HOME AND FARM MAGAZINE SECTION

Professor Lovett tells Housewives How to Control Insects

Assistant Professor of 0. A. C. Gives Advice on Handling of Vital Problem in the Home,

INCE earliest history certain in-

seets have been  recognived as

pests of the housebold, either be-
cnnse of what they actually destroyed
or dne to the irritation and aunnoyunce
caused by wheir presence

Until comparatively reeent years, the
house fly was considered n nocessary
nuisanee because of its mctivities ns x
seavenrer. It 18 now known to earry
tvphoid  fever, tuberculosis, eholera,
dysentery and probably several other
dizcmses as seripus,

The careful screoning of doors and
windows and the use of fly traps and
stivky fly paper will remain important
menns of contral. A 2 per ¢ent formal-
dehyide solution iz nseful in destroying
flies. A 40 per cent solution of formal-
dehyde may be ohtained at any drug
store.  Place the dilute solution in flat
dishes about the rooms where flies oe-
eur. Cover all food in the evening,
lonving the formaldebyde exposed. If
milk or a little honey and vinegar are
used instead of water to dilute the for-
maldehyde the solution is even more
effective.

Ridding House of Flss.

To rid the bouse of flies, darken theo
rodmsa, leaving a single window or door
gpen. Tlhen hurn cones of pyrethrum in
the rooms The powdered pyrethmm
may be moistened, mounlded into cones
about the size of & choecolate drop and
dricd in the oven with s slow heat. To
use the cone, place it in & plate or on &
bit of erockory and light the spex, A
single cone to the room is usuully suffi-
ciont,

About 20 or 30 drops of earbolic aeid
placed on 8 heated shovel or similar im-
plement will volotalize and kill all the
{lies in un ordinary room,

The contents of open outhouses and
gimilyr hreeding places, whero not con-
veniently sereencd, should be treated
weekly with chloride of lime.

To rid a community of flies, which
is, after all, the morn practical method,
raquires community aetion for the aboli-
tion of hreeding places. This is 4
measure well worthy of the attention
of eivie Jeagues and munisipal authori
tics. The bouse fly 18 truly . menace
to henlth. It may be eontrollod with
but little labor or expense where every
#itizen in 8 community co-operates Lo
this end.

Fleas

Upon refurning to a house which has
been vaeated for tha pummer, one snme-
tinies finda it oversun with floan, (g,
1.5 Outhnildings and yards nntor ear-
tain conditions may buve & siilar in-
festation.
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Fleaw are different to contzol and one
must make their eradicatioa n business
for a time, in order to sucenssvuliy 1id
the premises of this irritaling pest,

House peta shotld be examinel and if
infusted, wash thoreaghly with carbolic
goap, repeating the balh st lesst cvery
wook for o time, Wash the floors and
walls with & strong soap sadd, then spray
or wash with gasoline. Substitute rugs
for carpete; take these up frequentiy,
ghnke and air well,

Whero the pest does not yield to the
abave treatments, the hydroeyanie neul
gas fumigation shauld ge given Be
cause of the deadly nature of these
fumes, the work shuuld be noder the di-
rection of an expuit in the wio of the
goe,

Mosquitoes,

Orefron is remarkably free from mos.
guito plagues. In limited aread at cer-
tain periods of the year, however, this
obnoxious little offender with its plgin-
tive song and irritating bite may be-
eome a nuisancd.

Mosquitoas breed in bodies of stagnant
water and the little active wrigglers so
eommon in watering troughs and stor
age tanks are mosquitoes in the making.

Where storage tanks of any sort are
mecessary, they should be earefully
pereoncd, Tin canms, bottles and puns

sbout the yard in which water might
collect should be removed. The clogged
roof gutter, the olid disused well or the
sewer catch on the corner should re
recive attention, All stagnant pools or
low moist places should be drained or
filled in.

Fish may sometimes be introduced
into fishless pools or open cisterns. Top
minnows, sunfish or stickle backs are

very good. Goidfish feed voraciously
on mosguito larvae,
The Use of OiL

Where the abolition of the breeding
place is not possible and the introduoc-
tion of fish is not feasible, very often

In particularly obstinate eases hydro
eyanie aecid gas fumigation, (See Fleay)
should bo given,

Bedbugs.

Dedbugs, like cockr aches, may ceea-
gionally gain entrance ‘o onr housek i
In these times of muen teavel and o
quent trausient visitors, gue nead feol
it mo disgrace to find bedbngs in the
louse; Lut, as some one has remarked,
‘e should feel disgraced to  retaia
them long in our midst."’

A thorough overhauling of the furni:
ture wud rooms should be made, The
wondwork must have spesial attention.

Every cruek and ereviee should be freat-

Cone

‘Outer Paper

Banana Rzlel Bait.

The Graham Trap for Cockroaches.

oil may be usoed to an advantage. This
in applied to the water as a thin surface
film. A low grade of kerosene is bost,
The hesvier oils, such as ceude oil, dre
wortliless, Uecanse they woolleet in
biotehes on the surface and do not form
a thin even coating. One ounce of oil
is sufficient for 15 square feet of sur
face, It in best applicd as a gpray. One
applieation is usnally good for two
wieka or more, but should be renewed
whonever the film of oil fails to cover
the surface of the water,

Protective liquids for repelling the
mosynitoes, consisting of spirits of can-
phar, oil of pennyroyal, ail of pepper
mint, ete,, are recommended. A fow
drops on a bath towel sospended over
the pillow or rubbed on the Tace and
hands, is supposed to repel the mos
quitoes. A mixture recommendad liglily
is composed of:

Esgential oil of oranges ... 50 grains

Camphorated nleohol - A0 grnins

0il of cedar .- PRPReRTRer i 1y L v L
Remedies for Mosquito Bites.

Moist toilat soap rubbed over the
puneture; ammonia, or aleohol (applied
externnlly) are said o relieve the iiri-
fation,

Cockroaches.

Cockroachos are another of the dis-
gusting pests whieh sometimes gain en
trance: and if oneo thoroughly estab-
lished, they are difficnlt to eradicate.

A thorough house eleaning is of first
importance; all cracks und erevices
shonld be treated with gasolive and then
fillod with putty or similnr material.

Poigons, such as sweet chocolare and
powdered borax or phosphorus paste,
may be scattered about the mnways of
the ronehes,

A simple trap known as the Gralam
grap is deseribed by Professor Wash-
burn. The trap eonsists of a flat-hot
tomed flask of tho type in the nesom
panying figure.( Fig, 2) A puper eove
is Titted into the mouth of the flask and
held in place with vaseline smeured
around the inside of the neck. A smaller
cona is fitted into the lurger snd in
glued to the wull of the larger come.
The smaller opening of the two eoncs
i6 the same, abous {lrse eighte ineh in
diameter. Tho most tempt'ng hait scems
to be banana peelings, Thi enge should
be placad near the runy of the roaches,
profersbly in a situntion whera thorg ds
littlo light and nouse.

od with corrosive sublimate or gasoline
Gasoline is probably the better to
handle, A small spray pump may be
used and the bedding, walls and flogrs
givon a thorough soaking. Repeat the
trentment in nine days, For aggravatod
enses, hydroeyanic acid gas fumigation
(Seo Fleas) should be given,
Ants,

Ants sometimes become troublesono
about the house. Heveral speoies of
ants will assume this babit, erawling
into and over foods sud food products,

With forms which have their eoionics
outside, one may {reat them with edarbon
bisulfide and wipe ont the entire colony,
With a sharp stick puneh holes in the
soil, over and about the hill, Treat
anch hole with a tablespoonful of the
liquid.

Two poisons are used inside the house
to attract the ants, Both heve the ad-
vantage of not killing instantly. The
nnts carry the poison to the colony and
foed the developing brood on it Sub
gequently the colony is killed out.

Niy 1:

Tartar Emoetie .8 prains
35— .4 ounces

Mix the materinls and pinee on bits
of ohina or chips near the runways of
the nats,

No. 2: 3
Bugar
Water ...
Sodium arsenite ...

warre 18 .u-aspoon.ful

Dissolve the sugar in the water, plae-
ing in & double boiler and henting gen-
tly. Dissolve the arsemte in s littlo
hot water and add, stirving constantly,
Fluce in vessel and Iahel poison, Moisten
a sponge with the solution and plaee it
in noenn with a tin cover, Puneh a few
holos in the cover and place the can in
a position easily accessible to the ants.

Aut tape i the best material for use
s i barrier to proteet matorials from
ants, 1t is prepured as follows:  Pre-
pare @ saturated solution of corrosive
sithlimnte by placing an exeess of ery-
stals in wnter and heating in a granite
or carthenware vessel (not won), Cool
and filter, Sonk eommon ecotton tape
in this solution for severnl hours, re-
move, hang out aod dry. Tie the strips
of tape nbout the legs of tables, ete.
Ants will not cross these strips for &
year of more.

Cantion.

Carbon bisulfide is inflammable. Do
not handle near a stove nor have any
fire or spurk ahont when using,

The sodinm arsenite and the corrosive
subilimate solutions are poisonons. They
ghonld bo plainly labeled and handied
with all due cantion.

Carpet Beetles and Clothes Moths,

Bxpensive carpots are often injured
and winter elothiog, Inid away for the
summer, may be attacked by the larvae
of these pests,

{lothing and carpets should be hung
in the snnlight, thoroughly beaten and
aired before storing away, The ecloth-
ing should be placed in rardboard boxes
of heavy paper sacks and the edges and
cracks  sonled  with  gummed paper,
Spraying infected materials with guso-
line or steam cleaning will rid them of
the pest,

Btored Product Insect Pests.

Corn meal, dried froit, ete, fre gome-
times found infested with worms or
minito beetles,

(lean ont the containers thoroughly
and wash with boiling sonp suds, Then
earsfully rinse and dry.

Heat the infested material in  the
oven. A temperature of 125 to 150 de-
groes, Fahrenheit, will kill all stages
of these stored pests,
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