HOME AND FARM MAGAZINE SECTION

United States Department of Agriculture Special “Page

Bulletins and Special Articles Issued by the Government, of Interest to the Northwest;
Suggestions Covering a Wide Range of Activities; Results of Federal Investigations, Etc.

Horticultural Board
Bars Out Many Pests

N its annual report for the year

ending June 20, 1914, the Federal
Horticultural Board calls especial at-
tention to the great value of the
erops which would be affected if In-
fested Egyptian cotton seed or dis-
eased potatoes should find their way
inta this country.

In the case of several small ship-
ments of Egyptian cotton seed the
Department discovered the presence
of the pink boll worm, which at the
present tlme is doing more damage
in Egypt than all the other cotton
pests combined, These shipments of
seed were at once destroyed.

This, however, does not do away
with the danger that Infested seed
might be contalned in shipments of
baled cotton, which would thus dis-
seminate the Insect In this country.
Public hearings have been held in
order to discuss regulations for. the
use of forelgn cotton by milis situ-
ated In cotton-growing reglons in
Ameriea. No definite action has a8
vet, however, been taken, because of
the possibility that some way may be
found of treating baled cotton so as
to destroy all insect life, In the
meantime, practically every mill
whilch uses Egyptian cotton has
agreed to burn at the end of each
day all picker waste and sceds,

The danger from !mported pota-
toes lles in the prevalence of pow-
dery scab abrosd. On this account
no stock s accepted from Rurope
outside of Denmark and the Nether-
lands, and even in these countries
the Island of Bornholm and the prov-
inces of Qroningen und Drenthe are
excepted.

Other dangerous pests discovered
in Importations of varipug kinds in-
vlude 14 instances of brown tafl
moth, two of egg masses of the gypsy
moth, specimens of the olive fruit
fly, and the citrus leal miner. All
these destructlve pests wera inter-
cepted as a result of state and Fed-
eral inspection.

New quarantines were declared
against the Mediterranean fruit (ly
and melon fly, prohibiting the ship-
ment of certain frults, nuts and vege-
tables from the Hawallan Islands,
and against certaln portions of Maine
on account ol the existence of potato
powdery scab. Living sugar canes
or cuttings thereof coming from Ha-
wall and Porto Rico are also barred
under the so-called sugar cane quar-
antine. Seeds of the pvocado or alli-
gator pear are also not allowed to be
{mported from Mexico and Central
Améerica.

Hints for Town-Dweller
on Care of Window-Boxes
OTTHD plants, sunk In a boxful
of moss, can be used, or else the
flowerds and vines can be planted
directly In the sofl, If the moss-filled
box 15 used the plants can be changed
from time to time without much
trouble, but possibly they do betler
when they are rooted In the soil of
the box.

A metal box is sultable for hold-
ing the moss, but wood makes the
best box In which flowers are to be
planted directly. Cypress, authorl-
ties say, ls the best wood, and al-
though it costs a little more to begin
with it outlasts any other kind.

The soll should be very rich—the
smaller the box the richer the soll
must be. The bottom of the box
ghould be punctured with Inch-wide
holes In several places, and bits of
broken flower pots should be so ar-
ranged over these holes as lo make
gaod dralnage sure, Rich soll can
be bought from a florlst or it can
he brought from the woods In bags
or boxes, Wood soll should generally
be mixed with sand for use o Win-
ter boxes,
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TO INCREASE THE EGG
YIELD NOW,

Many breeders have made condl-
tiong ideal for their layers and have
seomingly done everything possible to
have the hens laying at full capacity
and still are not getting enough eggs
to pay-the feed. Under these condi-
tions Lice.O has been dolng wonders.
A tube large enough to last the av-
erage hreeder a vear is sold for GH0c
posipaid, guaranteed to give absolute
gatigfactinn, or money refunded and
no questions asked. This wonder-
ful treatment has been on the market
nearly a yeuar and has never falled
fn a single Instanes, Ciroulars free,
The Lice-0 Co,, 280% Washington
elreet, Portland, Or,

HOW

Meat Inspection Laws
Creatly Strengthened

HE Supreme Court of the United

States has recently handed down
decisions of great importance in the
enforcement of the meat inspection
and livestock quarantine laws. The
ment inspection law provides for the
inspection of meat and meat food
products before they enter interstute
commerce, Among the provisions of
this act Is one which prohibits any-
ong from unlawfully destroying or
allering marks or other identifica-
tion devices which are required to be
placed upon the meat or the con-
talners,

Some partles In Kansas City, Kan,,
broke a Government seal on a car of
meat and the lower court heid that
the meat inspection act related alone
ter those engaged in the business of
preparing meats for transportation.

The Supreme Court reversed this
decision and held, in substance, that
the provision regarding ldentification
devices applies to every person, firm,
or corporation, or officer, agent, or
employe thereof, no matter whether
engaged in the Interstate transporta-
tlon of the meats or not. This decl-
slon will materially ald the Govern-
fnent in the strict enforcement of the
aw,

The lvestock quarantine law pro-
hibits the Interstate movement of
livestock from any territory quaran-
tined by the Secretary of Agriculture,
except under certaln conditlons pre-
seribed by him, The Distriet Court
at Kansas Clty, Mo., in the case of
United States vs. Nixon et al., con-
strued the act not to apply to re-
ceivers of rallroad companies, for the
reason that they were not mentloned
in the statute,

The Supreme Court reversed this
decision and held that the amend-
ment to the original act was intended
to malke the remedy as broad as the
evil which was sought to be cured,
and that the, law, as amended, ap-
plied to any common carrier engaged
fn the Interstate transportation of
livestoek, This declslon {s regarded
of great importance in the enforce-
ment of the law enacted for the pro-
teation of the lvestock Interests of
the country.

Insect Pests Receive
Commercial Attention

HERE has been a notable In-

crease In the number and quan-
tity of Insecticidal end fungicidal
preéparations on the market, accord-
ing to the annual report of the
United States Department of Agri-
culture's Insecticlde and fungiclde
board. However, there also seems a
more general desire on the part of
the manufacturers to comply with
the provisions of the law and the De-
partment has made every endeavor
to @sslst manufacturers in this re-
spect by furnishing them secientific
information.

For this purpose the board has
been Issulng & monthly publlcation
since last February, in which are
printed extracts from letters writlen
to individuals by the board. These
opinlons, it is considered, should be
of gervice to others and aid the pub-
lie fn & better understanding of the
law's requirements.

A general outline of the procedure
of the board iz given in the new re-
port. Besldes the administrative
work necessary to enforce the aet,
there are examindtions of the varlous
preparations and tests to determine
thelr strength and efficacy.

Materlals and proprietary prepara-
tions used for agricultural spraying
purposes are examined, as are prod-
uets used to rld the household, gar-
den, etc., of Insects of all kinds, dis-
infectants, germicldes, ete., which
are clalmed to be efficaclous to kill
or combat Dbacterla, preparations
used on horses, cattle, sheep, swine
or goats, as well az on fowls and
other domesticated animals.

Besides testing an Insectlelde or
fungicide to determine it8 power to
kill Inseots, tests are also made (o
determine whethey the preparation
will Injure the vegetation on which
it Is sprayed.

One duty of the board ls to keep
imported adulterated and misbrand-
ed preparations from entértng the
country., Of 147 officlal and unoffi-
elal samples recelved during the year
from abroad, It was recommended
that 62 be denied eniry until they
should conform to the law.

“Tacked-Down Carpet Habit” Bad

€6 HE tacked-down carpet habit
T is a bad one from more than
one point of view,"” says the
United States Department of Agricul-
ture’'s entomologlst, and the Buffalo
moth (or carpet beetlé) ls only one
household pest that thrives under
this securely-fastened floor covering,
In Southern States this inseect iz of
no importance as. & household nul-
gance. One reason for this is prob-
ably that rugs or movable squares of
carpet or matting are more generally
used in this section.

The . housckeeper of the North,
eager to be rid of this pest, might
well adopt the rug or square of car-
pet, which may readily be rolled up
and examined at all times and treat-
el It found necessary. This really
seems the most effective way of com-
bating the Buffalo moth. If the
floors are not suitable for polishing,
straw mattings lald under the loose
carpet squares will make an attract-
ive appearance, and while not as
cleanly as the bare floor, will alford
fewer places for the insect than the
tacked-down carpet.

Fumigation Measures,

Such housekeepers as prefer to
keep their carpets fastened over the
entire floor along with the attendant
inconveniences must use more stren-
uous measures to be'rid of the carpet
heetle, Thorough fumigation with
bisulphid of carbon or sulphur dioxid
Iz the best measure.

If blsulphid of carbon {8 used great
care must be taken that there I8 no
fire In the house when the fumlga-
tion is In progress, a8 the gas Is very
inflammable. The vapor should not
be |nhaled. The burning of sulphur
(sulphur dioxid with some sulphur
trioxid), which can be obtained at
any drugstore in the form of candles,
has been effectively used for many
vears to destroy other insect pests, as
the bedbug, and will also kill the
Nuffale moth If the fumigation is
thorough,

Two pounds of stick sulphur have
proved sufficlent for every thousand
cuble feet of space. The chlef ohjec-
tlon to eulphur fumlgation arises

the fumes in the presence of molst-
ure and thelr powerful destructive
action on vegetation,

Thorongh and Continued.

Not only must measares be thor-
onugh, but they must be long-contin-
ueid for the housekeeper whose house
has been chosen as an abode by the
Buffalo moth. The “annual house-
cloaning” is not enough In this in-
slance, If circumstances permit of
but one It should be undertaken in
midspmmer, but two are really
neaded,

In' making thorongh houseclean-
ings the rooms should be attended to
one at a time, The carpets should
be taken up, thoroughly beaten and
sprayed out of doors with benzine
and allowed to alr for several hours.
The rooms themselves should be
thoronghly swept and dusted, the
floors washed down wtih hot water,
the cracks carefully cleaned out and
kerosene or benzine poured into the
cracks and sprayed under the base-
boards. The extreme Inflammahility,
of benzine, and even of Its wvapor,
when confined, should be remem-
bered and fire carefully guarded

against.
Filling Cracks,

Where the floore are poorly con-
structed and the cracks are wide It
will be a good Idea to (]l the cracks
with plaster of parls In a liquid state;
this will afterwards set and Jessen
the number of harboring places for
the Insect,

Before relaying the carpet, tarred
rooling paper should be lald upon
the floor, at least around the edges,
but preferably over the entire surface,
and when the carpet {8 relald it will
be well to tack It down rather lightly
s0 that It can be occaslonally lifted
at the edges and examined for the
presence of the Insect.

Later in the season, if such an ex-
amination shows the Insect to have
made its appearance, a good though
gomewhat laborious remedy consleis
in laying a damp cloth over the sus-
pected spot of the carpet and {ronlng
it with & hot Iron. The steam thus
generated will pass through the car-
pet and kill the Ingecls Jmmedintely

from the strong bleaching actlon ofbeneath It

Handling of the

Alfalfa Hay Crop

HE cutting of alfalfa should be

done when not more than one-
half the plants have blossomed.

At this stage the yvield for the sear
son will bé greater than if cut earlier,
therefore more feed will be secured.

Late cutting of the first crop In-
jures the plant and the increased
vield from suceceding crops will not
make up for the loss of the first crop.

The leaves of alfalfa contain much
more [eeding value than the stems,
and every effort should be made to
save the leaves,

When the ground and weather are
dry It will cure readily and s gale to
rake within a few hours after mow-
Ing, and stack a few hours after
raking,

When alfalfa s very rank and suc-
culent and the weather is damp It I8
not a great task to dry the leaves,
but the stems will be wet.

Always have the hay dry enough
before stacking that when a handful
of stems Is twisted together no water
can be squeczed ount.  The first crop
is usually the hardest to cure.

Mow earily In the morning, after
the dew s off, allowing the sun to
wilt the swath. Then rake and put
it in narrow tall cocks before night.

The next morning, after (he dew s
off, open the cocks, but do not shatter
the leaves; the [ollowing afternoon
the hay will' usually be in shape to
stack,

Of course sou will sometimes be
governed by weather conditions, but
when the weather is falr this s &
very satlsfactory methoed to follow.

—

No Excuse for Stumps—
The Champion Idlers
S(l.\ll-;lltlll"l' sl that i a man
could work at the full height
of his power for at least one hour
each diy you would be amazed at
whalkn_]md accomplished during the
year,

Every farmer knowg how much
batter he conld do If there wus noth-
ing idle on his land, and If he could
use his own hours to the best ends,
but the champion idlers of the world
are the stumps,

I'hicre fs plonty of excuse for al-
most any lind of n tree on the farm,
but there 18 no exeuse at all for
stumps, A stomp I8 produclng noth-
ing, and more than that, it s keep-
ing out of cultlvation what may be

the best land on the farm.  In addl-
Hon to this, llke most idlers, the
stump is constantly in the way. Every
time yon want to eultivate your

fields you have to go '‘round the
stumips, tiring the horses and your-
relf.

Now, the reason there are so many
stumpsa left on farms that have been
cultivated a long time g that where
there are only a fow stumps left it
hardly seems worth while to go to the
great labor necessary to tuke them
out. Most anybody can sit down and
fizure where it will be unprofitable
this yenr to take the time and expend
the enérgy necessary to get all the
fields clear,

But thig ls poor figuring, The ex-
pense of taking out the stumps should
not be spread over one year's oper-
atlon, but over 10 or 15 vears' opera-
tlon, because the average hard wood
stump now left In your flelds will
still be there 10 or 15 years from
now unleds it 1s taken out.

And as againat the cost of the
aperation of removing it you should
figure the increased facility with
which you may work in the flelds and
the productiveness of the land on
which the stump stands, not for one
year, but for 15 vears. !

Figuring in this way the labor of
taking out the stumps Is the most
profitable labor you could do,

And with the modern highly-im-
proved gtump pullers now in the mar-
ket It is possible not only to snatch
out your own stumps at a profit to
yourself In the long run, but also to
make a profit out of the puller even
during the first year.

If you have stumps your neigh-
bors have stunmips also, and many of
our subscribers have not only cleared
their own fleld, but have mads monay
out of thelr puller during the first
year by clenring up the flelds of thelr
nelghbors. -

——— B

Is the cow yon have purchased
shrinking In her milk flow? It s
from homeslekness, no doubt, Poor
thing feels like a cat In a strange
garret, Pet her and glve her all the

little treals you can.




