AOME AND FARM MAGAZINE SECTION

Profitable Business of Poultry Raising in America

Proper breeding, hatehing and
brooding of chicks are most inme
porvtant, but the hest flock ever
produced may be ruined by un-
intelligent  feeding  during  the
first month. What, how and
when to feed baby chicks Is the
theme of the following timely and
practical contrtbution,

HEN a chick emerges from the

shell it s an Insignificant 1it-
pimm tle ereatere, weak and help-
lesz, of liftle value. Dut when we
retiember that the little chicks are
onr future laying or market lirds,
that thelr future uselulness s lnrge-
I¥ determined by the tare they re-
veive in early life, we realize how
fmportant it is that they be properly
fed and managed to the end that they
may be able to do their best work for
s at maturity,

It pays to “luss" with the chicks.
The old adage “as the twig is bent
the (ree g Inclined" applies with
great force here, We can glve the
voungsters a  husky start which
means profitable maturity, or we can
stunt them and thus prevent them
from ever belng of much account.

The feeds and feeding methods
nged during the brooding period are
most tmportant, It {8 pot necessary
for the chick-grower to possess a pro-
found knowledge of chemistry in or-
der to successfully mix his chick ra-
tion, but he should use a reasonablo
amount of common senge, stydy the
problem and adopt those tested meth-
oz which best fit inw his general
plan of poultry plant management.

The Old-Time Plan,

Some one way say that it s pos-
sible to ralse mighty good chicks on
absurdly simple rations and polnt to
the mixture of eornmenl and water
which Is s0 commonly used as the
staple chiek foed la the country dis-
tricts,

But circnmsiances alter cases. On
the general farm where sueh feeding
methods #re most in vogue, the
chicks ave wsually hatched eather
late in the Spring after insect 1ife
hes hocome abundant and there is
plenty of fresh, tender green stuff.
A8 o rile the ebdels are cared for by
Hets and are glven thelr liberty, wan-
dering at will about the farm Loild-
ings and grounds, finding a great
amount of food of many kinds. Un-
der sueh vonditions It s possitile o

raige very good eleks on cornmeal
“dough.” The wrlter has done this,
But when chieks are reared in

large numbers, especlally where the
varding gystem Is used, they are pre-
vented from finding much food and
the attendant must supply virtually
everything they need. 1f there [s any
fallure here, {f the ratlon s incom-
plete or one-slded, proper growth
and even development will hardly
fullow,

Growing chicks need plenty of
tond, sinece scanty feeding is respon-
#lible for glow growth, Their ration
whould Include grains In  variety,
mineral matter, animal food and suc-
rulent greens. Due regard should be
given the proper proporttons of each
vlase of Ingredlents, the idea being
o gupply materials for tnllding mus-
ele, bone and feathers, Further, the
ratlon should be palatable and in
sueh physical form that the young-
aters can eat 1t readlly and digest (t
qulekly and thoroughly Farh of
thesp points has o declded bearing
upon rosylts,

Among the grales, the most valu-
wble are corn, wheat and oats, to-

gether  with thelr by-products, as
hran, middlings, glulen, ete, Millet,
peas, riee, kafir corn  and other
grains are also usefyl to a certaln
wtxrnt,

Bone In some forni, green ent,

granulated or finely ground, fur-
nishes the material for bhullding the
skeloton. Flnely ernshed oyster ghell
ig also commonly used, and grit is a
nacessity,

Reef sceap, fish seran, meet meal,
blood meal, granulated milkk and
skimt millk  are all wseful  animal
fuods, In some sectlony whers hearts
dnd Hvers of meat anlmals are avail-
fable ut low priced, these are oxtep-
sively used, being thorotighly boiled
and echopped belfure lewdlng,

e greens are fed primarily for
theit tonie effect npon the digest|ye
syutem, as they contaln hut compa, a-
pively small amounts of putrients,

Fresh green graks or elover, |let-
tgon, vape, sprovuted wheat ar fnts
pie all execllent.  These dhould be

cut into short lengths and fed before;screened and contain a varlety of

becoming wilted or heated,
CUracked and Ground Grains.

Some few poultrymen feed the

clean, sound, sweet grains
Satisfactory Chick Rations,
To those who wish 1o prepure their

grain portion of the ration fn thelchick feeds the following mixtures

whole and eracked forms excluively, |
but the accepted practice 18 to Bup- |

ply a part of it in & mixture of meals
and by-products.  This mash mix-
ture muy be given elther dry or
molet. In many cases {t is baked in
“johnny cakes,” which are erumbled
and fed dry or dampened with waier
or milk,

It is an dcknowledged fact that
more rapld growth can be secured
through the use of the molst mash,
but theve iz greater danger of bring-
Ing on digestive disturbances than
when the dry mash system of feed-
ing Is used. Broller growers who
foree thefr chicks and sell them at
an early age, use the molst mash
auite generally, but in the case of
those who carry their Lirds to ma-
turlty the dvy mash system {s gener-
ally preferred, Bither will prove en-
tirely satlsfactory if properly used.

Fortunately, for the convenlence
of poultry producers, there are a
number of very satisfactory proprie-
tary chivk feeds on the market.
These include eracked grain mix-
tures, mush mixtures and growing
feeds. The former may be bad for
both baby chicks and those which
are partially grown, the difference
belng in the degree of flneness.

In many cases these feeds can be
purchased uf a lower cost than sim-
ilar home-mixed feeds of the same
kind can be made, especially where
small quantities are used. When
buying the poultryman should not
be Influenced solely by price. Baby
chilihs eat o little that a few cents'
difference on each bag of feed s of
trifling moment. Quality should be
the first consideration at all times.
Avoid those feeds which contain
heated or moldy grain, weed seceds
and other trash, or are loaded with
grit.  TU'se such as are properly

may be recommended. These have all
been thoroughly iested @nd have
given very general satisfaction:

Ration No, 1.

Scrateh grain  (finely oeracked and
siftod)—

Founda.
Cracked wheat . . 18
Cracked eorn . .. . 15
Pinhead oats « 10

Cracked peas R b LN ey )
Broketh FIG8 .oviesassvivesssnyanass 8
Millet seed covveer vinrinrnnnrniss B

Mash mixture (finely ground, thor-
oughly mixed)—

Pounds.
Cornmenl Y T AR T ey 10
Wheat DEAN .ovvvoviioiarciinsannnas 20
Whenat middiings 10
CGround ofte, sBifted .. ci.ociiananins 10
Jluten feed .. AR P I Y N,
Fino beef or fish Sorap;.....vovss 10

Ration No, 2.

Soratch graln— Pounds,
Cradkeéd wheat ..... .envines srsnns OB
CrEOlBl (GO .\ orvsesristrs-srssonss 20
Pinhiead olts . .ou o idiiasanneds 20

Cracked peas ....
Millet sced

Moderately flne .b'.'-:! or 5
Mash mixture— -
Wheat bran ...« 14

Cornmeal ..... EE s e ]
Ground oats, sifted « b
IR 200! < v vt s ssv s ves ‘B
Wheat middlings a
Fline beefl or fish s0PaD. . cvvisiny iy b

Obviously It is Important that the
graing be cracked fine so the bLaby
chicks may eat them veadily, After
a few weeks whole wheat and ordl-
nary crached corn may be used and
something of a saving thus effected,

There are as many different
methods of feeding das there are feed
mixtures, The wrller hng had excel-
lent suceess thropgh following the
plan outlined below:

Supply no feed of any kind until
the chicks are at least 36 to 48 hours
old. Too early feading may bring on
a traln of evils.

Bhortly before ihe ehick breaks|’

the shell and tumbles out into the
world It absorbs into its body that
portion of the yolk which has not
previously been used. This supplies
all the nourishment required for two
or three days and this should be
largely used before other food s
glven.

The first meal may consist of a
small amount of the cracked grain
mixture, oatmeal or rolled oats, or
bread crumbs mixed with a small
amoun! of hard-bolled eggs. With
this give a Hitle fine chick grit or
oyster shell,

Some poultrymen feed grit alone
at fivst, bot this Iz somewhat "an-
gerous in the case of chicks which
are permitted to become hungry be-
fore feeding. Under such conditions
they frequently fiil thelr erops and
intestines with the shining particles
and considerable mortality will fol-
low, J

One shoyld see to It that every
chick In the flock has ample oppore
tunlty to partake of the first meal or
two, It often happens that the
stronger Individuals will hustle out
and eat and then If the food is re-
moved (he more backward ones have
no opportunity to secure food until
the next meal s served,

*  Feed Chicks Regularly,

After a day or two the feeding
may oconr at regular Intervals, In
quuntity sufficient to give each chick
a rensonable amount, always avoid-
ing the danger of overfeeding. Four
or five meals daily is the rule for
the flrst two weoks.

Wherever possible supply sour
milk from the very start. Sour milk
Is probably supertor to sweet milk in
its effeet upon the chicks. It is eas-
fer to be sure that the milk is al-
ways sonr thin that it is always
sweel, and the lactle acid in the sour
milk 18 a great aid in overcoming
the dreaded white dinrrhes which Is
the cause of the untimely death of
such n vast number of chicks under
three wooks of age.

1t there le a sufficient supply of

fC0ne luded on Page W)
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{ COMMON PHYSICAL BLEMISHES OF POULTRY.

lmperfect.

whown as follows:

fi,

In the most carefully bred flocks of fowls oveasinnul

fects, since In most cases these are Inleritable,

1. Blipped wing—Wing not folded closely or held b correct position, Indiente, weakness or Injuyy.

L Wry tall—All fowls may throw their tail to one side occasionally, but when it vemainy In this posl-
tlon at all times It Is due to malormation of the body.

% Bqulrrel tall—Tall held go high that it inclines toward lead,
line, extending from junction of tall and baclk.
Commonly found In utllity flookm.
1. Hnook-Knees—A gerious deformity to be avolded in botl fancy and utillty fowls.
ohearved in males, sspeclally of the long-legged and heavy breeds,

A &lgw

| h. Duck fool—Tha hind toe, which sbotld extond back of the fool, carrled forward, [
Lopped comb—8ingle comt lopping over Instead of standing uprlght. A
single-vomh varletlen, save In tho crap of Meaditerranein and Dorking fenales,

Thero fire also color dlsqualifications, varying with the bresd and vaviely,

[ totnporarily where birds are out of condition, the coml roaturning Lo 118 gormal position whoy healtl und

1] strength are restored.

4 This figure also shows thumbmark In comh, wrinkled earlobes and wattlés. Tixlilbition deferts,

* 7. 8ida sprig—Bmall growth on slde of comb, Show disquallfication {n all single-comb varletlvg,

{ . Cross blll—A most serlous blemish.

' There nre several other defects which omnnot be [HNustrated, Among them ave crooled bagks anag

‘ arooked breasts, ‘These moy be deétected by handling the birds

b In the showroom judges are partioular to look for stulis or amall feathera on the legs and toes of 4
* lnun-legged varletles, If these are found, or evidenie thul they have been removed, the specimen s dis-

: gnalifiad. :
‘

.

.

ke

spoetlinone wiil be
Bome of the more common blemishes are shown aliove,
Jure the fow] for strietly utllity we—ag the "squirrel-tuil"—Ultt all are objestionalle In
mens of most breeds and would cauae the faulty specimen to be disouilified In (he showrdom,
noultrymen, particularly fanelers, refrain from uesing in their breeding pens all birds which show such Jde-
Tie defects which debar from showroom competition wre

Certaln of these do not ntcessarily in-

projecting
dlqualifivation In many

found which: nre physically

extilbition spoel-
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bayond & perpendloniar
broeds, as the Leghorn,

More commonly

show disgoalifivation In
Thik condition oftén oceus

The exhihitor of {funes

fowis must know all these or his chance of winning prives will ba very amall
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