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his arrival s In hopeless bewllderment,

CHAPTER VIL—WHhile Almee |8 secretly
visiting Georgine at Jervaulx, the place is
burglarized, Almes estapes,

CHAPTER VII1,—Georgink learns, with
much rellef, that Almee hss got away.

CHAPTER 1X.—Police Inspector Panke
decides that the robbery ls the work of
“Jack the Climber” and "Calamity Katae,"
nloted thleves, who travel un & motorcy-
cle.

CHAPTER X.—Billy, aware of his
“partner's” nocturnal jnunta, lg troubled.

e follows her, on the Sphinx, to Jer-
vaulx, He hears the commotion, at once
suspects burglary, and follows two lgures
on a motorcycle who ars apparantly In a
desperate hurey. Cornering the pair, Billy
knocks out & man who attempts to shoat
him, pleking up a packnge the fellow hau
dropped. He discovers the other fugltive
to be a woman. Stopping to ald her, she
strikes lim with a stone, repdering him
unvonscloun, and the pair escape.

L2 FER X1.—Reoovering, Billy dis.
¢ package he had pleked up (8 o
contiaining emeralds. Realis
ing they must be part of the loot
Jervaulx, he starta for the abhey
way he meers Almes, with the police
purguit. In a secure hiding place. o o
among the crag plts, Almes t2lls h
whole story. He urges th 3
frank confesslon to her fa f
flection both realize Almes's good name
has been oo amiged by her two nights
stav af lvv tha e

CHAPTER XTL—Agsurlng Almee he
Has a plan to save her, Billy [edves her in
the oave and;, procesding to Jervaulx, re-
stores tha emeéralds to the astounded
Lady Erythea.

CHAPTER XIIL—Helecting any re-
ward, after explaining how the emeralds
came into his possesaion, Billy ncoepts the
position of chauffeur to lady Erythea,
meeing In the situntion a promise of n way
out of the embroglio.

CHAPTER XIV —Realleing what her
father's visit to Jervaulx would mean,
Almee goes secretly to her home, dlsnbles
the family auto, thus preventing his jour-
ney, and induces s parlormzid to let her
take her plice at Jervaulx,

e
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CHAPTER XV.—Alexander recogmizes
Almee a5 the wommin on the motoriyvele
which ran intp the Lambe carringe, do-
nouncing her as “Calamity Kute,! Gear-
gina « e8 Almee’s identity. Hearing
her story, Alexander consenta to Keep Lie
secrel,

CHAPTER XVI—Alexander fi

s him-

self very miuch In love with Ueorgina.
CHAPTER XVIL—=The appronching vis- !
it of Ale wdy [Hann (wha,
of colirss, | 'bringa congter-

nation to the two girls

initor to
-
in ths
Junspeo,
Diann,

I.’KI-I\‘IJ: appari-
an his o

For once Alexuander was oy 0 loss
He bnd turned very pale. Georginn
came nolily ta hls rescoe

A lexh " she fillntly, vt
artledlntely, “hias ssked me to he his
wife And, with desperate confusion

el —"mny 17
wonet  clittered on  the
¥ e e
n mmce
dentr ehllil” she excluimed,
'qu-'l.:' teorginn  warn i both
cheeks, “I delighted [noy Frr

er anil kissa] Alexur

thea reipase

der. "You have made me very, very
happy. The match I8 In every way
idesl. Alexander, you will have Inust

such a wife as 1 should have chosen
for you—aund 1 never theught you
watild have the sense to chooses one at
mil. My dear Almee, your excellent
father, 1 am sure, will he n= plensed
sbout this as 1 am™

Genrginag felt her knees piving way
She stooped and recovered the ear
trumpet,

“W.would you mind not telling any-
body for just o day or two?" she sald
desperutely, "We have toid you, but
wie—J—{pel—"

Lady Erythes smiled
Ix romuntic
sorginn’s cheek
see’

41" she sald
"Well, well

rmed and diﬂqu[}l’:ﬂfﬂn[_h?ﬂ!‘!! |

He addressed the remark to the dry
and unresponstve soll, Dilly's attitude
at the moment was unusunl, He wos
close to the footputh along which he
had wheeled the Sphinx, nfter the en.
counter with the motoroyele thieves on
the night of the burglary.

That event was now many duys old,
yet no rialo had fallen o the weanthoe
and here and there the track of the
Sphinx's tires was faintly visible In
the dried mud—to anyone who had un-
usunlly good eyes.

“If they've wot a Scotland Yard
sharp down here now,” reflected Billy,
“nnd he goes over the ground, It's just
possible he might see what that fool
luspéctor ut Stanhoe never tumbléd to,
Thut there were two motoreyeles, nnd
ot one, it the pince where Jack the
Climber gor ditched, If they were to
truck up the Sphlox now It wonld he
mighty awkward. They' voms
nect hier with Almee und But I
gupss It's an outside chonoew,

The sllght lmpression of o tire mark,
i [Hle to the rlght of the poath, caught
hix eye. 1t hud passed over o soft
mnle Wil and was clearly  defined.
Billy paused, und inspected it with a
new Interest,  The fashion of hig
countensnee chinnged; he went down
on linds and knees, and looked very
closely Intledd,

"Spikes ! exelaimd Billy. He rose,
and quartered the ground earefully for
# consldérable distance In elther dl-
rection. The grouml was too hard to
show any continuous track, But mole
hills were plentifol, end some way far-
ther on he found wnother lso

q00m

Showlng the print of & tire,
“It's thes sume, And not the Sphinx's

thee, by o mile!™ sald Billy, knitting his
brow. “This one was steelstydded,”
With growlng perplexity he mnde a

cluse vximin

lon of the soll, npnd pres.

ently  digeoversd other traces, There
wore n few footprints nnd, Miot thongh
they weore, they hore some very mnried
chiitnoteristlcs

iy | ‘up stinlght PHVE @
Lejuade) The furrows {n hls
brow deepened. He earelidd hie Inves-
tgutions #01 further but to-
ward the henlthy comimog » goll wns
light, wind-blown stind  that shifted
with every fresh hreoze There were
no triacks left. The seeker wis ht 8
[TTE]

Billy stopped and reflected riplily

It eutoe this way, whatever it was."
lie suld “Thut why on eareth did Ip—

Let's start from the begin.

country and

bhripk-

Juck

LT
the )

v mindds

trhoEs. VEFY 100
pled, of the | h

machine Limd fallen " WEre Bow
dried and hard. Billy aléo recognized

whnt were evidently the
the Stanhoe pollee

"A herd of steers wonlin't have
made more mens” sald Bllly, “And
Panke found nothing after all, or he'd
have— Well, I ean't blow much, aither,
I've been hers twice since, but never
got wise te It till now"

He turned back down the Iane to-
ward the highwsy, his eyes noting the
reunliest detalls of the ground

hoof mnrks of

o hnnt hos p ;!’ru‘,‘

When a e
terided cnlo T s ot adelinhle ta
e N ro aentnrs talor of the same
srrengfl " minurity., me It would
form fon wTiking # oontrose. A safe
rile 8 o seleet Hghrer tints or darker
shades of the ariginal eolor for irim-
wing. The remarks made regarding

good comblnstions hold good for trim
miug ulso,

"

“Great Caesur's  ghost he sald.
“Who'd have expected this? Now—If
I ean pick up the other track, I'll have
the gome in my hands!"

He hurrlied In the direction of the
distant crag-pits, then suddenly polled
up short and glanced at his wrist-
watch,

“Almee 1" he exclaimed,

He had an appolntment with Almes
at five, and an urgent one. It wns nls
rendy past the hour. Billy set off at
a run, and In ten minutes reached the
rendezvous, Almee was there alroady,
In o rongh serge walking-clonk and w
Bnooks hat trlmmed with ealico vlo
lets.  In of the ecostume she
looked yividly lovely,

spite

YME Chanffeur, salll Almes, goevores
Iy, “I don't Know If you think 1 wont
i wusle my afternoon off ke ”lﬂ‘.l
Youre lite" ]

“T'my gorry,” pantéd By
quirk ns I could

“"Whnat are wyou
abont?’ she

1
“Came ag

looking  exclted |
eveing Ll »-1:.-[-I-|
clongly, |

“Oh—Just seelng you,” hlurted Billy

“That Isn't true

s i,

I've never seen you
look exclted before, You've found out
gomelhing. What l& ey

Billy puused, |

“It'a true. T have found ont some-
thing," he sald quletly, “but there's
mure to do, and T haven't quite all the
cnrids Inomy hands, 1t's the mogt umuz-
Ing stunt wet. I'H tell you shout it
the moment 've got 1t set”

Almee looked at him wlistfully,

"I'don't think you ought to hiive any
sectets from your partner,” she sald,
"I nlwnys téll you everythineg”

"Lrlve me tll tonlght," plended Billy
“I hate to talk mbout it now, It's ugly.

Bllly Stared Before Him Qloamlily,

By tonight we shall have elther won or
lost—but we'll win! Wil you trust
me?"

Almee seated herself on the turf be
nesith the sweetbrinrs

“All right then," khe sald happlly.
“Let’s forget our troubles for a hit
it down—ynu look so tall, towering
up there, that I can hardly see you
and I'U tell my news
interesting than yours

It's much more

T you know

thnt lexander has got hlmself en
giged 1o my desr fut Oeorgle, and
they're 1diutienll ny

“Has het ¥ dropping be
glde her, G n she'sn re
trutnp of n girl, that, And the par=on's

g% they make them—be's a

“l1 menn that, How can you?
Hitle hollday Is over, Billy."

His fingers closed on the turf on
elther slde of him, nnd dug deep.
“T naderstand. It's up to me,
morrow—we don't even know

other,"

He Jet go the turf, and caught her
handls,

“Almee ("

“Bllly

Befora elther of them koew how It
happensd, he had her In his arins,

ST can't let you go!" sald Bllly wild-
Iy, *You're the darllng of the world.
The lovellest, brichtest thing that ever
breathed,  Almee—do you think—youn
could try and love me?”

“Love youl" sald Almee, trembling,
"Who coulid help loving you, Billy ™

He held her tight nnd kigsed her.

‘1 " osald Almee,
In a stifled volee,

“Frightened—1" He held her tighter.,

“That you'd be frightened—"

"Me Y

To-
each

wis gn (righirened—

Y—of  belng  sentlmental,  panted
Almee

Biliy felt stunned,

“If you knew what TUwve heen
throngh,” he anld n Mitle hoarsely,

“this past week—trying not to let youn

|

sea 10"

He Ei=sa] her nsgaln—more !hlm|
once. Then he sat hack, his head In
a whirl, There wnus the longest pruse
yet; a slience that seemed Interml
nabile,

They were recalled to earth by &

StROCATO nolse.

“Sap! Yap! Yap! Yap! TYipe
yipe!"

Almee and Blly started violently
A small white Mghtsnd terrler. with
ite four lege braced, wag barking at
them exoltediy, but not wholly with
di=upproval

Altnee Telt stricken ns thonue! hy n

andden par B8 Hahiton the
stond iy Krythea, orect and rlgtd
The gl In ligr e¥es wog the glure
of g i ying Gorgon
CHAPTER X X1l
Not Gulity,

The gullty palr tn thelr feet,
Almes, frim ros) L bisid futhiogd ex
tremely pules  Thore wos v X
euse fof 1t Landy Ervtheg's
glon wus enough to unnerve i i
est heart

“And this ™ In vodde ke the flpsh
inF of 8 molar's gedr-box, "In the faoe
of my i 1 Yol o ik
chnrged b i o Niep townrds
Almes, "And ys for vou

B Liqtas aii] | lurge fguri be
fweisn Lher

| f son | i npy

TLRCIL | I ¢ Ll '
to e [ [ t ThnKe
them ot i

Hig voles was quiet and respoetfi)
Rut his chin ni U] remnrkalily
high, and hls Ups compressed dangar
ounly

Ludy Ersthen struggled for hreath

“Are you pressiiming.” she sald, In
A strangled vo “to dietate to me!"

Mr. Willlam Bpencer hoowed

*I hope—my lady—that It will not

he necessary. What | do presume |

to defend Miss—Sn-ks—ugrlnst any
repronches whatever. Thin s her
afterncon off”

Almee looked nt them heth—espes

then. And for anee

clally nt Lady F

the “sund.™ on whirh she had so often
een complimented) erted her, Al
mee turned suddenly and fed

The terrier, under the impresslon
that 1t was sl gn ext Interest
Ing game got up for him amusemant
purs wdd her ot r sht  rotnd he
huwhes, giving t XL

Billy kept his eyes flyed on the 1t
t=ailer

“If you reqgnire ng explnnation, Lar

plnee Just outslde the park boundary,
my lndy," sald DBy gravely, “and 1
was obliged to make use of the small
amount of free tlme at my disposnl,”

Lody Erythen drew s long bresth,

“1 am making unpreeedented allow-
ancey for you, Spencer,” she sald,
“sinen 1 cannot forget how far 1 am
Indebted to yvou for the recovery of
my emernlds, I 1 was under o omis
apprehension a8 to your conduct Just
now, It was natural. I wlll say no
more. But T gather from (hls cvent
thut yiu will he leaving my serviee in
uny ense, so T will mersly glve you u
week's notlee—If you are willlug to
sty 8o long."

“Yeu, T puess 1
rnther sgoom," sl
very |rve

shall be quitting
By, “bur 1L be
Indyship n
the mennthme, and T hope I glve got
Isfuetlon. But

glnd to your

many 1 take It that yvou

won't put It across —that your will not
sy wnythiing to—Amy "

“I hive nothing more to sny o the
mitter swhatever,” riplled  her lgdy-
ship abruptly.  “Humt yon most under

siund that the conduct of hoth of you

will have 10 be rigldly cireamspeot
und vorreey”

Bllly twinkled.

“"We shull be careful to glye your

Indyship no grounds for complaing"
he Wi,

Lidy Ervthea had o vague lmpres
glon thet BUly wus lnaghing at her. 1t
was stranger wtlld that she dld not
seem to feol any resentment,

“You nihy go '™ she sald, with n gos.
ture of dismlssal.

Billy snluted and  walked nwny.
She watehod his tull fgara il It hud

Lady Erythea Inspected Him.

receded sorme lttle distance, and then
reculled him,

“Eencer 1

Bllly returned. Lady Erythes
spected him through her lorgneits

YAre you sure that this 1s a Wise
thing you are dolog?’ she sald slowly
“You seem to me o somewhut superlor
young man, I think you could do
much belter for yourself”

Bllly twinkled yet more brightly

“I ahould lste to disagres with your

In

Indyship” he sald, “but I wm quite
sure T conlin't

Lady Frythen toroed and wulked
unwny with u dazed alr

Bllly passed through the gate inte
the inne, und wade for the abhey nt
hils hest apoed He hoped that Almes
mighl e waltlog for him somewhers
within call, but there was oo sign of

wright, from Seotland Yard,” sild the
visltor, *“1I widh to see your clhipuf-
feur, my Indy—Willlum Spencer.”

“For what purpose?’ sald her lndy-
ship, expmining him felly through her
lovgnette,

“That will transpire as soon as T
hnve seen hm" sald Arkwright a
little sharply.

A Taca peered  down  cautlously
from n second-floor window, It was
the face of Almee, very white and
senred,  She drew back quickly he-
Lind the window eurtalng, one Bind
clutehing wnd knending them tightly
ns she Hstensd

Hroes (s mean sald oy ndyship
wiltl hostiliey

wlist i “thinl you pro-
| g too wreest ey ehiufeurt I not,
what a0 you mean? He i8 the man
|~u.-- restared  the  emernlds o me,
when the poliee falled 1o poblove oy
thimg whntever, sl T lueve cipgylets
|--nn!1-!'-|u.-- In blog,  BF that veally la
Your Intentlon, It s my opinlon you
are  about to mnlie foolds of your-
selves "
Inspectar  Arkwright looked both

surpelsed ool teeltnbed,
"I nme heve with full nuthoddty, my
Tugly,"™ D sl wliraptly, “and my task

Is to clear this matier ap. Oot of
ronslderatton for sou. 1 have comis
hers guite oponly, and what my  In-
tentlons pre T piust at the moment

Evep 10 myself”
"It Is Spencer's afternoon off, 1 hes

Heve ™ sald Loady Ervthen coldly, "I
Ao not think b s on the premises."
The Inspector wns  plaioly  tnken

nhineck by hils reception
1

s 1lps tight=
Just tien o po-
Heemnn on o bleyele cime rlding -

e A thin line

Illy slong the delve. Tt wias Oonstable

Polson i

“Heg  pordon, sir,” e &nld, dige
mountinge: snd sl iting the Iinpector,
“hinve vou found the man Yull uroa
louking for heret!

UAWHY P snld Arkwrlght nhrnptly

“Well, sie, | know bl by Ight, of
ol sl Palson In o lower volgo

e chsnfMenr, I mean—nnd ng 1
Chme off thie Staphoe rorid awhille ago,
I snw somehondy ke bim + roEning the
forty-nere fNeld and golng townrils the
erugepits, 1 thought I hetrer hurey
an nnd tell youw, Mmoo sure [0 was et

“Exoelleot!  You dre o man tliat
keeps WIS eyes open,” exclnlmod In
Kpectar Arkwrleht " % Panke—
loeave the one lers,  Polson, sliow us
the wiy

he  thres of them  dounrted 1o
gether hurcledly In the direotlon. of
thic I Iiknediry

L) Erythien  wtare]l sftor them
with n o nhigne snd anxiety., She

witidl OF pe Pirey . on thie 4
pomdering i want iy In-
dibary, 1l Franblad

e three rogsing the poark,
Wit It hy o ¥» L knli nionr the
wweel-brine clap After n It e
sultatlon with Polson, Inspec Ark
wright gave nn orel The three men

spreuding oot In n wide
the crug-pits by

lower meadow

Neml-clrele,
winlk el way uf the

(Continund next wedk)

Onw of our country corresponlonta,

telling wbout a fire In lis town,
wrotle: “The Firo Department was
callsd, but not mueh damegs was
done. " —Cupper's Woekly
her Jobhnny, what s velocl

by 2

Johnny—"¥Yelocity In what a fel
low Loty go of o biee with,'"—Forocast.

Don't refude tp marry a gitl he-
caune she can't cook sShe may have
mwoney enough o pay your hoard,




