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Growing Good Potatoes in the Pacific Northwest

Bome Ydeas on the Homély ‘‘Bpud’’ by Men Who Know ‘Whereof They Write, :

Oapital Photogriph of the Best Type of Baking Potato, Baised Near Eennewick, Washington. Note the Even 8ize Common to all Theso Potatoes
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% This is the first of a peries @
& of orticles  diseussing  potato
@ growiug.
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BY 0, M. MORRIS, Hortiealturist; J. G.
HALL. Plant Pathologist, and M, A.
YOTHERS, Asst. Entomologiat.

HE size of the seed picee of potato
IE pianted scoms to have u direet in

Huenee over the crop of potatoes
produeed. This faet 18 founded ou the
fundamental privciple that ke lurge
peed piece or whole potato  produees
Inrgér amd ®rronger vines than the ex-
tramely small potaro or smail piece of
potato, Aucther point that wome time
hing its influence is the fuet that the
eves Joeated nenrest the bud end of
the potate usoully sprout earliest wnd
nre more Metive in their enrly develn
ment of plants than the eyes located
mearcr the stem end. In planting whole
putatoes, it e |'|rI|.|1I!t|1I|_\' obeerved that
only one or two eyes &t the bud end
Iil’l'llllll_‘t' Eproute, exeept in the case of
extremiely Jurge tobers, and that it docs
not tend to produce too muny plants in
n hill, as is sometimes thonght.

The Colornde Hxperiment Stution
found Ly netual trinl that seed pieces of
potato ar whole potatoes weighing less
thnn two ounces produced smalier and
weaker plants and a lighter erop than
peed piftes or whole potatoes weighing
two ounees or mere; that when the piece
of seed potato weighed far in exeosex of
two ounces there was very little gained
in vigor of plants or erop produced.
Oonsittering the value of the sond, o
twoonnee pices or whole potato gpve
ppproximately the maximun retirns fir
the money invested in seed.  This Lns
been found troe in field erop work and
& now genernily  necepted by many
growers in different sections of the
country, Some prefer to plant the en
tiro tuber sud never use cut seed. There

¢ mppears to be some foundating for faith
ju this system,  However 1 does not
prove to be equidly well b uded in dif
ferent loealities, Tn loenlitiek where the
suil condition is such that the sgeod pos
tato deenys rapidly the whole potato
ja hetter tor planting, but in
whote the piecos of seed potato do not
decay Tapidly, the ndvantnge s not so
apparent.

Medium Potatoes Best,

In entting potatoes for  seod, the
medinm sged ones are erdinurily to be
preferred.  Split the potate lengthwise
and if further outting i desired, eut
erovewias, bnt do not ent to a single
eye, utless potato seed I8 very senree,
or the tubiers msed are extremely large.
Mochinnieal ~eutters are woldom  satis
factory, becuuse they do not diserimi
pute or selpet sizes.  Neither do they
avaid entting direetly through the eyes
of the potato

The thickuess of planting variex ae
eording to locality and ft‘ﬂli'i‘-.\' of the
goil, 'The genernl distunee  botween
rows ig from 36 10 40 inehes and the die
tanee hetween plaute or hills in the
row vhrics from 12 to 18 inches. Enrly
potatoes of amnll gize dun he plantid
fuore thickly than the lurgo Iute growing
varieties
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Cultivation,

Tn the nowirrigated seetions, elenn,
ghnllow, lovel tillage should be givon
antil the new potntoes begin to form,
but from this time until the eultivation
{8 digeontinned a dight ridge ghould b
thrown over the row . The lsnd be

tween the rows should be kept neasrly
level,

This ridge of soil will proteet the
potatoss from sunburn. Bome vurieties

& | profluce the tubers very close 1o the

surface, or so near the surface that
after a time the ends of the potatoes
muy extepd dbove thesurfaee,  The
principle thing to be acconplished by
tilnge is Lo kesp down weeds uod cou-
serve voil moistare,

H n erop of clover or somo other vege
tation has been turned under it may be
found ddvigable to 4il deep early, but
ns goon a8 the roots of the plants begln
to extend out into the epnee hetween
the rows the eanltivation must be move
shallow or serious hem will be doue
to the plants, Cotting the roots of
thio plents by the Iast tillage will greatly
roduse the possibilities of the orop,

The tillngs shonld be sontinusl ne
long as possiblc without diveet harm to
the plants,  Frequent shallow tillnge
will muintain the best supply of mois
ture and help to produce a erop of
smooth, even potatoes.

In Irrigated Secticus.

In irrigated sections a little differ-
ent eystem of tillage ik necessary, The
systems ‘enited to localities differ more
than is von-irrigated regions, The po-
tato crop is more frequently plapted on
turd than hos had & elover or sifalfa
soll turmed under, In this ease it is
usunlly necessary to cultivate very desp
a5 soon &s the planting s done. The
harrow can bo used to grest advantagoe
to keep down weeds and to drag Lo the
sarface and break up any sods that may
be Titted by the eultivator. The firat
cultivation is often given lmmedintely
after plantige and the land should then
be harrowed thoroughly and us-soon us
the plants dre till enongh for the rows
to bo easily followed, shallow tillage
should be continned. The soil should be
gradunlly thrown in a ridge over the
row. This fucilities irrigntion und pro-
duees the covering necessnry for the
protection of the potntees. Deep tillage
is sure to be injurious to the plunts and
it ds, for that rossom, always a good
practice to ridge the Innd early.

Bulching,

Suall fields or gnrden patehes in non
irrigoted sedtious ean often be mulehed
with straw or wmarsh hay with good re-
sults,

The mulel should be applied just he
fore the potiito sprouts appear nbove
ground, Four to eight inchies of loese
materinl may he uspd,

The plants will grow up through this
without trouble, and w good muleh will
eonserve mora moistiure than any ordis
nuary svstem of tillage. This practice
should be resortid to only in seations
swhere the moisture supply is difficult
to mauintain.

The ninleh matetinl should be free
from seed or another erop will be plant.
ed and result in more harm than good.
Mulehing requires o good deal of time
and material and is mot practieal in
lnrge fields, >

Harvesting,

Tn large fields the machine diggers
ghould be used in harvesting the crop.
It is cheaper thon hand digging or
plowing out with an ordinary turning
plow, Hand digging is espeeinlly ex
l"‘"..']\\n, and  eureloss tl;'l‘.:u'lll':s cut and
ure o grent many |c-|i|.tnm;,

Plowing oit the erap is wasteful, as a
lurpe pes con tof the orop s left in the
protiud.

The vrop Jisuld be dug, if possiblo,

while the ol i drying iu order Lo #e-

cure the potato elean and free from

earth. Breaking the ekin, entting or

bruising the potato in any way reduces

its market value and storage cuality.
Careful work will reduce this loss to

less than one per cent; and there is

seldom any justification for the wethods

of harvesting that reduee it above five
per eent, The pickers should follow ¢lose
ufter the diggers and it wsually pays
to have the sorting dome as the pick.

ers gather up the pofatoes from the
ground.

The potatoes should not be allowed to
lie on the surface of the soil for mora
than & few hours, Those that are dug
in late summer or early fall should be
gathered wp immediately and sacked
and havled to sheds or warehouses.

Bright sunshine will eause them, to
turn green and sunburn, which injures
their market value,

MAKE YOUR M
EARN MORE M

Y

opening in Seattle's prosperity!

their fullest possibilities in the

" 'The opportunity of the year, and of the splendid era that is

organization, made up of leading business men in whom the pub-
lic have the fullest confidence, and operating along lines marvel-
cusly successful in other states, but never developed beforo to

Become associated with a strong

Northwest.

OFFICERS,

DIRECTORS.

H., 0, BHUEY
Pres., H. 0. Bhuey & Co,

FRED O, FURTH
Mausger, Vnlean Iron Works

A. B. ENOFF

E W. CAMPBELL
Uashisr, National Cfty Bank, Seattle

T. A, ERNBT
Pres, Ernrt Hdw. & Plumbing Co.

H.
Attoroey

ADVISORY BOARD

R CLISE,
and  Oapitaling

ALVIN H. HANKINS
Manufacturing Joweler

GEORGE BOUCEAERT
Wholesalo and Retail Confectioner

DR, M. A, MATTHEWS
Pastor Tirst Presdbytorian Chumreh
GEORGE T. VANDERVEER
Vauderveor & Cumminge, Altorneys

W, I PAULL,
Pres,, West Seattle State Bank, Beatile

MARCUS ZUGER

PACIFIC HOME BUILDERS

'H ©. BHUEY - - - Prealdent slready groat needs of the expund-
F.C. FYURTH =+ - Vice-President fng city, sod provide the publie
W, 8. BELL . - Boc'y and Treas with  secnrities of  unguestionad

W. 8. BELL
Soc'y, Bquitable Building & Loan Association

Salos Agent, Amorican Steal & Wire Co.

IMANN
Treas & Myr., Northwestern Filaheries Oo,
¥. J. FLEISCHNER
Oaslifer First State Bank, Frescott, Wa,
Pros, Bachange Bank, Waltsburg, ‘W

will bulld honses sad ‘bungalows
on & whalesale seale to meet the

valae and most geatifying eamning
power, Bimilar’ concerns in some
of the Bouothern States are not
snly proviog mervelous  revenue
producers to  thoir  sharehalders,
but are accomplighing wonders for
thoir« home eities in building ap
the  ecommunity, sdding new and
highly hoproved disteiets, aud in
making ilrlmssihh\ for wasi num
bors of thrifty homeloving peaple
to ywr their own dwellings on the
ensy paymont plan, amidst  eons
enial neighiors and in Llocklisies

at are coustently increasing in
walua,

The *'Puoifin Home Bullders'*
is nn esporiment, hor doen it
speculate in  any way  with the
moner of 1a shartholders, torn:
g ite money rapldly, and will be
in & position o earn from two
fo fonr rmrhu o yoar on ite build.
ing, aud the huilding operations,
being on & large seale, ennbleé snv
fugs that ave startling wheo ecan:
pared with the eost to individusls,

Alwnya in such & compuny care:
ful mansgomont is one of the
roateat aunarances of steeens, and

s fastor may be emphnsized with
vigor in the ""Pacifin Homae Baild-
ery.'’ Let us have an opportun-
ity 1o into dutails with yom on
thia point,  But w almost every
one in Beattle and the Northwest
the Mt of offieers and directors of
the eompany will be ample nesur-

H. A, KIMBALL
Am't. Gen'l Freight Agt, . N, By, Seattle

0. H. BUBCE

anea,
Fully paid shares in the Pacifio
Homo HAuilders ara  offerad  at

$12.50 each, either for cosh or on
very enay terme.
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