HOME, AND FARM MAGAZINE SECTION

Home and Farm Magazine Section Editorial Page

an Interchange of Views, Written by Men of Experience on Topics With

Suggestions From Onr Associate Editors, Allowing For
WAL d—Hints Along Lines of Progressive Farm Thought.

Which They Are Fully Acquainte

CHEER UP THE TRAVELING
MEN.

HE past turpe months of busi-

ness conditions have probably

tried the conrage and optimism
of the traveling men more than at
auy time sines the soup kitchen
period of 1895, There are many
reasons for this. First, the abnor-
mul money stringency. The gen-
_eral inclinalion of banks to curtail
loans or call them in, 'and a more
, pertinent  factor, the widespread
tendency taq buy from bhand to
mouth.
obtain, they also averaged small.

As one traveling man pot it,

““It's like trying to squeeze sap
. out of a brick to sell anything, '’

And it takes a lot of courage and
indomitable will power to keep out
and keep np during such times. We
feol assurad, also, that few of the
bosses, the firms whoas men are
out, realized how mueh *‘sand'’ it
took for them to face thess dull
timos and keep on. How bard a tax
it was on their courage and nor-
VOus energy.

No blue and disconraged sales-
man can sell goods, He positively
must keep eheerful and eourageons
or it's all off with him. And none
%now this better (han the boys
Ahemselves, But it was a cnae of
just had too, or get loft. A wood-
¢huek situation in fuet,

And the bosaes lhiave not always
been an eonsiderale as they might
be. Wea reeall mesting one travel-
ing man during the past winter in
the dining room of a popular hotel
atd whilo we both waited the sery-
ing of our orders, he was reading
o two-page lettor from his firm, a8
he soon divulged.

“‘Do you know,"' he said, with
a meatax look on his face and
folding the letter, alsp apparently
anxious to unburden himself wpon
gomo one, ““that 141 like to go into
our office nnd kick seventeon kinds
of stuffing out of our business
manager! Ils wus never on the
road a day. Has no moro concep:
tion of how hard it is to got busi
ness than a Wlind fool, ot wriles
mo n eall down thal has horns and
teoth in it.

“1'vg done fairly. Smnll orders,
of conrse, just patch up in my line,
genls® woolens, but what with in-
ventory time, bad weather and the
cussed lariff, they have been thin,
Yo doesn't think of these things,
hHowever. Doesn't think of any-
thing only to slam me if crders are
smoll, And I never worked hard-
er.!

““ Why not tell him so?'' we ven-
tored smilingly. **Tell the kid n
fow faets ho evidently hasu't
grasped. "’

t“And make an enemy of him,'’!
rejoined (he irate drummer. ““ No,
whit's the use, You eun't tell
such young nincompoops anything.
They know it all already. And in

| the position ho is he conld make
it unpleasant for me, 50 L've just
" got to grin and bear it."!

But such vexations are not all
tho boys have to endure during dull
poriods in business. They, one and
all know, when they are or are not
| pnying expeunses and somp over,
. And not one worth tha name of
traveling maa but what feels the
same and nob satisfied unless ho is

{ muking good. And so when they
strike such bard sledding a3 the
pust three months, yeos, nlmost a
yoar, it ia one tong hLard struggle
to koop up courage and act choer-

¢ ful when they cannot foel so.

DBut wo prediot tho end of this
dull apell is within aight. Stocks of
‘ gvery name and nature aro low,
Nobody has full shelves or stock
rooms, All are down to the lowest
" mark, And while we expect thal
{ in somo lines pompotition will be
. kden, wo gbill have faith in Ameri-

| aan brains and shrowduness and that
they will win in the trads battle

! gwe muat wage,

* 1t's time to cheer up the travel-

| dng men,
, Give them some big orders

While orders were hard to

A GREAT LETTER WRITER.

ETTER WRITING is an art that
L anyono ean learn.

Not all can beeome grest letter-
writers, but all ean make their
lettors clear and casily understood.

Before s letter is written an an-
alysis of tho subject should be pre-
pared. Almost any proposition you
attempt to prove has a number of
gub-divisions. Some are important,
some unimportant, A common fault
is emphasis on non-essentiuls, 1t is
worth while in thinking out a lotter
to choose the important or essential
phases, and run lightly over or
ignore the others.

As evidence on this point the fol-
lowing letter is given—one from
Abraham Lineoln to Genernl Me-
Clellan about the proper plan for
the movement of the Army of the
Potomas, It is short enough to
quote in full and clear enough to
show the advissbility of piling on
four or five essentials to the avoid-
ancoe of all other elements in the
case,

Abraham Tineoln was one of the
greatest masters of lettor writing
as well as speceh making that the
world has ever secen. A careful
study of his letters would ha as
good & text-book for any man of
an analytical turn of mind as the
best treatise whieh eould be writ-
ten, The letter is as follows:

Executive Mansion, Washington.
Fehruary 3, 1862,
Major-General MeClellan: .

My Dear Bir: You snd T have dis
tinet and different plana for a move-
ment of tha Army of (he Polomar—yours
to be duown the Chesapeake, np tho Rape
pahannock to Urbana, and across land
ta tha terminus of the railroad on the
York River: mins to move directly to a
point on the rallrosd southwest of
Blannesad.

It you will givn me xatinfactory an-
sweors Lo the following questions, T shall
gladly yield my plan to yours

First—Does not your plan involve »
greatly langer cxpenditure of time and
monny than minel

Beeand—Wherein ia a rictory more
eertain by vour plan than mina!

Third—Whoerein i3 s victory mors
walnable by yotur plan than mine!

Pongth—Tn fact, woull it not he leay
walvable in thist That it would hreak
no erosl ling of enamy's pommunications,
whae mine would!?

Fifth—In case of dieaster, wonld not
A retreat Le more difficnlt by your plan
than mine !

Youra trly,
ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
Major General MeCullan,
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GASOLINE VS. IOE CREAM.

TERE are approximately 1,000,

000 automohiles in use in Amer-

jen nlone. Tt is estimated that
they will avernge 5,000 miles per
year, making a total of 5,000,000,
000 miles traveled by motor ears in
America per year, which is equal to
going around the world approxi-
mately 200,000 times,

Piguring the average miles got-
ten out of a gallon of gagoline for
all sizes of cars at tem miles per
gallon, it will take 500,000,000
gallons of gayoling per year to run
the motor cara of America, which
on the basis of 20¢ per gullon means
£100,000,000, Amerien's gasoline bill
for motor cars in & year.

Those look like startling figures
until we consider what we spend
for other things; for example, our
jce cream hill alone in America i
said to bo 200,000,000 per year. It
will surprise some to note that our
gasoline bill for running all thess
motor cars 200,000 times around the
world is only onehulf of the ice
eronm bill, and yet they are both
Inrge figures,

Motor cars have come into such
general and practieal uge that this
fuel bill is being conaidered as quite
an item and there ia littla wonder
that so much intorest is shown in
the amount of pasoline the maolor
oar is consuming.

Tha motor car has already reach-
ed a stage of perfection where thore
are & great many of the well-regard.
od stapla cars, the repair and main-
tenance expenso of which has got-
ten to bo of so little conspquence
it is hardly worth considoring, so
that enpincers  hive naturally
turned {heir atlention to the sav-
ing of fuel as tho next job to be
tackled

THE WONDEE OF BADIUM.

ITH RADIUM selling at $180,-

000 & gram, and ono gram the

Iargest quantity for which an
orider ean be taken, it will not re-
quire many freight cars to fraos-
port the entire ontput of the plant
at Bellersville, Pa,, to the market;
yet it is interesting to know that
there is an establishment which is
engaged in giving to the world the
ingeratable substance that ecems
destined to play an ell-important
part in the materia medica of the
future,

A pound of radiom would be
worth $52,000,000, Dr, Kelley haa
estimated that there are now from
15 to 20 grams in the entire world.
A thousand tons of ors in the Pars-
dox valley (Col.) mines of the new
f‘Radium institute’’ yield peven
grams. Thoogh Lhe life of radium is
approximately 2,000 years, the enor-
mous number of victims of cancer
makes it imperative to inerease the
meager available supply, if there is
sny hope of using it on & large
genlo a8 a therajoutic agent. Phila-
delphia 's death rate from this eause
is 87.2 per 100,000, as compared
with 111.2 for Boston and 1228 for
Albany, The average rate for the
whole country is 75 per 100,000, In
other words the deaths due to this
dread malady number about 47,000
a year.

With the organization of the §1,-
000,000 corporation by Mr. Du-
Pont, Pennsylvania is becoming the
eenter of the world's radium indus-
try. This important development is
in conformity with the tradition
which in the early days of our
country established Philadelphia's
pre-eminence in medical ncicocs,
maintained to the present day.

—
THE BIG MAN.

HE bigger the man—tho less he
tries to impress the general
public with his bigness.

We know the president of a large
manufaeturing coneern; some peo-
ple think he steps over five dollar
bills to pick up mnickels—beenusa
he ean be found now and then
tulking to some 860 a month clerk
in one of his varions dopartments.

But how much bigger tlis man
really is than the man who hides in
an offiee lubeled *“ President,'’ and
refuses to see any one. We mean
the man who surrounds himself with
a bunch of understudies that have
not the power to say ‘‘yes'' or
#ino,'* This is the man who is step-
ping over the 5 bills, He is not in
close enough touch with the differ.
ent things his company 's money is
spent for to get a full dollar's re-
turn for every dollar spent,

M -
A REAL INVENTOR.
'R traveling men of different
F:utionnlitiﬂn were exchanging
experiences down at n hotel the
other day. The talk drifted to the
great  contributions which have
been made of recent years to
gelenee. One man warmly praised
Marconi for his marvelons inven-
tion and another contended that
Edison bad no equal among living
men of seience, ''T east my vote for
tho late Wilbur Wright,'' declared
a third member of the party. ‘* What
do you say, Abe?'’ he queried, ad-
dressing a little man who hnd been
sitting silently in the corner during
the diseussion, **Well,"' said the
little man, ““the man who invented
interest was no sloueh, "’
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who wish to fully cover all seec-
tions of Oregon and Washing-
ton and a portion of Idaho will
apply to local publishers for
Tates, @
@ General advortisers may ad- &
» dress C. L, Burton, Advertising &
Manager, 411 Panama Buiiding, @
Portland, Orogon, for rates and &
information, &

The publishers will accept &
business from mno advertiser @
whose reliability can bo ques- @
tioned. @
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»|great pride,

Of Course.

OTHER,”’ said a littls boy, re
turning from Sunday school, ‘I
ean't understand tha text we

had to stody this morning: It is more
blossed to give than (o reecive.” What
does it mean?’’ y

““Mother would rather you thought
the matter out for yourself, dear. Think
ahont it awhile; then, if you ean't un-
derstand, eome fo me."’

Hslf an bour Iater mother inquired:

“‘Dlo you undersiand what ‘It is more
blessed to give than to roeeive’ means
now, dear?’’

{¢Yes, mother, T think so. The Bihle
must be spcaking of eastor oil.”’

- = 9
Fired on Suspieion.

A hosky young Trishman seeured his
first great freight handling coniraet
after serving some yesrs &s ano of the
“tpang

y at T o'¢lock that morning
he called 500 of the burly <“dock walbop-
ers’’ to order and shouted:

“‘Now, yer are ell to worruk for me,
and 1 want ivery one of yer to under
stand me right now that I kin lick any
man in the gang.”’

Four hundred snd winety-nine swsl
lowed the ehallenge, but one large gisnt
built warrior moved uneaaily, anl, step-
ping from the lme. be said: *“You
exn’t liek me, Mike Hennesey."’

“0h, T can't, ean'’t 11"’ yelled Hen-
nesaEy.
¢ No, you ean't,”” was the determined
angwer.

¢ Well, then, go to the office an” get
your money,”’ said Hemnessy. I'll have
no man in mo gang that I ean't liak.*

" 8 @

The Embittered baitar.

Your aristoeratie Ameriean million-
aire will often make o mesaffianee snd
marry a chorms gizl or a parlor mald.
DBut I notice that rour sristoerntin
Ameriean millionsiress, elways kaeping
her head, makes s good matzh.™

The speaker was Mme. Mantessori, the
Ttalian edneator, Bbe eanfimed:

*‘On my way hither on the boat thers
was o beautifol Americxn heiress, to
whom & young magazine writer from
the West paid assiduous eourt.  But he,
on account of the low rutes of tha maga-
zines, was 08 poor as a ehoreh mouse,
and so the heiress would rot eomsider
him seriously.

¢ A5 they leaned gide by side ower the
ruil one afterncon the hetress, looking
ont over the rolling blue waters, sighed
and said:

0 T love the sea.'

“The impoverished and embitiersd
mugazine writer relorted, with & sneers

# ] don't ses why. It hasn™ got
any moncy."’

. = @
Bhe Conldn't Have Th

A small boy who was gifting next fo
a very baughty woman in a erowded ear
kept eniffing in a most annoying man.
ner. At last the lady could bear it no
lonper and turzed to the lad

“Tloy, have you got a kandkerchief "’
she demanded.

The small boy looked at her for a fow
seconds and then, in a dignified tane,
eame the answer:

““Yes, T have, but I don't lend i to
strangors, "’
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Hardly Enongh.

Applicant for Position—*'I kave here
a letter of recommendation from my
minister,

Head of Firm—* ‘That's verr good as
far as it goes, but we won't meed your
gorviees on Sundayn, Have yoo any
references from aoybody wh knows
vou the other gix days of the week(™’
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Not Tambhle

A member of the Pacific Union Club
San Praneisco, owns & handsome place

#|up in Marine county in which he tukes

A fow days agn he was
bonsting that ke made $6000 off it lask
year,
**Did you include the earnings of the
farm when yon made your income tax
roturn?’’ asked on irrevercnt son of
Ioniein,

G did nok. Why shonld 19°!

Y Why, vou said you made $6000 from
it.!?

f60h, that wasn't acfually eash;

$5000 of it was personal gratification.'®




