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A Few Good Plant: for
the Dining-Room Table

they be swall

HE first requirements of plants
which are to be used for orna-

stances, when plants 10 to 12 inches
may be used. When the centerpiece
I too high, it becomes an uncomfort-
able obstucle to observation and con-
versation.

Ferus are best for (able decoration
because ihey are small, long-lived In
the case of several varieties, and
cheap, as a rule; at most greenhouses
one can buy them grown in two or
three-inch pots for 10 conts aplece.

The best, or at least the hardiest,
of the small ferns, are the pteris.
There are several of them, and the
oddly shaped, and, in some cases,
pecullarly marked, {ronds make them
very attractive,

The so-called umbrella palm also
makes an excellent centerplece until
It grows too tall, but a small plant
will not, us a rule, grow so fast but
that ft can be used all Wintur.

Slow Growers.

Pandanas  Vietchil, Asparagus
plumosus, var, nanus, the sllk oak
(Grevillea rodusta), Cocos Wedsl-
Hana, and Phoenix Rocbellini,
are excellent plants for use as
the maln plant.  Although they will
all eventoally grow large, their
growlh is glow, so that, with few ex-
ceptions, the trying conditions found
in the ordinary house will canse the
death of the plants long before they
become too large for uwe. Arpund
these larger plants there should be
smaller ones, to cover the soll, and
for this purposé the small ferns al-
ready mentioned are excellent, The
small tern allies, too, liko selaginella
and lycopodium, may be employed In
the same wuy.

Whatever the plants, however,
they must have good care If they are
to prove satlsfactory for more than
w few days. Only recently I over-
heard a woman complaining to her
florlst that the plants fo her fern
dish, which she was uslng as & cen-
tarplece, were not good plants.

A few questions only were neaded
to elucidate the fact that, as the
woman had Dbonght the plants (o
decorate the dining-room table with;
she had kept them on the table con-
sgluntly, which, of course, was a great
wmigtake, Ferns, palms and other
plants must have light; therefore,
when the tuble is cleaved, the Dbest
plan is to put the plunts In o North
or other window, where they will re-
celve un abundance of lghti, but not
the direct rays of the sun, except, pos-
silly lu the early mornlng and late
afternoon,  Watering must also be
carefully attended to.

The dishes uged for table center-
ploces are so small that, under ordl-
nury clreumstances, the soll dries out
rapidly It & #pectal digh, large
enough to allow the pncking of damp
mosgs around the pot containing the
ferns Is used, a more unitform con-
dition of moisture cin be majuiained,
but the dish will be 8o large ns to
look clumsy. A better way would
be to have o moss-filled dish or hox
in a nourth window In which the dish
wuy be set during the time it is not
oi {he table,

Hardening Plants,

= One resgon why centerpieces and
nther plants bought in greenhouses
often {ail to give satlsfaction is that
the plants have not heen burdencd
off to meet the conditions found in
the ordinary house. To clrenmvoent
thia, get the fern-dish filled with such
plints a8 you ke that will sueceed
in the house under ordinary condi-
tions, and then ask the florist to
keep it for you a week or two until
the soft growth, If there is any, has
been hardened off, o that the plants
will not wilt or the leaves turn
brown shortly after they are token
bome.

Ornamental cenlerpleces for table
farns are to be found in great va-
rlety both as respects material and
alze. Brass fern-dishes are particu-
larly attrattive and may be secired
for as small a sum as one dollar.
China dishes, attractively ornament-
ed, are used; to a large extent, and
ecost from 20 eents up. Somelimes
it {3 possible to find dainty, small
jardinferes imported from Japan,
which mnalke very attractive center-
pieses when containing single small
forns. ‘These jardinieres come both
in a deep green and a dark red, and
have characterigtic Japanese decora-
tlons, Silver fern-dishes are fre-
quently used, and, while somewhat
expensive, are always ornamenial and
fn good taste.—By H., H, Henry,

Trimming Grape YVines,

The old rule which has become
wall established Is to trim grape
vines in early Spring.

That Is o good time to trim If the

menting the dining-tahle is thnt:,
not over six or elght |
inches in helght—except In rare in-|

l
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The Second Special Train of
Automobiles for the Season 1915

Wil Be

Course

will leave the Buick Factory, Flint, Mich,, February 20th, consigned to the
Howard Automobile Company for distribution on the Pacific Coast.

This will be the most valuable shipment of first-class freight ever made
in the world, and breaks the former record of 88 carloads established by the
Howard Automobile Company in 1913,

$550,000

—or more than half a million dollars—is the value of this trainload of
Buicks. The freight alone will be over fifty thousand dollars.

Our second trainload for the season.

REASON? BUICKS SELL!

Phones Main 4555 and A-2550

Howard Automobile Co.

MEL. G. JOHNSON, Manager
Fourteenth and Davis Streets.

wealhey or something elze does not
fnterfere until the vines are full of
sap, and bleed profusely when the
trimming is done,

After the frult and foliage iz off
the vines, the sap returng to the
roots, and then i the bLest time in
the whole year to prune the vines
Late in November, or during the
month of December is 4n ideal time
to prune thoroughly and properly,

Searcely anyone s willing to trim
a grape vine as much as It actually
needs, It looks too much Hke ruin-
ing the vines to remove the surplus
growih that should come away.

Thin the vines out well, Remove
evory dead or diseased portion, and
mch of the growth made during the
past season. Thin out so the light
ean find its way throngh next season
when the new growth appears, and
the folinge is heavy.

Place the vines over and about the
trellls or arbor as you wish them, and
tie up carefully so the Winter winds
cannot beat the vines about and in-
jure the wood,

Pieces of old shoe leather wrapped
about the vine and tacked to the
arhor make good retalners, but care
should be taken nol to have these
oo tight,.—f, T. T.

would advise a liberal use of the old
standard doublea, for they are not
80 expensive as the new sorts and
probably somewhat hardier, forming
strong clumps in a shorter time.
Peonles ke o deep rich loam, high
enough so water will not stand

of it, for the Bridal Wreath has
graceful drooping branches which
would not show to good advantage
over & row of gtilf peony plants,
The Dbest time to set peanies s af-
ter they be¢omo dormant in the Fall

tund before they begin to form the

tender shools from (he base prepara-

around thelr roots, and the surfnce|tory to starting the Spring growth.
soll should contain sufficient decay-| As {his is done very early it Is well
Ilng vegelable matter to prevent its|(p get the work done during some

becaming
erust.
8tir a liberal sapply of thoroughly

rotted manure or some bone meslliake

Into the soll just before growth be-
gins In the Spring, and laler give
a light mulch unless you intend (o
give thorough cultivation throughoui
the geason until they have matured
tha eves for the coming year.

The hardiness of peonies and their
compact hablt of growth make them
especinlly valuable to plant with
shrubbery, A baokground of_ ever-
greens sets off thelr magnlficent
bloomse to advantage. Planted slong
the edge of & clump of spirea Vau
Houttei, or Bridal Wreath as it is
usnally called, they form pretty
masges, but they should be fitted inwo
nooks in the outline of the shirub-

l

compact or forming u| warm spell in Winter, Do not dls-

turh the clumps when once planted
for several years, for they do mnot
kindly to having thelr roots
disturhed, often refusing to bloom
for & year or so,
Orchard and Garden Notes,

It pays to pick up the fallen fruit
fust ag soon as it begans to Fall. Go
over the orehard each week and
gntlier the “drops” and feed to the
hiogs, By so dolng you will destroy
many inseck pests,

Never cut a limb from a fruft tree
unless vou know just why you do it.

If the rabbits have only gnawed
the outer hark wrap the wound with
oloth.

Cowpeas or vetch makes a good

bery rather than a solid row in frontlcover crop for the orchard.

Old-Fashicned Peony .
Is Again a Favorite

HE peony i becoming one of

the popular flowers again. The
oldtime garden wag not complete
without a generous supply of large
double peonies in rved, white and
pitk, Today there are hundreds of
varieties, varying greatly in form
and embracing almost every shade
from pure white to the darkest violet
rod. Odd and beantitul s many of
these new sorts are they do not

greatly excel the old favorites, and 1

1s safe.

Blow Out Yt_)ur__ Stumps

TROJAN POWDER WILL SAVE YOU MONEY.
It will not cause a powder headache. It will not freeze. It |
Write for information and prices.

TROJAN POWDER CO.

RAILWAY EXCHANGE RUILDING,
The Powder Withoui n Heandache,

PORTLAND, OREGON,




