HOME AND FARM MAGAZINE SECTION

—— AUTOMOBILES AND GOOD ROADS ——

A Department Designed to Help Farmers With Progressive Road Ideas.
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Logan Walter Page ls director +
of roads in the Department of
Agriculture and an acknowledged
expert on expenditure. This Is
4 the second of two articles dealing +
o with hig views. We counsel our *
o repders to study it
&
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ATIONAL ald road improvement
N 15 one of the plang proposed, and
I have no doubt this plan will
be inaugurated in the near future.
State ald = plrendy well under way,
and hag been constantly growing since
15801, when New Jergey first embarked
on the plan of having ald granted
directly by the state, and a measure
of state supervision provided. Counties
and stateg are bonding themselves to
bulld hard-surfaced roads, and this is
helping to some extent, but to my
mind the primary neccasity ls so to
reform and revise our existing road
systems as to insure the efficient con-
struction of the roads, continuous and
adeqgiunte maintenance and honest and
capihle hoandling of our road rev-
enucg

I had hoped that when the states ns
units ook hold of the road problem
they at least would eliminate to a very
great degree the baneful Influence of
politics, but the history of the changes
in sinte highway departments during
the last 10 vears would indicate that
politics I3 as active there as in local
aubdivizions. Duaring the pist 10 years
there have been changes In the con-
tra!l of the engineering work in the
stte Blghway departmente of Arizona,
Connectiont, Delaware, Maine, Miary-
lund, Michigan, Missourl, New Hamp-
shire. New Jersey, New Yoark, Ohlo,
Pennsyvinia, Washington and West
Virginla. In the uf New York
alone there Have been nine changes
made In the stite highway department
In the lust 15 yeare. While It would
not be fajr to characterize all of thesae
changes ns unjustifiable, it lx evident
that the tenurr of office is, 48 a goen-
ernl rule, Ipsecure; that the offleial,
who should be abaclutely free from
palitieal contrel, is almost totally un-
abile to miot extept at the dictates of
those very folees

Civll Serviee Advocated.

The remedy, to my mind, is the en-
nctment of stelet and clear-cut elvil
gervile leglslation applicable to the
entire ropd syelem in the each state,
and the' consclentlous and wise en-
forcement of such legisiation, In the
first place, o state highway engineer
shoulil e chogrn by & non-partisan
bourd, and should hold office at the
disiretlon of such a board,  All sub-
ordiinte positions in the department
ghotld be fitled by rigld competitive
examinations, without regiard to party
affiliations. At this point T wigh to
eall attention to the fact that we have
recently filled the office of assistant
director of the United States offlee of
pubille roads by such a competitive ex-
amination, and practically our entire
forve, from messenger boy to director,
is fillpd In the same way. ‘The re-
sults ure infinitely more satisfactory
than the old spoils system.

In regard to county and township
rond work, 1 think It would be advis-
able, wherever the svatem of govern-
ment permits; to have the county as
the smullest unit of administration,
and to have one county officinl who
I required by law o pOgHERS @ prac-
tieal knowledge of road construction
and malntenance, and who I8 appoint-
ed after an examination to be pre-
soribed by the state highway depart-
ment in connection with the Btate
clvil service commission, While it
probably would be necessary Lo give
the County Board of Commissloners,
or such officials as have charge of
county affalrs, the power to remove
thisg road official, they should be com-
pelled to appoint his successor upon
certification from the register of the
eligibles established by the stute high-
way department and the State Civil
Bervice Commission.

Falr Compensation Urged,

This would prevent remaval of road
officials for the purpose”of substitul-
Ing local politiclans, and would tend
to permanency of office on the part of
guod men and the easy removal of in-
competent men. There should be pro-
vided by legigslation and regulation
sufficlent compensation for the county
road offlcer so0 that efflcient men

stafe

might be attructed to the work. Con-
stant employment should be given,

and his subordinates should be cap-
able men, supplied in accordance with
the spirit of the merit system.

The objection has been made to the
employment of county engineers that
some counties are utterly unable to
pay @ salary such as a competent en-
gineer would require. This difficulty

# [can be overcome In two ways, first by

leglslution so framed as to permit two
or more counties to jointly employ an
engineer, or, second, by making the
elvil service regulations sufficlently

elastic ag to enable a practical and ef-
ficlent superintentient to be employed
rather than a high-salarled technieal
engineer where conditions appeared to
warrant it. Only when we arrive at
the state of development where we
recognize in the fullest degree the ne-
cessity for the application of the merit
system in road administration In every
unit of government will we attain that
standard of excellence in our public
roads which would make them com-
Eparnble to the ronds In Europe.

Lubricants, Says

Oil Is Important Factor With Auto

Sixty Per Cent of Motorists’

Troubles Are Due to Faulty
Fred J. Wagner

By FRED J. WAGNER
XPERIENCE of oll experts has
E proved that about 80 per cent of
the troubles to which maotors are
subject Is due primarily to faulty lub-
rication, The remarks are based on
my own personal experience in the
oil husiness and not merely from hear-
SN
Faulty lubrication can be subdivid-
od into several classes—among them
improper lubrication, Insufficlent sup-
ply, wvver-lubrication and, most Im-
portant of all, the fallure to use a
pure oil drawn from the well section
of Pennsylvania, which state produces
the best oride oil; the fallure to use
a lubricant free from ecld treatment
or one with a high-ficing point, good
vigeokity and, in sghort, one which will
lubrigate under all motoring con-
ditlons.
The supply of Pennsylvania crude
oll I8 % limited and the demand so
great that there has gradually crept

into the fleld of automobile lubrlva-
tton the use of cheaper products,
commonly known as “‘mideontinent

oll,” having heavy asphaltic bases, and
coming from the fields in Indiana,
Minois, Kentucky, Oklahoma, Texas
and through to the Pacifle Coast,

Pennsylvania crude, having for s
base paraffin, offers the best oll for
the lubrication of the automoblle
motor, vonsidering the exacting re-
quirements of high speed, long-con-
tinusd runs, the high heat generated
in the explosion chamber, ete

In order that this midcontinent and
Western oll having an Inferior base
may appear pleasging to the eye and
compete of compare, at least when of-
fered for sale, with the purer and
higher priced oils which comse from
the restricted flelds of Pennsylvania,
the refiners of the asphaltic olls resort
to & number of pracltices, none of
which tends to improve the guality
as & lubricant,

The practice most {requently resort-
ed to is the treating of the oll with
an acld; then the attempt later to neu-
trallze It with an alkall salt, and by
washing free the oll from both the
&eld and the salt. In theory this s
accomplished; in practice thers remain
a number of salts entirely forelgn to
the oil as a ljubricant, but all of
whichy a8 they are forelgn products,
tend to break down the oll under high
degrees of heat generated in the ex<
ploglon chimber.

" Become an Accom- |

plished Musician

Only $2.00 the month amd wiudy
nt home,

Wao make the work easy and en-
Joyable and guarantee resulits,

Competent Instructors,

Eyverything furnished except the
briins und instruments,

Write us today.

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC,

616-617 Commonwealth Bldg.
L Partlund, Ore.

for dressed meats, poultry, buttar,
ogis and fruits, Poltatoes and
onions handled In car lots, Prompt
Returns,

Write us for our regular market
letter,

BURNETT & SONS

General Produce Merchunts,
143 Front Street, Portland, Oregon

S

These acld-treated olls, if their use
Is long continued, wlso have the effect
In time of attacking the metal sur-
faces with which they are brought
into contsot. The use of the right oll
for the lubricating of the motor |s
vital and the car user must to a
certaln extent rely upon the fidelity
und honesty of the manufacturer of
that lubricant,

If tha product used In the motor |
not sulted to the purpose the damage
done Is gradual and Insidlous. Thia
damage belng of & gradua! character,
cannol be ohserved from day to day,
i§ can the wear and tear on the tires
of the car. The viscosity, which, in
other words, means the fluldity of the
ofl, s also a factor in Ite affording
proper lubricalion.

Where the motor is worn and there
Is an approciable play, clther in the
bearing or between the plston and cyl-
Inder walls, the purest of] that cun be
abtalned and of a heavier grade is re-
quired. When the motor I# new and
the bearing and wearlng purts [it
snugly and properly a lighter oll
should be used, that the best resulls
may be expected,

The system of
the motor Is also a factor which should

IVierchants,

portation.

for overcharges, ete

Ten Dollars.

but the quantity of the oll used.

The service rendered by the molor
18 50 vital and the expense involved In
its overhaul and upkeep so great thut
it behooves the user and owner to mee
that he is not handed "any old thing"
for his oll tank, but should insist upon
gelting the right oll for his type of
Car.

We will be pleased to correspond
with you In relation to any condition
pertaining to dentnl work. Twenty
years' practice in Oregon.

DR. M. A. JONES

245% Washington St
P'ortiand, Oregon,

-

I WANT A REPORT

on produce conditions in your section.
Write me and 1 will advise YOU on
miarkets, ‘

FRANK TEMPLETON

Produce Expert,
126 Front 8t, Portland, Oregon.

WANTED—FARM LANDS
We have city property to exchange
tor farm lands, Tell us what you huve.
We will conwider Hvestock, with or
without land. Wil exchange wostern
land for Eastern land or city property.

EWANK BROTHERS,
611 Northwest Building.

Mnin 4190, Portiund, Oregon,

Have the trimmings on your auto
nickel-plated, Alwo nll other kinds of
finishes on any metal.  Write for
prices.  Mall orders promplly filled,

OREGON PLATING WORKS

16th and Alder Bireets,
Portland, Oregon,

lubrication usged In'

There Is Money in Your Old Freight Bills, but You Don't Know
It—Let the Trans.Continental Traffic Association Find
It Out for You

If you are a merchant who pays rallroad or express charges we can
greatly benefit you and your business as a member of this Assoclation,
It 15 the alm of THE TRANB-:CONTINENTAL TRAFFIC ABSOCIATION
to embody all of the shippers and recelvers of freight within the states
of Oregon and Washington Into one strong shippers' assoclation,

We are o4 permanent Ingtitution for tha benefit of the merchants,
with general orm-e- maintalned at Portland,
pared at any time to handle and give expert service and Information
on frelght routing, tariff rates and classifleation, overcharge, loss and
damage claima, Intermate Commerce complaints and rate Htigation, In
fact to protect and amilst the shipper from every standpoint of his trianse

We have proved that an associatlon of this kind carries strength
und commanda reapect of the rallroads, especially tn the filing of claims
1t ls a well known fact that auditing enmpanies,
operating on a percentage of the amounts rocoversd ms overcharges,
have little respect or standing with the rallroads, and that n lurger
percentags of the claima filed by them with the carriers are deolined
due to Inck of necessary ovidence anu knowledwe required to present
clalma of merit In the proper manner so as to reach the higher authority
over the regular clerleal help of the railrowds,

To any shipper or recelver of freight the services of this association
are invaluable and no operating business can afford to be without It

We earnestly urge every merchant to
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER. Our regular memboership fef is
For thirty days we will deduct this fee from the over-
charge fund in your frelght billa and return to you 0% of the balance,
thus, without any cash outlay, you are made a membaer of one of the
strongest and mont efficlent traffic organizations in the Wesl,

Write Us Today

YON WANT A WEALTH OF HAIR
Of course you do. 1 can gel results
for you, so let me tell you how my
treatment will cure diandruff and stop
falling hair, Write now for (nfor-
matlon,
LELIA GRIMES,

Attention!!

This associatlon I8 pre-

tuke advanlage of our

The Trans-Continental Traffic
Association

411-412413-414416 Panama Building
Portland, Oregon




