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}Profitable Business of Poultry Raising in America

e

Wundreds of millions of chicks are
Bieled (n Amerien each year by the
witorel process  of Inenbation Bt
there [s no deubt that millions of eggs
nre spolled mmd wasted which weuld
have butehed had (he pouliry growers
paid more altentlon (o the care of the
sitting hens,

Suicess m Lhis line depends upon
uslng eggs of the right Kind, and de-
pendable hens, plus cireful work upon
the part of the attendant, By follow-
ing the instructions given below the

best of results can be secured
HOUGH the incubator is being
T steadly improved and vearly
growing in popularity, the good
old way of hatehing chicks by hen
power is stlll mighty popular. On
most lurge poultry plants, It Is true,
the “wuoden hen' Is depended upon
almost exclusively to bring out the
annunl erop of chileks, but ghice the
greater part of our poultry products
comes from the vast number of small
flocks maintiined on general farms
and in the back vards In towns and
villuges where the natural method
of Incubation is largely practiced, it
15 quite evident that the machine can-
not entirely supplant the mother hen,

There is an honest difference of
opinion among poultrymen as to the
relative value of hen-hatehed and ma-
chine-hatehed chicks, However, [t
will b noticed that the advicates of
the artifielal method do not claim
that chicks go produced are superlor
to those hatehed utder hens, but
merely that they are equally as good,
and so the owner of a (lock of natur-
ally Incubated chicks can feel sure
that these are as good as could be
produced from the czes used,

Hatehing Equipment Simple.

1t I8 a simple mntier to get one or
two hens and care for them during
the perfod of ineubation. It Is quite
another matter to successfully man-
age any considernble number of sit-
ters and satisfnctary resulls can only
e obtained through providing the
simple equipment required to keep
them upder control and carefully
looking after many detalls of man-
agement,  Tnless this |8 done, one
WAy expect to Have many exasper-
ating experiences and submit to the
lots ol many valuable eges pnd
chileks,

Rroodiness is a normal characier-
Istle of all domestic fowls, and is most
vommon during the Spring months,
the nutural breeding period of all
birdd, In certain brends of poultry,
#s the Leghorns, this desire to Incu-
bitte has largely disappeared. Hens
of the non-sitting hreeds are usually
nervous and fiighty, eastly “hroken
up’t and usually wureliable sitters.
For thig reason they are not to be
dopended uponm for this lmportant
work, On the other hand, the Asiatic
breeds and certain of the American
breeds are most persistent in their
dusire to rear a family, and these are
most popular among poulirymen who
use hens to do the hatehing,

At thig season of the year the
broody hen 8 much In evidence, In
every flock will be observed Individ-
nale which are showing the symptoms
In varving degrees, 1t will be noticed
that they remain on the nest after
thvine and obiect to belng disturbed,
Presently they hegin to cluek ocea-
gionally and shortly they remain on
1he nest at night,

At this point the ponltryman
should take action. If he proposes
ty moke hiz hens lay and let the in-
eiibittor hateh the eggs, he should at
atiee break up the broodies so they

will speedily begin czg production
wegin, I he proposes Lo set some
heng, he should gelect those which

promiée to e most faithful and pro-
teet them  frond disturbances and
hreale ap the fever in the nervous in-
dividuals; which would he trouble-
wome §f ghven a Cluteh of 'eggs Lo
hatch

This hreaking-up process is siniple
1t 1t is nsed In time. The very first
night the hen remains on the nest,
Imatead of coliz to foost, §5 the right
time to talie core of her, She shonld
b at ones placed fn the brondy coop
or vard, and in the majority of eases,
she will soon be ready to resume her
duties us a poart of the laying flock,

The broody conp may be made en-
tirely of 1ath or wire netting or sim-
plv & box with slal or netting bottom.
[t ehould be suspended above the
flouy %o plenty of afr may clroninte
thyongh 1, and within slght of the
laving flock. In soeh guarters the
mast olistinate altter will soon de-
mand her fresdom, so she may re-
faln her active sigters, espectally if
she recclves plenty of ecgg-making
food and but little com.

The breaking-up vard Is another

popular scheme, This Is merely an
Inclosure containing shelter of some
kind, having roosts but no nestg, and
tenanted by a number of cockerels,
Within a very few dayvs nfter belng
placed in such a yard the broodies
may be transferred to the laying
flock, vompletely cured.

The selected sitting hens should be
left in their accustomed quarters until
they have ceased to lay and the de-
sire to slt has become fully estab-
lished, Then they should be trans-
ferred to the nests prepared for them
In seéparate quarters, where they will
not be disturbed,

Where any considerable number of
hens ure set, some special bullding
or ¢ompartment should be given up
to thelr exclpsive usge, This should
he well ventllated and reasonably
dark to jnsure comfort and content-
ment.

Aside from the nests, but few fur-
nishings will be required. Hecep-
tacles for food and water and a dust-
ing place of 1beral size complete the
list, The latter should have a goodly
supply of fine earth in which the
birds may wallow when liberated
from thelr nests,

Preparing the Nosts,

The nest boxes should be roomy.
Bniall nests cause much discomfort
to thelr ocenpants, Induce restless-
ness, and this in turn results in much
breaknge of eggs, They sghould be
go construeted that the hen may step
into the nest. If the boxes are deep
and the hens compelled to jump
down on the eggs, many of the latten
are snre toa be hroken,

Fach nest should be fitted with a
door, which may be closed at will,
thug keeping the occupant under con-
trol. Where open nest boxes are
neged and o number of hens sit in the
gaime room, there iz bound to be
much fghting; some hens will remain
off the nest for too long a time, two
hens will frequently ecrowd on one
nest, lenying snother uncovered and
unsntisfactory results are bouud to
follow,

It is unguestionably the hetter
plan {o remove the birds daily and
permit them to feed and exercise for
a reasonable perfod, but keep (hem
eomfined to the nests the rest of the
time,

I have experienced much eatlsfae-
tian from the use of (rapnests for
sittiog hens, The hens may he re-
leased at any convenlent time and the
traps adjusted. As each slttér re-
turns to her nest, she automatically
locks herself In and the others out,
and many of the dangers attending
the use of the open nest are thus
ovoreome,

For nesting material nothing s
better than hay or straw cul into rea-

sonably short lengths,  Earth may be
used as u foundation, and this should
bie shaped before the other material
s ndded.

The nest should be sancer shaped.
1f flat, some of the cgga may roll out
from under the hen, If the cavity Is
deep, the eggs way plle up and be
crushed. Attention to details of this
kind pays.

The hens should be removed to
thelr new nquarters after dark, as
they are less llkely to object than
when transferred during the hours of
davlight, TFor the first day they
ghould be permlitied to sit upon china
eggs or discarded eggs from olher
nests until they have shown thelr
willingness to atiend to business,
Then the valuable eggs may be sufe-
1v Intrusted to thelr care,

The number of eggs given each hen
is regulated by her size and the sea-
gon of the year. While cold weather
lngers, &an average hen should satls-
factorily cover 10 to 11 eggs. In
ordinary Spring weather ghe will care
for 13, while in the warm scagon she
may be given 15.

It Is alwars well to set several
hens at the same time. When the
egps are tested at the end of the first
weelk It may be found possible to
glve all the fertile ones to o smaller
pumber of hens, this permitilng one
or more to be returned to the luying
Hiock or reset on other eges,  Agaln,
at hatching time, the broods may be
doubled up and seyeral sitlers re-
leaged from further duty In connec-
tlon with the cliteks.

Feeding the Sitters,

The sitters should he kept vpon a
hard grain ration, but this must he
given In Hberal quantity, Prohably
the best plan s to provide grain
koppers of generous size and let the
birds eat all they wigh. Corn and
wheat are staple grains. Mash mix-
tureg of any kigd are to Le avoided.
Green food may be given, spuringly,
but not In sufficlent quantity to iu-
Juoe loogeness of the bowaels,

Grit should algo be avaliable, and,
of course, clean, fresh water in abin-
dance,

Bach day as the hens are released
from thelr nests, the latter should be
carefully examined for eracked and
golled egge, and any troubles cor-
rected, Very few hens will soll thely
nests It they can avold it, but when
they are coufined the greater part of
the day, more or less trouble of this
kind may be expected. Howoever, it
i3 most essentinl that hoth nesting
material and eggs he hept elean, and
this must be looked after daily.

The sltting room should also be
kept in sanitary conditfon. The drop-
plngs should be removed each day,

neyver permitted Lo begome mixed

with the earth or litter or scratched
mto the food and water suppls,

Sliting hens are the prey of lice
and mites and sbould be fully pro-
tected against these pests. The nests
ghould be treated before being used
and the hens themaolves dusted with
some good Hee-killing preparation
gevera) times durlng the period of
ineuhation. There are several excel-
fent Hee-killing powders on tho mar-
ket, and Persian fnsect powder may
be depended upon to do this work
thoroughly.

Eggs Should Be Tested,

It is ndvisable to test the eggs
twice before hLatehing time arrives
and remoye such ag are infertile or
contuln dead germs.  Those which
remaln are thus glven a better chance
to hateh.

When the chlcks begin to pip thele
shells tho hens will gtick closely to
thelr nests, This 1s a most eritical
time, and the poultryman should
carefully watch his charges until the
hateh is over, Before any chicks
hnve actually hatehed ithe hens
should be removed and encouraged 1o
eat thelr f1, then kept confined.

As a rule It 1&g poor poliey o dis-
turb @ hen which geems to he care-
fully attending to her duty at this
time,  But some {odividuals got ex-
¢lted when they hear the yonungsters
peeplng, and may do  considerable
datfage through trampling them or
ovon pieking them. Under such eon-
ditions n transfer should be made,
(he flighty Len being replaced by one
of the qulet, motherly sort.

I the nects are properly congtryet-
ad the eldcks may safely Le Joft with
quiet hens unifl the hatel is com-
{pleted.  Dut if loss s feare d tho
{bables may be remoyed and) tueked
away in padded baskets or boxes and
kept Ino nowarm place untll moyed
to the brooding conpe.

(roprieht, 1016, by Motos-Mer Adv,
o, Ino)
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The Call of the Wikd,
I kpow a place whero the forn is deep,

And the glant fir waves high,
Atil o rosky ledge hangs dark nnd steep,
And a launghing brook leape iy,
And It's there to be with a woul ihat's
free
From the street's discordant jor,
With & blunket sprend on i cedar bed,
And the volee uf the w=rld afar

1 Wnow of & pool In a lenfy dell
That the wary trout love bt
Antl i timid tradl to the chaparcal
Where the rod deer He nt rest
A nlght bird's call wlien the shindows

il
And a cougar'n cerle ary.,
A pllence decp, nnd o drenmlors sloep
Undér the open sky,
—Leslie’'s Weekly
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& not used on commercial duck
#mnll
frode.  The quantity and guality of the f{lesh

CAYUGA DUCKS.

s,

produced nearly a._ccnmr;.- ago In Cayuga County, N. Y. from which the UbLreed
It Iy sald that they were flrst produced by crosalng mallard
the blood of the Bleek East Indla duck was

Intraduced Inter.

it In nn exeollent

will offset

The color
Matles weigh seven and elght pounds, femnlos six and aeven pounds, acvording g age
Mids are very hardy, are sasy to ralse and earry 4 large quantity of fine-flaverdd flesh,
one for the hrecder
Hock of atiractive waler fowl and breed n few young ducks for the horne table or to supply o (etull
the disadvantoges of n few dark pinfeathers and
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