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wife, The turkey crop is getting smalt
er every year.Sunflower Seed for Poultry

By Howard 0. Kegley.

position, the tendency to be anybody's
dog for the sake of a petting, the lia-

bility to run away and visit for days
at a time. If kept on a chain, and trol-
ley wire they make fine watchdogs, and
owing to their quick, nervous snapping
a thief will think twice before tackling
one,"

The maintenance of productiveness
and vigor are the essentials in poultry
keeping, and when both can be realized
the work will pay.

Although there may not be any vis
ible lice or mites in your poultry house,

it is a good thing to whitewash it two

or three times a year.

Tho young chicks should have fresH

milk only, as sour milk is suitablo only

but they bring the biggest returns
when cultivated, of course. If a single
row along the garden fence is desired
for a small flock of fowls, the seeds
may be drilled two and one-hal- f inches Poultry Hints

for tho adults, being injurious to all
kinds of young animals.Lime is best supplied by giving the

fowls access to crushed oyster shells.
To protect roosting poultry from at

Filthy milk will usually induce the
bowel disease among the young chicks. tack by vermin there has been invented

a trap which, when fastened to a pearch,
catches and poisons insects.A combination of high roosts and

heavy fowls seldom proves satisfactory.

When chickens are kept in the yard
throughout the year, green food is DEFECTIVE HOUSING.

OT infrequently do poultry keepers
complain bitterly of tho failure of
their fowls to show profit, when

IP POULTRY RAISERS In general
understood the value of sunflower
iced there would undoubtedly be

fewer losses during the moulting sea-
son, and more garden fence rows be-

decked with heavy-heade- d sunflower
talks.

Consider the fact that moulting is
made easy by the use of sunflower seed,
and then estimate the number of run-
ning feet along garden or field fences,
which are absolutely barren each year,
and you quickly arrive at the extent
of the loss that many tillers of the soil
are suffering whether they are keeping
poultry or not.

It is not a good idea to cut sunflower
beads and throw them into the poultry
yards for the fowls to empty at will,
for in that way the birds all too often
get an over Bupply of oil, and the lay-
ing period iB apt to be correspondingly
Shorter as a consequence.

Sunflower soed should never be fed
to your chicks. Nothing of the sort is
needed during the baby moult, and if it
be given the heavy oil in it may cause
rheumatism.

In case any young birds suffer with
rheumatism from such a cause, confine
them in a coop and feed
them exclusively on ehopped white
elover (green) until they recover.

NWhen the fowls pick themselves fre
quently, you may be sure that they are
infested with lice.

deep and the plants thinned later unti'
they stand a foot apart. Occasional
hoeing or stirring of the soil around
the stalks is Buffieient.

If a big patch is to bo planted the
seeds Bhould be placed four inches
deep, to give the roots a firm hold, in
hills 18 inches apart, and rows three
foet wide. Cultivation such as com
requires may be applied sueeessfuly.

The crop will mature in 90 days or
less and will grow without abundant
moisture. Indeed, a fine sunflower crop
can often bo found in a drouth dried
district. In the Southwest the sun-

flower is a real wonder if irrigated
once in a while. The Russian type
seems to be universally the favorite
variety.

Taking into consideration that there
is always a ready market for sunflow-
er seed at five cents per pound to tho

wholesaler, and basing an estimate upon
the sunflower crop re-

sults obtained by a Los Angeles county

man, there is reason for believing that
sunflower farming, if properly done,
should net tho farmer at least $900 per

There is little danger of draught in

the poultry house if there is only one

opening in the building.

Never forget that poultry requires
grit and lime for digesting food and
forming egg shells.

Scatter dry grain among the litter on

the floor of the poultry houses so that
the hens will be forced to exercise.

It is unwise to spend money for bet-

ter chickens and then give them such
poor care that they cannot do well.

If a male is not popular with the
females in his pen he should be re-

moved and another bird substituted.
Once or twice a year a wagon load

of small gravel should be hauled from
some stream for the fowls to work
over.

acre.
The man in question planted a nick-

el's worth of sunflower seeds in the
ground around the outside of his poul-

try yard. The plants were thinned, and
then irrigated and hoed twice. When

the whole fault lies in defective hous-

ing. Poultry lead an entirely artificial
life when they live penned in a run,
or even when at liberty and provided
with a sleeping house that is to say,

they havo their food provided them

and do not sleep in the trees as their
natural instinct would teach them. It
is simply the difference between sleep-

ing in a house and sleeping in trees
that upsets them. When they do the
latter they may not lay well, but they
keep their health. More than half the
diseases from which fowls suffer are
caused primarily by '.his defective
housing.

PREPARING BONES.

always prefer bones that are
FOWLS broken into small pieces,

with meat either raw or cooked ad-

hering to them. The hens do not care
for the commercial bone, unless such is

free from the odor of ammonia and

decaying matter. Dry bones, either
broken or ground, will be eaten, but
not so readily as those that are fresh.
Fresh bones are not easily ground in

any kind of mill. They are usually

steamed in order to render them brittle,
or place in the oven and burn. Of

course, when subjected to heat, they
lose more or less nitrogenous matter,
such as meat or gelatine. With a bone

cutter, all kinds of bones can be pre-

pared for the fowls.

the heads were ripe they were cut off
and stored in boxes and barrels until When given with care, one of the

best foods for young and growingneeded for feed. Standing one foot
apart, the stalks each bore an average chickens, and the laying hens, too, is
of one-hal- f a pound of seed. sweet milk.

Nine rows of sunflowers, three feet
When laying freely, a flock of 50

wido and 80 rods long would make an
hens will drink from four to eight
quarts of water daily, depending uponacre. Figuring it a little finer there

would be one row 12,000 feet long. If
the hills were one foot apart there the conditions.

would bo 12,000 hills in the acre and. Colds with poultry often lead to roup,
and when once the roup gets a goodat the rate of one-hal- a pound of seed

per hill, which is a conservative esti start you are likely to have quite
task to get rid of it.

mate, tho acre should produce 6,000
pounds of sunflower seed. At prevail More turkeys would mean more

spending money for many a farmer'sing prices, such a crop would be wonh

W. T. Beane, a man who has made a

remarkable success of the poultry busi-

ness in tho Southwest, advises foeding
Sunflower seed in scratch feed.

"In my opinion," says Mr. Beane,
"five pounds of sunflower seed to 150

pounds of ordinary scratch feed is the
proper proportion.

"During the moulting period the ef-

fect of sunflower seed can be height-
ened by the use of flax seed jelly. Boil
one pound of flax seed to a jelly and
mix it with 50 pounds of whatever sort
of mash is customary. Twice a week
is often enough to feed a flax seed
ration, however.

"A handful of sulphur in the mash
for 100 hens, fed on a dry day, hastens
the moult, too, for the sulphur makes
feathers grow rapidly. Do not feed
sulphur on a damp day, however, else
the fowls are apt to catch cold. Sul-

phur in tho mash once a week is suffi-
cient.

"Another good thing to give during
the moulting season, or in any season,
is a dash of cpsom salts. Twenty grains
of epsom salts to each hen, fed in the
mash every two weeks, stirs up the
ben and koeps her bright and busy.

It takes the average breed of chick-

ens about 100 days to pass- - through
the moult, but the period can be notice-
ably shortened and the fowls brought
through in bettor shape if sunflower
seed be used judiciously.

In the open market Bunflower seed
retails for 10 cents per pound almost
anywhere in the Western states, but
nearly every poultryman could produce
bis own supply of it in ease he ehoscs
to do so.

Sunflower will spring up almost any
where that the seeds happen to fall,

$30C.

In Southern California, Texas or Ari
7.nnn. it would bo an easy matter to

READ EVERY WORD!!
grow three crops of sunflower each year
upon an ordinary piece of land, and

some sort of a crop of pumpkins could

be taken from the ground at the same

time.
Also, in view of the fuel valuo of

the stalks and tho fact that they used

to be extensively used for firewood in

many parts of Kansas and other states,
the standing stalks ought to cut quite
a figure at defraying fuel bills, espe-

cially inarts of the Southwest where

stovewood is worth about $14 a cord.

It is not indulging in guess work to

estimate that an acre of ground could

tie made to produce $100 worth of sun-

flower seed annually, and at the same

time grow enough "punk" and pump-

kins to defray the expense of working

the land.

Mr. Rancher!

Mr. Merchant!

Mr. Cattleman!

Mr. Hopgrower!

Mr. Fruitgrower!

Milk for Poultry
than when they are not otherwise pro

vided, and every fanner should allow

the hens a share of the skim-mil- and

butter milk.

Do yon protect the amount of Dollars on your Bank
Checks against the CHECK RAISER?

Do you know that American Bank records show losses
through bad check men of $500,000 in 1900, $5,000,000 1906,
$15,000,000 in 1911 and the awful total of $23,000,000 in 1913?

WHO! will be called on to stand this enormous yearly
lossf The Farmer! Yes, because most city business men now
use Check Protection. WHY do you, at a yearly expense,
protect your farm buildings, crops and stock against loss by
fire, storm and disease, YET! neglect to protect the total
cash receipts of all your hard work, your Bank account.
RIGHT NOW buy "this $10.00 New Era Machine, it will
stamp in Red Indelible Ink the exact amount of your check
in Dollars, show it to your Banker, use it 30 days, then if
not satisfied your money will be returned without question.

Sign and Mail This Order.

WATCHDOGS FOR POULTRY.

f Jl S a farm watchdog we like a

g good Airedale terrier best,"
says Dr. Prince T. Woods of the

"American Poultry Journal." "In our

experience Airedales are apt to prove

a 'one-ma- dog' and know only one
master. In a watchdog that is a mighty

fine trait. They have wonderful endur-

ance and courage, are fine killers of

rats, skunks and other troublesome

posts, and they can bo taught to let the
poultry alone. The Airedale can be

taught the bounds of your farm and to

stay within bounds, and he is not likely
to permit strangers to handle or move

anything on the place. Wo have found

them gentle with children, very intelli-

gent and obedient, but supplied with

abnndant watchdog qualities, and apt
to be a bit savage with trespassers,

though seldom noticing any one outside

of farm bounds.
"Tho collie can be trained to round

un the birds and make themselves een- -

ILK cannot take the place of meat,
as it is not sufficiently concen-

trated, hence the hens could not

drink enough of it to supply their
wants. If a gill of linseed meal is

added to a pint of milk, and tho milk

then nsed for mixing ground grain, it
will largely assist in providing a com-

plete food. Milk should be given in

vessels which will prevent filth from

getting into it, and vessels cleaned

daily.

Wheat is a standard food for pou-

ltry, and farmers have oontcntcd them-

selves that grain iB sufficient, but it
has boen demonstrated that when fresh
milk has been given to chicks intended
to be sold as "fries" the gain, when
milk is added to tho grain ration, is

nearly twice as much as when grain
lone is used. If milk can be conven-

iently given to laying hens, larger
profits will be derived by thus utiliz-
ing the waste products than by feed-

ing it to the pigs, as skim-mil- and

buttermilk contain nearly all the ele-

ments of food, the eggs aro more easily

produced by hens fed upon such food

COMMERCE-UTILIT- CORPORATION,
Panama Building,

Portland, Oregon.
Ship me one Robert H. Ingersoll New Era guaranteed Check Pro-

tector C. O, D. $10.00 by Parcels Post, prepaid.

. Name.

Address.

erally useful, but our chief objection

to them is their very affectionate dis- -


