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Planning for the Home Garden,
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BY W. G. HUMMELL,

University of Callfornia.

HE nature of our home sur-
roundings plays & vastly greater
part in our dally welfare than

most of us realive or appreclate, The
immediute home surroundings are
unconsciously considered as part and
purcel of the home, and the nature
and character of the people living
there will often be judged by what
is seen outside of the house.

This beautifying of the home sur-
roundings fs ulso worth conslderiug
from the standpoint of keeping up
the interest of the boys and girls In
the home. Neat and attractive home
surroundings of which u boy or girl

way be justly proud will be & pow-|

erful factor in the development of a
contented and happy life, The ques-
tion, why the boy leaves the farm,
might often be answered by poloting
to the slovenly and untidy home sur-
roundings.

From (he mere standpoint of dol-
lave nud cents the home gnrround-
Ings become important. Nothing will
add more to the value of tho entire
properly thau neat, well-planted aud
well-cared-for home grounds. Every
one would rather live In a home of
this kind and In & community of such
homes.

One of the first requisites bn bogu-
tifying home surrounding: is neat-
ness, Rubbish should Le removed;
half-dead and dying shrubs gnd trees
sliould be proued or removed en-
tirely. Fences and  outbulldings
shonld be stralghtened up, repaired
and puinted; gates hung and swung
propetly. lu other wordf, a pre-
vailing appearance of “a place for
everything and everyihing In  ite
piace” should be establishied and
maintained. It will take a lot of
planting to hide a lack of this es-
sential feature,

Anofhier factor te be constantly
kept In miad is the extent of the
grounds. In the city and suburban
place this is largely determined by
factors beyond our comtrol, but In
the country the question musi be de-
termined for every home.

Not Too Large.

It Is Lo be remembered that some
timwe s necessary properly (o care
for grouunds and with this in mind
the busy farmer should nol make the
home grounds so large that they can-
not be properly cared for. On the
other hand, the grounds should not
be so small as to be out of sll pro-
portion to their surroundings, The
wide spaces and distances in the
tountry should be maintained to a
reasonuble extent (nm  the home
grounds. A certaln sense of propor-
tion, together with good judgment,
should solve this problem.

The farmhouse should be com-
paratively remote from the round, so
that the nolse and dust of passipg
traffic will be uvolded, and a de-
sired privacy secured. This distance
should be al least three times the
height of the house and ususlly
more,

The width of the gronnds will de-
pend muech upon the characier of the
house.  Usually the space o front
of the house should be nearly, (f not
quite, as wide as |t i2 deep. In the
Lbullding of new honges these re-
quirements may be met, and the es-
tablished bomes not go ideally lo-
cated may be greatly Improved by a
little well-directed thpught and Ia-
bor.

“Natarnl" Style,

The “'natural’ style of landscape
gardening is wnquestionably the fa-
vorite one In thls country. Any other
would be entirely out of place under
ordingry  country and  suburban
conditions, especially where the cost
of construction and maintenance
must be consldered. This means
that the necessary walks, drives,
fences, ete., should be laid out in as
natural A way as thelr unsefulness
will permit. The planting should
then be grouped In masses along the
borders and la the angles in such a
way Rs to glve a natural appearance
fo the grounds ns o whole.

As o matter of fact, when a house
= bullt, o walk or drive laid out, or
& fenee bullt, naturalness I8 lost to o
certain extent, but by (hought{ul
planning, artificlality of construction
may be greally lessened and to this
extent naturalness be malntained,

Naturnl lines are always curved
lines, Straight Hnes are anoatural.
Neverlheless, home grounds exist for
some utllitarian purpose and many
unnatural featured must be futro-
duced and in many cases the natural-
ness of the curved lines must be
abandoned for the usefulness of the
straight. Walks and drives should
lead somewhere and should be gently
¢urved when possible, but there

should always be sowme real or ap-
pareut reason for the eurves.

Lawns,

Open lawns are always the founda-
tlon of any natural landscapo scene,
large or small. The lawn should
comprise three-fourths or more of
all the avallable space and always
the Interior or cestral portions. The
planting of trees and shrubs should
in a geperal way be confined to (he
boundaries. The bulldings, walks,
drives and all mnecessary features
more or less urtificial in thelr natnre
ehould If poseible be lo one side of
the grounds.

Fences,

Fences are necessary evils. The
Mraight line effects should be broken
up and the fence itsell planted out
R8s quickly as possibie. No oroa-
mental fence, however expensive,
ever added anything to the beauty
of n natural landecape. Hedges of
bardy plants, Loth elipped and nat-
ural, are always good and mayr be
made to cover and hide the real bar-
rierg beliind, where suech I8 neces-
sury to protect from latrusion either
by man or livestoek,

A stropg and well-built fron or
wite fepee or one I‘lll!ﬂt‘ of slone or
brick can alsp be made effective if
immediately covered with some of
the hardy climbing planfs. In any
case, the straight line effect of the
fence should be broken by groups
and clumps of shrubbery along it=
course. It should be remembered
that in the country at least it is not
always necessary to malke the fence
stralght.

Trees,

Under country conditions trees de-
serve especial  couslderation and
should be freely used not only in the
immediale home sgurroundings, but
also In the outlying-portions of the
farm. A farmyard without some
lurge trees is very unsatisfaclory.

Trees should neavly always be
grouped together because they grow
that way in nature. AL any rafe,
they never grow in rows. Siogle
specimens will give splendid results
in some exceptional cases where
shade Is especially desired. Trees
should never be planted so denpsely
and so close tu the house as Lo pre-
vent a free circulation of the alr and
the ingress of sunlight to practieally
all portions of tbhe house for short
periods during the day.

Bhrubs,

Shrubs wili form the prioncipal
part of most landscape plauting.
They ure seldom used tvo much and
are very frequently neglected. These
plantg nre necessury to the develop-
ment of the natural effects so much
deslred.

Nature always fiils in the borders
with shrubs and low-growing (rees.
A judiclous arrapgement of shrub-
bery will do more (0 obliterute un-
plessant and unnatural features than
any amount of other material or
other work. They wmay be used in
comparative profusion and wvariety
becauge ther require so much less
room than treées,

A building with ils rectangular
linee rising ‘abruptly out of the lawn
gives a distinet note of unnaturals
ness, betler remedied by a lbersl
uge of shyubs than any other way.
Shrube frregularly grouped along the
walls and at the angles will bring
in close harmony the building and
gronnds.

In securiag (hese results the climb-
ers, clinging to the walls or twining
aboul the pillars of the porches, be-
coming almost a part of the house,
become most efiective aids to the
shrubs. In this connection it should
be sald thst the hardy climbers will
frequently Le of gredt usefulness in
the outlying borders ag well as upon
the house,

Flowers,

Flowers of some kind are desired
by every vne and a great variety can
be offectively used in any planting.
Too many snd too varied colors
should be avoided, however, as thq
effects will be “joud” and "gaudy.’
A beautiful gown is rarely ever made
more beautitul by the addition of
many colored bows and ribbons.

The annunl flowering plants are|
rarely useful or desiruble in the o1
dinary front yard. In ghe first place, |
they rarely receive the care necessary |
for the best results, and nearty '“1'|
waye become incomgruous in ltw|
general scheme, 10 especinlly desired,
they should be confined to the sides
or borders.

Such plants are usually grown for
the blossoms rather than for aoy-
thing they contribute ta the géneral
effect, and thiz end is generally bet-
ter served If they are confined to the
kitchen garden or some area by them-
oneluded on Page 10}
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