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Profitable Business of Poultry Raising in America
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BY PROF, FREDERIC IT, STONEBURN,

HE annual value of the agricuil-
T tural products of America ls go

vast that it staggers the Imag-
ination. This country not only pro-—
duces the foodstuffs required to sup-
port a population numbering approxs
fmately 100,000,000, but has a great
surplus for export, and this ls the
basls of much of our wealth

Agrleulture has for its object the

production of plants and animals,
vegetable or animal products, which
are needed by man, affording him
nourishment and protection, adding
1o his comfort and pleasure, It Iz at
once an grt and a business, But as
yet we can geiarcely term it a sclence,
though it {s based upon the natural
sciences, The guccessful farmer s
the ‘one who understands the work-
ing of the patural forces which are
his allles or his enemies, and con-
ducts his businese with due reference
to sound business principles. A good
business man may be a poor farmer;
a good farmer may be a poar husiness
manp, Real sugcess, us measured by
financlal returns, s secured only
through the adoption of the best
methods of production, regardless of
the crop grown, and due regard to
the buying of supplies and disposing
of the products.

Great Variety of Products,

Agrleulture i8  rapidly becoming

specialized, In the early lListory of
this country, before our transgporta-
tlon facilities had been developed,
the farmer endeavored to grow 1Hpon
his own acres most of the supples
required by his family and hig lve-
gtock. Now all is ehanged. We have
troek farme, fruit farms, dalry farms,
poultry farms, hog ranches and a
great number of others On an
Amoerican tatle today one may find
boef from Missgourl, pork from lowa,

relery from Michigan, cheese from
New York, potatoes from Maine,
grapefruit  {from  PFlorida, oranges

from California, apples from Oregon,
cantaloupes from  Delawure, eggs
from Pensylvania, chickens from Jer-
ey, Even the jams and pickles “that
mother uged to make' have been
largely repluced by supplies drawn
from the great preserving establish-
mernts,

Specinlization makes for efficlency.
When any man stops trylng to do
mwany thiongs and concentrates all his
thought, time and energy upon one,
he Is very Hkely to muake a4 sueceoss
of that, And sinde guch a 'large pum-
ber of intelllgent men have of late
devoted themselves to  improving
methods of poultry management and
perfecting the varfous appliances re-
quired by the poultryman, this great
and growlng Industry has developed
at a truly amazing rate.

And the poultry industry is great—
great in the value of itg products—
great in the support it affords to
allied Industries—great in the num-
ber of men, women and children
from every conceivalile walk In Iife,
who find pleasure and profit In
breeding and caring for our useful
and beautiful domestle fowls, There
are few, I any, agrlenltural crops
which exeeed In value the great poul-
tyy erop in America when we Inehide
in the flgures the vast gunis In excess
of actual market value gecured from
the sale of egps for hatching, baby
chicks, breeding and exhibition stoek,
We often hear of “the billion-dollar
poultry industry,” nnd thig s no ex-
aggeration, IProm a small heglning,
It has develpped into a most fmpor-
tant souree of Natlongl wenlth; from
a negleeted side-line of the farm to a
business which commands the best
efforts of a host of thinking, pro-
gressive people, and the hearty sup-
port of state and Nationsl Govern-
ments, )

Though pounltry keeping 18 re—
garded as belng an agricultural spe-

elalty, It is not necessarily eonducted
exclusively on the farm. Of course,
practically all farmers keep flocks of
fowls, but untold numbers of dwellers
in elty, town and village In all geec-
tions of the country are actively en-
gaged In this work.
Poultry Keeping Universal.

S0 it may be said that poultry hus-
bandry Is the universal agricultural
gpecialty, one that flourishes every-
where, regardless of space, climate
and other limiting factors.

There are many gound reasons for
this general popularity. Among them
wit mention o few of the more im-
portant.

Primarlly, poultry Keeping is a
most interesting pursuit. On the
poultry plant there is a new round
of duties each season, almost every
month. Iieopce there 13 not the
monotony about the work that is so
often experienced in other lines, And
nt all times one is handling living
things which with thelr useful quali-
ties combine beauty and grace,

Poultry products are in constant

demand, and these of fine quality
gell at very satisfuactory prices, Fur-
ther, they are concentrated and val-
uable, and so may economically be
shilpped to distant markets I neces-
Bary.

A poultry plant may be established
on a very moderate investment. At
the start the beglnner may, and nsu-
ally should, be content 1o work with
a few fowls which will require but
Httle land and house room and @
small amount of time. Az expérience
is gained and profits warrant, the
extent of the operations may be in-
creased until one's whole attention Is
given to the business.

Quick Relurns on Investment,

The returns on the investment of
time and capital are secured quickly,
and the products are distributed over
the greator part of the vear, Insur-
ing a steady Income, In many agri-
cultural lines one f{s compelled fo
wiit for a long period before any re-
turma begin to come In, and frequent-
ly the entire erop Is marketed at one

time, and there Is po further ineome
untll another harvest is gathered,

The work iz healthful and not par-
tiewlarly havd, In fact, it may be
performied by people of elther sex.
This does not mean that the poultry-
man has liEtle to do, but rather that
hig dutles arve seldom of a character
which might be termad hard labor.

Properly managed, a flock of poul-
try ranidly inereascs the fertllity of
home pliee o ferm, thereby enhane-
fng thelr value and making posdible
the production of larger crops. Many
run=down tracts of tillable land have
in this way bheen fmproved and made
valnalile,

Byt there are disadvantages as
well, and the prospective poultryman

ennnat aiford to lgnore these. The
work, thongh not Leavy, must be
properly attended to every day. On

many poultry farms the owner must
work long hairs, seven days In the
week, espoclally during the busy sea-
gon, when chicks are being hatched
and renred. Many persons chafe un-
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Increasing Laying Capacities of American Hens

CHAMPION LAYING HENS.

[

These lhvers

LS

mude wondetful officia
Tha Rhode Island Red, at the vight Iald 207 epgs during the ve
The Columbian Flymouth Rock, left, made o new reonrd «
Ing been gecured through the uge of the trapnest,

epg rocopds In publie 1aving competitlins recently held In Amerlen.
The White Lexhorn, centel produced 282
fegea These figures are acourate, havs-

BY HUWIN MEGARGEE

HE total egg crop produced each
T yvear by the hens of Ameriea s

valued at hundreds of milllons
of dollars, and thls on an average
production of from 7010 50 eggs per
layer. If this average could be ‘dou-
bled, it would add tremendously to
our Natlonal wealth, Many students
of the suliject are eonvinced that the
¥ield per hen can easlly be consider-
ably ifncreased, possibly doubled, as
soon as our poultry keepers adopt
better methods of feeding and man-
aging their flocks and pay closer at-
tention to breeding,

An output of 80 eggs per bird may
vield a profit on general farms where
the fowls recelve but geant attentlon
and rustle for most of thelr food, But
an commercial plants, where the cost
of feed, labar, interest on the Inveit-
ment and other {tems of expense are
consldered, a flock of 80-egg hens g
not profitable, This faet 18 becom-
Ing generally realized and business
poultrymen everywhere are making
a determined effort to “speed up”
thelr lnyers,

Bgg production depends upon two
digtinet fagtors—heredity and envir-
onment, Until very recently Ameri-
ogn poultrymen have emphagized the
latter and pald but scant attention to
the former. That such a course is
ehortsighted must be apparent at a
glance when we take into considera-
tion many important facts which have
been bronght out durlng recent years,

Carefnl Investigntions conducted at
certain of our agricultural experi-
ment stations and the experlence of
a gmall'group of progressive poultry
breeders bave clearly shown that the

tendency toward high prodaction is
inherited, ang that this characteristic
may be Hxed aod intensifled throuwgh
the application of intelligent methods
of Lireeding.

From the avallable evidence one 15
gafe In reaching the following con-
clusions: A hen that fuherits a tend-
ency toward low ege production will
hardly make & satlgfuctory record, no
matter How carefully she ig housed,
fed and cared for. A hen that in-
herlts a tendenecy toward High pro-
ductlon cannot do her begt work un-
legs properly handled. Therefore,
maximum production ls to he secured
only through!/ the use of both factors
In combination.

Intolligent breeding must be based
upon a knowledge of the perform-
ance and pedigree of the Individunls
used as hreeding stock, This Is as
true In the pounltry field ag in other
lines of livestock production. In the
poultry yard such knowledge fs se-
cured through the use of the trapnest
and a complete gystem of toe mark-
Ing or handling of the various [ndl-
viduals so they may be positively
fdentified. Such work takes Ume,
but It brings results.

Public laying competitions, first
Instituted in Amerlea in 1911, have
done much toward Interesting the
publie in the laying capacity of In-
dividual hens. Poultrymen are now
valuing thelr birds becanse of nnusual
laying ability quite ns much as for
perfection of form and color, the
strictly fancy or exhibition pofnts.

What is the maximum number of
egge a hen can lay In 12 months
when all conditlong are favorable?
This e an open question, but the

number {3 melt larger than former-
Iy belleved possible, A fow years ago
we condlidered the 200-egg hen a mar-
vel, bat the number of such layers
g now so large that they excite but
Httle comment,

The  aecompanying  Hlustration
sllows three hens that have made
most eatiafnctory yearly records at

laying competitions In the Eagt. The
Rhode Island Red, bred in Pennsyl-
vanla, lald 251 blg, brown eggs. The
Single Comb White Leghorn, un Eng-
Hsh bird, produced 282 eggs in 1912-
14, This latter figure was exceeded
in 1913-14 by the Columblan Plym-
outh Roek, the property of a New
Jersey breeder, who set her mark at
2806 eggs.

But the Northwest has defeated
the world In the production of the
champlon hen. The first 300-egg
hen of which there s any record
was produced at the Oregon Agri-
enltural College Experiment Station
Her record was 203 eggs In her first
12 months of laying. A year later
there were n few records mentioned
equalllng or exceeding this, by pri-
vale breeders, but there are no rec-
ords equalling that have been made
at public Institutions or under of-
ficial superviglon of some kind, A-
record of 286 egrs was made at the
Missouri Stale Competition last
year.

These nolates In the poultry world
possess many characleristies {n com-
mon, as ahounding ptrength and
vigor, physieal activily, tremendous
appetite and little tendency toward
broodiness,
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