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CHAPTER 1
NGO EFFORT TO DEFEND
MYBEL

.

1 MAKE

Hilas who said that 1 wasa fool. 1f

memory gerves me well he relleved
himself of* that conviction in  the
presence  of  my mother — whase
Vrother he wus—at a time when | was
leust competsnt to acknowledge tis
wisdom and most arrogant in assert-
ing my own, I wasa frealiman in col-
lege: u fuet—or condition, perhaps—
which should serve as in excuse for

n AM quite sure it was my Uncle

poth of ue 1 possessed another
uncle, incidentally, and while 1 am
pow cohyinced that he must have felt
a¢ Uncle 1tilgs did about it he was|
one of hose who saffer in silence.
The nearest he ever got to openly re-
genting nie uE o freshman was when|

chap himself and therefore lamentably
unqualified to gulde me in any course
whatsoever, especially as he had all
he conld do to keep his own wolf at
bay without sncouraging mine, and
who, besides teaching good English,
loved it wisely and too well. 1 think
Uncle Rilas would have held Uncle
John up to me @8 an example—a
searecrow, you might say—If it hadn't
been for the fact that he loved him in

spite of his English, He must huve
loved me in spite of mine.

My mother felt In her heart that I
ought to be a dootor or a preacher,
but she wasn't mean: she wus positive
1 could succeed as a writer If 1 set
my mind to it. She was also sure thit
I could be president of the United
States or perhaps even a bishop. We
were Episcopalian,

provement in o man. I confess [ was
somewhut disturbed by one of her
gentlest remarks. She seemed to be
repeating my Uncle ItHas, although 1
am gulte sure she had never heard of
him. BShe argued that the fortune
might tnke wings and fly away. and
then what would be to pay! Of course,
It was perfectly clear to me, stupid
as 1 must have been, that she pre-
ferred the Jeweler's clerk to a for-
tune.

I was loth to loge her as a (ypist
The exaet point where [ appear to
have made a tool of mysell was when
1 tirgt took it into my head that 1
could make gomething elge of her. 1
not only lost a competent typist, but
1 lost & great desl of gleep, and had
to go abroad for awhile, as men do
when they lind our unpleasant things

eyes are green when 1 affect a green
tie, light hlue when I pulL on one of
that delicate hue, and curlously yel-
low when I wear brown about my
peck. Not that I really need them,
but 1 wear nose glasses when rteid-
ing! to save my eyes, of course 1
sometimes wear them in public, with
a very fetching and imposing black
pand draping across my expsnse of
ghirt front. 1 find this to he most
effective when sitting in a box at the
theater. My tallor s a good one. 1
ghave myself clean with an old-fush-
joned razor and Cind it to be uite
gufo and tractable. My habits are con-
gidered rather good, and | sang havs
in the glee club,  So there Sou nre.
Not quite what you could call i lady
killer, or even a lady’s man, [ faney
you'll aay.

he admitted, as if it weer & vcrime, When 1 was 27 my [irst short story
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term, but that cotld haridly have been| Phen he began it all over agaln an
called @ fair test for the adage. Not sat up nearly all night to finish it. The
until Unele Kilas diod and left me all next day he called it “trash” but in-
of His money vas | able to demon- vited me to have luncheon with him
etrate that only dead men and fnnlﬂjat 1:“f ?!n!rnpl\}ltﬁ.n Clap' and r'_““”
part with It The distinetion lies in nofsily introduced me to a few old
the capucity Tor enjoyment while the cronies of his, who were not sufficient-
sensation laste,  Dead men part with 1y .mtn-rmu:d In me to |-dnuulre what
it Because they have to, fools herause my name was—a trifling detail he had
ey Waht o overlooked in pregenting me a8 his
1}1 any event, Tnele Rilas did not nephew—but who' did ask me to have
leave me his money untll my freshe a drink.
mat days were far behind me, wherss| A month later he died. He left me
in lies the solsoe that he may have|a fortune, which was all the more
outgrown an  opinion  while 1 wis! staggering in view of the circumsiance
golne through the same process. Al thiut he had sgeen me named for my
2| cnpfessed that all frestimen were Unele John and not for him.
fnaufferable, and lnomediately ul‘hr-‘ [t ‘wus not long afterward that 1

about themselves in just that way You will be surprised to leurn, how-
1 gave her a wedding present, & |ever, that gecretly 1 am of a rather
very costly and mugnifivent ni!ningl|rumunlic. jmaginative turn of mind,
room set, fondly  hoping  that the |Since earliest chilhood 1 have vcon-
jeweler's clerk would experience & sorted with princesses and ladies nf
great deal of trouble in living up to | high degres,—montally, of vourse.—
{t. At firat 1 had thought of a Marie |and my bosom companions hive keen
Antoinette bedroom set, but gave it|knights of valour and longevity, Noth-
up when 1 contemplated the cost |ing could have suited meo bethor thian
It vou will pardon me, 1 shall not |ty haye beon born inoa feudal cagde
go any further into this lamentatle ja few cepturles ago, from which 1
love affair. 1 submit, in extenvation, should have sallled forth in [ull ar-
that people do not care to be regaled fmour on the shghtest provocation and
with the heartacHes of puet affulrs; | returned in glory when there wis no
they are only interested in those which fone left in the neighborhoml 4 pro-
appear to be in the process of active lvoke me.

development or retrogresslon,  Suffice Even now, a8 1 make thiz astound-
to say, 1 was terribly cut up over the |ing state ment, I can't help thinking
wity my first serious affair of the |of that confounded  Jewelers’ clerk.
heart turned out, and tried my best At 36 1 am stil] unattached and, so
to hate mysell for letting it worry |fur as [ can tell, unloved., What mare
me. Somehow 1 was able to atiribute |could a sensible, experienced bachelor
the fiasco to an inborn sense of ghy- |expect than that?  Unless, of course,
ness that has always made me faint- | he aspired to be a monk or u hermit,
hearted, dilatory and unagressive. No |in which tase he reagonably could be
doubt If I had gone about it rough- |sure of hims=elf If not of olliers

shod and flery 1 could have played Last winter in London my mother
hob  with the excellent Jeweler's | went to a good bit of trouble to g0t my
pence of mind, to say the least, buljcap for & lady who seempd in every
alas! 1 succeeded only In wpprosch- [way qualified to look after un only
ing at a time when there was nothing {son as he should be looked nfter from
left for me to do but to start him off [a mother's point of view, and | declure
in life with a mild handicap in the (to you I had a wretchedly elise call
shape of & dinlng-room set that would [of it. My poor mother, thinking It
not go with anything else he had in | was guite settled, sailed for Americn,
the apartment. leaving me entirely anproted ted,
S, some men, no mitter how ghy | weereupon 1 wyeceeded in making my
and procrastinating they may be—-or [escape. Heavens knows 1 had no
reluctant, for that matter—are doomed desperate longing to visit Palestine ot
to have love affairs thrust upon them, that particular tme, but 1 Journeyed
as you will perceive if you follow the jthither without a quilm of resred, sl
course of this narrative to the bitter | thercby avolded the surrindor with-

ward took my degree and went uul|

fmte the world to eonvines it Lhat
grniors are Ly no means adolescent. |
Having suceessilly possed the awsel
of remson 1 o felt myself successtully |
qualified 1o lonk with scorn upon .'alli
crontores emploved in the business|
of getting an education. There were|
times when | Wondered hiw on earth|
1 eoultl have stooped so low as to be
a freshman:  1oetill have the dis-|
quicting fesr that my uncle did not
modify his upinjon of me until 1 was
thoroughly over being a senior Yo
will note that 1 da not say he changed
hix opinion,  Modify is the word |

Hig originnl opinton of me, a8 a
froshman, of wetered
whon 1, at the aze of 18, ploked out
my walk in e, =0 to speak. Aller
congidering evervihing, 1 decided Lo be
o Merary man. A novellst or & play- )
wright., 1 hadn't much of a
betwoon the two, or perhaps a Jullr-'l
palit Belng o Journalist. ol course,
was prelimingry; oo sort of makeshifi
Aty rate, 1 was going to be'a writer. |
M Unele Hilax, a hdrd héaded cis-
tomer whio had read Seotl a8 4 boy
and the Willl Btreel news ag a man—
without heing misled by either—wis
georninl. He saigd that 1 waould out-
grow it, there was some congalation in
thit, He tven admitted that when he
wie 17 he winted to he an actor,
There vou are, ikl he! T declared
there was a4 great differcrice bBelween
belig an acter and heing o writer.
Only handgome men  can be actors,
white | —well, by nature | was dovmed
to be nothing more engaging than a
novelist, who doesn’'t have to spoll an
{lusion by showing himeelf In public,

Besides, | argued, novelists make
a great deal  of money, and play-
wrlghts too, for that matter. He sild
fn reply that an ordinarily vigorous
wagherwoman  eould  muke more
money than the average navellst, and
she alwayve had o stocking without a
hole to keep it in, which was more to
the point

Now it T come to think of it it
wis 1'nele Hilag who oraculnrly pre-
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Judged me wnd nol ncle John, wha

wiae by way of helng a sort uf literary | say that there s always room for lm-

made a perfect fool of myself by fall-
ing in love. It turned out very badly.
1 enn't imagine what got intb me to
want to commit bigamy after 1 had
alrendy proclwimed myself to be ir-
revocably wedded to my  profession.
Nevertheless 1 dellberately  coveted
the experlence, and wounld have at-
tained to It no doubt had it not been
for the young woman In the case,
She wonid have none of me, but with
comeideratie independence of spirit
and, 1 must say, noteworthy acumen,
clooted Lo wed a splendid looking fol-
L who clerked In o jeweler's shop
in Bifen avenus. They had been en-|
gaged lor several years, It seems, and
my swollen fortune fafled to disturh
her genge of fidelity. TPerhaps you
will be interested enough in o girl
who could refuse to share a fortune
of something like three hundred thou-
aud dallars—inot counting me, of
courae)—1to let me tell you briefly
who and what ghe was. She wag my
typlst. That I8 to say, she did piece

wiork for me as 1 happened to provide
substanee for her active fingers 1o}
work upon when she wasn't t_\'plng‘
law Lriefs in the regular sort of griml,|
Not only was she an able typist, but]
she was an exceedingly wholesome, |
handsome nnd worthy young woman.
I think 1 came to like her with genu-
fne regolution when I discovered that
ghe could spell my name correctly
anid had the additional knack of unit-
ing my stray Infinitives with stub-
born purposefulness as well as the
ability to administer my grammar
with tact and discretion. |

Unfortunately she loved the jewel-|
er's rlerk. Bhe tried to convinee me,
with a sweetness T shall never forget,
that she wias Infinitely better suited
to be a jeweler's wife than to be a
weight upon the neck of a genine,
Morsover, when I fonlishly mentioned
my snug fortune as an exira Induce-
ment, she put me smartly in my place
by remarking that fortunes like wine
are made in g day while really excel-
lent Jeweler's clerks are something
Hke thirty years In the making
Which, 1 take it, was as much as to

In order that you may know me
when vou gee me strugeling through
these pages, as one might struggle
through & morass on a dark night. 1
ghall tuke the lberty of deseribing
myself in the best light possible under |
the clreumstances,

I am & talllsh sort of person, mod-

erately homely, and not quite 35, 1
um strong, but not athletic. What-
ever physical development I possess
was acquired through the ancient
and honorable gume of golf and in
swimming, In both of these gporix 1
am quite proficlent, My nose I8 rath-
or Jong and Inquisitive, and my chin
is considercd to be singulariy fiem Tor
one who hag no ambition to hecome o
hero,

quite black, Tunderstand that

My thateh is abundany umlI
my [ $134,000,000.

enil. ofit love or honor,

{To be Continued Next Week.)
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Cleanliness of Cement
A cement trough for the hog ot e
one of the greatest little improvements
abiut the farm, It l8 easy (o muke,
easy Lo clean, never gots out of urder
wntl 18 readlly diginfected,  You can
bulld it yourself, Another and better
arrangement Is to have an automitic
watering deviee with @ tunl made of
gulvanized iron, mounted on o sled,
and movable from plaee to plies.
Pennaylvanin  has ahout  §5H00,000
dores of timberland, one-vighth  of
which 8 owned by the stiw.  The
total value of the state’s timber s
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G FRYE SERVICE' Means the

SERVICE

Best That Well-Paid and Com-

petent Help (and plenty of it) Can Give

RATES THAT ARE RIGHT

$1.00 Per Day and Up
Kvery Room an Outside Room

LOCATION
Only Three Blocks From Depots and Docks




