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Guineas for Pleasure and Profit
By Anna Galliher,

HE raising of guineas has recent-

ly beeome a very interesting and

profitable branch of the poultry
business. There is a growing demand
in nearly all of the large ecitics, owing
to the faer that natoral game birds
are fast disappearing, and the guinea
will partially take their place,

Almost anyono can sseure a good
trade among hotels and eafes. They
are willing to pay good prices at any
seuson for plump, young guineas, and
there is no immediste dunger of the
supply exceeding the demand,

1t is generally believed that guinens

are diffienlt to raise. They are no

harder to ruise than other poultry
when their habits are thoroughly un-
derstood.

All guiness are eleanly in  their
habits. They eannot endure unelean
quarters, and they require more ears,
eapeeinlly during eold weather, than
soma other fowls, probably owing to
the fact that the guines is & native
of warm eountries. 1f puineas are loft
out in a snow storm they will not get
frightened so badly that they cannot
easily be controlled.

They csn be kept in the hen house
with the echickens, but it is better to
have o separate house for them. They
are very domineering, especinlly at
feeding time. This is a disagrecable
hobit that cannot bo easily overcome,
even by raising the guineas and chicks
together. Howover, the White African
is more quiet than tho Pearl guines,
arnd 18 fast grining in favor,

We feed guineas aboul the same as
torkeys or chickens. In wintor when
they cannoy get muoeh on the range,

we feed corn, wheat, o little ouls
(boiled) and some green stuff. Pure
water, grit and charcoal are kept

within roench.

They are very active and like Lo be
busy all the time. That is why a
good range is necessary in summer,
but when they have to be kept housed
in winter, they can get enpugh ox
ereige if the louse ia large cnough
and serntehing material is provided,
Some sort of clean litter on the floor
I8 necessary: or better still, seatter
some sheafl wheat around, and let the
guineas do the threshing.

Guineas Require Care.

Guineas arc gometimes raised on the
Hint amlone'’ principle; that is, they
roam the fields in summer, steal their
nests, hateh out a few koats, raise
probably half of what they hatoh,
and when winter comes they are so
wild that they will searcoly venture
near the feeding yards. They roost

in the trees or on the roofs of build-
wgs, and when & snow storm seta in
to eome down.

thay rofuss Neeiless

why the young guineas shoold nlwnys
bo raiged with ehicks, or hatehed uon-

der chicken hens. If largo wumbers
are heing hatehed, of course ineuba-
tera are lmost o neeessity, The eges
hateh micely in incubalors. Thoy re.
quirae 24 to S8 duys to incu
to sny, therd is neither pleasure nor
profit in  raising wutneas by this
miethod,

They must by domestiented for they
are unaturally wild and timid. That is
bate, A few ben oggw should be placed

in tho nest or incubator, when the
guinea eggs have boon set about a
wook or o little less. The chicks help
teach the young gninens to eat, How-
aver, this is not always neecssary. If
the guineas are hintehed under chicken
hons they will soon hecome quite tame
and will stay nettr the hens,’ nlthough
they are very wild at first, They are
not unlike woung quails in this re-
speet, and the Pearl guinens greatly
resemble young quails in eolor when
first hntehed,
Yards Necessary.

Yarda are nccessary and they must
be enclosed with se¢rcon wire or broad
boards, The guinea chicks ean easily
got through the one-dneh poultry net-
ting, We keep the young guineas in
small yards until they are a woek old;
they are then tnurned out into a five.
aero lot which is feneed especially for
voung guineas, Here they are kept
until they are two months old, when
they are given free range. By this
time they are quite thme and never
wander far from the premises.

CGiuinesn hena Iny mo eggs in winter.
Their laying senson is usually from
about April 15th to September. Guinea
eggs aro small but good in quality.
They will not sell well as a rule. The
guinea hen lays anvwhore from 40 to
100 eggs in one season, If gnineas
arg properly managed their eggy will
ba fertile, They usunlly go in pairg
or trios, but not nlways.

Young guinens must be kept free
from lice, If they are hatehod under
hens, the Istter should he dusted with
louse powder eyory week. If the
voung guineas get lousy in spite of
this, they are given the same lreat
ment as other fowls, L. e, a little oas.
tor oil or olive oil applied wherever
tho lice are found, We are very care-
ful to keep all young fowls out of
the sun for a day or two after the
oil is applied.

During the first few days afler
guineas are batched they have to he
fed quits frequently, Wo feed a little
dvery two bours, Dry bread, finely
ernmbled with a little chopped graens,
sueh 4% lettuse or onions will always
give good results, A little  conrse
sund s sprinkled over the feed at
firat, but this is oot necessary after
they have learnad to eat grit whon-
ever required, However, sharp sand
and other grit should always be pro-
vided, Boiled eggs are not suitnble
food for young guineas, as Lhey are al
most sire Lo cause constipntion, After
they are & fow days old they will ent
oatmenl dry, or cornhread, A varied
ribion is bebter than wny one food.
When they are & fow wecks old they
will eat cracked ¢orm, whole wheat,
or whatever chicks will eat. When
they are a month old thoy should not
bo fed more than three or four timos
o day, and if they have good range,
s vory little feed each time will he
sufficient. In fael, they eould pgot
along on two feeds a day, but we like
to teach them to eome home for feed,
They are great foragers, and if there
are uny grain fields near, they will
mnke regular trips to piek up what
they can find among tho stubhle,
(iulneas, both old and young are good
bug-catehers, and they will not in-
jure garden crops as chickons are
apt to do, beenuse they rarely serateh
unless grain is thrown among litter,

Incubators,

We have pever hatehed guiness with
ineubators, hut know of others who
are very succossful in hatehing and
raising them by artificial methods, As
they ara never hatehed very early in
tho spring, fireless brooders are used.
This i9 the best plan ta follow when
they nre being raised in very large
naombers for market. They are not §o
easily hatehed a8 some other fowls,
hoaeause the shells of guinen cggs are
vory thick, and tha little fowls are
sometimes unahle to get out unless
thiy given some help, If thé
young guinens canogot get out in a
rensonable length of time after the
shells are pipped, we pick off onough
to enable them to froo themselves,

Young gninens somelimes appear to
be deformed when firsh hotehed, and
sp o rule the apparent deformity is
simply the result of a slow hateh.
When chicken hons or incubators are

nre

used, it i3 an ensy matter to give
the epgs proper atlontion. Guineas
resont intrusion, especially while set-
ting. This alone would be sufficiont
reason for hateling with ehicken hons,
or with incubators, ulthough thero is
still another reason not given. Guinea
hons if not controlled, will drag the
young guineas around throngh the
grass in all kinds of weather, and
tho result ean casily be imagined. Of
course, young guineas need exoroise,
but they ure very tender ot first, and
should be kept ont of wet grass or
rain, They are far loss apt Lo take
gupes if ‘kept dry. It is the samo
with chicks and turkeys. We have
honges, not eoops, for all the young
poultry, and find that keeping the
floors elean and dry is as important
u8 lopping evorything free of vermii.
However, we are convineed that lieo
kill more young poultry than all the
other causes ecombined.

GET RID OF LICE.

ATURE'S way of riding poultry of

lico is o froquent dusting of light

dry oarth. Uhickens scem to en.
jo¥ nothing better, and eertain nothing
does them more good. At this season
hirds are sometimes yarded on the farm
to prevent their gelting into the gar.
din, but wherever Lhey wre they should
be provided with some sort of a dust
bath. Above all, do not fail to put n
deep, roomy box in o sunny part of the
henhouse, where it will kesp dry.

In the summer tho best dust baths
are made by spading places in the yard,
ench nbout n yard square and 10 inches
deep. 1f there are any stones in the
dirt; it should bo sifted. Care must be
taken to have the dirt fine and free
from pubbles; or the bens will not use
it. Make the place where the sun can
shine on if, so a8 to keep the dirt dry,
and after every rain the dirt should he
turned over with o spade or fork. If
thoy can have sueh o place to dust
themselves, the fowls will easily keep
their bodies free from Jice,

HENE HATCH FISH.
8 is generslly known, a big quan

To avoid this fish rearers in Ching
earefilly colloet spawn trom the sur
fieo of the water, and when they have
seenrod a sufficient quantity thoy take
& number of hens' eggy, the contonts of
which have been ecarefully omptiod
through a small aperture, and refill the
shells with the spawn. The holes are
then sealed up and the eggs put under
broody hens. The hens are allowed to
ineubate the eggs for a ‘ourtain number
of dnys, when thoe eggs are again bro-
ken and their eontonts put into water
that has been provionsly warmed by
the sun. TIn m very short space of time
the spawn hatehes, and the young fry
are then kept in pure fresh water until
they attain n sufficient size to be put
into the ponds containing older fish,
The Chinese bave long understood all
the intricacies of incubntion, nnd were
among the first to use incubstors for
the hatehing of hen eggs, long before
such machines were niade in this coun
try, At ono Eime a vonsiderable busi-
nidy was done in this styls of spuwn
hatehing,

Fastern Oregon reports ideal har

tity of fish spawn is annually losteps
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