think
the 'and had been cropped for all it
wius worth. At harvest time Mr,
Seel dug 225 bushels of marketabla
potatoes along his roadside patch,
compriging some one and a half ncres
This year he repeated the perform-
anee,

Perhaps these examples are suffi-
pient to show what may be done by
anvone who crops the roadside. Asa
usual thing, he may expect & good
vield of potaloes or corn, at least so
far as the ferlility of decaying sod
will contribute to ths welfare of
these crops. There are several ad-
vantages to be galned, aside from the
use of the land free from laxes or
rental, when the rondside Ig used for
cropping purposes.

The fact that the erop is being
watched by all the passers-by Is an
advantage in thal one feels spurred
on to make as good 4 showing as pos-
gible for the publie lnspection. The
long, narrow rows are much easler of
cultivation than numerous short
sows; lesg time (s required In turn-
ing the horse af the ends. The nest-
ing places of mice, gophers, grass-
hoppers, culworms, June beetles,
clover-root borers, and other farmer's
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foes are de¥trored, Frequently, too,
the rosdside harbors Hessinn fly in
the volunteer wheat, rast in the bar-
berey, woolly aphis In the elm
sprouts, burdock, Leggar ticks, and
other stick-tight geeds that get lato
clothing and wool; these are gotten
rid of by cropping the roadside,

The only objection to such work
from & wiility standpoint {8 that if
the roadside i5 grown up to brush
and hedgerows, the birds will be
found to make their nests in such
places. By all means the farmer
shonuld encournge the birds to nest
aronnd him, for they are hls best
friends In destroving inseets. From
the nesthetic standpoint, too, most of
us agree that there is nothing pret-
tler than n change of scenmery along
the road, and so a bit of thicket looks
all the more attractive by contrast to
4 eropped steip paraliel to the road.

When potatoes are grown along
the highway, aud polson used to con-
trol the bugs, it is required by law
that & sign of warning, *'Poison,” be
posted up for the benefit of those
who might drive swock along the
road.

If it i pecessary for teams to pass
and turn out outo the cropped land,
the owner of the erop must be liable
for all damages, We have been told
of a case, however, In which an ob-
stinate peighbor declared that no one
had a right to plow and crop the
highway, and to prove ik willully
and without cause, drove over the
cropped strip. The case belug carried
into court, a decision was reached in
favor of the farmer who planted the
crop, and the obstinate neighbor paid
damages, As a rule, howéver, there
will be no trouble whatever f(rom
traffic on the cropped land.

Frozen Deets as Feed.

Kellner, a8 German authority on
feed and feed values, 2ays that frozen
sugar beets can be utilized to good
advantage by euilting them up with a
shovel and siloing them with the
tops. The frozen peets turned down
at the dumps can be taken back
home and uséd to the best of ad-
vantage in this way,
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To responsible parties we will
send the latest Sheet Musie on
Trial. Write for complete in-
formaliim today.

The Tate song. “My Dreamy
Rose." 1s yours for five 2-cont
stamps,

Mack’s Music Shop

347 Morrison 8t., Portland, Or.
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Orpheun Vaudeville Ts Wilson Vaudeville,
Portland, Oregon,

AnEver-Ready, Willing

Home Entertainer

The Modern Talking Miachine brings the world’s greatest music

into your home.
this instrament will satisfy them fully.

No matter what your individual tastes may be,

Entertainment {or old aund

young alike—reciting the simplest of Nursery Rhymes, and the
next moment rendering Grand Opera to perfection. The prices are
so liberal and the terms so easy that no home need be without this

great modern entertainer.

Come 16 the store and wae wiil
be gind to play any of these in-
wiruments for you

VICTOR-VICTROLAS

In every mize, wood and flulsh

From $15 to $500

COLUMBIA
GRAFONOLAS

in all of the warloua declgus
priced

From $15 to $500°

NEW EDISON
DIAMOND DISC
PHONOGRAPHS

In =1l of the nmines,
Tinishes,

From $80 to $500

wouds and

For your convenlence—
TELEPHONE RECORD SERVICE
Order any records you wish over
the phone, they will come direct.
Iy—and you have the privilege of
returning those you do not wizh
to keap. I

Portland’s Talking Mackine Hend-
quarters.

N.E.PFRENCH & CHAS M KINNLS
Eilers Duildin
Droadway at Aldar St
PORTLAND, OREGON,
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THE NEW
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oed ejector—and 320 selections
470,

All the Mukés—All the Records—All the Time

One Month's Trial Tuition Free.

Metro-

nome for Teaching Time. Big Mustrated
Catalogue.

Send for Our Book Today.
LEARN ANY

INSTRUMENT.

Our oollrse of extension instruction has=
been so successfu] thpt we Know, If you
tey u month free, vou will be eager to con-

tinuve the course,
violin, mandolin, gultar,

We tench plano, orzan,

enrnet, sic. The

method of instruction Is entively new, If

yon thke the course we will refund your
money IT you don't think it worth every cent

chirged.

Bend for the big free catnlogue

and month’s fiee tpition offer today.

American School of Music

Sixth and Anken),

Poriland, Oregon.

Fine Willamette Valley Farm

280 acres, 10 miles from Lebanon, on Santiam River; 1 mile to school and sawmill
| crgs hill land all In pasture; fenced
g%, 300 prune trees, Tamily

land, 184
and spring
barn atd il outhuildings

On R,

A cross-fenced 100

neres

orchard, all kinds of berrles. 1% acrek In clover
Y and eraam route

chipnge this for & smaller pluce in Willumelte Valiey,

This Man Wants a Willamette Valley Farm

Haw 829 acres, § miles from Matlow, Eastern Oragon.
120 acres bunch grass.
large bary for 24 horses, and other outbulldings,

place .go 14 horses, 1 cow and calf, 40 hogs, | sets harness, 4 new wagons,
& harrows, i1l other lll\ﬁlctﬂentﬂ and some graln.

avtes more reads lo plow,

to g0 Into the wheat business

For Western Oregon or Washingion Stock Ranch,
In Red River District. 135 acres broken:
90 rods of hog-tight fence.

the acre

1 mile to school
Rolling, but lies fine.
Good well aud pumn,

$00 per acre.

To Exchange

020 acres In Alberta 100
Balsnee in praicie. All A=l land
310 per acre,

The Poor Man’s Chance

I have

on 8§, P, Electrie,

time If désired at & per cent inlerest.
very rich.

s ohn E. Howard, 309 Chamber of Commerce, Portland, Oregon

Can be purchased fo

$170 per acre, 10 per
These (racls lle fine, no rock or

Good ronds \n thickly setiled section.

4 hoender Loy
This Is u going place and now is the tUime

milies

180 acres rieh bottom
rultivation, ¥ine oreeka
t-room house, Inrge

Will ex-

400 acres sowed to whent. 400
All under fence.  S=room houke,
Good rosts and D Wik

i, 4 gangplows,

northenst

of Calgaty
Whent rons

{0 bushels to

several tracts from 5 to 20 mores right at the town of Middleton, Opegon, 15 nilles from Portland
cont down, badanve in five
gravel,

voars or a longe;
#0ll of great depth and




