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Automobiles and Good Roads

Showing How Cost of Operating a Motor Can May Be Lessened.

HERE is no question but that the
fear of high enst of operation keeps
many @ farmer from buying o

motor ear, says 1. C. Hateh in Sue-
cosaful Fuarming, Tales told by town
and city ear owners, who hire all work
done on the ear, oven to washing and
polishing, tend to digcournge farmers
The average farmer does nob consider
tbit becnuso of his familiarity with
machinery be is more competent to
haudle, care for and repair a motor ear
ihan the town and city man, who, very
likely, has no knowledgo of machin:
ery, thorefore must hire every little
job done. Ferhaps, too, the avernge
banker, mereliant and townsman is less
inelined to tacklo s job that will dirty
b honds than the furmer,

The present and only ear I have own-
¢d will soon have been five years in my
possession. Somehow, T feel that this
nearly five years of experience with a
car permits me to speak of motor cars
with expericnea. On the first day of
November, 1909, T paid §1,425 for a five
passenger, thirly horsepower car that
has given me upiform satisfactory ser-
vice since. DBeing an aversgo Kansas
farmer, I have no money to spend on
luxurios and nothing to pay out for
labor than ean as well be done on the
farm,

The Cost of Repairs.

With the car in my possession, T de:
termined fo learn it and to pay out
for its upkeep only what was neces:
sury, When o repair is necessary 1 send
ditect to the Kansas City branch for it
and make the replacement myeolf. Dor-
ing the four and ono-half years of
netual use of the car it has bean neces:
sary to put in two now reur uxle shafts,
o new drive pinion and en intermediste
gear wheel, as woll us the main trans
mission shaft bushings. All this re-
placement 1 have dono myself, at & eost
only of time necessary to do it. It
took mo lonmger, of course, to do this
work than an experienced garnge hand,
but it wna done during stormy times,
with little interference with the work
on the farm.

A new clutch was put in the second
yenr the car was in use, but this was &
oo mpany replacement, at half price, the
original elutch not proving what it
should be, and as the compuny scemed
disposed to do the fair thing, they put
an improved cluteh in at one-hulf price
rather than to have an unsatisfactory
piece of work on the rosd. On the same
basis, improved ond sdjustable push
rods were furnished, but I put these in
myself when I had the engine down ta
elean it of carbon. Last summer the
coil box gave trouble and it was neces-
sary to exchange this for a new one,
which the company did on a basis of
one-half tho cost of a new coil, with
tha old coil returned to them, This com-
pletos the lit of repuirs it has been
nocessary to buy during the four and
one-half sears the machine has been in
actunl use, and the enr 8 pow in per-
fuet trim rTor another semson's worlk.
Tires nnd subes are not included in the
list of repairs but are taken account
of in the runmng expense.

Do Not Mind the Mud.

Living some distunce from town, onr
enr I8 used at times when tho roads are
not in the best of condition. Going on
the theory that emrs ure made to be
ured, I do not stand back for a little
mud or for rough, rutty roads. The
machine *us bought for business as well
as for pleasure. Not laving a driving
tezm, it is used a8 a saver of horses—
to provent the use of -vork leams on
the roads. I often make the trip to
town, louded down with eas<) filled
with eggs, when the roads are such
that the intermediate gear must be
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used most of the way. The intermedi
ato gear is thera for use when the pull-
ing is too hard for high gear, and I do
not drive work horses to town just be-
causo the romls are too muddy {o per-
mit driving on ‘‘high'" most of the
way, I ean make ten to twelve miles
an hour on **intermediate’’ without
overheating the engine or otherwise
harming tho machine,

Becauso I travel over any and all
ronds, exeept when absolutely out of
the question to use a ecar, 1 do not
make the mileage from gascline that
those do who travel only when the
roads are good. A basis of ten miles to
a gallon, for year around use, I con-
sider conservative, When the romds are
gond I can make eighteen to twenty
wiles to the gallon, but it would not be
vight to figure that as the mileage be
causo it i3 possible to do that well at
times. Whon the sixty gallon tank is
filled, the mileage of the eur Is set
down saccording to the reading of the
specdometer, When the tank is emptied
the speedometer is again read and the
mileage per gallon is figured. As gaso.
lin evapdrates and wastes in other ways,
it is impossible to muke use of all you
pay for, but as yon pay for it, it is
only fair that the entire cost of guso
line be figtired, waste a8 well a3 what is
aetually used, Figured in this way, a
ton mile to the gallon estimate is not
far wrong, partienlarly if all sorls of
roads are negotiated.

Tires and Tubes.

Tires and tubes are now cheaper than
evor before, A 34 by 32 tire can now he
bought for around #18, with regular
3,500 mile guarantee. The second year
T owned the car a new tiro was honght,
which then eost me $28.50, This was
not the high point, however, as a fow
weoks Inter the price sonred to over $32,
o: practically double what it is now,
Crude rubber is now very low in price,
consequently tires and tubos are much
cheaper, as well as averaging belter,
wineo there is not the incentive to
adulterate or use second-hand rubber; as
thore is when the product is high. A
good quality of oil is likewiso cheaper
than it was three and four vears ago
Ona ean buy oil very cheap now, but it
is eheap oil, I find that a grade eost
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ing around 50 cents a gallon is really
gheaper, mileage and real lubrication
considered, tlan a poor oil that may be
bought as lo was 00 eents or less,

Can It Travel?

Tet ns figure what it will cost to
travel 100 miles with the average five
passenger car, wita the roads in aver
age condition, Ten gallons of gasolite
will cost $L40, Wear and tear on the
tites will aversge 2 eents & mile, or
#2 for the 100 miles, Ol and grezse to
muka the 100 miles will cost about 25
sents more, malking a total of £3.65 for
gasoline, tires, oil and grease to travel
the 100 miles, This takes no uceount
af repairs or wear and tear on the ma-
shine, 1f the machine iz well taken
eare of, however, and the few repairs
needed by the machine that 18 well
eared for are instdalled Dy the owner
imself, thus escaping the garage bill
that is often exorbitant, the cost of
runping 100 miles need not be more
than %3, or 5 cents n mile. On the
whols, for the farmer's ear, taken eare
of by the farmer himself, T think that
an estimnte of 3 cents a mile is not one
bit too high or too Jow. This means 1
cent per wile per passanger, a cheap
rate for transportation,

As Cheap as a Team.

One cannot do it for less with a driv.
ing team, considering (he high cost of
hay and grain the team will cat. This
is not all; with sccount taken of the
extra time saved by tho car, Lhe cost of
traveling by motor cor is lowered still
more, for a furmer's time is worth
money, and just when timo on the farm
is worth the most the car runs the best
and the roads are likely to be hest
Notice that 1 spenk of the nse of the
ear purely from a business standpoint,
ns a means of transportation of five
poassengers or their equivalent in weight

in & business way it surpasses A8 @
pleasuro vehicle, With the ear, trips
will be made that would not be under
taken with o team, such as going some
distance aeross country to visit rela

tives and friends or o town in the

evening to attend an  enterininment.
All this is possiblo regardless of the
horses or the work they must do, After
nearly five wears of experienee, I am
convineed that the medinm priced car,
of standard make, will **break up’’ no
farmer who has ihe ready money with
which to buy it, 'Tlhe cost of operation
is really less than 1 figured it would be
before buying the cur.

French Automobiles

THI-Z vear 1913 wans one of great pros-
perity for the French atuwomobile
trade. The production and home
demand inereased, while the foreign
trade reached record figures, The value
of the exports of pleasuro motor ears in
1913 was $11 978,850 as compared with
$30,070,879 in 1012, More notieeable
was the inerease in the foreign ship-
ments of Freneh motor enrs for indus-
trinl purposes, the value of the ship-
monts in 1813 being #1,014.753 against
$044,735 during the previoug year,
The use of forcign automobiles is be
ing more and more felt in the Freneh
market, especially as reguards the motor
¢ars made in BEngland and in the United
States, The imports of passenger motor
ears inercased from $2,451.050 in 1912
to #1,617,390 in 1013, No official sta
tisties nre availible which would indi
ceate tho countrios from which the auto
mobiles were shipped, but from infor
mation obtained from unofficial sources,
thero were G627 American motor cars
imported into France in 1913 against
264 enrs in 1012, The invasion of the
American motor ear hag eaused much
comment in the Freneh press and pre
dietions have been made that the total
imports of motor curs from the United
States will greatly increase during the
present Year,
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BOAD MIEEORS,

IE municipality of Bombay has de-
eided upon the plan of making nse
of rond mirrars at dangerous turns
or junctions of sireets or roads where
{here 18 considersble traffie, the idea
being that drivers will bo able to see
on approaching such junetions whother
otherwise blind strects are free from
traffic or not. Tho Bombay Times says,
concerning this plan of road mirrors:
COWhile this will he the first rond
mirror introduced in Indin it does not
{ake tho form of an oxperiment, as rond
wirrors exist in many towns in Eng-
land and they have fulfilled their ob-
joet with distinet suceess. But Bombay
i going further than England in that,
us far as is known, the mirror to be
provided at the corer of Gamdevi
Roud and Hughes Road will be the big-
gest rond mirror in the world, The
most common sized mirror employed at
home is 24 by I fecr and tho biggest
ane is & by 3 feet, while the mirsor to
be erected in Hombay will be 10 by 5
foot, The completion of tho mirror will
be awaited by motorists and others
with interest, for in many parts of
HBowbay there aro dungerous corners,
and if they ean be freed from their
danger by the provision of road mirrirs
u difficult problem will he overcome, '’

Hustling Noeded.

There i9 plenty of good dairy blood
in tho country, hut there are too few
dairymen who lhave the perseverance
and pluek to get out and find it
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Are you comlag o Portland) Why not
buy ous of my Hungalows sow ! T will sell
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