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A Very Small Room

by Lauder Clement,

BY LAUDEE CLEMENT.

HE would often iy crying at my

feet in tho earlier days of her hops-

bagd’s eommitment, entreating me
to get him oot of prison, Lut she was
able to support her three children
throughout the #ix years of his sen-
tence.

From her first days of despair she
soon stepped forth. She began, sur-
mounted, and ended each day with one
intent. Through six years she rushed
with a splendir on her mind; through
a fierce asecticism and <clf-denial to:
ward a complete selfindulgenes, Bhe
was often tired, but in the main her
strength incredsed. She beeame very
strong and bandsome, with the dis
tinetion of » vigorous single-minded.
ness that never onee lind hroken down,

Nor in the new delight and power of
herself did she forget her first object
or grow fto think less of the reward,
Her love for hier busband remained
lively and fresh, her compassion leaping
and intense. During the six ycars, she
had accounted for her over-weening
ardor—as one excuses too mueh love and
folda it deeper in the rose by offering
a likely and a selfish motive—saying:
“ 100 will be a great help 1o me when
he gets out.” T told her she eould not
be sure he would be much help after
hig six years. She had scarcely listened
and had apswered, lesaning her head to
ong side, **1 hardly care abont that."

At the end of the six years her hus-
band was discharged from jail. When
he had been at home o few months 1
went to sce ler,

‘*Ho's no help,’" she said. ‘It eomes
to this''—I saw the twist of a new
Bumor ou her mouth—'‘He's get three
ehildren—they nre all his, too,”’ (her
lips compressed flke the lips of young
mon on street eorners whose slightly
smiling mouths alisorh one more ob-
seenits with n faint tremor and sensa-
tion of thanks), it comes to this.
He's got three ehildrén—as 1 say, all
his; and 1 have four, himself the
fourth, Ile's no help, He's eold, too.
There's no pleasire in a man like that,
Ho's no lelp !

e is ill, though, " T eaid.

“Yen,'' she agreed, ‘‘he's mick
enough.'” She took some white, wel
fish from a pot.

I followed hier down a passage with
the wind blowing in it and stood with
ber ontside n small door. *Why do you
keep him ont heve?' " 1 asked.

“‘He wants it,"" she said. ‘1t was o
good storeroom for provisions, baving
a window, hut ginee be got back from
his jail he wants a very small room.
B0 [ clearcd the onions and fruit out
of this and his saws and tools be used
to wae, and he sils om the edge of the
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bed with his lege apart. He's no help,
yar ean see for yourself,'’

““He is ill, though,” T said. ‘T
scems to me yon have changed.'”
‘“Ho's sick enough, surely. *‘Yos,

['ve chauged cnongh. You can't like a
man like that, tinnd and quiet. He's
quiet ersugh. Sometimes ha pots on
his vest wrong side ont, but that's all
he does, And he wants his menls band-
ed in through o ernek in the door. He
will not have a lot of blue and yellow
and white rushing in at him from out-
side when be's used to his grey stones,
nor a erowd of children—all his, as I
say—hefore his eves, and the eat walk-
ing in and out among them.'’

Bhe opened the door. ‘‘Well, bhow
aro you?'' I said to the man ivside, I
saw a small roon with & window over
the bed on which the man sat, with his
legs apart and his waisteost on wrong
gide ont. 1 saw the meager branch of
a peach tree cross and reeross the pane
in the slight gusts of spring. ‘‘That
{ree, T daro say, is & pleasure to your
eyes "' 1 said to him.

“1 don't like it,"" he said. “‘The
window is too Inrge. And the room's
too large. 1 like & very small room
and a small window.’* His eyes fell on
the plate of food in his wife’s hand
and he threw out his arm with the ges-
ture of shutting a door. He tock ne
further notice of me. We went out
again, His wife smiled the smile she
had got,

““That fish will be eold enongh,’’ she
said to me. Then in the kiteben, look-
ing toward the glass, ““I'm losing my
looks, What do you think?'’

“T don't koow,”’ I saidk

“‘You ecan see for yourself he’s mo
use,'' she remarked from the lop step.
‘*And no eomfort, either.’’

I said.
[ ¢‘That prison was too mueh for him,”"

“Yes,'" she agreed, ‘‘he’s sick
envugh, ''—Harper's Weekly,

Laughs From Far
and Near

DREADFUL story is in eireulation
about Richard Harding Davis, the
novelist,

Mr. Daviy, as everybody knows, is
a wit., He was therefore terribly am-
noyed the other day to hear that &
brother auntbor bas spoken uwnfavor-
ably of his witticisms. Coming upon
thiz brother author, he said:

‘‘My boy, 1 hear that in a bouse
where other people were kind emough
to consider me witty you deelared that
1 war not so. Is this true?’’

“‘No; not a word of truth in it,'" the
other answered eheerily, ‘1 was never
in a house in my life where anybody
considered you witty,"’

L] . L]

URING = coneert tour of the late

Thoeodore Thomus and bis eelebrated
orchestra one of the musieians died,
and the following telegram was imme-
diajely dispatched to the parents of the
deconsed:
*iJohn Blank died suddenly today,
Advise by wire as fo disposition, "’
In a few hours the anéwer was re-
eoived, reading as follows:

““We are heartbroken; his disposi-
tion was & roving one.’’
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EY were garing out of the win-

dow of the Pullman car, The thin
man was rapturously admiring the sun-
set. -
‘tAh, Natore is s real arfist,’’ ex-
claimed the thin man, addressing the
fat'man who eat in the opposite seat.
‘Have you nover gazed nt ber won-
ders?

‘‘Have you mever watched the Jam.

IF

Going East

or

Coming West

Write us for reduced freight rates
on household goods or automo-
biles, Consolidated car gerviee.

PACIFIC COAST FORWARDING CO,

Pi'opomd Increases Will Have

Expert Discusses F reight Rates |

But Slight Effect on Cost of

Commodities, Is Asserted by Harry Thompson.

BY HARRY THOMPSON.

VE of the most noticeable thinge
abont the proposed 5 per cent in-
crease in railroad freight rates is
the wide disenssion the smbjret has
provoked in the press of the country.
the public will be better informed
travel becavse of ile direcet part in it;
but freight traffic has been a elosed
book to all exeept these engnged in
overland commeree. It wounld seem
now. hewever, wilth this enlightening
diseuesion in progress, that before the
propoeal at present before the Tnter-
state Commerce Commigsion is decided,
the public will be bettere infermed

important source of railroad earsings:

Considerable comment bas been given
to a pamphlet which the railroads bave
issped, sopporting their contention of
the necessity of increased rates, in
which the roads endeavor to show that
their side of the ease is really the pub-
lie's side. This document is subtly en-
titled ‘‘Are the Wages We Pay the
Railroads High Encugh?’! and in it is
shown that the tounage of freight as
compared with the weight of passengers
is in reund mumbers, nearly thirty*to
one, while the average hanl of freight
is four times the average passengor
journey.

The transportation eost to tho eon-
sumer on articles of every.day use is

railroads get 2 2.5 cents for carrying a
pair of shoes from Boston to C'hicago.
If the rate weve inercased 5 per eemt
the fraight wonld still be less tham ¥
cemts per pair. Should this, the rail

price, #4 per pair. A $35 sest of bar-
ness is now earried from New York o
Chicago for 43 cents-or 1-80 of its
selling price: & 850 shot gun is earried
1000 miles for 74 cents—and similarly
arc shown the insignificant cost of
transportation on garden and farm im-
plements, clothing, tools, ete.

than ever before on this mneh mare |

Is it enough? The roads ask. And

public as the ultimute eonsumer
transportation. They want the publie
to remember that present freight rates
were madb when operating costs were
much less than they are now, Wages
for all classes of cmployes are now
higher, terminal facilitios cost far more,
equipment and supply costs have
greatly incrensed, maintenance and re-
pairs are greater—every item of cost
that enters into freight carrying has
notably inereased, while the rate per
ton mile bas decrcased.

To this high cost of livieg for the
railroads in of eourse attribuled
striking detlive in railroad eonstruc-
tion. In the Jast ten years the milcage
for the whale ecouniry inereased less
than 20 per cent while for the last
three years new eonstruction has fallen
to almost methisg, The railway mileage
of the Usited Slates is nearly 250,000
—four or five times that of any other
country, and nearly half the railway
mileage of the world. On the average
there is mot' in the United States &
point of habitable Jand distant inore
thau five miles from a railroad. There
i8 & bittle new construction for the sim-
ple reason thut in spite of the amazing
industrial growth of the country, new
lines do not pay.

A very cledr understanding of the
needs of the roads is shown by the at-

graphieally shown; for example, thed titude of the shippers toward the pro-

posed increase in rates, In ite inguiry
imto the justice of the ruilroads’ pro-

roads argue, effect the average selling|privileges asked. Probably the

posal the Interstate Commeree Comamis-
pon han peceived frank siafements from
ippers favoring the gramting of the
faet
that the reads have been compelled to
retreneh in every direction Kas had
something fo do with this shange of
heart. '

Everything considered, it wonld eeem
probable that some conccssion wilil be
made to enable the roads to meet their
inereased expenses,

bent flanic of down 1'fe leaping across
the dome of the worlaf

‘‘Have you tever watehed the red
stained islets fleating in lakes of fire?
‘“Have yon never been drawn by the
ragged, raven's wing, sky phuntoms as
they blotted out the moonfi’’

*iNot ginoe 1 swore otf,*! replied the
fat man, as he prepered to busé an-
other meat.
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LTHOUGH therc was wot a hreath

;n.:dtatg:.hl rew kite. In tho back
servant was sireteling the
clothes line from one tree to anothes, it
being washk day.

Failure to make thoe kite fIy after a
half hour of strenuons effort brought
Tommy into the house, eyes and voice
filled with tears:

‘“Mamma, mamma,’’ be pleaded,
‘make Katie untic the trees, so that
the wind can blow. 1 wani to fly my
kite.*’

Good roads enthusinsts, as well as
brick manufacturers of Zanesville, O,
have made & united protest against the
plans and spocifieations of improving
the old National highway with ¢onerete
instead of briek, ds originally planned,
The advacates of brick paving threaten

£ air stirring litthe Tomimy went|

to appeal the ease to Dresident Wil
son,

To prevent seratches, dry the horse's fet-
loek and heels when ho omes in, eapeeisl-
Iy in winter; and rub on o lttle glycerine
or vaseline befare Le gocs out in snow or
mud.
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LANGE'S MINERAL WONDER
A Petaral Mineral Ramedy,

Al Large Profila. An Article of Grest Meny,
and & Repwiable Pusinoss

1 WRITE FOR PARTICULARS.

E W. LANGE & 308

Portland, Oregon.
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ast that is Jocating settlers on Canadian land.
We loeato you on the very best mived farming land in Western Canada,
- We can locate you on 320 meres on good sandy loam soil, mostly prairie,
We ean locate you on 160 acres of blaek

locate you on will be close to town and railroad. Bome is mostly all
prairie and some is mostly all timber. The lands morth and north ﬂ

good drinking water from 8 to 10 feet from
of the elaims have ereeks through them and

are more adapted to wheat raising. We loeats you for $50. Parties
are leaving our office daily, You will never again get an opportunity
estorn Canada a8 good a8 you can gel now.
We also have s few nico olaimn in Boutheastern Oregon of 820 acres
each that we ¢an locate you on and thal we ¢an recommend and guar-
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the question.is directed to the general. .
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