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Double-Entry Books for
Co-operative Societies

OUBLE entry bookkeeping is
urged upon all farmers’ co-oper-

atlve socfetles in & recent publication
of the United States Department of
Agriculture, Bullgtin No. 178, “Co-op-
srative Organization Business Meth-
ode.” The wvery life of a co-opera-
tive organization, says the bulletin,
depends upon the confidence s mem-
bers possess in it, and such confidence
is impossible unless the records are
unmistakably aceurate, The double
entry system Is the only one which af-
fords a complete check and should,
therefore, be adopted in all cases,

Since the co-operative organiza-
tlon acts as the agent of the grower
in marketing his product, the books
of the organizatlon must not only
contain the usual records of any
business enterprise, but must also
show a clear record of each grower's
shipments, The system must be suf-
ficlently elastic to take care of the
maximum volume ol business at the
huzy seasons and at the same time he
economical,

The gix essentlal requivement for
such a system are stated in the bul-
letin as follows:

(a) A complete set of finpnclal
records showing the bLusiness trang-
actions and the results thereof.

(b)Y A record of each member's
transactions with the organization.

(c) Capability of {aking care of a
maximum amount of business during
tho shipping season.

(d) Capabllity of returning to the
members the proceeds from  thelr
products within a reasonable time,

(e} Clear pooling records when
kept, 5o that any discrimination can
bhe shown qulekly.

(f) Auxillary records which will
give statistics and valnable informa-
lion for the conduct of the business.
These records must be accurate.

The necessity for providing & reg-
ular system for safeguarding the
cash is also emphasized in this bul-
fetin, and nine precautions are given
which it is said should be adhered
ta strietly.

(1) All entries of cash ashould be
explicit, and I[tems supporting such
entries shiould be flled so that they
are dccessible for reference and verl-
fleation.

(2) No entrleg should be recorded
in the cashbook which do not relate
to raeh.

13) The full recelpts of each day
should be deposited o the bank.

(4) All caneeled checks should be
filed In numerieal order.

(5) Duplleate checks should al-
ways be covered by Indemnity honds,

{8) Reconelliation shiould be made
each month between cash or check
reglster and hank pass-hook balances.

(7) Permanent record of thege re-
ronciliations should be made.

(8) Checks, eanles slips, recelipts,
ate,, shonld be numbered with a num-
bering machine, Any which are
spoiled shonld be marked void and
left in the book.

(9) A regular system shounld be
uaed for the acknowledgment of all
cash sales or miscellancous cash items
recelved,

The auditing of accounts also
should receive more attention than s
frequently the case, At lenst once a
vear an expert acconniant should go
over the books of the organlzation.
To minimize the cost of this, small
assoclations or cireles can be formed
by the organizations within a certaln
radins and a competent nuditor can
he enzaged to do the auditing for all,

pn e et S S
Unnecessary.

A hungry customer seated himself
at a table In a quick-lunch restaurant
and ordered a chicken ple, When it
arrived he raized the 1ld and sat gaz-
ing at the contents intently for a
while. Then he called the walter.

“"Look here, S8am," he sald, “what
did J order?"

“Chicken ple, sah."

“And what have you brought me?"

“Chicken ple, sah."”

“Chicken pie, you black rascal!l”
ihe customer replied. *'Chlcken pie?
Why, there's not a plece of chicken In
!, and never was,"

“Dat's right, boss—der aln't no
rhicken In it."

"“Then why do they eall it ehicken
pie? I never heard of such a thing.”

“Dat's all right, boas. Dey don't
have to be no chicken in a chlcken
pie. Dey ain’t no dog In a dog
bizenit, {s dey?"

Potatoes Make a Good
Substitute for Bread

lF wheut remains at its present high
figure or continues to rise in price
und If there Is a corresponding ln-
orease In the price of bread, sclen-
tists in the United States Department
of Agriculture suggest t the ordi-
niry household will find ¥ advantage-
Oong to eat more potatoes and less
bread,

With potatoes at 60 cents a bushel,
10 cents worth-—or 10 pounds—will
glve the consumer a little more actual
nourishment than two one-pound
loaves of bread at § cents each. The
protein and fat gre present In appre-
clably larger amounts in the bread,
but the potatoes will be found to fur-
nish more carbohydrates, and more
heat wnits.

Carbohydrates (starch) contribute
greatly to the energy value of any
diet und since potatoes are rich In
these, families that wish to expend
their money to the best advantage
are recommended to conslder wheth-
er they cannot make a more extended
uge of them, They are easy to cook
and when prepared in difterent ways
can be made to lend varlety to the
Winter diet when green vegetables
aré hard to obtaln.

Like other foods relutively rich in
carbohydrates, however, potatoes
should be caten with foods corre-
spondingly rich In protein, such as
nmilk, meat, eggs, ete., and with foods
like butter, cream and meat fat to
supply the fat that the body needs.

Under normal conditiong in Europe
and America the potato ranks next
to bread ns a earbohydrate food. 1f
priees change sufficlently to maka it
desirable from a financial polnt of
vlew there Is no sclentific reason why
potatoes should not be substituted to
a great extent for bread.

ln addition the potato llke many
fruits and vegetables, helps to neu-
tralize an acid condition in the body.
This i= another reason for Its being
enten in combination with meat, fish
and other animal foods.

Many Varieties From
Native American Plum

HE wild North Amerfcan plum has

given rise to more cultivated va-
rietlea than any other of the native
frults except the grape. These varle
tles have mainly originated in the
Mississippi Valley, lowa alone having
furnished 175, Minnesola 74, and
South Dakota 44, In Texas 97 va-
rietles have originated,

In these Western and Southern re-
glons where several of the species ap-
pear to have reached thelr greatest
perfection In the wild condition the
greatest development in the future,
under cultivation, may probably also
be expected to take place, according
to a new bulletin of the United States
Department of Agriculture (No. 172)
entitled “The Varletfes of Plums De-
rived from Native American Specles.”

The new publication is a profes-
gfonal paper which should be of
especial interest to the growers of
fruit, particula:'y those engaged in
plum breeding, It gives a list of na-
tiva varieties and hybrids showing the
origin of each variety and the species
to which it belongs, which should be
of conslderable value to the nursery-
man and orchardist,

With few fruita has there been an
equal opportunity to report step by
step the gdvanee which has been
made since the original of the first-
named varlety was planted and cnlti-
vated ina garden, The new bulletin,
therefore, places on record a dlstinct
achievement of American horticultur-
Ists who have developed a fruft the
viilue of which was long overlooked.
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Foxy Pa.

“He is very popular with his wife
of late.” “And him such a flirt.
How does he do 1?7 “She called
him up the other day and said:
‘Hello, darllng,’ and he recognized
her volea and replied: “You have evi-
dently made a mistake; I am not your
darling. I have the dearest, sweet-
est, most beautlful wife in the world,
and she {8 the only woman I permit
to call me darling!""

of Grain Crops
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|Mdl‘Ch Estimate

HE crop reporting board of the
T burean of crop estimate, from
reports of correéspondents and
agents, estimates that the amount of
wheat on farms March 1, 1915, was
about 152,902,000 bushels or 17.2
per cent of the 1914 crop, agalnst
161,800,000 bushels or 18.9 per cent
of the 1913 crop on farms March 1,
1914, and the 156,483,000 bushels or
214 per cent of the 1912 crop on
farms March 1, 1013, About 60.7 per
cent of the crop will be shipped ont
of the counties where grown, against
Wi par cent of the 1913 crop and
61.6 per cent of the 1012 crop so
ghipped.

The amount of corn on farms
Mareh 1, 1916, was about 910,804,-
060 bushels or 34,1 per ecent of the
1914 c¢rop, against 866,302,000 Lush-
olg, or 3b.4 per cent of the 1913
crop on farms March 1, 1914, and 1-
280,655,000 bushels or 41.8 per cent
of the 1912 crop on farms March 1,
1913. About 18,6 per cent of the
crop will be shipped out of the conn-
tivs where grown, against 17.2 per
oent of the 1913 crop and 21.8 per
cent of the 1012 crop so shipped.

STOCKS OF WHEAT AND CORN ON FARMS, AND PRICES, MARCH 1,
BY IMPORTANT STATES.

The proportlon of the 1914 crop
which 13 merchantable Is about 84.5
per cent, against 80.1 per cent of the
1913 crop and B5.0 per cent of the
1912 erop.

The amount of oals on farms
Mareh 1, 1815, was about 379,369,-
000 bushels or 33.2 per cent of the
1914 crop, against 419,478,000 bush-
elg or 87.4 per cent of the 1913 crop
on farms March 1, 1614, and 604,
216,000 bushels or 42.6 per cent of
the 1812 erop on farms March 1,
1913, About 294 per cent of the
crop will be shipped out of the conn-
ties where grown, agalust 26.56 per
cent of the 1913 crop and 30.9 per
cent of the 1912 crop so shipped.

The amount of barley on farms
March 1, 1915, was about 42,888,000
bushels or 22,0 per cent of the 1014
crop, aguinst 44,126,000 bushels or
248 per cent of the 1913 crop on
farms March 1, 1914, and 62,283,000
bushels or 27.8 per cent of the 1812
erop on farms March 1, 1918, About
45.1 per cent will be ghipped out of
the counties where grown, agalnst
484 per cent of the 1913 crop and
53.7 per cent of the 1912 crop so
shipped.
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Soil Considerations
for Grower of Apples

BEPTH of subsoll as a necessity for

suceessful apple growing Is
strongly emphasized in & new bulletin
of the United States Depariment of
Agriculture (No. 140) which, al-
though dealing primarily with condi-
tions in Connectiout and Massachu-
setts, containg much Information of
value to orchardists all over the
country,

The presence of unbroken rock,
large ledges, or hardpan within three
fect of the surface, the bulletin eon-
slders prohibltive, and a soll depth
of at least six feet is almost a neces-
sity. An even groater depth s de-
sirable. There is also no foundation
for the popular bellef that the pres-
ence of stones ig useful, Their only
benefit {s to loosen to some degree
the excesslve compactness of clayey,
stiff =oils which, however, are never
the best [itted for froft growing.

True hardpan, the bulletin points
out, I not a clay loam which may
under certaln clroumstances consti-
tute a desirable gubsoll, but I8 o mix-
ture of sand, gravel, =oil and clay
with more or less cementing material
which binds the mase together so
that the movement of molsture in
both directions 18 serfously impeded.
Where hardpan is found close to the
surface it can sometimes be broken
up by the use of dynamite. This,
however, ia an expensive process and
with the prevailing prices for good or-
chard lands, it will Le better for the
fruitgrower 1o select soll which does
not require it,

The cultural methods employed in
an orchard should always he flexible
and .adapted to the Individual sofl
characteristics. It s better to adapt
the varleties to be grown to the poll
rather than to attempt to change the
nature of the latter,

For any kind of orchard planting
the sofl should be deep, well dralned,
und friable, yet not so porous as to be
droughty. The exact soll best sulted
to each variety of apple will depend
largely, however, on such climatie
factors ag the range of temperature,
the rainfall, the surface dralnage, ex-
rasure, ete. If these cllmatic fac-
tors are unfavorable for any glven
variety the character of the soll will
not make it possihle to grow this
frult snccessfully unless it serves to
offset the unfavorable conditions,

For example, apples ripen a littla
later on a northerly slope than on a
southern one, They also ripen earlier
on a sandy lodm thun on heavier
g0ils, Thus a light soil on the north
side of a hill may produce earlier
!{;lt than & heavier oue on the south
sida,

Pack “Spuds” for South
America With Die Care

EW markete in South Ameriea

opened by the war to potato
growers in this country are belng en-
dangered by lack of care in packing
and shipping, according to reports re-
celved by the United Btates Depart-
ment of Agrieulture, Before the war
South America was supplled with its
potatoes, In great measure at least,
from Kurope, and thess orders have
now been diverted to this conntry.

Federal Inspeclors statfoned in
New York who have inspected pota-
toes offerad for shipment to see that
they complied with the requirements
of the importing countries, report,
however, that hecause of t(he long
voyage and the high temperatures en-
countered in the troples, eertnin ship-
ments from New York to Drazll and
Uruguay have arrived in bad condi-
tlon, Bome of these potatoes were
found to have been attacked by fungl
causing a soft rot, and others which
appeared perfoctly sound externally
were bluck In the center.

To obyviate thls difficulty, shippers
are urged to take a few slmple pre-
cautions, In sorting and packing po-
tatoes for export through the troplcs
the following poluts should bes care-
fully observed:

1. All badly bruised or cut pota-
toes ghould be thrown out.

2. Frosted potatoes should he ex-
eluded,

3. No potatoes that have even
small spots of dry rot or that show
the sunkon discolored spots caused
by late blight should be included,

4. Barrels should be well ventil-
nted by culting a liberal number of
holes in their sides.

5. Bhippers should insist that the
potatoes be stowed In a cool, well

venilated part of the vesgel,




