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Angora Goat Raising in America

HE raising of .-\Ilﬂ'nrn Routs in the

not, of course, the produet ox ordinary
commereial tonditions, It implies a con-
siderable amount of care and personal
attention.

High Birth Rate.

The birtu rafe is approximately 65 per
eent, but in well managed flocks this
has risen on oceasions as high as 120 per
cent. Nince the kida are not hardy, it
ia obvious that thia means skill and in-
dustry during the breeding season. The
best methods of caring for the flock at
this time are diseussed in some detail in
the new bulletin. Otherwise the man-
agement of Angoras does not differ
greatly from that of sheep,

While the Angora goal needs atten-
tionm, it is adaptable and as far as tem-
perature is concerned should flourish in
any part of the United States, In Mon-
tana the floeks face the heavy spnow-
falls with equanimity as long a8 & dry
place is provided for twem at night, and
though the leat in the Southwest fre
quently makes it nocessary to shear
them twice n year in order to prevent
shedding, it does not otherwise affect
the health of the floeks, Dampness,
lowever, is more injurious than ecither
eold or heat, High lands is the native
hume of all gonts, and they invariably
sock it when left to themselves. FPare
water is ilso an essentiul.

Othérwise the Angara is not particu
lar. It will feed with eattle nlso, As
a matter of fuct, however, the goat pro
fire & certiin amount of rough pasture
and is particalarly happy when cleaning

up brush land. There is one instance |
of & flock of 600 being allowed free
grazing in & California forest reserve in
order to keep the strips of eleared land, *
known as fire-breaks, free from weeds
and vegetation. Bettlers in the North-'
woest find the Angora most servieeabls |
in browsing off the brush on their new
lands, and one railway company purs]’
thased a flock to keep its right-of wny |
clear and attractive. On very rough
land the danger of injury to the fleece’
must, however, be kept in mind.
Importations Not Needed.

As has already been said, the Angora
can be bred sufficiently pure for prae-
tieal purposes from the stock already in
this country, and thoere is no need of
further importations for breeding por-
poses, Bome years ago, however, this
was not believed to be tho case, and in
1881 the Sultan of Turkey endeavored
to preserve for his dominion the manop-
oly of the mohair trade by prohibiting
the exportation of the live animal, His
example was followed by South Afrieg,
but it was too late. Bome of the best
bleod was alrendy in America and today
other conntries are buying of us, flocks
having been shipped recently to Brazil
and the Argentine,

Various aesociations have already
heen formed for the development of the
industry in this country, and the quan-
tity of the annual produet is increasing
rapidly, —_— -

Never work a team of colta together until

they are thoroughly broken, as they will
worry each other. t

United States is pow a demonstral

ed suceess, 1Lw-|'n!‘dih|( to @ repark
just publistied by the United Stutes De
partment of Agrieulture, under the title,
“The Angora Gioat,”” Farmers' Bullptin
573. The industry, xays the bulletin, is
indeed s0 well established liere that
growers need not be ineouvenienced by
the action of South Amerien in probib
iting the exportation of Angorns, for
the .quantity of good blood in this eoun-
try is already sufficient to meot all re
quirements. In the opimion of experts
the best American fleoces now equal
any grown in South Africa or Asia Mi
mor, the origisal howe of the Angora,
Although nearly every state in the
Union now possesses its flocks, the
Bouthwest and the Northwest are espe
ciully well adapted to the indvstry, in
particulur the large areas recently log-
ged off in the Northwest, There the
Angorn not only thrives himself, but
helps to clear away the brush which, if
allowed to grow nnehecked, might ensily
become & dangerous fire trap, Thus it
is often geid that the Angora works and
puye for its bourd at the same time.

Value of Fleece Increasing,

It ig paying more and more, for the
value of the flegee or mohair is increas-
ing stoadily. Formorly the use of mo-
hair depended wo largely upon the pre-
vailing fashion that its price varied
widely from vear to year. This condi.
tion, however, is rapidly ebanging us
new uses for mobair ure eonmtinually
found, from automobile tops and table
covors, to dress goods und eurled false
huiir, und toduy the grower is assured
of a reagonably steady market. The
price, of eourse, varies with the quality,
the very best flesces bringing on an ny-
vrage from 42 to 55 centy a pound. The
weight of a fleeco has 4 very wide
range, in 1000 the average for Oregon
wis found to be 3.7 pounds and for Tex
as LES. On aecount of the greater hent,
however, und the damage of shedding,
Aungoras in the Southwe st are frequently
ghorn twice a year—a fact which must
be taken into consideration in all eal
culugions,

This practice of clipping twice o vear
is in many ways a drawback to the in
dustry, sinee it tends to lower the aver
nge grade of American mohnir, Mokair
a8 good as any can be and is grown in
this country, but the average quality is
not today eonsidired Lo be as good ax the
foreign, About 2,000,000 pounds are an
mnlly imported. Ordimarily this is
blended and spun with the domestie
product, Bix inchen is the shortest
length of fleeco llM'lﬂH}' dl'.‘!ﬂ'd' and
bocause of shearing twiee n yoar, muel
Texas nud New Mexico mohair falls be
low this standard. Where the fleoeo is
allownd to grow for twalve monthe, the
average lenpth 18 10 inehes, and in the
best flocks it is not wnusial to get 15
to 20 inehes, Romeo, the swospstuloos
buck at the El Paso show in 1910, is an
examplo of what ix possible. His flocee
weighed eighteon  pounds,  measured
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twirity  fnd three-fourths  inehes in

Tength and sold for £115, Suel fleece is




