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ACADEMYHliskChange Control of Rural Schools

By Dr. Joseph Schafer, Professor of History and Director of Ex-
tension Work in the University of Oregon at Eugene.
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fore they represent tho people of the
county only dimly and indirectly.

There is another educational board, entralso called, in each county, which, how-

ever, is not a representative one. It is ommercial
men who invested only

$ In .his first- article on the
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t a stand in favor of eonsolida- -

S tion of several districts so that
i the one-roo- district
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appointed by the county superintendent
and its sole purpose is to aid the super
intendont in the selection of rural
supervisors for the eonnty.

Create County Education Board.
In place Of these two boards, the

boundary board, which has important
educational functions but not neces-

sarily any interest in education, and the
educational board, which has some edu-

cational interest, but no adequate pewer
or functions and which is not elective
as such boards onght to be, there should
be created a thoroughly representative
county board of education of say five
members to have entire control of the
general educational policies of the rural
schools. They should be chosen from
tho citizens of the county most deeply
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N THE FIRST PATER of this sprira,

I I pointed out the old tvpe of "dis
trict school of one room and one

teacher" had become defective because
it could no longer do the work required
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of a school furnishing the main oppor
tunity for the education of country chil amount in the stock of
dren in this new age. I indicated, also,

and intelligently interested in rural edusome of the reasons why it has been
cation and rural life improvementfound difficult to get rid of the old

established district in favor of a nc through education; thev. should have the

the

Flathead
power with, by and through the ceunty
superintendent, who is their educational

district capable of supporting the new
and higher type of school which the
tirues demand.

In the present paper I shall try to
point out some of the political and in

expert and who as I personally believe
should be appointed by them to ie--

district the whole county on the author-
ization of a majority of the voters, to
initiate changes looking toward con-

solidation of districts, to administer
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stitutional changes which we must havo,
as it seems to me, before we can hope
to secure generally for our peoplo the
benefits of the new type of rural school
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er very soon.
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stute regulations relating to teachers'
certificates, to fix standards for school

buildings, grounds, equipment, etc., and
in brief to have general supervision of
local rural schools, school districts and
school children.

In some states, of which Wisconsin is
an example, there is a tendency to cen-

tralize the supervision of rural schools
in the State Department of Education.
The State Department, for example, has

direct supervision over the newer types
of rural schools, the distribution of the
funds for aiding consolidation, the ad-

ministration of buildings, etc.
There is much to be said in favor

of this policy of centralization.
Nevertheless, I believe it would bs

wise in Oregon to try out tho other

plan in which more power and initiative
is exercised by the people of the coun-

ties themselves through the elective
boards of education. The policy of cen-

tralization removes educational control

farther from the people's leadership, is

more expensive, and less regardful of

the local needs, which in our state differ
greatly from county to county.

Besides, this plan of centralization
abandons the very real advantage to be

gained from the activity of a consider-
able number of county educational
boards, each vying with all the others
in the effort to make the rural schools

of their county the best of all in the

state. The county plan makes use of

more widespread educational interests.
It utilizes most fully the educational
talent of our people and at tho same

time it docs not excludo the leadership
of the State Department, which can be

exercised in a multitude of ways toward
the betterment of the rural Bchools in

every county of the state. In fact, it
strengthens the State Department by

making it necessary for it to

with the vital educational forces of

each county whoso support the depart-
ment is sure to have so long as it ex-

ercises a real leadership in educational

affairs.

statewide movement for the organiza-
tion of proper districts, call them con-

solidated districts, union districts, rural
lifo school districts, or what not. Now,
a very practical, immediate obstacle in
the way of consolidation in most cases
is the question of building new school
houses to take the places of Beveral ex-

isting school houses which, by the con-

solidation of districts they have terved,
are rendered of little or no value.

There is usually an initial expense in
building which under present conditions
means a special tax upon the property
of the district. This fact prevents many
districts, which would otherwise be fav-

orable to consolidation, from taking the
first step toward that desired end. In
Wisconsin the Legislature recently sot

aside a small apportionment called the
'Consolidation Fund," which is used

for tho sole purpose of promoting con-

solidation by aiding now consolidated

districts to build new school houses.
One-hal- f the expense of the building is

born by the state fund, the local dis-

trict paying the other half. The result
is to stimulate the movement toward

consolidation.
Organize School Interests.

' Secondly, wo need an organization of
school interests which shall take hold

of this problem officially with a new
zeal and a new authority. Our county

superintendents are generally favorable
to the new type of rural schools; but
they have not the authority nor the op-

portunity of leadership necessary to

bring about rapid changes in tho sys-

tem. In matters like the changing of
School boundaries, the county school

Superintendent is obliged to work with

the county commissioners. These men,

excellent citizens in their way, are pri-

marily interested in other county mat-

ters. They have been clectod usually on

the issue of good roads, or the issue of

lower taxes, or some other local issue

plans of development

Buy one and take
pictures of your
stocks, crops and
buildings.

We carry all

supplies and d

finishing.

and the men behind it.
Our prospectus will tell
you all about it.

PIKE & MARKHAM CO.
343 Washington St, Portland, Oregon.

Lewis Audible Speed Indicator

Rhodehamel,
Babcock & Co.

FISCAL AGENTS

Peyton Building

SPOKANE, WASH.

A simple contri-
vance which at-

taches to the
crank handle of
any separator and
Is adjusted to the
required speed.

Until the right
speed is reached
an alarm bell
rings; when the
right speed is at-

tained, the bell
GUARD YOUR EYESIGHT

There 1 n optics specialist In toot locality who prescribes EKuuON lenses,

li will pay yon to become acquainted with him. Rhudon lonsos are only furnished

to specialists who are competent and trustworthy.
Watch this space weekly (or further information about EHUDON lenses and how

to buy eyeglasses intelligently.

WESTERN OITICAL COMPANY, Portland, Oregon
HAMH 0? OUB AGENT IN YOOB LOCALITY FURNISHED UPON REQUEST

stops ringing but thero is a clearly au-

dible click to be heard with each revo-

lution. When tho proper speed is passed
and the machine is turned too rapidly,
the click ceases.
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