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The Secret of the Night - S

THIILLING MYSTERY 81

By Gaston Leroux

RY OF RUSSIAN INTHRIGEE BY NOTED FRENCH AUTHOIR,
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HE trapsparence of the sky uand the
T transparanes  of the gull blepded

thelr two unrealltiesn so that onedould
not note where the horizons met.

Rouletabille looked at the view and
looked ut the Genernl, and in all hig young
vibrating soul there was a sense of Infinite
sadnens, for he recalled those torrible words
in the night: “They have gone loto all
the coimors of the Russinn land, and they
Jave not found o single carner of that land
where there aTe net moanings" “Well"
thought he, “they have not come into this
corier, apparentdy. I don't know anyiiing
loveller or happter In the world” Xo, no,
Ronletabille, they hmve mot come here. In
every country there is o corner of happy
life, whivh the poor are ashomed o
wppronch, which they koow nothing of,
und of which merely the sight would turn
famished mothers enraged, with thelr thin
bosoms, and, i it I8 not more beautilul
than that, certilyly no part of the earth 1s
made o0 ntrovlous to Hye o for sotne, bor
60 happy tor others as In this Seythian

s, the borenl country of the world.”
iwhile the Httle group about the
I's rolHug=chalr hed atreacied al-

Some passer-by saluted, and the
news spread quivkly that General Trebassof
had come for o promenade to “the Polnt.”
Heads turned na  carrlages  passed. Tho
Benoral, noticlug bDow o h excltement
his presence  produoed, begged Matrenn
Potrovna to puah his chalr nto an adjacent
byputh, behind n shield of trees, where ha
woild be able {o enjoy the spectucle in
peace,

He wis found, nevertholess, by Koupradne,
the chief of pollpe, who was looking for
him. o had gone to the diotelin and been
told thepe that the  Gengral, accompanied
by hils friepds and the young Frenvhmar,
Wi wone for o torn wlong the gulf. Kou-
proine had deft bhis earriage at the detcha,
and tiuken the shortest route nfier them,

He wis & tine mun, lnrge, solld, cleat-
eyed,  His uniterm showoed hig fine  build
to wdvantage,  He was penerally Jiked in
8t. Petorshure, s murtinl bearing
and his well-known bravery had given hilm
nosort of populavity I kpelety, wlich, on
the othey hand, had grout disduin for
Gottigovell, the head of the secrrel police,
who witda Known (o he capable of anything
whuwnded, nnd had beon accused of sonme-
tmes playing into the hands of the Nililste,
whomg he dlggdibdd as ages-provocitenrs,
without anybody really doubting it and he
bad to fight againet these widesproad po-
ltienl susplelons.

Well-informed men declared that the
death of the previous “prime minister,” who
had Leen blown up hefore Varsovie sintion
when he was on hig wny to the ear at
Peiorliof, was Gounsovikl's work nnd that
by thils Yo whs the In=strument of the party
mt vourt widel hod sworn the death ol the
ministor whioh fconvenisnced it On the
other hoand, overyone tegncdéd Koupriane
as fncapabile of participsting In soy such
harrors wnd that he contented himpelf with
honest performance of his obvious duthes,
cotilining Wimseld 1o vidding the streets of
its troublesome  elements, wnd dending o
Bibarin ws many as he could of the hot-
Bends, without lowering Hlmself fo the ¢
promises which, mare than onee, had given
groupds for the enemies of the empire to
o tadn that 1t wae et 1o gay whether
the ehiefs of the usstin pollee played the
part of Htu nw op that of the revolutlonary
party, oven that the police had hoen at the
el '.r noeerin thoie of aueh mixed pro-
vodure hardly dble 1o deectde (hempelves
which they did ;

This afternoon Koupriane appeared’ very
nervous, He pald his compliments 1o the
wenernl, wrumbled at  his  imprudence,
peajsed him fop his beavery, and then at
onee pheked out Howletnbifle, whom lig took
aside to talk to,

“¥gu have sent my men  back Lo mae”
snid he Lo the young reporter.  “You under
atand that 1 do not allow that, “Tey are
furious, and qulte elghitly. You hiave given
pubdicvly as explnpation of thoir depatitre
—u departurs wWhich has naturally oston-
ighedd, stupefied the General'sn friends—tihs
spapldion of thelr possible participation in
the Tast nttnek, That s abominuble, and 1
will ‘fiot permit it My en have not bBeen
tealued 10 the methods of Gonunsovekl, and
it does them a oriel bnduey, which 1 tesent,
for that manltey, personally, to treat them
this wiy, But let thut go, os o mitter of
seutiment, wnd retorn to the simple reot
itaclf, wilch proves Your exdessiye ln-

pradonco, npt to say more. and wideh in-
volves you, you alone, In & resp
which ertninly have not usivgd Ui
Doy Lany All In wil, T considey thnt you

luirse strang whumed the compiete nuthor-
i
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Vil v mperonr’s
orders you had done
I'wunt Lo J'|-»I A Wids my duty
nid told Him (he “Iu'h thimge,  Heé was e

datondelicd tl
reciAd e o

Al eAan be sxpr il M -
ll.-_--ll" 1|> find vt Jost hoew
H

things ware an i tialt e Genyral thy
wrd you hud remov --I 1 srrive AU Uie
imlvw and not only Tind the villa open liKe
whete anvoms mus enter, ot b oam

L osad then | see, thit Genorai

nadiog iy the midst of the vrowd
tomercy of the Tirst oiiseérable ven-
turer;  Monwieur Houletibille, T wm not

dtigfiod. The Tmar s oot satistied, And
within un hoyr, my men will return to
suing thelr gunred st the datcha”
detubite listenvd to the end, No one
ever Lud spoken o hitm H that tone. My
wadl rod, and ws rendy o burst as & Child's
baltoon blown too bard, e said:

And 1 will take the tridn this ovening”

“You will ga?"

“¥es, and you ann guord your Goneral all
wlone I have had enough of |t Ab, you
are not sutisfied! Al the Tear §= not sails
[iv@! Tt is too biwd, Ne more of I dor
Monsieur, I am not satisfied, and 1 say
wood-evening to yoan Only do not forget
Lo #end me ferom lere overy three or four
diaye a dotter which will keep me Informed
Af the health of the Generd), whom | )
dearly. L 'will offer up i little prayor for
him."

Thercupon -he was sileny, for he enught
the glance of Matrena Petrovnn, a glance
wo desolated, 8o Imploris RO desperite,
thut (he poor woeman Inspived him anew
with grent pity. Notanclin bhad net reétirned
Whnt was the youn®egirl doing at that nio-
ment? If Matrena reslly Joved XNntacha
she must heé sutfering oirociausly. Kou-
prians spolie; HRoulstabilie did not heat
him, #and he had alreads forgotten his own
anper His spirit was wrapped in the
mystery,

“Monsietur,” Koupriane finlphed by way-
hig, tugeing his gloeve, “do you heur me?
I pray Yol at least veply 10 me, 1 offer all
posxille exciges for speaking 1o vou 0 thut
tome., I reitorate them. [ asic your pardon
I pray you to explain Your conduoct, which
appeared Impradent to me bur whieh, after
wll, should hinve some roason. T have 1o ¢x-
plain to the Emperor Wil vou réll me?
Whit onght T 1o say to the Emperor?”

“Nothing nt all” eaid Rouwletabilie, I
have no explanation to give you or the
Kmperor, or 10 anyons. Yoo cun offer him
my utmost homage and do me the Rindndss
to vide my passport for this evenlng,

And he sighed:

"I s too bhad, for we were just about (o
ree womething interesting”

Kouprinne lookel at Him Rouletabille
had not guitted Matvens Petrovoa's eves,
afid her pallor struck Koupringe

“Just a minute)” continved the young
T H'm omure there |r someone who will
milss mo—that brave woman there.
by which she profers, all your police,
hur  denr  Ifttle  domovol We nre go
frionds alrendy. And—don't forgst o pre-
sent my  edfdolenees to Loy when toe
terrible moment hing come "

IV wins Kouprinne's turn te be troubled,

Ho couvghed and sald:

“You beliove, vthen, that the (Generk]l runs
a sreat immedianty dinger?

1 do not anly believe [, monsfenr, 1 am
eare of L. His death s a mitter of Nours,
the poor dear mwan. Before T go T shall not
fall to tell him, ko that he can prepare
Himacl! comfortably for the great Journey
and sl pardon of the Lord for the rather
lenvy hound he has Juid op these poor men
of Presnin'

“Mongienr Rounletabilie, have vou discoy-
wed somathing?”

"Oood Lord, yes 1 hinve discoversd some-

thing, ‘Monsleup Koupitiane,  You don't aup-
[ [ have come so0 far 1o wikate My Lme
do. yon?"
amething no one else knows?"
“Yeu, Monsioir Kouprinng, otherwise 1
shouidn’t hnve tronbled 10 feel concerped.
Eomothing lr! © not conf to mnyone,
not even to note-hook. because a nots-
boolk, yvou Know, a aote-book can always be
lost. [ just mentlon thot in case vYou hnd
oy ldea of baving me searched bolore iy
departupre”

“tth, Monsionr Roeuletabilye "

“h, eh, ke the w the police do |n
voulr countey; in'mine teo, for that mntter
Yor, thut's ofton enough seen. Tho polive,
furfions bhecauge they can't hit & olwe In
same case that interests them, arrest a
reporter swho Enows mare than they do, o
nrfer to make Nm otk RBut—oothing of
that sort with meEmonsicnr. You might
linye me tnken to voity famous “Terrible
Seotlan,’ T'd not open iy moith, not even
hy the fnmons rocking-ahnie, not even un-
dey the blows of ¢ hed fimes'

“Miomslovur Rouletahitle, what do youw itale
g forT You pre the guest of the Tsar'

“AL T have the word of an honest man
Very well, T will trent you as an honest
T Iowedll tel] yon what T Bave dikeov-
eroil. 1 don't wikh throogh any falee pride
tn keep you in darkness aboaut somethins
which may perhaps—L say perhaps—permi
you to suve the General!

‘Tell me.” [T awm Hetenir

“Hnd i is perfectly and that ance
I hava told you this von wil) e me uy
passport wad allow e o depagpe

"You fee] (hit yob couldi’t possily,” In-
aitited Kouprinne, wiore and more trouliled,
and aftor o moment of  bhesyntion, “yon
volldn't possioly el me that and yet re-
TN

UNG, monsledr,  Prom the moment vou
plivoe mo dnder the necessity of explaining
onch of my movemente and ench of my
Sk, 1 oprefer to go and leave o yon that
responatility! of whlch you spolie just now,
iy deal Monsioup Koupyiane,'™

Adtonlshed and disquieted hy this longz
copyerengjon between ‘Bouletabilie suud the

Head of Polive, Mutrena Palrovia oon
irned upon them her anzuished glane:
alwnys  inwenxibly softened as it Foolc

toude ‘.11‘1

vurtecns eweep, hg  departed, with

terd with the promenade; told stories ¢
aucasns to his friends, believing him-
voung agiln snd re-ilving hig nights
pedicutennnt ut Tiflis
had s=ven her, They retraced the
to the vHla along dusorted hy-paths,
Inv nf’ru-n- & eallmade n-'umiun fol Athannsy

aliy, to #uy that he was the only
mian in all the Russian police, and
renit Petrovna wid & greal woman
dared rid herself of the entire clique
of agents, who mre often moru

arvived at the datoha,

Gepwral  inguired for Natacha, not
understanding why she had beft him thus
duaring his flret venture out. The schwitauy
that the young mlsiress hed re-  gaqen
to the house and had loft aguin i
abour n guarter of an hour later. taking the
wity that the phrey had gone on thelr prom-
cnnde, and he bad not seen her sihoe,
Borls sproke up:

“Bhe must have passsd on the other slde
the carriages while we were
Genern), gnd not seeing us she has
v o1 her way., making the round of the  not hesitate
over as far as the Barguse'

unyone elge been hera?' demanded
, Torcing  lher voiea to  be calm,
Rouletnbille suw her hand trembie on the him, borrowed from his new and very
¢« of the rolling-chalr, which she had
gquitted] fopr o =econd during oll the chol”

there vame the Head of Pollce
and right after, His Excellency

il of the Court.
will veturn, sithough he le very pressed for

for Krasnole
ALl this had been =aid In Ruseian, naturil-
I¥, but Matrens iransiated the words of the

Nouletnhills, whe waxg near hey.,
sl during this time had taleen Rowletis

Hounletablle Kou; w road  was
the Hope (HAL the hpiye swormibi baing
g reporter, and he read also thua
= gye all the raordinary  thael:
| d in him-

e not al-

o tnnees
& of the world had
vanquished? Koupr
hand and sald Just

1 | ol Matvenn V0U
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vorpida
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wil this time Lbhe Gemneral, on-
i n chumiser
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howid Thoddeus, *and the two of- vl

volution-
the Nihilists themsclves. Thus

N0, no

Heaven,

nn i in tha
all the you
him
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luncheon [
the good woman
and hardly dated move without consulting
toulatabille
tilked with

YHOtnRe,
do elrowhere.
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miate way, to thask bim for
man  had i ny then
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L seemed to him
e privowe Never -
dé had boan n littla
sred | tud
nd Thaddeus
ficers were al-
rlen, talking
iting ono noother,
i doubt the Y
Hilens of an en=

m to gna

suitlo thely Mule ditference ot

The gohiwitaar gatherud the General mio

Wnd carried him fito the

"tedoy demanded five minutes'
resplts belors

I wie (adeen ypatnirs 1o his
nin Petrovnn had o light
t at his request. In truth,
tremibled with fmpatience

face, While the Genaral

Erwolai, who passed tim his
tea, Houletabille made a wign to Matrena
undurstood ut onee. Bhe jolned
the young 'mun in the draw im..'-.

“Madnme,™

om.

he said rapidly, ln o low vaice,
muRl go ut once to =ce what has 1h-].n-
iened there

He pointed to the dining-room.
Very wall
It wos pitiful to watch her

in, madime, with cournge,.”
“Why don't you come with me?
madame, [ have something to

Give mo the keys of the nest

What for?

"Not a sceond's delay, for the love of
Do what 1 tel]l you on Your side,

me do mine, The keya! Come, thy

He snatehed them rather than took thom,
behind the  and pointed a last time to the dining-room
with a gesture go commanding that she did

further. Bhe entered the

dining-room. shaking, while he bounded to
The eyplanatlon secmed the most plausl- the upper floor. He was not long, He took

only time to open the doors, throw a glante

limited accomplishment of Russian,

into the General's chamber, @& single glance,
and to redurn,

letting a cry of joy escipe

Cara-

refusing ald from the officers,
and even from Rouletabibe.

iTo Te -‘.\nﬂr.':n_"l—l

me e would go and find you,
His Excellency

he takes the trndn &t 7 o'vlock
Cowlo,

inte Freuch In o low volte fop
The Gen-
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biles hand and pressed it afiectiomntely,

At the very beginning of the ganoline engine
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