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Late Gossip and News From O. A. C.

Corvallis Students ‘‘Make Good'’ at New York—Views and
Reviews From All Departments of Gollege.

Mole Skins Are Valuable, Say Experts

Experiments by Department of Agricnlture Demonstrate Domes-
tic Variety as Good as European for 8kins,

GROUP of hoys from the electrieal
Engineering courses of O, A. C,
aro finding instruction, practioe

and employment in the great eleetrical
works of New York, the largest of the
kind in the world. SBeveral other form-
er students from the Oregon colloge
are in the employ of the company, sta
tioned st various purts of the United
States and other eountrien. These boys
ary meeting the competition of the hest
produet of most all lending colleges anid
universitios of the country, aud what is
mont important, they are meeting it sue
cossfully.

The students now at the ventral plant
of the generul electrical work in
Soheneetady, on the Mobuwk River, are
membiers of the graduating classes of
hEL1 LSS 1 P 5.4 14, They have
formed sn Ovegonian elub and live to-
gother at beautiful Lake Ballsion, eight
miles out fro mthe works on o cur line
They hive named their eotiage the
“Oregonian, " and were first of all the
students who make their homes at the
Inke to organize wml mualntain
alimni elub Tor s mewmbers,

wnd

i

The compuny for which these college
men are worsing has wmainticnod sta
dent truining courses for many vears.
Every yede o lmited ougibet of sto
dents espevinlly qualified in their eol-
fege work wnd adoquately  recommend
ed by the collige officers, are seeepled
for training, prociice and serviee, i
competent, AN that are aeeepied for
irnining wilmritted positively
el Corme aned gesiped to the eolirss
techinienlly known as the Students® Kn
gincoring courdes Inorder to recgive
advineemont students miist do o oming
mun of one vour s work in 1his conrse,
wrel enn doswaeh aore, depending upon
the pntdre of the speeinlizition  they
undertake. The ehief value of this pre
Bintiney conrese is diseiplinary, although
o good Diving wage is paid from the
Lime the student eoters upon Bis work,
At the end of cach sixomonth period
students who remuin are given a statod
inéroase In salury,

When this preparatory work is fin
ihed by iy student he is assigned
either to the indu=trinl or to the com-
mereial end of the practieal engineering
business  with the company,  Both
plinses of the practical husiness as enr-
ried an by the ompany are lighly spe
elalized. The student who bas won his
pusition in either of these fields selects
his speeialty and  goes into further
tratning. He never guits it until he 18
eomplite master of all its complieated
detuils, after which he is regularly em
ploved by the company and may con
sider thut his position is permanent.

nry an

Qualifientions for salegmanship are
equally exacting with those for opera-
tion, Should the semploye elect to han:
dle switeh-buards ax his specialty he
winst waster all the technique of the
operator in order to aet profitably as a
demonsteator.  Ie  must  know  the
pourees and nnture of material going

into. their constroetion, the cost of
munutaeture wnd bandling, and avail-
able market territory. He must like-
wise inform himself of supply condi-
tionx, the goods of oompetitors, and all
other practieal branehes of this eompli
cated business of selling switel-bonrds,
It tukes o great deal of time and effort
to aecomplish all the eompirny requires,
bt the remuneration is both liberal and
eertnin,

Agide from the dozen students now
#t the leadiug works of the company
muny older men from O, A, O, linve
gone out into one of these specinlized
fields of electrical business. The fol.
lowing men have roported their pres
ent places of labor, avcording {0 M. 1,
Smith, of the élass of 1912, who has
recently veturned to Behnoctwdy from
w visit to nis parents at Marshfield and
to the ' commencement exercises at
tho eollege:

H. R. Zimmerman, 00, of The Dalles,
it Kaosns City; H, N, Probst, '10, of
Abany, in Montanng J. O, Planking-
tomy 10, of The Dalles, st San Fran-
cizgon, and L. D, Carnegie, '11, at Minne-
uplis

The students wow in the shops of
the general compniiv ore the following:

Jo Gordon, "0, of Portland; . K.
Bwirt, ‘10, of Portland: o, D Marnegie
tassigned ); 0. Plandocfer, ‘11, of
Sulew; 11 1% Cady, "Loof Corvallis; F,
0, MeMillan, "12, of Salem: H, E, Me
Loan, "12, of Wallows: H. 1. Swmith,
ML, of Maorshfiold; W, DuMolin, ‘12, of

Corvallis; G, W, Maornis, '3 af Cur
vallizs R I MeKenzie, 18, Lostine.
uwd B, R Colien,” “18, of T'ortlund,

SStndents truin ot these great elee.
trieal works from most of the louding
calloges  of  the  eounrry, ™ Mr,
Bmith, Nevera]l gthor selools of the
West, amonge them the University of
Oregon,  University -of  Washington,
Washington State College and the Unj-
virsity of Californie are reprosentyd,
Uhe latter in particulnr has @ large
delogation, althongh the 0, A, (. i3 most
targely ropesseutod of the Const séhool,

“We tind, tou, that onr students are
ns well traioed for the work ns those
of any other sehool, When students are
first roevived it s on recommendations
wlone that the officers of the company
must rely for pnformhtion shont the
fitness of the students, and during the
tirst yenr there is no distinetion nade.
After that, however, stodents are nd
vaned on their own merits, nnd lere as
elsewhere in 1ife, the personal equation
is the impartant factor,

“The Oregon group wis recommend
ed for the work by Professor Hilla
brand, who supplied s with applica-
tinn forms, and by other officers of the
collegd, * Our eompany is very liberal
and broad in its policy townrd ve, und
students who show the qualificutions
may consider their employment pernia-
nent with good prospects for advance:
nent. Tt seems to me thit this is the
best practical work open to gradu-
ates,
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VIEWS AND REVIEWS.

BLI' FEEDERS for either fowls or
swine wre vasily and chenply made
and  give excellent eatisfoetion

wlhen properly constructed, Aside from
deereasing the cost of labor, they are a
groat suving of time and of worry over
the fiet thiut hand-tended animals must
bo fed regularly two or more times g
day, The use of self-ferders also saves
feed by pgiving the nnimnls a chance
to balance their own rations, hy pro-
viding it regularly, and by saving all
the seraps that osually result . from
hand feeding. Methods of constructing
home:made self -feeders; necompanied hy
drawings and photographs, will bo pub:
lished from time to time in this jour-
nil
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Apple seal is reported to be groatly
on (ho iuerease in some of the froit
districts of Orogon. While this spems
to indieate that orchardists are losing
ground in their fight against this peat,
the conclusion is not at all inevitable,
The season secms to have been unusual-
ly favorable to it in some parts of the
state, and confrol mensures wore applivd
too late, if at all. Growers are more
thoroughly arouscd over this enemy
thun formerly and doubtless make fuller
wavarli gl Lhe damuge, A$ she same

time it is gravitving to hear that the
mest, systematic attempt evor made in
the Novthwest to ssvortain the most
suocessful - control measure for apple
sealy are now being carmed on n @
field teat conducted jointly by the Lane
County Hortienltural Soelety and e
fessor 11 8, Jaclison, plant patbologist
of the Agrieultural College. The experi-
ment e designed to test the effpctive-
noss of the standand spraye and the
most of fegtive weans of applying them,
When the information sequired in those
cxperiments is bronght Lo bear npoi the
pest under favgrable conditions, it may
be seon which woy the batile is poing,
The establishing of vocationdl courses
at the Agrienltural Collega will opsn
the doors of the institution to the peo-
ple of Oregon, Thege conrees are de
signed primarily to give opportunities
for college training to those persons
of the state who feel the need of {his
tridning and are not in a pogition 1o get
it by the usnal degroe conrses, If they
are desirous of entering degree conrses,
they ean ordinarily find meang of pro-
paring to do so in the loeal high schools
and other institutions of learning, If
they merely wish to seento the benefit
of the training and study at eollege
without reference to colloge degress,
the voedtionnl courses are open doors

through whick they may ecuter, The

WING . to the gradunlly decreasing
number of wild fur bearing ami-
mals, mole skins bhave found a

réady market and ure valuable com.
mereially seeording to Furmers' Bul-
letin 583, Department of Agrienlture,
It ix gignificant to the laek of atten-
tion to small business matters, however,
that Ameriean moleskings are not quoted
or offered on the markets. All the akins
used hy Americean furriers are import-
ed fram Burope,

Auction lists of fur dealers in Lon-
don show that more than 3,000,000 mole-
shing were sold in 1911, 1912 and 1913,
A small lot of American molesiking se-
eured by the Biologiesl Burvey, U. 8
Depnrtment of Agriculture, was pre-
parad and made up by an expert fur-
rier who pronounced them in every re-
speet equal or saperior to  Enropean
skine, Tt seems likely, therefore, that
a new indostry amonnting to many
thourands of dollars annually might be
developed in this country,

Five Recognized Gromps.

Tn this eountry there are five recog-
nized groups of troe moles, two of
whieh are confined to the Pacifie Coast
and the ather threo are digtribnied over
the section east of the one hundredth
meridian, extending frém Canada to
the Qulf of Mexico, In the Iatter dis-
triets and in the grester part of Penn-
sylvania, New York and New Fngland
the common moly ovenrs with the star
nosed mole and Brewer's mole.

The mole is w0 seldom seen, even by
those who are famillar with ite work,
that it is often econfused with other
small ereatures, particularly the ghrew,
the mole or mendom  moose, and the
pocket gopher, HHowoever, it ean be
rendily distingmished by it¢ etout, shaort,
front limbs ending in hrond, roumded
Iamds with palms torned ontward. Tt
line 2 reather elongaied hody, elose
plushi-like fur. a pointed snout, and a
short tuil. Neither eyes nor ears nre
in evidenee. 1t I8 & creature of sirietly
suibterranenn habits,

Moler Are Disliked.

1 is believed commonly that the
mnle works only at regular periods each
diy, but direct observation taken in
later summer and fall fall te subslan-
tinte the theory. The moles are dis-
tasteful and seldom eaten by domestie
ents und dogs which have learned to
careh them, Hawks and owls take smull

tall from the mole tribe, as an examina-
tion of the mtomach contents of over
2,000 of these birds diselosed the re-
waing of but 13 moles, 5 of which had
been eaten by the red-tailed hawk, 4
by the red-ghouldered hawk and one
each by the broad-winged hawk, the
barred owl, the great gra yow! and
the sereech owl.
Btomachs Are Examined.

From an examination of the stomaeh
contents of 200 moles taken in all
months of the year it was found that
earthworms and white grubs eonstitote
the bulk of the food. Beetles and their
lurvae, spiders, centipedes, cocoons and
puparis also form a part of the diet,
Seed eoats of ecorn, wheat, onts and
peanuts have been seldom found in
stomachs of the maoles.

Complaints of damage or depreds-
tions by moles are frequent and inwis-
tent. However, in very many ecases a
thorough investigation would show that
the smaller rodents which follow the
mole’s tunways are responsible for the

Jdamage to eorn and other eultivated

seed products that grow under ground.
Trap Efficient Destroyer.

When it iy desirable to destroy the
mole the trap will be found to be the
most efficient means, So far all ex-
periments undertaken with the objeet
of finding an acceptable poison bait
have given megative results, as the very
nature of the animal’s food makes it
difficult to meeore & satisfactory sub-
stitute of live worms, grubs, and in-
neets, Moreover, the little animal seems
to be shrewd and quick to senss the
danger in poisonous substanees.

There are a number of excellent mols
traps on the market, most of which will
give good remults if properly net. Thera
are the barpoon, the seissor-jaw and
the choker types. Harpooning traps
are designed to impale the mole in the
gronnd by spring-driven spikes. The
scissor-juw trapa are intended fo be
set antride the runway to grasp the
mole firmly when he attempts to pass
in either direetion, and the ehoker
trap has & set of wire loops that enm-
eirele the burrow when the trap is sst.
All three types are designed to be
sprung by the same sort of mechanism,
o trigger pan resting on a depressed
portion of the mole ridge in guch a
way a4 to be lifted when the animal
passes beneath,

XPRESRING the view that it is
easy ty dispose of first olass pro-
ducts, but that the profit of the

fruit and vegetable business depends
very largely npon & wtilization of the
second and third class produets, Pro:
fessors (! 1. Lewis and W, B. Brown
have ismed a new college bulletin eall-
ted ““Froit and Vegetable By -Produets,'’
in which they explain the conditions
and processes of organizing and run-
ning by products faclories.

The highly important questions of the
amount’ of money neechrary, the quan-
tity of produets raised within the pro-
posed by-products terrifory, and what
linds of plants to establish, are treat-
o intimately from the point of view
o1 the grower,

““The question of what kind of ‘plant
should  be  pur  in—canuery, vinegar
works, evaporator, or Jelly fartory—
eannof be answered off hand,’’ says
Professor Lewis, ‘*There is undonbted-
Iy nosplendid field for all these mano-
facturing plants, tI would be unwise,
however, to try working all our low
grades into any one of these forms, If
we were (o attempt to wark all vale-
able produce into vinegar we should
easily overstoek the market. We must
remember that thoere sre only ceriain
types of produets that are adupted tp
each of the special nees. The ideal to
which every nssocintion should work is
first to handle us large o porsentage of

the produet as ix feasible in the fresh
state, fo establish a canning factory
that can handle large quantities of both
vegetables and fruits, and to imstall an
evaporaior for the bandling of all
¢lasses.  Finally the vinegar works
should be added. In other words we
should aim te bave m plant so orgads
ized that nothing weuld go to waste,
each plant supplementing the others.!’

As an example of this method it is
shown how peclings and cores from the
eannery eould be used in the vinegar
works, or if more profitable, how the
peelings could be dried to excellent ade
vantage and later worked into jjams
and jelliex, By a combination of plants
losses in all lines wonld be reduced to &
minimum,

Becanse the sueeens of the association
for handling these products would de-
pend very largely upon the character
of the contract entered info by the
growers this question is treatcd quite
fully in the mew bulletin and sample
coniriefs are presented in the appen-
dix. Methods of organization are alsa
treated quite fully so that the bulletin
it of the greatest practical value to all
producers who must face the profit and
loss situation in {heir industry. Thosy
desiring copies may secure them by
writing to R. D, Hetzel, director, cor-
vallis, Oregon, for Extension Series ;,
No, 21, |

conrses provide for one year of college
work in agriculture, one in dairying,
one in homemaking, three years in in-
duetrial arts, five months in fordetry
and two yoars in business short course,
What o wonderful apportunity this ofd
fore to people of Oregon who desire to
fit themselves for doing their ehosen
worle in (ke most officient manner. 0,
A, U may justly be culled o eollege of
the people, by the people and for he

who find the time and the means to

enter. The foregoing course beging
September 22, 1914, |

Siudents of the Oregon Agriculiural
Collego are working at the forest nurg.
ery on the Sinslaw forest. The arrangas
ment is said to be mutnally satisfactory,
sinte the students guin experience in
forest pursery practice and their as
sistance Jowors Lhe ecost of nursery,

people, and ite open doors invité all

work, 4




