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The Adoption of a Proposed Inlative
Measure Would Destroy Workings
and Effect of Law, Leave Water
Right at Sea and Indefinitely -
lay amd Retard Development,

B. MeConnell in Burns

Times-Mlerald.

By C.

long conslderation, exlaustive
gearch and carelul deliberation.

re-
Thi
matter was before several sessionz of
the legizlature, which had the aszsist-
ance of the best technical, engineer-
ing and legal talent that the law
might be efficient and conform to the
varicus supreme court deciglons per-
taining to water rights, The law
has proven most efficient and its le-
gality hias gtood the test in every case
before the courts.

The adoption of the proposed ini-
tiative measure (Nos. 346 and 347
on official pallot) would as complete-
Iy destroy the working and effect of
the law as if same was entirely re-
pealed. It would cut off all flxed
appropritions, upset and destroy all
organized departments under the
law, leave all matters of pending ad-
Judications and determination and
record of existing water rights “up
In the alr,” and indefinitely retard
and delay development. Its adop-
tlon would not save a dollar to the
state, put on the other hand would
cause an Inestimable Toss and waste
to hoth the state and the individual
citizen.

Section 1 of the measure abolishes

‘|the Desert Land Board and throws

the duties of that board back to the
State Land Doard,

The Desert Land Board was creat-
ed in 1909. It consists of Governor
Secretary of State, Btate Treasurer,
Attorney General and State Engineer,
who serve without additional com-
pensation to their respective salaries
as fixed by law. This board has
charge of all reclamation work and
all matters pertaining to water rights
of the Carey Act profects.

The State Land Board conslsts of
the Governor. SBecretary of Btate and
State Treasurer, constituting a Board
of Commissioners to dispose of the
state lands and Invest the proceeds
arising therefrom.

Prior to 1900 the State Land Board

members did not have the time nor
the legal and technical qualifieations

Our water code was adopted after|n

doterntination of the water rights on
all gms and the administration
and (distribution of all waters, 'l'!u-l
rights In a few of our water-slicds
have been determined, while on some
of the largest and most important
strenms  proceedings are now pend I
ing.  On these the clajmunts, settlers |
and Lhoge seeking the dovelopment of |
our water resources have pald their
por aoreage fees and are entitled to)
speedy determiination of their res-|
pective righls.  During this peried of
adjudication the Water Superinten-
dents and means to carry on this
work shonld be Inerensed rather than
diminished. As a matter of fact,
during the next tlhiree or four years
there will be a greater volume of
evidence Lo be taken and considered
by the Water Superintendents than
will come before all the Clrenit Judg-
es of nll the counties of the state.
One Water Commissioner sitting at
Sulem, for whom no sssistants are
provided by the mieasure, could not
complete these adjudications within
the next ten vears. After the water
rights throughout the state have
been determined one Water Commis-
sloner will, perhaps, be sufficlent, but
that time is distant four or five years.

Soction ¥ of the proposed measure
ents off all of the fixed appropriations
for the offices of State Engineer and
the State Water Board and provides,
“the needs of these departments left
for the conslderation and actlon of
future legislatures,” notwithstanding
that the departments referred to have
been “gholished’ by the proposed
bill.

Cannot the departments be best
permanently organized and most con-
sistently and continuously operated
if their needs are properly provided
for in advance?

An examination of the affalrs of
the departments affected shows that
the expenses of the State Engineer's
oflice are more than offget by the fees
¢ollected, and the other two depart-
ments affected by the bill pay large
sums into the State Treasury, the ag-
gregate from the three departments
affected for 1913 amounting to $50,-
860,

At present the State and Federal
governments have 4 co-operative
plan for carrying on water and land
surveys tliroughout the state and
which work Is pald for, dollar for dol-
lar, by the two governments. The
proposed bill,by cutting ofl the state’s

would Immediately stop In Its half
unfinfshed condition.
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opu-nhd or autoloading?
1f hand.operated, you know the Reming-

ton.UMC Pump Gun. Everybody knows it
m."a::“fm“ﬂn.'f' g7l s g redledba e
zhu is ﬁ orming in & way to show sportsmen that here
an autoloading shotgun that works,

to prepare proper contracts and to
gee that the work under the con-
tracts was being properly done and
carried on to the advantage of the

An excellent argument agalnst the
proposed measure, Initicted by the
Portland Chamber of Commercs, and
joined in by other commercinl and
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