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Livestock and Dairy

Facts About Oare of Parmers’ Feeders and Aids to Greater Milk Production,
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& The importanee of silos, siloing @
@ and siluge bas bhad lardy recogai- @
@ tion in the West. The fact that &
@ it is the cheapest form in which &
@ cattle may bo fed in winter is @
@ alono encugh to make its use more &
@ geoeral. The following osilage &
@ hints will be found useful &
L -
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ILAGE during the last three decades
bas come into general use through-
out the United States. especially in

those regions whero the dairy industry
bas reached its greatest development.
Silage is' universally recognized as a
good and cheap feed for farm stock,
and particulurly so for ‘cattle and
sherp.

Silage is the best sod choupest form
in which n sueculent feed can be pro-
vided for winter use. Au acre of grain
enn be pluced in the silo ot & cost not
exceeding that of shoeking, busking,
grinding and shredding. Crops can be
put in the silo during weather that
can not be used in makiog bay or cur-
ing fodder which is an important con-
sideration in some localities,

A given amount of corn in the form
of silage will produce more milk than
the samo amount when shocked and
dried. There is less waste in feeding
silage than in feeding fodder. Good
silage properly fed is all consumed, and
in addition very palatable. Like other
succulent feeds it has a beneficial of.
feet upon the digestive orgass aud
some stoek ean be kopt on a given aren
of laud when it is the busis of the ra
tion

Bilage Is Economical,

On account of the smaller cost for
labor, silage can ba used for supple-
menting pastures mors  economicilly
than can wsoiling crops, unless only a
emall amount of supplementary feed in
required. Converting the eorn erop in-
to silage elears the lund sooner than if
the corn erop is sbocked and husked,
and beeause of these advantages, sil-
age, in the general opinion of dairy
farmers has inereased milk production
per cow und has inereused the profits
per acre.

In ull parts of the United Stales
where the silo has come into general
use the principal silage crop is corn,
Ono renspn for this is that ordinarily
corn will produce more food material
to the acre than any other crop which
can be grown. It is more easily hur-
vested and put into the silo than any
of the nay erops, susch as elover, cow-
peas, or alfalfa.

Furthermore, corn makes an exoellont
quality of silage. The legumes, such
as clover and alfalfa, are Liable to rot
unlens special care is taken to pack the
giluge thoroughly and foree the &ir
out. The only objection which haa
beon raiged concerning eorn silage in
the fact that it coniaing insufficient
protein fully to meet tho reguirements
of auimals to which it may be fed, The
best variety of corn to plant is that
which will mature and yield the larg:
est nmount of grain to the acre, since
the grain is the most valuable part of
the corn plant, The variety commanly
raised in any purtioutar loenlity for
grain will nlso be the most satiefactory
to grow for silage.

Cultivation and Yield
In some sections it is a common prae-
tice to plunt the corn a little thicker

when raised for silage than for grain.
Weods should be kept out, or they will

ba cut with the corn and mmy impair|”

the quulity of the silage, The amount
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of silage that can be obtained from an
acro of corn will vary from 4 te 20
tonn or more, A 50-bushel per uere orop
of eorn will yield about 8 te 12 tons
of silage per ncre, depending upon the
amount of folinge and stalk that se-
companies the enr, Soutlern varieties
of corn w6 a rule carry a laeger pro
portion of tho plant in the form of
stalk and leaves thao do the sorthern
grown varieties, Corn should be har
vested for the silo at about the same
timie that it is harvested for fodder,
Borghums, both sacoharine and non-
suocharine, are veadily made into silnge.
On account of their superiority to corn

View of 8ilo in E. G. Copsland's Bam-Yard st Grandview, Wash, With Hoga
Booting in Corn Fodder.

08 drought-resisting crops

eorn.

be secured.
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Clover Is Buccessful.

Clover can be used successfully na a

silage crop yielding n prlutable pro

dudt ligh in protein but it is prefer

they are
more commonly grown in those regions
of the West where the rainfall is too
light or irregolar for a good growth of
It is importhnt that the sor-
ghums be harvested at the proper stage
of maturity if the best results are to
A mixture of corn nnd sor-
ghum has proved satisfuctory in some
localitien where the rainfull was so vari-
able as to muke the cora crop uncer

able to make it into hay or the silage
made from clover as from other legumes
hus an objectionable odor, necessitat-
ing particular care in feeding to avoid
tainting the milk. It doss mot pask
80 well as corm, so great care should
be exercised in the tramping of the mil-
age at the time of filling, and the
depth of the silo should also receive
particalar attention. Clover should be
chopped before siloing as a matter of
convenience in feeding and also to se-
cure more thorough packing, although
it can be placed in the silo without
chopping. Clover should be harvested
when in full bloom and some of the
first heads ars dead

Cowpeas, alfalfa, and soy beans can
be successfully made into silage by ex.
ercising the same precautions as with
clover. They should be cut at the same
time as for hay making. However, it
is ordinarily preferable, ss with elover,
to make them into hay rather than sil-
age, The fermentations which take
place in silage mnde of legumes cause
a greater lons of nutritive material than
with corn silage. Corn husks and pea
vines from canning factories, beet pulp
tnd other by-products are also used in
certain localities for filling the silo,

Hand or Machine Cutting.

Corn for the silo can be cut either by
hand or machine, Hand cotting is prae-
ticed on trrms where the amount of
corn to be harvested is so small as to
make the expense of purchasing a corn
harvester too great to justify its use,
Hund entting is slow rod laborious and
there are probably few localities now
where the purchase of a harvester
would not be n profitable investment.

There are on the market several
makes of silage cutters that will give
gatisfaction, The eapaeity of the ma.
chine to be purchased is an important
consideration which should 10t be over-
looked, Muny persons make the mis-
take of getting a cutter which is too
small, thus making the operation of fill.
ing the silo very slow and interfering
with the continuous employment of the
entire force of men. It is beiter to get
& machine large enough su that every
one will be able to keep busy all the
time. The larger entters are equipped
with self-feeders, a laborsaving devics
which the smidler sizes laek,

Water Alds Packing.

The usual length of entting varies
from one-half to 1 inch. The latter is
eonsidered a Little too long, since piecea
of this length will neither pack so
elosely in the silo nor be so complotely
consumed when fed as will the shortee
lengths. On the other hand, the longer
tho pieces the more rapidly ean the corn
bo run through the eutter.

In case the corn bas become too dry
or ripe before it is put into the silo,
water should be added to supply the de-
ficionoy of moisturs necessary to make
the silage puck properly, Unless it is
well packed the silage will ' fire-fang??
or deteriorate through the growth of
mold, Enough water should be added
to restore the moisture content of the
eorn to what it would be if cut at the
proper stage. The water muy be added
by running direetly into the silo by
means of & hose or by running through
the blower. It is elaimo” that by run-
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ning it into the blower the water is
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carn,

“Getting the Last Drop"
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With or Without Buzz Saw Attachment
Will saw 20 to 40 cords of wood per day at a cost of
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e sawed 56 ricks in 10 hours,
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100 pounds makes 100 gallons of Perfect
Milk Substitute,

Send for pamphlet, “How to Raise Calves
Cheaply and Successfully Without Mille®
At yowr Dealers or
PACIFIC COAST CONDENSED MILE

4 CQ,, Beattls, Wash




