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LAND of many and diversified re-
A sonrces, of great mineral and timber

wealth, of rich agricoltural and hor-
tieultural possililities, with a eclimate
eombining the gunshine of Californla and
the moisture of Oregon—a fertlle valley
sol in the midst of a scenle wonderland—
all that Nature can offer to make lile
worth while, Is found In Jackson County,
Oregon,

Medford and Ashland, her two largest
cities, are metropolitan. The country
well improved. The population of more
than average intelligence. The products
are varied and many., Some of her re-
sources need more capltal for develop-

ment, and the land a more diversified and
intensive coltivation.

Topography.

The county s bordered on the east by
the Cascade Montains, on the west by
the Coust Range, the Rogue River Moun-
tains on the nortn and the Siskiron
montains on the south, In the heart of
this mountain-protected area Is the Rogue
River Valley, which has earned world
fame for Its pears, apples and other
fruits,

From the level {loor of the valley, slop-
ing benches and rounded hills lead up
to the mountain ranges, heavily wooded
with yeHow and sugar pine, f{ir, ecedar,
oaks and laurels, with now and then &
snow-capped peak 7000 to 9000 feet in
height. The climate may be described in
one word as “moderate”—about hall way
botween the humid Willamette and the
sunny SBacramento,

In the '50s and '008 some of the ploneer
gottlers set, out family orchards, Grad-
ually it became known that the quality
and quantity of the fruits were excep-
tional, The orchards developed and
Rogue River Valley fruit began to win
prizes and command fancy prices In New
York and London, This led to a plant-
frg of & very large orchard acreage—and
taday the Rogue River Valley Is one of
the most succeseful orchard districts In
the United States,

General Farming.

General farming is recelving much at-
fention, for It is realized that the high
specializing in fruit growing should be
balaneed with diversified and intensfied
farming, stock raising and dalrying.

Corn.

Corn is rather extensively grown, & con-
giderable portion between tree rows In
young orchiards, While the nights are
more cool than in the lypleal corn states
of the Middle West, yet good ylelds are
regularly harvested and as high as 108
bushels to the acre has been grown, and
it Is mot uncommon to have it reach a
helght of 13 feet. The average yleld fs
27 bhushels and average price 70 cents,

Alfalfa,

Alfalfa is profitable and when the yoar
fs favorable as to rains and on good
pandy and gravelly loams, yields of four
to six tons per acre have been grown
without frrigation year after year, Along
the ereek boitoms, where waler la easily
diverted, much acreage is in alfalfa. The
combination of corn and alfalfa make a
perfectly balanced ration for feeding and
fattening stock and s now considered

slaple,
Dairying.

The dairying industry has not yet be.
gun to approach its possibilities. Move-
ments have started toward bringiog In
blooded dairy cows to the Valley, the
farmers co-operating with the bankers,
who assist in financing the scheme.

Poultry,

Professor James Dryden, of the Agrl-
eultural College, sald, "I know of no
gection in the United States that is more
favorable in a climatic way for the raje-
fng of poulfry (Mud hé Mogne River Val-
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ley, You have no extremes of tempera-
ture, & moderate rainfall and sbundant
sunshine. Poultry ralsing has become
a profitable side line with orchard care.
As Oregon bas 200 carloads of eggs and
large quantities of poultry shipped in an-
nually, it is & good idea to go into the
poultry and egg industry extensively—
especially If yon can produce your own
grain and feed,
Specialized Fruit Growing.

Fruit growing is the leading Industry
and Rogue River Valley fruit ls known
aronnd the world, Sixty-five thousand
acres are now planted to orchard. In the
yvear 1913 the total gutput of apples and
pears was 1150 cars, and the net returns
reached weil above $1,000,000, New or-
chards are 80 per cent pears and the dif-
ferent varieties have been siftefl down to
seven varieties— Bartlett, How[ll, Anjon,
Cornice, Bose, Winter Nells, which are
here arranged in the order in which they
ripen, Of the peare gne-fourth are Bart-
Tetty, one-hall Bose and Anfon, and the
remainder about equally divided between
Cornlee, Nells and Howellg,

The two commercial vavietles of apples
are the Newtown and Spiizenberg, The
Newtown, the favorite, notwithstandin
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have beon captured by Rogue River Val-
ley Bpitzenbergs ineluding the eweepstake
prize at the Spoknne Natlonal Apple Bhow
in 1809, in competition with all apple-
growing districts of the Northwest, A
carlond of Newtown apples was awarded
;I;:toprixa at the Canadian Apple Bhow in

County Orchard Protection,

A hortieunltural expert s retained by the
county and 8 perfect orchard protestion
i3 maintalned. Deputies devote their time
to Ingpecting orchards nnd products, and
all diseases are attended fo. They are
aided by a large force of volunteers, seat-
tered through the Valley, who report to
the supervisors, This activity has abso-
lutely controlled the pear blight,

Frost Protection,

Another phase of orchard work {s frost
protection during the blossoming perlod.
On the slopes and foothills, where alr elr-
cnlation Is good, killing frosts are un-
knoewn, but in some parts of the Valley
floor orchard “heating” or “smudging’
has been found efficlent. A system of
frost warnings ave worked out and or-
chards are equipped with apparatus for
hasty lighting, as the danger temperature
approuches between midnight and day-

light. Tralning schools for packers are
conducted each year, and pickers and
packers are assigned to the different or-
ehards, Large storage warchouses are
built, combining pre-cooling and dry stor-
nge, with a capacity of 100 cars,

Orchard Profits.

There I8 a wide range hetween the
highest average price per acre by the best
orchards and the returns of the poorer. It
is diffienlt to arrive at an average, but,
safely speaking, a well cared for commer-
cial orchard will net on an average of
from $250 to $600 an acre, High records
conld be quoted and figures verified from
orchards that bhave averaged $1000 an
acre for several years, This proves pog-
sibllities under the best of market and
crop conditions and good management,

Growing Berries,

All varleties of berrles bear prolific-
ally, especially the loganberry and straw-
berry., Two canning factories have now
been estulilished ana offer 4 cents o ponrd

for all the loganberries ralsed. Two
crops of strawberries are grown. The
pecond crop ripening in October, The

hope of the Valley Is canneries and evap-
orators and there s room still for great
expansion in that direction.

Market Garden Products,

The Valley has an extended reputation
for melons and cantaloupes, Brown Dros.
came o the Valley three years ago and
decided on raising cantaloupes for the
market. ‘Their yield and returns the first
yoar wag 300 crates to the acre,

Tomatoes do especially well and onme
cannery has signed up 40 acres for 1815,
Gardening has been much encournged by
the establishing of puble city markets in
Medford and Ashiand, whepe the produeer
wellg direct o the consumoer, both parties
belng mutually benefited.

Irrigation.

The sofl of the Valley floor as a rule
retafn molsture remarkably, especlally if
well enltivated and matures tree frults
and eereals. But wherever Irrigation Is
practiced the results amply justify the
expense. For Intensifled cultivation the
greater part of the Valley requires water
to get best results.  On gsome ghallow solia
wiiter 13 absolutely neeessary and remark-
able erops of vegetables and small frults
are ralsed on very shallow soll with the
aid of the irrigation diteh,

Dry Farming Possibilities,

Certain  distrlets In the Valley are
adupted to dry farming. The average
ralnfall is 28 inches, The season [s early
and many erops mature hefore the Bum-
mer seasan of Ught or no ralofall arrives,

D. M. Lowe, of Ashland, ralsés over 500
different products ench year on one
ranch. e dry farms and bis collection
at products have won speclal prizes with
entries from four different stotes of the
Northwest and he now has a display at
the Panama-Pacific Exposition of over
600 products ralsed on his farm last year.

Aids for the Newcomer.

A number of aldg are at the disposal of
the new orchardlst or farmer coming to
Jockeon County. The county pathologlst,
Professor Henderson, statloned here, of-
fors advice regarding frult growing, An-
other ageney s the county demonstration
tarm, under the directlon of Professor
Rlelmer, who determines the relative
worth of plant varfeties for certain types
of golle. Some 50 varieties of pears were
fonnd growing here and they have now
been cut down to seven or elght. Cover
crops and fertillzers ara tested, hegt wa-
rielies of polatoes and corn are used,

Land Values,

The greater part of land values (s based
upon fruit possibilities, cheaper lands are
found in (he outlying districts, The high-
est priced raw land §s adjacent to some
matured orchard, which has proved fts
commercinl worth and the prices vary
from $50 to $200 an acre. The cost of
planting and earing for an orchard for six
or seven years I8 about §100 an ncre, at
this age It brings some refurns and In-
creases rapldly until at 12 years large
profits are reallzed and If well planted
and cared for command $600 to §1000 an
acTe,

No allowanceé has been made for crops
beiween the tree rows up lo the bearing
age. Corn I8 largely grown and the
greater part of the corn Is so produced,
Cantalonpes, melons, potatoes, tomntoes
and other vegetables are profitable fillers.

The climate may be judged by the lo-
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