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Progress of Dry Land Farming

of modern origin has a very ex-

tensive bellef. Buch a view ls
far from the truth. It gained cur-
rency because of the fact that this
process was not extenslvely prac-
ticed in Canada or the Unlted States
untll within the past two decades.
But even on this continent, individual
farmers have practteed dry-land farm-
Ing methods for the last 40 or 50
years, but In n way so quiet and un-
obstrusive that none but thelr nefgl-
bors knew about thelr operations.

The facts are, however, that diry-
land farming has been practiced more
or less since the dawn of history.
With the exception of Egypt, where
irrigation was . extensively praeticed,
all, or nearly all, the greal nations of
anilquity roge to eminence in areas
where the rainfall was so slght that
dry<farming methods must have been
practiced, Much of the area ruled by
the Ausyrians and Babylonians was
dry. The same 2 true of much of
Indla and China with their teeming
populations, The same may be said
of Eastern Central Europe and Wes(-
ern Central Afriea.

In Tunlis, fn North Africa, the coun-
fry can be farmed only by dry-farm-
ing methods, and yet in the early con-
turies of the Christiun era, Tunls
furnished to Rome Immense quan-
ties of wheat and olive oll. Remains
of granaries now stand on sandy
. Wastes—monuments of dead agricul-
ture,

Large areasof Southeastern
Europe were not furnished with_ an
shundant rainfall any more than they
are at the present thme, which means
that dry-farming must have been
practiced there in anclent times, The
Indians of Mexico also practiced dry-
farming in the dry area of that conn-
try away back in the long forgotten
cepturies. The truth is, that {n all
the past more than half the area cul-
tivated has been farmed more or less
on the principles whidh nnderlie suc-
cessful dry-land farming,

Area Dry-Land Farming Covers.

With reference to thls questlion the
people of Canada and the Unlied
States are only concerned with the
respective arcas in these countries,
which, f farmed at all must be
farmed on the dry-land plan. Of
course it Is not possible in the pres-
ent state of our knowledge to defioe
exactly the areas that mest be farmed
by dry-land farming methods,

The records of the precipitation in
muny of these areas have not so far
been recorded, [t would, however,
be approximately correct Lo say, that

Tlli-: idea that dry-land farming is

in Western Canada there are not
fewer than 100,000,000 acres of
arable land that miugt be [armed

moure or less on the dry-land plan—
if it &8 to be farmed successfully.
This will Include certaln areas in
Southwestern Manitobn, still larger
areas in Southern Saskatchewan, and
yel larger areas in Bouthern Alberta.

In the United States the area that
can only be fn.rulﬁd on dry-land farm-
ing principles covers parts of 14
states, all of which e weat of the
Mississippi River. The dry-land area
in these covers not less than 300,000,
000 amcres. It was formerly range
pastura land, but in the not distant
future the present Indications point
to the tact that it will be farmed by
dry-farming methods, This means
that an area six times ag large.as the
State of Minnesota, which formerly
produced grass only, will soon be de-
voled to growing lurge quantitles of
grain.

What Dry-Land Farming Means.

With reference to precipitation,
countries are classifled as arld, semi-
arld, sub-humid and humid, A reglon
may be classed as arld when the an-
pual ralnfall or precipitation s less
than 9 inches, 1t may be classed as
gemi-arid where the precipitation s
bhetweon 9 and 18 inches, as sub-hu-
mid where It Is 18 to 27 Inches, and
humid where It Is more thap 27
Inches. It is mot to he understood
that grain crops may not be grown
when the precipitation js less than 9
inches on the average, Under those
conditions, however, such farming
becomes harardous in the absence of
frrigation. When the precipitation
runs from 9 to 18 inches, grain eraps
cannot be sudcessfully grown save by
dry-farming methods. With 18 to 27
fnches of rainfall good farming should
gucceed fairly well every year. When
the rainfall la above 27 Inches grazing
lands may be benefited by the heavy
precipitation, but seed time and har-
yest are very lable to be interrapted
by an over-abundant gupply of mois-
ture. The heavy precipitation also
cairies mueh of the soluble plant food
fo the soll down Into the drainnge
water where 1t Is logt to the crops.
About 20 fnches ls ldeal In a moder-
ately cool climate, when much of It

falls during the perfod of growth in
the cropa.

Dry-land farming does not mean,
of course, the growing of crops with-
out precipitation, or even without
several Inches of raln, nor does it
medn the growing of as wide a range
of crops as may be grown in the same
arens when {t may be supplemented
by Ireigation, But {t does mean the
growing of certain erops successfully
thut conld not be thus grown by the
ordinary methods of farming as prac-
tleed In humid or sub-humid areas.
It is & more difficult kind of farming
than the other. It does not mean
that a man who follows it {s follow-
Ing a line of farming in every gense
s0 desirable as where the rainfall Is
ample, But it does mean that & good
living may be obtalned from a farm
of sultable dimenslons In dry-land
areas, when the work is Intelligently
done,

Influences on Dry-Land Farming.

The Influence that affect dry-
tand farming Include: (1) the amount
of the precipitation; (2) the time of
the precipitation; (3) the character
of the soil, and (4) tbe nature of the
temperature, The amount of the pre-
cipitation has already been referred
tn. When the bulk of the precipita-
tion falls during the growing perlod
the benefit derived from it {8 greater
thun when much of It falls ip the
Winter =eason, In Canada andethe
United States, east of the Rocky
Mountalns, the bulk of the rain falls
In May, June and early July, then
18 when it ja most needed. In some of
of the Inter-mountain districta it g
mara evenly distributed, Still far-
ther to the west It falls chiefly in the
late Fall, Winter and eatrly Spring.
Whera it falls during the period of
growth, Spring crops may he suceess-
fully grown, and in some areas also
Winter erops, Where the praciplita-
tion comes malnly in the late Au-
tumn, griss and fodder plants not
only supplies fodder for stock, but
ulgo improve the texture of the soll,

While this {8 true, no farmer
ghauld neglect a more or less fre-
quent Summer-fallow; forit Is ques.
tionable whether the moisture of the
goil will be conserved and weeds lept
in eheck without this useful system
of farming,

Lot me point out that mixed farm-
ing does not mean that the settler
should confine his attention to any
one particular line of llvestock. 'This
shhianld be left largely to the tastes
of the farmer, as some will succesd
best with eattle, others with horses,
and a third, perhaps, with sheep or
swine. No matter what line is [ol-
lowed it will be found that the keep-
ing of stock will prove beneficial both
to the soll and to the pocket of the
farmer,

1t is hoped that the demonstration
farms will have considerable influ-
ence upon this phase of farming.
Every effort will be put forth to ac-
complish this ideal method of assur-
ing a safe revenue and one that can-
not he irreparably affected by ad-
verse climatic conditions.—Country
Life iu Canada.

——————
Avold Bilo Accidents,

Ry observing three slmple rules,
the farmer who Is using sllo filling
machinery for the first time may
avold some of the accidents which oc-
caslonally damage new machines be-
vond repalr.

Hera are the things that the inex-
pericnced man should do:

1. Be sure that the machine is
being run at the proper spead.

2. Tuke care that corn is never
put Into the machine uptil the motion
fs up to full gpeed,

3. 1n stopping be careful not to
ghut off the power until the elevator
{s empty.

If the elevator Is not empty the cut
material will fall back and lodge in
the fans. Then when the machine is
gtarted again the cut corn jams (he
fans and 48 a result they are beni or
broken.

e il

Some men spend go much energy
bustling around thinking they are
hurrving lke everything that they
have little strength left for work
which counts, Hold up, fussy brother.
Put a steadying hend upon yoursell.
Cool your radiator W little. Come
down to Intermediate speed, No use
to wear oul your gear and gel no-
where, either,
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ON'T waste your time and money on worn-out land that
is high-priced simply because it was once worth its
resent price! The richest virgin soil is waiting for you

a Manitoba—and the Alberta-Saskatchewan district,
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you now own of farm-—and every acre hers will produce dowd/e what & worp-out
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paid for thelr farms with the proceeds ol just one crop!
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on can farm to most advantage {o yourse!?/ Let us bell yoo abount the 400
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you wish to {ollow, The Caoadian Pacific helps you select the land
best adapted to your purposes. And then, [l you so desire It, we arrange to have

Your Farm Made Ready by Experts

An expert on the case and select Jhe farm fhat will exactiy sull you—ike one

Write us a lelter and tell
Let wa

i

PORTLAND, OR.

$82 week EARNING CAPACITY
F THE W00DS” DRAG SAW

A

Every time you buy
from advertisements in
this paper you help to
make a better paper.

| q

At Loss Cost and Danger Than Oil—The

You AN

About It. A Posteard Hringa Full Inforr

THEDA BROS, €0, 813 Dekum RAnllding, Vortland, Orexon

Light Your Home With a Magic Light

Undeigroind System,
SUNSHINE AT NIGHT IN EVERY ROOM-——G04 o

Cookings
nrtion

Let us Tell




