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lStories World Meets With Smilesl

The Lost Decoy.
0\ the oceaslon of a Mayoral ban-
quet in & =small provincial town
one of the last gnests to leave went
to the cloakrcom fur his coat and

hat. He couldu't help noticing the
woebegone look on the attendant's
face, The poor man appeared wor-

ried and sad, and every little while
he sighed and muttered to himself,

“You zeem upset,” remarked the
guest sympatheticalls

1 oamoupset, e, sald the attend-
ant.

“What is the trouble? Haven't the
guests tipped you well tonight?™

The attendaut answered in &n ex-
eited volee:

“It’s not only, sir, that they haven't
tipped me, but they've taken the
quarter dollar that I put on the tray
for a decoy.”—Philadelphla Publie
Ledger.

Not Hungry. ,

They wera on the subject of girls.

“Look Nere!™ exelaimed MeFar-
land. “DId you ever take a girl out
to lunch when ghe felt a Hitle faine?"

“Er—uno.” admitted Smith, relue-
tantly.

“Well,'" take my udvice and don't,
One day I took Migs Jennte Westcott
Into a restaurant, At first she de-
clined to eat anything, but then she
gald she belleved she did feel a little
faint.”

“Did she take anything?™

“Did she take anything? She selzed
the menu, glanced over it, said she
didn’t feel wvery hungry, and or-
dered——"

“Well, what did she order?”

“Qystors, boulllon, lobster, cutiets,
sweethreads and peas, chlecken,
shrimp galad, biseiit glace, maca-
roons, coffee and creme de menthe,
It cost me threp dollars.”

“Well, vou ought to be glad,” sald
Smith.

“Glad? What for?”

"Why, glud she wasn't hnngry."

A Small Order,

Trade was bad, very bad; and Mr.
Bugg!ns. the chlef grocer of the dis-
trict, found his takings becoming
smaller every day. All his old cus-
tomers seemed to be leaving the
neighborhood, and no new ones are
riving, Even old Mrs. Robinsen, to
whom the firm of Buggins had sup-
plied the necessaries of life for many
years, had not been near the shop
for weeks,

One morning, however, she again
entered the door, und Mr. Buggins,
delighted, bustened to attend to hee
In person.

“And what may 1 get {or you to-
day?" he Inquired.

“A cent's worth of 2oap,”
reply.

Mr. Buggins' tace was wonderfully
expressive of outraged feellngs; so
was his answer,

“A cent's worth of soap!” he re-

came the

torted. “Certalnly, I suppose you'll
be washing the canary this after-
noon?"

Composing Letters,
It is related of a merchant that,
tmpatient at the lung delay of a eas-
tomer in settiing his gceonnts with

him, he said at last to his voung
elork: “Write to that man and tell
bhim that I can walt no longer:”
"What shall T write to him?"” the
voung man asked. The merchant was
hurried and apswered crossly and
without thought: “Something or
nothing, and that soon!" In a few

days a check came from the delin-
quent, paying the entire amount of
hig Indebtedness. Surprised, the mer-
chant asked hWis elerk: “What did
you write to that man?" “Just what
you told me to,"” the young man an-
swered. “I did not tell you what to
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write." *“Yes, you did; you sald:
‘Something or nothing, and that soon.'
I wrote that."

True, O Uncle Joshua, It takes
someone more wise than a fool to
“rompose a letter.”

Talk That Counts,

Eplum Johnson was up before
Judge Shimmerpate on & cruelty to
animals charge. .

“Deed Ah wasn't abusin’ dat mule,
Jedge,” the old man demurred,

“Did you not strike it repeatedly
with a club?"

“Yazzah,"

“And do you not know that you can
accomplish more with aoimals by
gpeaking to them?"

“Yassah; but dis critter am diff'nt,
He am so deef he caint heah me when
Al speaks to him In de usual way, 60
Ah has to communicate wid him [n de
£lgn languuge."

A Household Hint,

The black slik slip cover that comes
with a gift umbrella Is rarely utllized
for its original purpose. But the
deft fingers of & handy housewife
may easlly transform It, .at slight
trouble and expense, Into a fashion-
able skirt, No refitting or reshaping
negessary, Simply turn the affalr
uptlde down, cut off the metal end,
and attach a belt, See that the slash
romes at the side,

How Pat Got Even,

Pat was over in England working
with hls coat off, There were two
¥nelishmen laboring on the same
raliroad, so they decided to have a
joke with the Irishman. They palnted
# donkev's head on the back of Pat's
coat, and watched to see him put it
on. Pat, of course, saw the donkey's
head on his coat, and, turning to the
Englishmen, said: ‘““Which of yez
wiped yer face on me coat.”"—Lippln-
coll's,
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