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The City Man as a Farmer Table Sirup from
Apples

chalk Is in Its limits of reaction.
The milk of lime must be cautious-
ly added so as to avoid an alka-

line reaction, otherwise more cider
will have to be added until the color
of the liquid returns to an amber
one. This moving from the alkaline
to the slightly acid is not easily ac-

complished and In the hands of the
average person may make a product
varying more or less In flavor. Oa
the other hand, precipitated chalk
will react with the acid in the cider
to form a neutral product (neither
acid nor alkaline) and which is
easily made slightly acid according
to the following Instructions

For every 100 pounds of cider
add V pound (ample in most cases)
of precipitated chalk or enough
more to make the treated cider take
on a bluish to blackish color. Boil
the cider for five to ten minutes
and filter while hot CoUect the
filtered material Into open kettles
or pans, add five pounds of boiled
and filtered apple cider that has
not been treated with lime carbon-

ate. Boll again until the cider has
reduced to th its original
volume, then filter under pressure.
The sirup formed is "distinctive" la
flavor and appearance.
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e dtj man who would be farmer to try
e !l r.l u i farm hand before tying
e sp bis saiings la a ranch. j
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Department ot Agriculture
THE many letters from city

people who have read glowing
accounts of the wealth that may be
made on the farm. A large percent-
age of these people have already
bought farm land. Some of them
appear to believe that the reason all
fanners are not rich' is because of
extravagance, wastefulness, ignor-
ance, and a lack of business ability.
To these letters the department's
specialists reply much as follows:

"As a matter of fact, farmers as
a class are intelligent, Industrious
and economical, and many of them
are men of good business judgment
Further, those who have made a
thorough study of the business side
of farming know that it is not an
easy matter to make money on the
farm. Only the most practical and
experienced fanners are making any
considerable profit out of their busi-
ness. Most of the money that has
been made on the farm in recent
years has been made, not by farm-
ing, but by the rise of price on farm
lands. In the nature of things this
rise can not continue indefinitely,
and some one will own this land
when the price becomes practically
stationary or perhaps starts to de-

cline.
"While It is true that occasionally

a elty bred family makes good on
the farm, this is the exception and
not the rule. It Is always a risk to
Invest In a business without first
making a thorough study of that
business. Many city people who
have saved up a few hundred dol-

lars and who have had little or no

Size of Business and Income

farm experience, but who are Im-

bued with a rosy vision of the Joys
and profits in farming, buy poor
land at high prices and thereby lose
the savings they have been years
In accumulating. One city family
paid $10,000 cash and assumed a
$12,000 mortgage on a farm worth
only about $11,000. Another paid
$2,000 cash and signed a mortgage
for $6,000 on a farm that was later
appraised at $3,000. A city family
that had saved $2,000 used this
money to make a first payment on
cheap farm land and when their
eyes were opened found they still
owed considerably more than the
farm was worth. For seven years
they have worked almost night and
day to meet the interest) without
being able to reduce the principal.
These instances could be multiplied
almost indefinitely.

"In purchasing a farm great care
should be taken to get a good farm
at a fair price. To pay or agree to
pay more than the farm is worth
is to invite failure. From a busi-
ness standpoint no farm that does
not pay interest on the total In-

vestment, depreciation on equipment
and wages for all labor performed
on that farm is successful.

"Even when, great care is taken
in making the investment only In
exceptional cases should the city-bre- d

family attempt farming. Gen-

erally the best advice that can be
given to the city-bre- d man who es

to become a farmer is that be-

fore purchasing a farm he work as
a farmhand for two or three years.
This will give him an opportunity
to learn at first hand many things
about the business, as well as the
practical side of farming. In no
other way, as a rule, can he get
good farm training and experience
at less trouble an A expense or with-
out danger from financial disaster."

sufficient investment to give the
farmer a substantial income.

In the Central States, where corn,
wheat and oats are the prevailing
crops and where land is from $150
to $250 an acre, $10,000 would be
entirely too small an investment to
yield the owner a good income for
the reason that 40 to 50 acres, the
total amount of land he could pos-
sibly buy with this amount of
money, would not utilize his teams,
machinery or labor to the fullest ad-

vantage.

On the other hand, the number
of acres is not always a true meas
ure, as a big business can be con
ducted on a small area. Twenty
acres of truck and small fruits may
equal a 200-acr- e farm devoted to
grain, hay, cattle and hogs. It Is
the type of farming that determines
the number of acres necessary for
efficient operation. Many persons
have made the mistake of buying
too high-price- d land for successful
general farming. In other words,
they paid truck farming prices for
land which on account of market re-

lations should be used for only
grain and general farming.

The proportion of the total In-

vestment that should be used as
working capital is equally as Im-

portant as size of investment. Gen-

erally speaking, about 76 per cent
to 88 per cent of the farmer's In-

vestment is In real esate, the other
12 per cent to 25 per cent being in
livestock and other equipment. This
proportion will vary according to
the type of farming followed. In
regions where dairying Is the main
enterprise, the amount of working
capital may represent one-four- th of
the entire Investment.

A third point in the consideration
of the farmer's investment is the
quality of material in which work-
ing capital is invested. This Is espe- -
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table sirup from apples. Editor.

the Office of
RECENTLY U. 8. Department of

Aericulture. released a paper
on "Discover Way to Make Fine
Table Siruo From Apples." The
patent applied for is In the interest
of the public and Is believed to be
ot value in utilizing nndesirable or
unmarketable apples.

The naner containing the Infor
mation shows that the sirup is made
from apple cider and that one gal-

lon of sirup Is obtained from every
seven gallons of cider. In some re-

spects the sirup Is similar to elder
sirnn that was known to us 20

years ago. In other respects this
sirup is similar to cider butter.

inasmuch as the new process was
rlesiimed chiefly for the cider mill
or other manufacturer who desires
to manufacture and sell cider sirup,
the question Immediately arose as to
whether or not such a process would
be feasible. From the home manu- -

factnrer's noint of view the Intro
duction of milk of lime (slaked
lime suspended In water) did not
appear practicable because It would
be difficult to teach the average
person the right amount of milk
of lime to use. As outlined there
is another objection In that the ad
dition of water contained In the
milk of lime dilutes the cider and
consequently Increases the time for
the concentration of the cider to
the proper consistency.

Takiner these obiectlonable fea
tures into consideration, Professor
Geo., Olson of the State Experiment
Station at Pullman, Wash., has
modified the original process in such
a manner as he believes to make it
of practicable use to not only the
cider mill, but also to the house-

wife. Whatever changes have been
made in the process it is hoped that
it will not modify the patent in any
way whatsoever. With this under-

standing, any one who desires to

make sirup according to the modi-fle- d

method does so without infring-
ing upon anyone's personal rights.

The modified process as worked
out at the Washington State Ex-

periment Station Chemical labora-

tories differs from the U. S. Depart-

ment method in that precipitated
chalk (lime carbonate) is used in
place of milk of lime and an un
treated boiled apple cider is used
to render the chalk treated cider
slightly acid.

ThA ttmnie add t on of milk or
lime or precipitated chalk changes
the eolorine matter in apple cider
to an inky color. Lime also tends
to Impart a chalky flavor. Its chief
use. however. Is to neutralize the
malic acid in- - the cider and form
what is known as calc.um malate.

The difference In the use of milk
of lime compared with precipitated

cially true In regard to livestock.
Investigations relating to profits in
farming show conclusively that the
efficiency of the animals to which
the crops are fed is one of the
most important factors In determin-
ing the farmer's net income. This is
to be expected, since on many farms
in this country the bulk of the
crops is in reality sold to the dairy
herd or to meat producing animals.
If these are of such poor quality
that they yield low returns for their
feed the income to the farmer must
be correspondingly small. Hence, no
matter how large the total invest-
ment, if the quality of the equip-

ment is deficient financial failure is
inevitable.
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CAREFUL Btudy by GovernmentA experts in regard to the profits
made by a large number of

farmers in different parts of the
United States shows that the size
of the farm business Is one of the
most Important factors controlling
the farmer's income. The problem
of how large an investment Is need-
ed in order to carry on a certain
type of farming to advantage is of
the utmost Importance. The amount
of this Investment will vary accord-
ing to the type of farming and to
the region selected.

In a survey of over 100 farms In
. an Irrigated district In Utah only
three farm owners with less than
$10,000 total capital received' a
labor Income of more than $1,000 for
their year's work.

By labor Income In this case is
meant what remains of the net in-

come after deducting 6 per cent for
' Invested capital and working capi
tal; in other words, what the farm
er himself receives for his year's
work and supervision.

In a group of 35 of these men,
who had small farms and an aver-
age capital of $5,345, the aver-
age labor income was $235. One
out of every five received nothing
for Ms labor and made less than
6 per cent Interest on his farm In
vestment. With high-price- d land
this amount of capital gave him too
small an area to utilize to advant-
age. If land were cheaper, so that
a much larger area could be ob-

tained, with this same amount of
money, then $10,000 might be a


