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Pasture For Hogs
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This is the first of a series of
nrticles dealing with erops and
systems of ecropping for pork
production, prepared by Mr.
Byvon Hunter, who is now state
leader in charge of farm-man-
sgement-field studies nnd dem-
onstentions in the State of
Washington, and employed co-
operatively by the United
States Department of Agricul-
ture and the State College of
Washington.

PPP08999P0PPOSIOPCS
o FPeBIBPEERED®

PPP5600223929000009

HIB bulletin deals speeifically with
arops and systems of eropping that
may be used in eeonomical pork
production in the Paeific Northwest.
Beattered here and there throughout
the Northwest are men who are suc-
ocesafully producing pork. They have
boen visited, and their methods, crops
and foeding syvstems have been studied.
This bulletin makes the practices of
these suceessful men available to all
Owing to the rapid growth in popu-
lation of this section during the last de-
eade, the demand for pork lhas in-
eroased faster than the supply, and
there ia little reason why hog raising
should not beeome s more important
industry in the Pacific Northwest, Al
thangh there have heen some outbronks
of hog cholera, the Northwest has hoon
remarkably froe from this disease. The
larger citiea have well-equipped pack-
ing bouses, and modern umion stock-
yards are in operation at Portlund, Ore.
gon. During recent yeara a large per
eentage of the hogs slaughtered in the
cities of Portland, Tacoma, Seattle snd
Bpokano have been shipped from enst
of the Roeky Mountains. In addition
to this, enormous quantities of East
ern hucon nnd lard ‘sre aupually econ
sumed by the Pacifie Coast cities,
Management of Pastures.
8iee economical pork production de-
per: 4 largely npon the eonsnmption of
a g :at deal of cheaply grown feed, the
pui rre should be so managed that the
forr '+ produced will bo eleun, tonder
and paistable, Ta practics, hog pas-
tures are generally managed in one of
throe ways: (1) Contiovous close grav-
ing, (2) alternate pasturiag of equal
arcay, and (3) posturin’ the meadow.
The method in most common use is to
turn in all the logs the poasturs will
support, leuving them in the field dur
ing the entire sesson. Usually the pas-
ture is kept elosely grazed. Too often
it is overgrazed, the prants being erap-
ped so elosely that the stand s soon
auined. The pasture thun beeomes little
‘bettpr than & dry lot, and the hogs
make unsatisfactory gaine. When the
foed in the pasture becomes souroe,
gither the numbar of hogs per acre
should be reduced or other furage pro-
vided.
Alternate Pasturing of BEqual Areas.
One of the most satisfactory wavs of
managiog & pssture is to divide it into
two or more fields of equal area. These
fialds are then used alternately, the
hogs romaining in each about a weelk
o1 10 days. In the case of clover nnd
alfalfa the growth is allowed to be-
come 3 *o 4 inches high be* re the hogs
ara turned in to eat it off quickly.
When the pasture eonsists of such
erops o8 Tape, kale and vetch, which
will not stand close grazing, the growth
is permitted to reach = height of 8
or 10 inches Lefore tho hogs are turned
in,

Changing the hoge from field to fisid
gives the pasturs a period o rost, dur-
ing which the plants recuperate and
gr w rapidly. When the stock is re-
turned to the field the forage is elean,
tonder and palatable and Jargoe quan-
tivies are consumed, Owing to the rapid
growth made while at rest, a pasture
that is subdivided and the areas grazed
alternately is capable of carrying a
much larger number ol hoga por acre,
other conditions being equal, than one
that is continuously pastured.

Hogs usually graze a pasture some-
what unevenly, some arens Leing cuten
off much moze closely than others. To
koep down ilie weeds and make the
growth come on evenly, the pasture is
elipped with 8 mower immetately aftor
the hogs are removed. Hogs are in-
elingd 10 root when the surfaeo of the
xound is wel er damp. For Lhia rea-

son the pasture, if under irrigation, is
irrigated just after the logs are
chunged from ome pasture lot to the
next. This gives the surface of the
ground time to dry before the forage
is large enough to be grazed,
Pasturing the Meadow.

Many successful hog raisers prefer
to use such crops as clover and alfalfa
for both pasture and bay at the same
time. 'Lhe number of hogs turned into
the field .8 to limited that the usual
erops of hay are made. The chief ad-
vaniages of this mothed are (1) the
prasence of an abundance of feed, (8)
the meadow is not grased elesely encugh
for the stand to be lsjured, (3) it is
not necessary to subdivide the pasture
into smaller areas for slternate pas-
turing, and (4) the changing of the
hogs from one inclosure to amother iz
obviated,

When the number of animala pas-
tured is so limited that the usual hay
orops are made, the growth becomes
80 coarse and woody that they do not
consume oy much forage as is desirsble
for economical gaina, as the bhogs relish
the young shoots best, When the forage
becomes too lurge to furnish desirable
food, an area near the watering place is
elipped with a mower. This should be
largo enough to furnish the desired
amonnt of pasture. In a few days the
¢lipped area produces a vigorous growth
of new shoots, npon whieh the hogs feed
without materially disturbing the rest
of the mendow, 1f the area first mowed
is not sufficient to furnish the required
foed, more of the meadow is elipped,
as npoessity may demand. To prevent
the stand of these elipped areas from
becoming injured by overgrazing, dif-
ferent portions of the meadow are used
in this way from year to year.

Grain Ration Whils on Pasture.

While the cost of producing pork may
be roduead materially by the use of
wuch roughage as alfulfa hay, roots, or
green-pasture forage, it is desirable to
feed grain or other concentratod feed
in addition. Muaturs, dry brood sows
are somctimes maintaingd in.an ap
parently satisfactory eondition on good
pasture alone. Young growing bogs, ou
the other hand, usually become ungain-
Iy in shape, big bellied and thin in
flesh or stunted when compelled to sub:
sist om poastture alone,

Hog growers differ quite widely re-
garding the quantity of gruin that
should be fed while on pasture. Some
feed a full grain rakion, i, ¢, all e
grain the hog will eonsume, Others
feed a medinm ration, one thut is equal
to wbout 2 to 3 per cant of the live
woight of the hog. Still others prefer
a light grain ration, one that is equal
‘o enly about 1 per cent of the live
weight of the bhog. Ocensionally men
are found who run yevmg shotes on pas.
ture without other feed This is a mis-
take, for it almost invarinbly results in
n stunted hog. No fixed nnd fast rule
can be Inid down, for the supplemental
grain ration which should be fed in
donjunetion with green pasture depends
upon a number af factars, the more im-
portant of which are (1) the age at
whicl the hogs are to be marketed, (2)
the prics of grain, and (3) the plemti-
fulness and quality of the pmsture.
Rations for Hogs of Various Conditions

and Market Ages.

If hogs are to bo marketod when 7
to § months old, it is mecessury to
foud them about all the grain they will
conkume, in addition to the pasture, in
order to make them reach the weight
demanded by the market, 170 to 225
pounds, Hogs that are murketed when
10 to 12 months old are usually main:
tnined on pasture alone during the gras.
ing season. If fed at all, the grain ra
tion is very light. This results in & slow
daily gain, but a grester percontage
of the growth is made from the cheaply
grown forage. The ndded cost of main
taining & bog until 10 to 12 months old,
however, usuully morg than equals the
suving of the grain ration,

Mature breeding stock that is not ex-
pected to make any gain in weight re
quires but little, if any, additional foed
when on good pasture. Hogs that are
thin in flesh and nearly grown may be
expected to maoke small daily guins
without other feed when on the lest
of pasture, Pigs snd small shotes usual-
Iy become stunted when on pasture un-
less given a liberal gquantity of addi-
tionul feed. Young hogs should be so

fod that they grow rapidly instead of

becoming stunted. During the fattening
period, hogs on pasture should be fed
ull the grain they will eat up eclean
thres times o day.

The Price of Graln.

Owing to the fluctuation in the priee
of hogs and of grain, the supplemental
grain ration is sometimes expensive
Under such eircumstances there is great
temptation to place the hoge upon an
exelusive pasture ration. This seldom
pays, for it usually takas approximate.
ly as mueh eoncentrated foed in the
end, and mueh more time, to fit for
market hogs which have bsen on an
exclusive pasture dist as is required
for hogs Ted liberally while on pasture.
Under extreme eircumstinces mature
breoding stock or hogs which are near-
ly grown may be carried on good pas-
ture until cheaper concenbruted feed
can be obtained.

Quality and Abundance of Pasture.

The eomposition of pasture forage is
quite variable. Alfalfs, elover, veteh,
peas, ete, furnish feed that is much
rieher in protein than most other erops.
Generally, therefore, hogs which are
feeding upon leguminons pasture raquire
slightly less concentrated feed than
when grazing upon no-leguminons pas-
tture, such as timothy, orchard grass,
blue grass or the ceresls,

It frequently happens that a farmer
has more hogs than his pasture is eapa-
ble of supporting. When such is the
case the pasture will go much farther
if a full grain ration is fed. The more
grain & bog consumes the less he will
feed upon the pastare,

In general, pigs and shotes should be
kept in o thrifty, growing condition at
ull timea. It mever pays to allow them
to cesss growing and become stunted.
Brood sown, likewise, must be kept in
good flesh (not fat) i large litters of
strong, healthy pigs are to be expested.

In gathering the material for this
bulletin it was quite gonerally observed,
on the one hand, that the men who
are enthusinstic pork producers feed a
liboral supplemental grain ration to
young, growing hogs when on pasture.
On the otheér hand, those who think
thera is little profit in raising hogs run
them wery largely on pasture without
other feed during the grazing season,

Hogging Off Crops.

Turning bogs into a standing field

! mature or nearly mature whent, bar.

to feed at will until the erop is eom-
sumed is called ‘‘hogging off’' er
““hogging down'' the crop, To some
this may appear to be & wasteful pras-
tice. Under good management, how-
ever, it is a very satisfactory and eco-
nomical method of utilizing limited
areas of these cropa.

Advantages in Hogging off Crops.

Some of the advantages in hogging
off erops are (1) the cost of harvest-
ing and marketing the erop ia saved,
B
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ter in the soil is increased, (4) the
pings of the animals are
quite ovenly, and (5) the hogs
exercise, It costs from 15 to
per bushel fo harvest and
in the greater part of the
of the Pasific Northwest,
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ing with the yield, the method of has
vesting and thrashing and the distanes
the wheat is hauled to market. In some
of the more arid wheat/ dis-

triets of both Oregon’ and Washimgtom
the yield of wheat is frequently as low
53 6 to & bushels per nere. The cost of
harvesting and marketing such erops
runs from 85 to 40 centa per bushel. The
gost of harvesting and marketing bar-

koting. In the case ol_w
erops this saving is consi

;ou of the crops that are suitable
for hogging off are utilized during the
busiest sesson of the year, i s, &t 8
t'uuwbmi:iinryduinb.hthnﬂ.
hogs require as little atiention ne pos-
sible. Jf turned into s mature fiald of
wheat, pears or corn and provided with
water, shade and salt, the hoge require
very little other attemtion.

Most of the arable lands of the Ps-
cific Northwest would be materislly
benofited by the sddition of more or-
ganic matter. Whan the crop is hogged
off, the straw, pea vinea or
n’tho case may be, mhﬂ.uth
ground. By cutting thin material ‘thw-
oughly in the fall of the year with &
sharp disk harrow and plowing it under,
the soil is enriched in vegetable matter.
This, in turn, greatly reduoces the ten
deney of the soil to wash.

In hogging off the erop, the drop-
pingn of the animals are quite

evenly over the field.

ley, peas or corn and allowing them

not satisfied your money will

READ EVERY WORD!!

Do you protect the amount of Dollars on your Bank
Checks against the CHECK RAISER?

Do you know that American Bank records show losses
through bad check men of $500,000 in 1900, $5,000,000 1906,
$15,000,000 in 1911 and the awful total of $23,000,000 in 18131

WHO! will be called on to stand this enormous yearly
loss? The Farmer! Yes, becawse most city business men now
use Check Protection, WHRY do you, at s yearly expense,
protect your farm buildings, crops and stock against loss by
fire, storm and disease, YET! neglect to protect the total
cash receipts of all your hard work, your Bank accoun
RIGHT NOW buy this $10.00 New Ira Machine, it will
stamp in Red Indelible Ink the exact amount of your check
in Dollars, show it to your Banker, use it 30 days,

Bign and Mail This Order.

account,

then if
be returned without question.

UCOMMERCE-UTILITY CORPORATION,
411-12-13-14-15 Panama Building,

Paortland, Oregon.
Ship me one Robert H. Ingersoll New Era guaranteed Cheek Pro-
tector C. O, D, $10.00 by Parcels Post, prepaid.

Name,

Address.




