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Agricultural Prosperity in Denmark

Being an Analysis of H. Rider Haggard's Great Agricultural
Work on ‘‘Rural Denmark and Its Lessons."

BY IRA A. KIDDER, LIBRARIAN,
Oregon Agriculture Collega,

MONG the recent books of interest
to farmers is Hagganl's “‘ Rural
Denmark and Its Lessons.”! It

ghows how, by a proper system of {arm.
ing and general eooperation, they have
trivmphed over the difficulties of soil
and climate and low prices, until from
a nation on the verge of ruin they have
beeame one of the most prosperous of
the agricultural nations, Their cooper-
ation iz of the most praclical kind,
and every advantage is taken of mar-
kot vonditions, In their ecooperative
dairies, the collection of the milk is
made by the dairy, that is, the individ-
ual farmer does not bring in his own
milk a8 in most of our cooperative dair-
g, Exceept for one day a week, in
many of the large dairies no butter is
made, the eream being exported to Ger-
many, where there is 8 duty on butter
but not on cream.
Starting Dairies,

I starting their dairies the necossary
eapitl is borrowed and guaranteed by
the loosl farmers in proportion to the
amount of milk to be supplied by each
of them. As the failure of a cooperat.
ive dniry factory is almost unheard of,
thig guaranty .8 not a source of anxioty
to the guarantor. The milk is tested
onee & week by oxperts, and if a farm-
or's millk is below the test o is warned,
and if the deficiency continnes he i
dropped, but this very rarely happens.
Many of the dairy farmers milk throe
times o day, as it is said the inerense
in quantity of milk obtained more than
compensates for the extra labor. The
farmers in a neighborbood hire cooper-
atively a highly educated, expert wom.
an, who vists them once a fortnight to
tost the milk for butter fat, and pre-
seribos the proper amount of food for
the cows, The milking on many dairy
farms is done by mnchines and the
““weripping’* by hand.

An Unusual School.

In Denmark they have & rather un-
usual kind of high chool, whish helps
to necount for the high percontage of
education in Denmark. This school i
nearly self supporting, that is, il re-
eeives very little governmoent aid, and
has some private capital, but its chief
support is the tuition of the students.
These are yourng men snd women of
from seventeen to twenty-five yvears of
age, who pay for the six months session
$75.00 tuition and fees. The school ia
in session for six months for the winter
torm, which is largely nttended, and
for three months in summer, which is
attended anually by a small number of
very young women. This term of six
months permits young people to work
half the year to pay for the schooling
the other half, There are no examina-
tions, and no degrees which open doors
to o carcer. They go to school for
learning, and for learning only, and
the surprising thing is that ten per
oent of the population go through these
high schools, It is no uncommon fhing
in Denmark to find a farm hand that
speaka French and German, and reads
English.  Another partial eause of the
figh state of education ‘n Denmark is
tho fact that books are sent out post-
age free from severnl of the large li-
biraries,

Denmark has also an intercating sys
tem of schools for farmers, especially
the small lnnd bolders. There is a
summer and o winter session of #ix
months ench. The pupils are admitted
without examinution, at any age above
eighteen years. 1t costs a little over
$11.00 a month. This covers instrue-
tion, board and washing. These achools
aro very popular, and attended often
by persons of advaneed nge.

Acquiring Small Farms,

The Dunish system of sequiring small
furms by tate aid is interesting, but
ia still in the experimental age. The
system is as follows: The farmers are
allowed to borrow of the state nine
tenths of the value of the small farm
to be purchased, the farmer being in
possession of the remaining one-tenih
before he makes appliestion for state
aid. He payd three pereent interest
for the first five years, Af'er that
he pays four per cent iatorest to the
state, At first three per cent of this
is interest and one per cent goes Lo the
liquidation of his dobt, but as the debt
decrsases the amouat paid for interest

decreases, and the amount for payment
increases so that the debt to the state
i8 liquidated in 98 years, One of the
arguments against the success of the
svstem a8 priacticed st present is that
the sale of land is not compulsory, and
the land owners eharge more than the
vilue of the land. The purchaser being
sager to secure u holding, and getting
tho money on sueh easy terms from the
state, purchases at this inflated price.
The second argument is that the state
received anly thres per cent inferest,
but eannot itself horrow at less than
three and a quarter to three and & half
per cent, and the loss comes out of the
taxpayers for the benefit of a single
class. It is generally felt that one-
tenth is too small a proportion for the
small holder to have in his possession
at the start, and does not give him suf-
ficient to stock his farm and stand the
stress of aceident.”
Cooperative Societies,

The Danish farmers buy and sell en-
tirely through cooperative societies
Without these they say it would be
impossible to get along successfully,

Denmark has n system of eredit
unions or banks, which are private co-
operabive inatitutions, and are not guar-
anteed, though carefully inspected, by
tho government, The interest paid on
loans is from three to four and a half
per cent, The sinking fund, as a rule,
is one per cent. These uniors or banks
are vory snccessful,

In closing his hook Mr, Haggard
shows that the ngricultural prosperity
of Denmark depends npon tnree things:
First, their having turned from grain
farming, for which their country is ill
fitted, to dairy and pig farming; sec.
ond, their almost universal system of
cooperation, toth in baying and selling;
and third, their system of small land
holdings, under which ninety per cent
of the farmers own their own farma,
Mr. Haggard is an FEnglish farmer,
farming 500 acres, 250 of which he
owns, 250 of whieh he rents. His com-
parisons thronghout the hook are with
English conditions, 1t would be exvecd
ingly interesting if wo could have such
n compartive study of Denmark and the
United Btates, However, this hook
brings to the American farmer many
most suggestive ideas coneerning really
productive agriculture, It is well worth
purghasing.

France han 20904 mutual benefit so
cioties with an aggregate membership of
5,040,735 and annual receipts of $18,-
000,000,

I SHALL BE WORTHY.

I may nol reac. the heights f scok;
My unbried sirength may fall me
Oc halfway up the mountsin prak
Fioren tomponts may ansall me;
But, though my goal I never see,
Thia thought stisl always dwsll with me—
I will be worthy of L

I may not triumph in sucossn
Doespite my earnest lubor:

I may not grasp resuits thal hiesd
T'ha efforts ol my neighbor;

Nut, though life's desrest joy T mins,
Thers lies o namolesn sirength in thig—
I will ba worthy of it

—FKlla Wheeler Wiloox.

GOLDEN EGOS.

[ wish I owned the falbled goone
Which luid sn ogg of gold,
A ahining nogged eve.y day,
To make hor master glad and gay,
For if T did I'n not turn looss
On ber my axman hold,
Tnstend T'd christon her **'Macduff""
And quote bher Mr, Shakespeara's stuff,

And when khe would "'lay on'' to praise
And pel hor | would sesk,

And 1 would gather every day

And Ulreasure up her goldon lay,

And at the end of each fonr days
(Or mayba svery week)

T'd trado hor product for ons freat—

Cap fresh Inid chioken egg to ont.

—HKansas City Slar.

Mr. Merchant!

Sinee “‘TIMES ARE HARD,"” now Is the time for you to
realize & profit on your old bundle of freight bills that you have
perhaps regarded as nothing more than waste paper,

Do you know that the freight nand express charges that vom
pay are many times in crror, duo to oversight on the part of the
elerk in assctsing proper charges, or to errors in classification,

weights, ete,, and that which
panies in excess of what actual

under their legally published tariff rates amounts to considerable

monny that you might count
business? It ia a faet that

emall, omptnf expert rate and traffic men to look after their trans.
!

portation affairs they lose ann

could be saved.

this nssocintion, our staff of

money c¢an produce, and we are saving merchants throughout the
country thousands of dollars yearly in overcharges found on ex-
pense billa which were erroneonsly charged by the railronds and
gxpress companies, A membership in this association entitles you
to these savings, together with such further services as quota-
tion of rates, routing of freight to receive lowest rates, collection
of loss and damage claims, Inter-State Commerce Complaints, and

many other services beneficial

Tho cost of membership is onl
servica; the second year's service does not cost you anything in
cash, as we take $7.50 to cover the second year's service from

the overcharges found in the

guarantee to vefund to wou under our contraat mors than the
amount of cash that you originally pay for the membership,

Let us have your application today.

OUR BUSINESS 18 TO SBAVE THIS MONEY
FOR YOU FROM YOUR OLD FREIGHT BILLS,

We can groutly benefit you and your business as a member of

you puy to the transportation eom-
i_\' helongs to them for their services

as profite in the conduct of your
unless business enncerns, however

ually & lefze amount of money that

traffic experts are the best that

to merchanta.
$10.00 for the first venr's

exponsa bills only, and we furthor

THE THRANS-CONTINENTAL TRAFFI0 ASSOCUIATION,
411415 Panama Builling, Portland, Oregom.
#

Gentlemon:

I hereby apply for membership la the above named Association to reeelve

all of the benefita under your general

with chock for $10.00 to cover membershlp e,

Baseassnians senaniatsassenarusaanasnsennnassisisss NamA

Wewessusnsenssnenassnavessanesnsanyys -AddrE

membership contract, and I enclose here

WeTeach You To Play

Any Instrument Easdy—Quickly

Lot us put the joy

Portland,

Flora MeOurdy wevesnsarnrvnny Director
Frau Emmerich; Bigo

TUDY AT HOME

Mistakes are impossible—the young:
est child can learn—Prices are low.

home. Write today—now—to

American School of Musig

Fifth Floor Commonwealth Bldg,

A Perfect Time Boater Fursished Free
BTAFRP

of musie in your

Oregon. 1

F. B MeCnrdy. oouvvnvininsss Manager
or A, Vieeitl; Mons. Basin,
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Another sawed 40 cords in 9 houns,
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With or Without Buzz Saw Attachment
Will saw 20 to 40 cords of wood per day at a cost of
PULLS ITSELF up the steepet HILL and
Costs Jess than other makes,
sawed 56 ricks in 10 hours,

more you ought to know. Write for FREE cat-

D8" DRAG SAW |}

A
B

There's

- . L
Reterson Machinery Co.

ILE AN ALl PORTLANI 0Kl

LN L

Phons Maln 3TH

ACCIDENT

PLETH
BINATION

0

*One Policy

ONTRACT 341

Clip thls
o

Name!
Addresst
Oocupationt

HOME OFFICE—SEATTLE, U. 8. A.

Coupon and mall to the Heme
ece for full informstion—Ne
ebligation fmourred

tassscsssnansssdreslisal o bdisbdiiaana e
cosranaure re T el RA RN e E ey

R

ansananran bt narad NI RR N mAd b Ra e
Age nonreat DIrthday...osevivnns
L Insurance Suggested:

srssiNsaBERBIRInS




