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CHAPTER I—Jennle Woodruff cone
temptuously vefuses to marry Jim Ir-
win, young farm hand, because of his
financial condition and poor prospeats.
He in Intellpctunlly above his station,
and has udvanced ideas concerning the
fuulhllmu of sxpert schiool teaching,
or which he s ridiculed by many.

CHAPTER Il.—More as a Joks than
otherwise Jim ls selected as (encher of
the Woodruft district sehool

CHAPTER ITL—Jim, in his new posi-
tlon, sets out tg make stanch friends
of his puplle, espscially two hoys, New-
ton Bronmon and “Buddy' Simms, the
latter the son of a shiftless farmoer,
Colonel Woodruff, Junnle's father, has
little faith in Jim's ideas of {improving
rural educational methods. He nlek-
names him the "Hrown Mouse,” In 1l-
lustration of an anecdote,

CHAPTER IV.—Jim'as conduct of the
sohool, where he endenwvors Lo teavh
the children the wonders of noture
and wome of the selentile methods of
farming, as well as “book learning.”
i condemned

CHAPTER V,—Jennle Waoodruff Is
nominted for the pesitlon of county
muperintendent of schools, The schoul
board grows bitter In Ita opposition
to Jim and his Innovations.

CHAFTER VIL—At a publle mesting
Jim roundly condemns the methods of

teaching In the rural sclools, and
makes no friends thereby,
CHAPTER VIIL—A delegation of

prominent women condemn Jlm's meth-
oda of teaching, but he ts stoutly de-
fended by his puplls, especiglly Newton
Bronson.

CHAPTER VIIL—Jim has Christmas
dinner at Colonel Woodrum's, and lis-
tening to him, Jennie begins to do some
thinking concerning hils abllity and
his prospeocts,

SHAPTHER IX.—In the evenlng Tim,
ae well us he knows how, courls Jon-
nie, without, however, muklhg mueh

progress, though ehe is quickly loalng |

her poor opinion of him.

CHAPTER X.—Jennle, slected county
superintendent of schools, recelves 8o
miany ocomplaints from people of the
district concerning Jim's methods of
tenching that she finds heraelf com-
pelled formally to ask for his reslgna.
tlon. After ghe ham left, Jim s v]aited
by Colonel Woodruff, who atrongly
urges him to refuse to rtesalgn, and
offers to back him.  Jim agrees to
stick, for a while at least,

CHAPTER XL—A meeting of the
school hoard, which had been guthered
to “get” Jim, ls confronted by Jennle
who upholds him. He conducts an ex-
amination of his puplls ut the moet-
Inf, to prove that he (8 not neglecting
thelr "hook learning” by the Introduc-

tion of other subjects which he son- |

siders of Importance. The aplendld
saowing made by the children converts
many, who had doubted, to His views,

The Chlengo papers Had o news Item
whieh coversd the result of the ex-
aminations: but the greéat sensatiom of
the Woodrnf® distriet luy in the Sun-
dpy feature currled by vne of them,

It had g pictare of Tl Tewin, #nd
one of Jennle Woodmif—the Intter at-

thentie, and the former glenned from
the morgue, and apporently the por-
trnlt of o hunber-Juck.,.  There was

also a very free treatment by the car
toonist of Mr. Simms carrying o riffe
with the Intentlon of shooting up the
school bonrd In case the declslon went
apaingt the schoolmuster,

"When it bhecame known sald the
news story, "that the schoolmoster hnd
het his Job on the proficlency of his
fehiool in studies supposed and nlleged
to have been studiously npglected, the
exvitement rose to fever heut, Loeal
sparts bhet freely on the
odds being eight to five on Genernl
Proficiency ngalnst the feld, The feld
was Jim Irwin und his sehool. And
the wauy those rura] kids rose in thelr
might and ate up the texthooks was
simply scendulous, When the fight was
over, and the dead and wounded cared
for, the school bogrd and the county
superintendent were to ndult
thot they wished the avergge school
could do ns well under n simllyr test,

this result

forcel

“The loeal Mre. Dooley is Cornellus

cliass of children testing and weig?
milk, exunmining gralus for viability
and  foul planning crop rota.
tlons, judging gralns and live stock
was su new In that county as to be the
real sensation of the institute.

Two persons were @ good deal em-
barrassed by the success of the ex-
hibit. Onpe was the county superin.
tendent, who was constantly in receipt
of undeserved compliments upon her
wisdom In fostering reslly “practical

ung

spedls,

Us
Things”
work In the schools™
Jim Irwin, who was becoming fumons,
and who felt he had done nothing to

“Come and Tell About Those

The other was

deserve fuine, Profesgor Withers, an
extension lecturer from Ames, took
Jim to dipner at the hest lotel In the
town, for the purpoge of tulking over
with him the needs of the rural
sehiools,

“You've got to eome down to our
farmers’ week next year, and tell us
uhout these things," s=ald he to Jim,
*Cuan't yon't"

Jim's bruln reeled. e go to a gath-
ering of renl educators and tell his
erutde notlons!  How could he get the
money for his expenses? But he had
that gueness which goes with
preme confidence In the thing denlt
with,

“T'N come,” sald he,

“Thank you," =old the Ames man.
*There's & smull honorarium attached,
you know,"

Jim was staggered. He tried to re
member whot an honornrium 18, Was
lie abliged to pay an honerariom for
the chunce to speak before the college
gathering? Well, he'd save money and
pay it.

“I=I'll try to take care of the hon
orarium” sald e, “1'l come.”

The professor lnughed. It was the
first joke the gungling Innovator had
perpetratod,

"It won't bother you to tike eqre of
It." wald he, “but if you're not too ex-

s11.

[ travagant It wiil PUY  YOUr eXpenses

Pwent baek to the audiforium,

and give you n few dollurs over,”

Jim breathed more freely. An hon-
oraritm was pald to the person recelv-
Ing the honor, then, What u rellef |

“Al right,” he exclshoed, “1lI be
glad to edmpe!”

“Let's consider that
the professor, “And now I must
golng back to the  opern-lionse,
ik soll slekness comes
tell winter
Liessiny

But Jim wus not able to think muach
of the winter whedt prollem ne they
He
waorth the apprecintion: of n eollege
professor, realned ro think op the vory
matters Jim hnd boen so long mulling
over in 1solation and blindpess !

Calista Simms  thought

fsettled,” snld
he
My
next. 1
crop hins

on
Yol

the whent

WwWhs

5

she sivw

| something shining and santdike ahont
Lthe comely face of her teacher as he
| came to her gt her post In the room

| dren whose work

Bonner, 8 member of the ‘hoard,” When |

nsked for o statenient of his views af.
ter the county superintendent had de-
cided that her old sweetheart wan to
be allowed the priceless boon of earn-
Ing forty dollars & month dueing the
remainder of his contract, Mr, Bonner
giid, ‘Aside from heing licked, we're
all right. But we'll get this guy yet,
don't fall down and ferglt thut!
“‘The examinations tind to show,'
siild Mr. Bonner, when asked for his
opinlon on the result, ‘that In orrerder

to larn anything you shud shtudy
somethin® {lse. But we'll git this guy
it

“Jim," sald Colonel Woodruff, as
they rode home together, “I'm just be
ginning to understand what you're
driving 4t. And I llke belng a wild-
eyed ‘reformer more and more.”

CHAPTER XII
At the Farmeres’ Institute,
Every lown county hus U8 Furmers
institute. Usually It Is held In the
connty =eat, and Is a gmthering of
furmers for the purpose of lstening

Improving discysslons and addresses
hoth Instroctive and entertaining. The
Woodruff district was Interestsd In
the I[nstitute, lowever, because of the
fact thut a rural-school eshibit
one of [ts Teatnres thut year, nnd that
Colonel Wooldruft had sécured an
urgent Invitation to the school to tuke
part in f.

Creh erhihite are now & I‘I'Il'lll‘f'lll!"

was |

In which the school exhibit was held
Clulisty wus in churge of the Uttle chil-
wits 10 be demon-
stented that day, and was In n stote
of exultntion to which lier sturved be-
Ing hud bitherto been o stranger, Por
haps there was something similar in
her condition of fervent hippiness to
that of Jim. She, too, was doing some-
thing outshide the sourdld lfe of the
Slmma eabin. She yeurned over the
childeen in her oure, und would have
bemn glad to die for than—and hesldes
wits not Newton Bronson In ehirge of
the ¢orn exhiblt, and o member of the
eorn-Judging 1eam?

To the eves of the town gltls who
passed about among the exhibits, she
wns poorly deessed ; but If they could
lave seen the clothes she hnd worn on
thut evening when Jim Irwin first
eulled at thele cnbin they could paer-
hups have understood the sense of
well-being nnd happlness In Calista's
soul at the feeling of her dress, nnd
the "boughten” clonk she wore—nand
wny of them, even withoot knowledge
of thls, might have understood Calis
ta's Joy nt the knowledge thut Newton
Bronson's eyes were on her from Lils
stutlon by the big plllar

“Hello, Callsta!™ sald Jim,
ure you enjoying It7"

HOh 1" sald Callsta, and drew n long,
long breath, “Ah'm enjoying wyse'f
right much, Mr. Jim."

“Any of the home folks coming in
to peet”

“Yes, seh” answered Callsta. “Al
the achool bosrd have stopped by this
morning.”

Jim looked sbout him. There they
were now, over in a corner, with thelr
heads together, He went townrd them
hin face still beaming with that radi-
aunce which had shone so plainly to
the eyes of Calista Simms, but they
saw In It only u grin of exultution over
Liis defest of them at the hearing he
fore Jennle Woodruff, When Jim had
dlrawn 80 close as almost to eall for
the extended hund, he felt the repul
glon of their attitudes und sheersd off

“IMow

| o0 some pretended errund to a dark

comer aeross the room.
They resumed thelr tulk.
“And as I was sayin'”

went on

Bonner. “I want to get thls guy, Jim
s . ..

lers would ke to have some one elss,
I won't run, and If the vight feller ig
numed, TN line up whut friends I got
for him."

“You got no friead can glt as many
wotes as you cun,” sald Peterson. *]
tank you better run.”

“What say, Ez?7" asked Bonner,

"Sults me all right,” sald Bronsoh,
“T guess we three have had our fight
out anid understand each other.”

Y1 don't llke the way Colonel Wood-
ruff acts,” sald Bouner. “He rounded
up thut gang of kids thar shot us gll
to pleces at that hearing, didn't he?"

“T tank not," replied Peterson. *1 |

tank he was yust lnterested In how
Yennle managed It."

"Well" soid Bonner,
take o lot of interest in this exhibltlon
here. 1 think we'd better watch the
colonel, That decislon of Jennle's waus
erooked. "

“Vell,” sald Hankon Peterson, “tall
of erookedness wit' Yennle Woodruf¥
dom't get wery fur wit" me.

“Oh, T don’t mean :'lﬂ}'ﬁlhlz bad,
Hankon," replied Bonner, “but I
wosn't an all-right decislon. 1 think
she's stuck on the guy."

The cancus hroke up after making
gure that the three members of the
school board would be as one man in
mnintaining a hostile front to Jim
Irwin und his tenure of office, It
looked rather like a foregone conclu-
sion, In a little distriet wherein there
wore sparcely twenty-five votes. The
three members of the board with their
Immediate friends and dependents
couldd muster two or three ballots each
—aud whio wus there to oppose them?

CHAPTER XIHl
The Colonel Takes the Field,

Jim stood spart and slone with his
thoughts after his rebuff by the cau-
cusing members of the school 'lmu:'l:.

“L doen't see,” suld a volee over
agninst  the cooking exhibit, “wluit
there Is In this to set people tulking
Buttonholes ! Cookies! Humph!™

It was Mis, Bonner who had clearly
seoff.  With her was Mrs
Bronson, whose attitude was that of
& persoy torn between conflieting in
fluences, Her hasband hod Yodieated
to the erafty Bonner and the subtle
Peterson that he was still loyal to the
school board, but while consarting
with' the eensgorlous Mrs. Bonner she
evineed restiveness when the school
und its work was condemned. Was not
lier Newton in charge of a purt of this
show? Wus he not an open and de-
flant ehmwplon of Jim Irwin, and o
constant and  enthusinstic attendant
upon, not only his clusses, but a varl-
ety of evening and Saturday afalrs?
And hed not Newton become # better
boy—a waonderfully better boy?

Mrs. Bronson's heart was Alled with
resentment that she ulso could not be
enralled among Jim Irwin's supporters.
And when Mrs, Bonner sneered ut the
buttonholes and cookies, Mre. Bronson,
knowing how the |lttle fingers had
puzzled themselves over the one, and
young fuees hud become floury and red
over the other, flaved np & little,

"And 1 don't see," suld she, “any-
thing to laugh at. I'd like to help
them."

Mrs,
dlplomunt

oome to

Buanuer
ta be

was far oo gosd n
corgeted In the shne
enclosure with o rupture of relations,

“Amd quite right, too” sald she.
“The Nitle things ought to be el s

-0t home pnil by thiele mothers,

“Well,™ sald Mrs. Bronson, “toke
them Slmms girls, now. They have to
have heip outside thelr home"”

"Yes" sgreed Mre, Bonner, “and g
lot thore lelp thun s farmthand can
#ive 'em In scehool. 1 shouldn't wonder
If there was a lot we don't know about
why they come north.”

YAs for that,” replled Mre, Pron-
son, "1 don’t know us it's any of my
husiness 6o long as they hehave thems
selvies.”

Agnln Mrs, Bonner felt the situns
ton getting out of hand,

"Aln't It some of our business?™
she querled, “T wonder now! By the
wiy Newtle keeps his eye on  that

Shoms giel, T shouldn't wonder if it
might turn out your business."

“Palinw 1"  scoffed  Mes,
“Tuppy love!"

Bronson,

“You ean’t tell how far §'ll go," per-
slated Mre, Bonner. “I tell you these
gchools nre getting to be nothing more
than sparkin' hees, from tlie county
superintiendent down."

“Well, muybe,” said Mrs. Bronson,
“but T don't see eparkin® In eversthing
boys und glrls do us quitk ux some,”

T wonder,"” snld Mrs. Honner, “If
Colotel Woodraf would be gs friendly
to Jim Irwin §f he knew thut every-
bhody suys Jennle declded lie was to
keep his certif-kit because she wants
him to get along In the world, go he
can marry her?”

“T don't know as she & so very
friendly to him," replied Mrs. Brone
son; “and Jim and Jeonle are both of
nge, you know."

"Yes, but how about our schools
beln’ ruined by a love sffalr? Interro-
gated Mrs. Bonner, us they moved
mway. “Aln't that your business and
miner”

Instead of desiring further knowl-
edge of whut they were didcussing,
Jim felt a dresdful disgust st the
whole thing. Jennle was agalnsgt him,
he believed, and us for her being In
love with him—tn henr these women
discuss It was Intolerable. He felt his
face madden ns at thi henring of sof
horrible Indecency. And while he wis
raging Inwardly, paying the penalty of
a publicity to whieh be was not
hardened, he heard other voloes Pro-
fessor Withers, County Superintendent
Jemnle and Colonel Woodraff w
waking wn Inspection of
schoal exhibit,

“I hear he has been having some

vl

the

Turile

. trouble with Wls sclicol bomrd” the

|
“he seems to |

ceedings before me to revoke his cer-
tiffente”

"On what grounds?"

"Incompetency,” answered Jennle.
“I found that his puplls were really
golug very well in the regular course
of study—whichi he seems 1o be neg-
lecting.™

“I'm gind you supported him," sald
the professor, “I'm glad to find you
helplng him."

“Renlly," protested Jennle, “1 don't
think myself—"

“What do you think of hig notlons?"
nsked the colonel

“Very advanced" replled Professor
Withers, “Where did he imbite them
all "

“Ie's o Brown Mouse," sald the col-
onel. "A phenomenon in heredity—per-
haps a genlus™

“Ah, T see” replied the professor, “a
Mendeliun segregution, you mean?*

"Certainly,” sald the colomel, *“The
sort of mwind that imbibes things from
Itself,”

“Well, he's ruther wonderful,! de-
clared the professor. “I lsd him to
lunch today, He surprised me. 1 have

invited him to mike an address st
Ames next winter durlng furmers'
week."

“Hel"

Jennle's tone showed her estonish-
ment. Jlm the underling. Jim the off
ox, Jim the thorn In the county super-
Intendent’s side, Jim the country
tencher! It was stupefying.

“Oh, you mustn't judge hlm by his
looks," suld the profesgor., 1 reully
do hope he'll tuke some ndylee on the
mgtrer of clothes—piut on a8 eravat and
& different shirt apd coller when he
comes to Ames—but 1 have no doubt
Le will.”

“He buasn't any other,” sald the col-
onel.

“Well, It won't slgnlfy, If he hns the
trith to tell us" sald the professor,

“Hus he?" asked Jennie,

“Miss Woodraff," replied the pro-
feseor edrnestly, “he hus  something
that looks toward truth, and some
thing we need. Just how far he will

“l Have Invited Him to

Address,”

Make an

Ro, Just what he will amount to, It Is
Impessibie w sy, But somsthing must

be done for the ruaral scehools—sote
thing nlong the lines he ls teying 1o
follow, He B n strygeling soul, and

You won't ke
any mistnke If you muke the thost of
Mr. Irwin'

Jim slipped out of n side door anid
fledd He started howme, on fool 8s he
hatl come. A mille or so put he was
overtnken by the eolonel, driving
briskly wlong with room In his tuggy
for Jim.

“Climb In, Jim!" sald he, “Dan and
Dolly didn’t like to see you walk."

“They're looking fne," suld Jim,

There 18 o good desd to shy when-
ever horse lovers get together,
But when Jim had nlighted at his own
door, the colonel spoke of what had
beéen In lls mind all the e

“L suw Bonner and Haonkon and Ez
doing siune ecoucusing toduy,
WLy expect Lo elect
bonerd nguin”

e s worth helpiong.

tWwo

sinld he,
Bonner Lo the

“Oh, I suppose 80, replicd Jhn
“Well, whnt shall
usked the ecolonel.
Jim wias gllent,

we do about 1t

Heore wns o mntter

on which he really had no eas ex-
cept the bromd and generul one that
truth g mighty and shall prevoll—hot

thut the speed of {ts forward muarch Iy
problematical

"1 think,” suld the enlonel, “that It's
up to us 1o eee that the people huve g
chance to deride It's really Bonter
aguingt Jim Irwin™

“What you need IS o oman to take
thit office awny from Bonner.™

“Well, 'm free o gay I don't Enow
thut any one eun, but 'm willing to
try. 1 think thut In about n week 1
ihn!l puss the word wround that T'd

19k
bourd.”
Jim's
Aorkened,
“Even
Colonel."

“Muyhe™

iy countey an the school

foce lighted up—and then

then they'd be two to one,
replied the eolonsl, “and
muybe not. That would have to he
figured on, A eracked log spllits sasy.”

“Anvhow." Jim went an, “whoat's the

__Job Prin-ti_ng—‘
SEE US

When in need of any-
thing in the line of neat
and attractive Printing.

"Why, Jlm™ sild the colonel, “yon
aren’t getting short of hreath are you?
I thought you good for the mile, and
you rren't turning out n quiirter horse,
are you? 1 don’t know what all it Is
you want to do, but I don't belleve
you can do it In nine months, can
youi"

“Not In nine years!" replled Jim.
“Well, then, let's plan for ten yenrs,"
#nld the colonel., “I alu't golng to be-
come a réeformer at my tlme of life na
a tewporary job. Wil you stlek If
we can swing the thing for you1"

“T will,” sald Jim, In & manner of &
person tuking the vows In some sol-
emn  Initintion,

Al rlght,” guld the eolonel, “We'll
keep qulet and see how many votes
we can muster up nt the election, How
muny can you speak for?'

Jim gave himself for n few minutes
to thought. It was a new thing to
him, this matter of musterlng votes—
and & thing which he had always
looked upon as ruther reprehensible,
The citizen should go forth with no
coerclon, mo persuasion, no suggestlon,
and vote his senthments,

“How many eoun you round up?*
persisted the colonel

“I think,” sald Jim, “that T can
speak for mysell uud Old Man Simms "

The colonel lnugued,

“Fine politiclan 1" he repeated, "Fine
paliticlan ! Well, Jim, you round up
yourself and Old Man Slmms and 'l
see what I ean do—10'll see what 1 cun
(lo lrl

{To be continued)

Hitching Horseless Buggles.

Because of belng pestered by motor
thefts a small town In California hns
met up m row of concrete hitching
posts on the main street for the use
of motoriste.  ‘When the farmers drive
In for thelr Saturday shopping now
they drive the car up to the hitching
rull, as [n bygone duys, und chaln the
wheels to the nedrest oost

Deep Human Touch to
German Children’'s Fund

The Altrua ciub of Oswego,
Or., had $15 in its treasury and
after hearing of the pitiful condf- |
tien of milllons of German chil-
drep, officially confirmed b
Ameorican agents, voted unagl-
mously to give the money to thd
fund bejng raiged in Portland By
the American committee {0} re-
lief of German childred. G

Anton Mell, a young mag téni
pararily working in Pug'uﬁoi.
rend of the situation and spnt
his pars book on the TUnited
States National bank Ig Poit
lngd, with an order to pay $60
from his savings account towdrd
the fund. He had but g fefy
dollars left. i 1

The Meatcutters' union ol
Portland wvoted §900 trq@ ita
treasury. b

Many other similar instances
could he cited.

\ ———
First Leviathan W as Failure

The first attempt to provide trans-
atlantle travelers wilth a vessel that,
in glze and magnificence, would be &
flonting hotel, wns mude (n the bulld-
Ing of the Great Bastern, The lnunch-
Ing of this huge ship, for some time
enlled the Leviathan, wus commencad
November 2, 18067, but owing to the
difficulty of moving the enormous
welght, the wvessel was*not finally
aflont untll early In 1858,

The secret of manuging =0 large o
HUner had not yet been learned, nnd
the Great Enstern was from the first
a white elephunt to her owners. Her
only renl gervice was In the Inying of
Atluntie cables, 8he mnde her last
voynge 35 venrs ago, and was then
dlsposed of a8 junk. The plonger
Leviathun had n length of 602 feet
and a tonnage of 27,000~—Detroll

News,
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the individvual Safe

receive when kept in

" for rent at the rate of

[imited.

Farmers and

Forehanded
People

Inside of the vault of the bank are located

tained for those forehanded people who want
the BEST OF PROTECTION for their
valuables. Bonds, stocks, insurance policies,
mortgages, records, receipts, jewelry, trink-
ets, etc, deserve better protection than they

or hidden away somewhere.

This bank has these Safe Deposit Boxes
up, according to the size of the box. It offers
you the opportunity fo keep your valuables

! where it keeps its own, Rent a Safe Deposit
* Bux today, for the number now vacant is

National Bank
HEPPNER, OREGON

Deposit Boxes main-

an office safe, tin box

two dollars a year and

Stockgrowers

Thomson Bros.

See our line of

.~ OUR STORE is head-

~ quarters for seasonable
| merchandise.

] We can feed and clothe the whole
i family from soup to nuts and

from hats to shoes

~ uits =4 Qvercoats
for Men and Boys




