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Feeding Sheep on Wasted Fodder

l'l‘ would be greatly interesting to
know, could It be known, how
much mutton could be produced from
fodders that now are wasted because
they are not utilized. In this dis-
cusslon those fodders only will be
consldered that grow up in the un-
fenced flelds of the Northwestern
states, )

Two obstacles are in the way. One
I that the lands as a rule are not
fenced, and the other Is that the
Braln shocks are oftentimes left In
the flelds for weeks after the graln
Is cut, and becanse of the presence
of the shocks, sheep cannot have ae-
cess to the [leld,

This meang that (he weeds and
other vegetation along with the num-
erons grain heads lost In harvesting
are not utllized. In other words,
the food that would malntain not
fewer than say, 10,000,000 for two
months in that state [ virtually lost.
In South Dakota the same wonld be
at leagt measurably true. In Mon-
tana the loss would not be 80 much;
for the reason that the afea devoted
to the growing of grain is much less,
but the 1gss in Momtana is material,

Loss in Washington.

But In no place is this loss greater
relatively than in the Big Bend cotin-
try in Washington., There the Rus-
alan thistles . grow to perfection.
Thera it I8 that they take complete
pogsesslon ol the land where they
are not combated, tn the virtual ex-
cluslon of all kinds of crops. Of
course, sheep In common with other
kinds of stock, will not touch Rus-
sian thistles after the prickles have
been really formed on the plants, but
at an eatlier perlod sheep will feed
upon them and to the extent of
keeplng themw in check, so that their
presence will do but 1ittle harm.

Summer Forage,

This means that the tumbling
musgtird, Russlan thisties and Win-
ter rye and Winter wheat pastures
would entry sheep through the sea.
son from March 1st 1o the early
Autumn months

Now it Winter rye were sown say,
In May, and if Squaw corn were
grown, would not these two earry
the sheap fhrough the  Autismn
months and prepare those fbr the
miarket that were to be g0ld? THere

would still be one problem to solve,
How wonld the breeding flocks be
malntalned durlng the two or three
monthe of Winter when gnow {5 on
the ground? Wil not the growth
of wheat hay answer this question
at the present time? In the near
future it will probably be answered
by the growth of sweet clover or
alfalfa hay,
In Big Bend.

These references hbring up the
question, will It pay to grow sheep
on those lines in the Big Bend coun-

try? That can only be worked out
by actual test. Suppose a sectlon
of land were enclosed with fence,

Suppose It was stocked with sheep,
suppose It was divided In say, three
parts, One part would providae
Spring and early Summer pasture,
a second part would provide finlsh-
ing pasture, nod a third part Win-
ter food, s

Would suelt an arrangement pay?
It should pay, Each acre of such
land should support at least an ewe
und her lnmb for a vear. This would
mean that 640 acres would maintain
G40 ewes and €640 lambs. The wool
rom the ewes should pay the wage
bill.

Profit Estimutes,

This would leave tha lambs for
profit. 8ix hundred and forty lambs
would mean at $4.50 each a return
of $2380, or a rental of $4.50 per
acre,  Suppose this were cut in two,
it would repregent n rental of $2.50
per acre which would be 6 per ‘cent
on land valued at a little more than
$40 per acre. From these returns,
however, there would have to e de-
ducted the cost of fencing the land.
But not more than one-fenth of the
cost should be charged against each
year's expenditure, as a fence will
buiit in such an arew shonld last for
not-less than 10 vears

If these estimntes are corpoct, why
would it not be u wise thing in the
Big Bend country to grow sheep?
Can wheat be made to pay better?
The sheep would call for less labor.
They would enrich the land, antl they
would prevent the abominable weeds
from going to seed. They would
aléo stop soll drifting. Why would
not such a system of farming be bet-
ter than the prowing of wheat?

Learning Dairying From Holland

1 ean learn mueh from the dalry
methods uged in Holland, That

i‘ Htle country Is often ealléd

the cows™ paradise and it deserves the

name,. There §s little grain farming
or mixed busbandry o and al-
most no stock except dalry cattle.

Dalrying Is the prinelpal occupation,

The land is worth from 500 to
$1000 hn Hollanders
pay rents and intercst on the invest-

Here, vet the

ment by prodociog botter  and
cheete, which they place in the
Buropean markets  In successful
competition with that prodoced in

Amerlen on laud of scarcely compar-
able value,

Tha secret s IEfMivient cowse, ex-
eellent eare, co-operation and super-
for quality of hatter and cheese,

On g 60-acre furm in Holland the
livestock wusually consists of about
22 cows, 9 helfers, 40 sheep, 15 pigs
and one or two horse About 24
aeres iy mendow and the rest pasture,

a5 dalrving Iz on a sirictly grass
basls. Few flelds are larger than
five actes, and the cows are fre-

quently clanged from one pasture to
another, g0 the grass may bhe ro-
newed

Cow  Selection.,

Only & few choles bulls are kept
for gires nnd (he greatest eare [s ex.
erclsed lu selecting femnles. The
cows are selected by a three-fold
method: First, in the sire; zecond, in
the young calf, judged largely by the
milking qualities of the mother; and,
lagtly, the greatest of all tests Is ap-
plied, pertormpnee at pail, Not ti]
the cow answers thig satisfactorily
is she wecorded a permanent pluee in
the dulry. *

M. Kuperas, a leading Friesinnd
dalryman, has au exceptlonally fine
herd of red and white Holsteln-Frie-
slans and keops w careful record of
each cow by tesling the mille cvers
two weieks, The average yield of 3

of his best eows far one yesnr w
11,275 pounds of mil and 304

pounds of butter fat, The average
lactation period was 200 days and
no cow wus milked more than one
year. In Friesland there gre 3200
cow testing assoclntions of 12 mem-
bers euch.

The Winter graln ration consists
almost eatively of oll cake, fed ouly

to the heavy milkers In quantities of
from two to four pounds a day. The
principal feed, however, {s hay, each
cow recelving 40 pounds dally. It
takes the great capacity of thege
rows to handle such & large quan-
tity of ronghage,
Clean Stables,

A cow stable In Ameries is usu-
ally an untidy, uninviting and in
many ecases absolutely filthy place

where, to the disgrace of eivilization,
buman food I8 prodneed, In Hol-
land n cow stable is as oledn and
carefully cared for as any room in
the house.

In the Provinee of Fricsland mogt
of the butter and chesse {s made Iy
fnctorles, practically all of which are
vo-operative. When the commercial
starter 18 used In ripening the cream
immense numbers of bacteria, capabla
of producing an  agreeable {lavor,
are Introduced; the growth of the
undesirable Is chetked and many of
the unpleéasant flavors already pro-
duced are vovered up, so to speak.
either wholly or in part

The vost af these commerclal pro.
daets Iz 8o small, and the method of
using them fs sp simple in comparison
with the benefits to be dérlved, that
thelr more geperal use is to be recom.
wended. The inltial cost of & starter
Is ahout 50 cents, and by careful
handling, it can be propagated for
an [ndefinite period.

Pure culture starters are pnt up by
the manufacturers in two forms;
powder and lHguid. They can be
procured through any drug store or
cregmery supply house
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One Month’s Trial Tuition Free. Metro-
nome for Teaching Time. Big Illustrated
Catalogue. Send for Our Book Today.

LEARN ANY INSTRUMENT.

Our course of extenslon Instruction has
been =0 successfil that we Know, if you
try &4 month free, you will be eager Lo con-
tinue the courte, Waea teach plano, organ,
vielln, mantdolin, gultar, cornet, ete. The
mathod of Insteuction iy entirely new, It
‘ Ke the course wea will refund your
f you don't think itworth every cent
. Send for the hig free catalogue
jonth's free tultion offer today.

American School of Music

Sixth and Ankeny, IPortland, Oregon.

Ideal Ready Cut Homes
Save You Big Money

Big Book of Home Plans Free

Whether vou contemplate build-
ing a mansion or a cottage—a
arn or a garage, Ideal Ready Cut
“ Homes will simplify the task and save your money. [Ideal Homes

are shipped complete ready to aszsemble and no skilled Iabor is re-
quired to do the job. The big Free Catalogue tells the story—

gend for it now.
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| lllﬁutledge Seed & Floral
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IF there is any particular commodity in which you

are interested, and you do not find it advertised in

these columns, let us help you, Write advertising
manager, Oregon-Washington-Idaho Farmer, Ore-
gonian building, Portland, Or.’
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