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As Representative Men View Past and Future Business

Northwest May Soon Look.
for Permanent Prosperity

By J. W. Kahle, Presilent Crescent Manu-
focturing Company, Sealtle,

T WOULD be difficult to conceive
I or suggest conditlons more favor-

able to an Immediate and perm-
anent prosperity than those now ex-
isting In the Pacific Northwestern
States.

To
natural
added,
financial system
inate the fear of recurrent money
stringencles as well as the al-
ternatlng perlods of Inflation and
reckless speculation, It is hoped that
the new syétem will prove to be an
effective DLalance-wheel, resulting In
a more evenly distributed prosperity,
and the consequent development of
the richest of our resources, agricul-
ture, stock-ralsing, dairylng, hortleul-
ture and allied industries.

Attention has been too long cen-
tered on the development of our
cities, to mining, lumbering and kin-
dred quick profit-making industries
to the neglect of more conservative,
but in the end the more essential and
safer line of business, namely, the
production from the soll of the actual
necessltles of life.

The greatness of the Pacific North-
west is to be founded upon these pril-
mary resources, to which manufac-
turlng, commerce, mining and lum-
VLering are to be contributory but
gubordinate factors,

The Individunl Opportunity,

The opportunity seems open to
every farmer, ranch man, stock-
grower and orchardist, to make hls
individual business a paying one. By
inereasing the quantity and quality
of his crop, by intelligent, careful
grading of his output, and the mar-
keting of every pound possible of
by-product, as well as principal erop,
the volume of food products Imported
by the Northwestern States can be
vastly decreased and the money pald
therefor will go to increasing the
products of our own producers,

The success of each Individual unlt
fn our agricultural communities I8
essentlal to the prosperity of the
Northwest as a whole, so that pros-
perity becomes a matter of individual
eftort to turn to iImmediate profit the
opportunities afforded by existing
conditions. !

In the movement to build up the
farming business, as a business, the
farmer should not lose sight of the
importance of the local merchant as
a factor in the farmer's success, In-
gtead of co-operation among the pro-
ducers for the purpose of eliminating
the local merchant, the co-operation
ought to be between the merchant
and farmier in a concerted effort to
rehabllitate the local trading center,
which in turn creates and promotes
the local social center.

Co-operation.

Co-operation with the local mer-
chant in the assembling and shipment
to larger markets of much produce
now golng to waste would afford a
source of added Income to nearly
every farmer. The study of improved
methods, of selecting, grading and
packing, can as well or better be car-
ried on through co-operation with
local merchants as with asosclations
managed by organizations in the
larger citles.

Local co-operative effort wounld be
conpled with the larger marketing
organizations, but the more Import-
ant feature {8 the working together
of local factors whose interesis are
{dentical with the one idea of bulld-
ing up the business and prosperity
of the loeal center, and of the farmer,
With a well-arranged and Intelligent-
ly-directed development of the natur-
al wealth of our Northwest, pros-
perity cannot miss us in 1915.
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Encourage Big Industries;
Good Year Will Follow

I

Br A Averill, President Chainber of

Commerge.

B have recently had a report
W on tne crop conditions of the

Pacific Northwest and we find
that these reports indicale that there
has been an Inerease in the wheat
acreage of about 10 per cent. We also
find that crop conditions were never
better in general at this tlme of year
and there never was a8 greal a
forelgn demand for wheat and bread-
stulfs, as at the present time. BSales
reports Indlcate that more than §0
per cent of the avallable wheat fs
now sold. This has already brought
mililons of dollae fonlo this terrilory

and the continual demand for flour
will bring a considerable sum of
money into Oregon, Washington and
Idaho during 1916,

Many small manufacturigg plants,
that have been idle for months, have
resumed operation.

The recent increase In freight rates
allowed the rallroad by the Inter-
state Commerce Commission has
caused the railronds to place millions
of dollars In orders for cars, engines,
tles, e¢te., and many more will fol-
low.

In this section there are several
hundred mills manufacturing ties and
heavy timber for general construc-
tlon, These mills have been Idle,
throwing thousands of men out of em-
ployment,

The resumption of rallway Im-
provement has already caused & big
demand for supplies, which should
cause & great many of these smaller
mills to resume operation at once,
Thig, coupled with the splendid price
and general demand for everything
that comes from the farm, causes us
to predict a general improvement of
financial conditions throughout the
Pacific Northwest.

No doubt some good has come
from the agitation agalnst the rall-
roads and corporations in general, but
we belleve the time has come when
such agltation should cease and that
everything should be done to en-
courage the rallroads and every other
line of business to resume operation.

Livestock Industry Will
Receive Impetus From War

By D, H. Detchon, Editor Livestock
Reporter.
EW livestock men are complain-
|= Ing of thelr lot this Winter
and the new year comes with
many things for them to be thankful
for. Of all countries in the world,
this country {8 In best condition ag-
riculturally and this Northwestern
country i8 the best section of the
whole country,

We are not only at peace with the
whole world, but we are called upon
to help (eed a half-world at war,
Prices of livestock are not as high as
they linve been, but they are remuner-
atlve and there Is & market for all
food nnimals that are belng offered.
Cattle, hogs and sheep are readlly
taken at this market and a profitable
cash price is realized for all offerings.

To produce enough meat animuls
to gupply the world's demand will be
a problem for the next year or two,
and there is little danger that the
market for such animals will reach
an unprofitable condition. At the
outbreak of hostilitles in Burope,
golid and food animals were promptly
prohibited from exportation and the
home supply was conserved for home
use. The supply of food animals
must be mnearly exhausted before
peace comes and when peace does
come, & few years of breeding up and
of ruising all the calves, plgs and
lambs will be necessary to replace the
livestock on the European farms,
While the flocks and herds are belng
renewed in the European countrles,
these countries will still need to buy
meat abroad, Wheat flelds can be
returned to full production with one
geeding, but food animals will not
reproduce so abundantly the first
year, and we shall bhave a foreign
market for food animals for several
years,

Not Expeet Big Prices,

Wo shall probably not recelve ex-
orbitantly high prices for the anl-
mals we sell and it would not be to
the best Interests of the livestock in-
dustry to have prices prohibitive so
as to force consumers to curtall the
use of meat or turn to substitutes,
We shall have a market for every an-
ima! wo ralse at remunerative prices.

And the difficulties In ralsing llve-
stock In the Northwest are less than
those confronting many sectlons of
the country. The dreaded foot-and-
mouth disepse did not get a foothold
in this section and the outbreaks of
hog cholera have not been as severe
ns they have bLeen In some sectlons
of the Enst. Serum plants have been
eatablished in our own part of the
country and clean, effectlve serum I3
supplied to the hog raiser at nominal
cost, s0 that he need not fear the
cholera If It does appear in his local-
ity. 'The sheep ralser who will follow
the few simple rules of hia business
will not have stomach-worms, grubs
or foot rot In his herds in this coun-
try. The sheep business bids fair to
be a profitable industry, too, with the
consumption of mutton on the In-
crease and the price of wool at &
profitable level,

English and French buyers are
scourlpg this country and Canada for

sultable horses for thelr armies and
shipping them back to the lands
where our foundation stock was pro-
cured from and thousands of liead vf
horses have heen =old Lo thege gov-
ernments, The Belgian and Perch-
eron horses in their native countries
are not plentiful enough to supply the
local demand and the wastefulness of
war Is cuusing them to be still more
scarce. This conditlon gives a foreign
demand for our surplus horses at &
fairly high price, and there will be
sale for the horses which we have to
offer for some time to come.

Year 1915 Shows Promise,
Asserts Commission Man

By H. W. Patterson, Patterson & Co., Com-
misslon Merchants, Porilund, or.

N gumming up the prospects for
l progperity during the year 1915,

we are compelled to say that to us
the future looks better than It has
at any time in the past two years
for a quick revival of business, Poul-
try prices are now firm and In our
opinlon will continue to be firm for
some time to come,

We are recciving shipments fre-
quently which Indicate to us that the
entire flock of poultry has been gath-
ered up from the farm and delivered
in one shipment, Unless the farmer
quickly realizes the handicap this Is
golng to be to him, we predict that the
Pacific Northwest will he short of
poultry. We attribute this class of
shipments to the high price of feed.
No matter what the cause may be the
farmer should cerlainly keep enough
poultry on hand to supply his neads
for breeding and laying purposes for
the year 19165,

Hogs are now selling firm and we
feel safe In saylog that the priee will
remaln firm, due again to the high
price of feed. Forelgn countries are
purchasing great quantities of packed
pork and beef and everything Indl-
cates that the demand will continue
to be great for some tinie to come
even If the war were {o close today.

There Is now a shortage of veal and
wea predict that there will' be during
the entire season of 1915,

The farmer i5 the backbone of the
country and to Wim and from him
must prosperity come, Land prices
are much less than they lave been,
but the productiveness of the soll re-
malns the same. Prices are flrmer
today than they wore two Years Ago
or one year fgo. BSumming up the
prospects from & commlission mer-
chant point of vlew for the year
1918, we must say that money Is
plentiful for every legitimate pur-
chase, that llvestoek is now a good
price, and will continue to be a good
price, and that everything indleates a
qulek revival of business,

Perhaps the best way we counld ex-
press our confldence In the future s
to say that we are now buying and
will contlnne to buy poultry, hogs,
cattle, ete,, for cash as svon as de-
livered to us.

Lumber Industry Should
Lose Depression in 1915

By Edward T. Allen, Forester, Weitern

FTarestrs mnd Conservation Assoclation.

11 greatest industrial activity of
Ttha Pacific Northwest—lorest In-

dustry—has found 1914 a dis-
turblng year. Lumber has not brought
the cost of manufaciure and a par-
ticularly hazardous forest fire scason
Involved great expense In protecting
the raw material. To some extent
the depression has been cauged by the
war and other accldental Influences,
but & deeper-seated unsatisfactory
condition seems also evident and the
welfare of the entire community Is
s0 dependent upon its great lumber-
ing Industry that even the Govern-
ment has recognized the need of study
and remedy. The United Stateg For-
est Bervice and the Department of
Commerce and Labor are co-operating
with lumbermen In such o study. A
similar situation exists In British
Calumbla.

At a "forest Industry canferefice”
held a few days ago In Tacoma, un-
der the auspices of the Weslern For-
estry and Conservation Assoclation,
representatives of Federal, state, Do-
minfon and provinclal governments
met with lumbermen and timber own-
ers from Montana, Idaho, Washing-
ton, Oregon, Callfornia and British
Columbia to dlscuss forost protection
and lumbering problems. Nearly a
third of the standing timber in the
United States was represented. One
af the most prominent speakers, the
Chlef Forester of British Columbla,
sammed up the situation as follows:

“The present depression in the lum-
ber industry respects no boundary

lines, whether interstate or interna-
tional.

“In British Columbia, to the same
extent as in the Northwestern States,
the prosperity and development of the
community awaits upon the return of
conditions which will allow of the
profitable operation of timber indus-
Lrles,

“The present sltuation is due chief-
1y to lgnorance of the true value of
the Industry to the community, lg-
norance of the disabilities under
which lumber manufacturers operate,
together perhaps with some fallure
on the part of lumbermeén to meet
competition in improvement of manu-
fscturing and selling methods, 1f out
of this lean year there develop the
remedies which an analysis of the sit-
uation mnst suggest both fo the pub-
lte and the lumbermen, even this
year will earn n place amongst the
most profitable.

“The paramount position of the for-
est Industries here in the Northwest
cannot be stated too often nor In too
striking terms. In our commercial
fabric it Is the warp around which
other industries are woven. The pro-
duction of lumber |s the plancer oc-
cupation which opeéns up the new dls-
triets, brings employment, transpor-
tation, clears the land, furnishes mar-
kets for the settler and brings Inte
the country the weslth upon which
other industries are supported,

Industry Ranks High.

“Measured in terms of annual pro-
duction of wealth the lumber Indus-
try both in British Columbia and In
the Northwestern States ranks high
ahove Its nearest competitors—agrl-
culture, mining and fisheries, In
British Columbia of every dollar In
the pocket of the wage earner, mers
chant or financier, 33 centg Is from
the forest., In Washington, Oregon
and Idaho the lumbermen are still
more productlye—42 per cent of the
public wealth of Washington, 45 per
cent of the puhblle weath of Oregon
ind 81 per cent of the publie wealth
of Idaho {8 derlved direotly from the
logging camps, sawmills and other
forest occupations.

“We In the Pacific Northwest pride
ourselves justly on the beauty and
slze of our cities, upon our growth In
population, upon the magnitude and
stabllfty of our financlal institutions,
factories and supply houses and upon
our transportation facilities, Thesa
Ingtitutions are the conspicuous ore
gans of our comimercinl body. The
lumber Industey I8 the heart of that
organization, constantly pumplng
through it the nourlshing finanecial
blood without which It could never
have grown, and without whieh 1t
could not maintaln even lts present
slze,

Lumberman's Wealth Travels.

"It I8 unnecessiry (o state here that
the wealth brought into the country
by the lumber industry does not re-
maln in the hands of the lumber-
man, The lnmberman's dollar I8 one
of the world's best travelers; of every
dollar, 40 cenfs goes to transporta-
tlon companies, 36 conts to labor dis
rectly employed in the industry, 16
cents to merchants for equipment and
supplies, 10 cents for Interest on cap-
ftal Invesied. This analysis of the
lumbermen's dollar dlscloses the
source ol our prosperity,

“The lumberman of thig forest re-
glon may pay directly each vear to
transporiation companles $80,000%
000, to wage earners §$70,000,000, to
merchants $30,000,000 and for the
uge of horrowed working capital $20,-
000,000, This money {8 later clreus
lated Into every portlon of the coma
munity and forms an Important fac-
tor in the livellhood of those few peoe
ple who do not come Into direct con-
tact with the lumber industry.

Importance to States,

“1 have vutlined the importance of
the lumber Industry at some length
for n definite reason. You will have
noticed that In the dlstribution of
the wealth produced by this Industry,
which I gave a moment ago, there was
no sum assigned to the lumbermen
for profits, This is true at the pres-
ent tlme, There are losses but no
profite. It I8 a polot to be kept in
mind when digcussing thig great in-
dustry, It Is an Industry which 1s
of far greater Importance to wage
earners, merchants, communities,
counties and states or provinees, than
it Is to the few men who happen to
be charged nt present with the con-
trol of the timber lands, logging
camps and sawmills.

“The manufacture of lnmber at the
present time {8 the one great indus-
try of North Amerlen which 15 operat-
ing at a serlous loss. The situation
can be stated In a few words, It
costa on the average $15 per thoue
sand to produce lumber. This lumber

1s now being sold at $10 to $12 per




