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Profits from Better Roads

BEMmIIERE are hundreds snd hun

dreds of automobilists in British

Columbia, in Tacoma and in
Beattle, who would make trips to Port-
land every wyear if the ronds could be
covered in comfort,”* suid A. 8. Benson,
of Portlund, who has just returned from
8 trip to Vaneouver and Victoria.

I wo had the ronds wo wouldn 't
kave to make any effort at all to se
eure a great strom of tonrists, who
would come to Portland to see the muny
points of interest whieh lie thickly
about the city, but whieh are now al-
most innccessible. And this would be a
golden stream, too, for it is the tourists
who spend the money. 1 was gone but
16 days and was economieal hegides,
¥ou 1 spent §550. Multiply that by the
number of tourists who would come
bero if they ecould, and you will get
some iden of what good roads would
mean to thi€ eommunity,

“It's mighty impressive to see the
way the people in British Columbin are
going after the tourists. And I waut
to say they are gotting them, too
Here's an example: From Vietoria to
Stratheona Park the government is com-
pleting & paved road which will enable
motorists to travel wilh easc to Camp
bell River and all around the lske,
which is the beanty spot of the park.
This Inke is & mile wide and £6 miles
long. On every side snow-eapped peaks
rise np from the very edge of the wa
ter, yet & rond is being pushed all the
wuy around its border. When thia is
eompleted all that the people will have
to say is: ‘Here is n seenie spot which
15 not only ensy of aecess, but surpasses
anything in Switzerland,” and the tour-
ists will flock there to see the park
aud leave their money among the resi
dentz of the eountry,

T drove on high gear all the way
out of Seattle to a point 4,000 feet in

elevation in Rainier National Park,
whero the ehildren coulll got out of the
machine and break chuuks of lee off a
live glacier. On Moust Hood, 1 under-
stund, there is a live glaeier at an eleva
tion of 3,000 feet, ove of the lowest
in the world.

““Along this rond to Rainier Park
hig automohile ‘busses fly every few
minutee. The passenger ‘busses hold
sbhout &5 people nnd dre always full,
Freight "busses give the farmers of
the community casy aecess to the mnr-
kets, There are little inng seattered all
along the route, and, although none of
them serve liquor, all are making a lot
of money.

“The peopla np north informed me
that of the SH00.000,000 spent esch year
by tourists they are getting their share,
while down lere wo are lezsing ours,
simply because we dou't have good
roads,

“*As to our route, we went from here
to Vancouver, Washington, and from
thers to Taeama, via Kalama, Kaelso,
Cheballs, Tenino and Olympia. The road
is fearfully bad from Viancouver to
Kelso, and also around Toledo; but eon-
siderable grading is going on near Kolso
and Olympia, all of whickh' will be fin
ished this fall,

“* After one gets to Bealtle, however,
it is easy pgoing. A pueo of 25 miled
an hour ean be maintained all the way
to Vancouver, B. (. Wo went by way
of Bothell, Everett, Bellingham, Blaine
aud New Westminster. From Vaneou-
ver we shipped to Vietorid, There is a
paved road 26 feet wide all thy way
from New Westminster to Vancouver.
I think that by next summer the road
ty Seattle will be by way of Goble, ns
a new ferry is to be installed there, "'

With Mr. Henson on his trip were his

wife, four children and & nurse.

Good Roads as Crop Producers

HAT an improved road will inerease
T vastly the produetiveness of the aren

through which it runs lias now been
satisfactorily demonsteated by studies
contucted by the United States Dopart
ment of Agriculture in Virginin. Condi
tions in Spotzvlvania conuoty wern in
vostignted with particular enre, and the
results have proved surprising, In 1908
the county voted $100,000 to improve
40 miles of roads, Two vears after the
completion of this work the railroad
took away im 12 months from Fred-
ericksburg, the eowmty seat, 71,000 tons
of agricultural and forest produsts
hanled over the highways to that towm
Before the improvement of the roads
this total wis only 40,000 tons anually;
in other words, the quantity of the
vounty’s produce had risen more than
45 per cont, Still more interesting,
howeyer, is the increase shown in the
quantity of the dairy products. In 1608
these amonnted to 114,815 pounds, in
1011 to 273,028 pounds, an inerease of
practically 140 per eent in two year.
In the same fime shipments of wheat
hiad inereased 59 per cent, tobaceo 31
per ecent and lumber and other forest
produets 48 per eent.

In dddition to this inereass in quan-
tity the copt of hanling each ton of
produee wus materindly reducad. In
othier words, the farmers not only pro
duee more, but produse more eheaply,
for the cost of transportation to maur-
ket is of eourse nn important faetor in
the cost of production, From this point
of view, it 5 estimated that the $100,
000 spent in improving the roads in
Spotsylvania county saved the furmers
of that county $41.000 o yoar.

In the past two venrs the traffio
studies of the federul experts show that
approximately an avernge of 65,000 tons
of outgding products were houled over
the improved roads in the county an
average distance of 8 miles, or a total
of 5200000 “‘ton-miles.'! Before the
roads were improved it was estimated
that the average cost of hauling was
20 cents w ‘‘ton-mile’’; after the im.
provement this fell to 12 cents a *‘ton
mile,'" or a saving of 8 conts, A sav-
ing of 8 cents per mile on 520,000 ** ton-
miles'' s $41,000 & vear. The county’s
investment of 100,000 in other words
returns a dividend of 40 per cent an-
nually.

Bocanss this saving, in easos of this
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character, does not take the form of
cash put direetly into. the farmer's
poeket there is a widespread tendeney
to helieve that it is fictitious profit,
whilo 85 & matter of faet it is just as
real a source of profit as an inerense
In the price of wheat,

In Dinwiddie connty, Va, for ex
ample, where peanuts are one of the
staple erops, the average load for two
mulgs on o main road was about 1,000
pounds before the road was improved.
After its improvenient the average load
was found to be 2,000 pounds, and the
time oconsnmed in hanling the Inrger
load to market was much reduced. In
other words, one man with a wagon
and twn mules, eomld do mors than
twieo ns mueh work with the impraved
rond than with an unimproved rond.
This iz the explanation of the extraor:
dinary rise in the total ontput of agri
eultural products in & county with a
gond rosd system.

HIDES FOR AUTOS.
S AN indication of the tremendons
A size of the automobile industry,
it is interesting to nofe that in
one year approximately 1,000,000 hides
are used for upholstering purposes, The
ordinary rondster body requires a little
mare than two complete hides, and the
touring body about threo hides, The
average of noenr, thereforo, is two and
one-half hides, From the time the hide
is stripped from the animal, it requires
from fen weeks to six months eomplete
13 to prepare it for nse, the time vary-
ing with the quality of the leather
Eaeli hide is split into four grades,
which are known as hand boffs, mn
chine buffs, deep buffs and splits. The
hand buffs are the hest and are the
part nenrest the hair. This is the qual-
ity that is most used in the best motor
ear factories,

——,

Texns oxpeets to havo a big honey
erop this season,

War and Business

life are two vastly different things—
but they are alike in this—proper pre.
paration is NECESSARY to suceess in
vither.
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