b ~ “Then you may depend upon the truth

of

y statoment, Mathow,” [ sald.  ~*Ho
8™ Ho

gave him produced
. their effect. | was o throwing of the
~ bread upon the waters.  After many

Ho spoke with a sweetness which did

mot deceive mo.

“And this prosperity. Drusilla. ‘Who
told you of it

. 1 must not say."

“Where, in what place, is tho boy?"

“That 1 shall vot vell you.™

*How is he employed, then?™

“l muost say nothing, Matbew, Do not

nslt me It s very certain that Ralph la
abve, and that he is prospering. | shall
Answer ne more guestions.”

1 will ask other people then.”

Ik of uo use” | osald hurriedly.
*Thero s no one knows except mo ~ This
wan tot true, but at the moment | was
“thinking of my mother, who eertainly did
not know

“No one knows except you' he re
peated  ~“That Is strange indeed.”

“It s very strange.”

“And how long.” he went on. “is the
mystery to be kept up™

“As long.” | replied, “as your cousin

Then his sweetness left him, and he fell
again into a madness of wrath e went
away, bowever, when he found that |
would tell him pothing.

All this time | had not written my an
wwer to Ralph's sweet letter.  The reason
was that | feared my worde would prove
#0 poor snd weak compared with his noble
language: and | was afraid besides that
what | might say would offend or disap
: him. What malden but would have
- sshamed? Yet this business with
Mathew made me resolve to lose no time,

should say in reply to the long letter which
‘1 earried in my bosom and read daily In
erder to be undisturbed, | ecarried paper
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Mathew 18 o villain. And as for yourown
pretty self, you sit down and tell hin that
shere sn't o straighter maid, nor one more
beantiful, on the banks of Coguet; while,
as for eyes and shape and rosy lips"—

“Indoed,” | cried, *1 shall tell him n
such nonsense. No, | will not tell him
such nonsense.”

“Why. bie loves theo, sweetheart. Sa)
it, child, to please him, so lonely ho Is,
and 50 far away from us. [ wish he Ll
thy pleture just now, with the pretty
blushes on tbhe c¢beeks and all. A girl
ought to be proud for such as him to full
in love with her.” !

“Ishetruly in love with we?" T said,
with tears coming into my o s, becuuse
now that the wonls were spoken 1 knew
very weoll how much | longed for that
very thing. *“Why, he says ho wishes mo
happiness with my busbaud. As if 1 could
take any husband but Ralph,

“There—there.” ho eried, *tell bim
that. Tell him that, snd it-will make him
bappy and bring him home.™

“You think suel a little thing as that
would bring him home!”

*"There's one thing,” sald the old man,
“which women ean never understand, and
that's the strength and power of love
There was s man in Lord Falkland's reg
ment-—but I cannot tell thee all the story
There was & young gentleman in the
Fourteenth, when wo were stationel at
Glbraltar, in love with a Spanish budy—
but of that nt another time, What did
.the soldler care that he got 300 the pexi
day? Amdas for the young gentlemay,
T would have dono the same—and alwuys
sasld so—-if another dozen of duels was to
gcomo after if, and him to be pinked jn
 every one. Cheerfully be would have
done tho same for sueh another charmor
Ah! he woull, snd mors; but women pover

> A

Tl Lidise mystarious words did he eu
courngo me a8 1o the fores and vehomuuo
en of the passion called love

ph was only howe wgaln, we
should have s p . 'L thought «of
this and hest no longer.  You It was
an thing which Tdid, and
this day | am unecertain as to whether |
wis justified by all tho cireumstances. |
was, besides, o dangerous thing wo do. be
cause | am convineed that nothing more
effectually turny asido the fancy of a man
for n woman—which is a dellcate und ten
der plant, even at its strongest—thin the
thouglit that she is lacking in the mod
esty and reserve which are the chotcest
virtues of n malden.  Yet | ran that dan
gor, though | Luperiled the most Uk
thing to we in ull the world, the of
my Ralph. But there'§s 4 time w speak,
as well as a time to keep silence.  What |
said was this:

“Duan Ravrn—| have now recelved
your letter, and | thank you for it with
all my heart. My father hath lost all iy
London, and is now returned to bis pative
place; we are, themelore, poor indeed, nud
bave nothing to live upon except the un
nuity which ho long ago bought for my
grandmother, who falls daily; when she
dies we shall bave nothing Also, my
futher is afilicted with a strange belle
that Le ks rich, This makes us unbappy
Mathew hath spread abroad a report that
the mill s bis. and not yours at all. by
reason of & second will, which nobody bas
seon except himself. [ fear that you wil)
Liave trouble sith your eousin. The fugle-
man Is woll and bearty, and blds we tell
you“= Herv | set forth ax many of the
messuges as | conld remeomber. “As re
gards mysell, be sule me say many things

out of hy i L hecmr For e Inves me

but | wusi not write thom down My
dear Ralph, do not eay again that vou
want me to haves husband | ahall never
marry any husband nor love any man, ex
eept yourself, if you still eontinue to love
me. ludeed. thers is no moment of the day
~if you will not think me unmaidenly to
confess this thing—when you areout of my
thoughts, and | pray night and mormng
for your safety and speedy return Ma
thow has asked mé to marry him, and Is
angered becanse | refused He baa sproad
abroud reports that you are now & high
wayman. Wil you come back to us, dear
Ralph! |am in great sadness. and | am
afraid that Mathew means some mischief
Yet | would not mar your fortune'by eall

8.—I

or at least in love, with one more worthy
than myself And If that s so. | wish
both herand you many years of happiness
and love, and sbhall only ask her to lot we
love you still as my brother. How cun
Mathew presume to court a girl who lus
known Raiph!

CHAPTER VIIL
180T THUED
Now was Mathew pulled asunder witl
i\ grievous doubi and anxlety For yw
mily might hisn enemy, as he considered
him, appear ot uny moment o demund »
siriet aceount. bat he knew very wel
that if bo pushed on his suit or attempie:
any deviltry with us. | might send 1o
Ralph and ask his protection  Yet eoulo
my story be vrue? How could | kuow
[aml | alone, of his welfare and the pluc
lof his dwelllug? Was it possible, I
thought, that such a seeret, If there wi
[any secrel, should be intrusted to tln
Keeping of amere girlt I the boy wa:
really doing well. why did be wot retun
Dots Dl twenty fiest birthday and clain s
iberitance! 8o that the mora he thougin
tbout it the more ho tried to porsusde
Limself that the thing was false Apd
L vet e owas afraid: | conld see that he was
[ continually baunted by the fenr of wip
might happen He sought we often and
begged for information concerning lis
cousin.  Next, he tried my futher, bin
his memory g= regards the lnd was quite
gone. and my mother, bt she took 6o
tarent in tho subject. and sald sbe know
|tmtlmlg about the Loy lor ber part
“Yet,” sald Mathow. “your danghte
| protends W know wheto beds and what
| be ts dolng ™
i “Then.” repliad my mother sharply.
“Lord help the mun! go and sak my
duughier
“But she will not tell me”

[ *Then how can It Hark ye. Master
'Mntiltm: you come here too often My
daughter lath given you ber answer
| She bears no love W yon; sho will have
uopo of you.  Go, then, and loave us alono
Wo wro poor enough, God knows, bt uot
so poor as to thrust  hashands an our giel
I naninst her will.  Leave us to onrselves.
gootd man, and Ay another wife ™

After this. Mathew remained quist
agaln for three or four months.  That s
Lo say, bs oame oo mom to the bouss

8o great, and reasoudbly grest, wis my
susplelon of him ‘that | was certain bo
woulid do something 16 revenge himself
upon me. or 1o get wo in his power.  Yet
I know not-—=l could not guoss—what Lo
would do, or ln what way be could Injure

—

|

me, as if the machinations of wieked men
ctn over be suspeoted and guarded uminst;
a5 if the head of him who s desperavely
wicked may pot conesive, yeu, amd exe.
ete things wiileh un lunoeeat girl would
belleve iueredible.  The first wlarm was
caused by o visit from Barbara, who camo
to seo my mother and wyself. wygether or
separately  Bhe suld sho wisa r
from her brother. who, whatever | might
sy or think, was the most forglving and
the most long suffering of men; that he
was porfectly prepaved. If | would muke
submisslon, usk pardon for the injurious
things [ bad sald, and rovea) what | knew
of Ralph, wiz., where ho was living, what
ho was doing, and what wers lis inten
tions; to puss over all, and to ko mo
ones more into favor

“Good Lond!” sald my mother. **Does
the man think be ls tho Grear Bashuww?
Fuvor, indeed!”

“Beggars,” sald Darbara, “"must not be
choosers

At theso words my mother famed up,
and asked Mistress Barbara many ques.
tions relating 1o hor bLirth, parentage,
woalth, religlous professions, personal
beanity, and so iorth, leaving ber to time
to noswer any.  This s, with respoct to
the momory of a kind purent, s manner of
gpeech common among women—oven well
bred city madams whon they are angry
Finally, sbe said that there had beon quite
enough said about Mathew's proposals,
and that he was to understand aguin. and
onee for all, that they were distasteful;
upon which Barbars coughed. and =aid
that she bad delivered her message, that
she bad no desire. for her own part, for
tho alliance, which would as eertainly be
as distasteful to herself as it waa to Mrs
Hetherington, and more so, for' her brother
bad & right w look for fortune, which
would be of much more use to him than a
baby fuce; that she was surprised, being o
messenger of peace. and sen. by & man of
substantial estate, as ull the world knew,
to bo thus treated by folk who were ax.
pected shortly to come upon the parish,
and the daughter to be glad of honest ser-
vico and s crust. But encugh sald.

*Holty toity!” erled my mother., *“This
is brave talking, indeed, from plain millers
and simple farmers. s the world going

little before Christmas. Mathew, ahe re-

peated. was of so Christian a disposition
that he was still -waiting for submission
and to know where the boy was to bo
found Shealso held out her skinny finger
in warning, and” when | laughed and re.
fused eitber to make submission or to tell
where Halph waas living, she bade me
tremble and read the first chapter of the
book of the Prophet Joel. applying verses
four to twelve (o my own case.
the last clanse, which on Inveatigation
proved to bea prophecy that joy should
wither away from the sons of men |
laonghed again, but | confess that | was
disquisted. What consequences? [ was
soon 1o discover that the woman used no
idie threat, though | believe that she did
not hersel! know anything of the aboml.
plot which Mathew was contriving
for our destruction.
This, | say, was just before Christmas.
We passed the sezson of festivity in com.
fort, thanks to s gift from Mr. Carnaby
of a moble sirloln’and some botties of
wine for my father: but on Twelfth
Night my grandmothcr, who had become
very feeblo of late, suddenly showed signa
of impending change This was a truly
dreadful thing for us, not only for the
loss of & good and allectionate parent.
which those who have faith ought not 1o
lament, but because at ber death we
should lose even the small ineome which
wo had. and there would be nothing but
the house It was with despairing looks
that my mother nnd | sut by her bedside
all that night  In the morning she died
baving been spoechless for some hours:
but. ns bappens often with the dying, she
rullied just before the end, and recovered
for o moment the power of speedh.

“Child.” she whispered Lo mo with hoer
last breath. ““thon hast been a good child
The Lord will reward thee Be of good
hope, snd pever donbt thit the bay will
return 1o be thy proteetor and thy
guide ”

Attor ber funeral | asked my mother il
she bhad any money at all  Shewold me
that on leaving London some of thelr old
friends mudo up bet ween them a purse of
A hnndred  guineas in memory of old
times, but after puyment of their small
debts and the eomt of the jl‘llll"‘ll!‘l}' frum
who had the sam of fifty five
guineas put hy for unloreseen wants-
that we must lye on this money as long
na it dnsted, after which she snpposed we
Il sharve

Fifey five guineas! Why It would lun
wan year and noguarter ot lonat with prd
denee  Fitvy five  guinegs! It was 4
little fortune o us It wonld keop us
unthl | got p letter from Ralph,. Where
upon | told my wother to bo of goml
chiver and to wait patiently and hope for
the best. She sighed, belng never o
wotns of sanguine digsposition, and fghor
ant of those secrvt springs of happiness
within me which mudo me think lightly
of present poverty

And pow you shall hear a plot of din
bolienl wickedness, which for the time
was successfl - Weall know that for a
suasor siuners are sometimes permitted
1o compiss théir own designs, but for
their surer undoing in the end.

Twao days aftar the burisl of the dwne,
at a thme when wo might bo supposed 1o
be overwhelmed by the ealamity of being
left destitute, Mathew enme Loothe cot
wgo.  He looked 111 ot ease, and his eyes
met, mine shiftily, but be apoke out with
boldness, while be produced a ledther
pecket book and turned over certain papers
within it.

“I have come, madam,” he sald address:

nable

Lamdan,

good | muge.

L e

In

not which—that Iean wo longer walt for | while some Isughed

ing my mother, but Imklng ot mw, "to'l'.ﬂ'ﬁil Tive, W Wiadtig e Tod)
you or your husband—It matters speed, would go on hiy

charitablo wuy,

the luterest on the prinelpal of my money, grve. and tears would fall from tho eyos
and that you must be propared to puy, or of the women to think that one o good

take the consequences ™
CWhat interest?  What monoy? asked
my mother

“Why. " he affected groat surprise, “is
It possible thut you ure going to deny the
doliy”

“What means the man? my mother
sald impatiently

“Noy.!" waid Mathow, smiling, but look.
Ing like a bangdog villinn the whille,
“this  passes patience | omean, madam,
my loatt Lo your Lusband ™

“What loan?” whe  roponted;
whent”

“Why." sald Mathew, “If you pretend
not to know, Lun not abliged towll you;
but alnee——:  Wall, | will tell you: |
mean this, madam, the sumof two hun.
dred pounds advanesd by e o your hus
baned, for  which, and fn security, ho
hath sssigued me s mortgage on this
house. ™ ;

My wmother was quite wise enough to
know what was meant by a mortguge. Sl
usked, but with pile fuee, where was his
morirsgy
Mathew unrolled & papor and Inid it on
the table My wother vead It through
hurriedly  Then she sank back in her
ehair and covered her fuoo with her hands,
saying

“It Is trug, my child.  Tere is thy fa
ther's signature, This is the last blow.™

“and

“Here in thy father s signature.”

Mathow rolled up the paper again and
put it in his pocket.

“Can you, madam,” ho asked, *'pay me
my money 1"

(o nak of the poor demented creature
to whom you lent It,” she replied.

*“Then.” sald Mathew, *if the monay be

pot | must sell the house.
Y-tth-.lllwlr———
*“What way ™ | asked.

“You know the way. You have only
1o tell me where the boy Is and to marry
m'ﬂ

T shook my head.

“And you, sir.” erled my mother, “‘vou

who lend monay to poor madmen for the
ruin of thelr hoass, you—a villain If aver
there was one—you think that [ would
give my daughter to auch as you?t"

“Very wall, madam, very well,” sald
Mathew, unmoved ‘Very likely the
cotlage will sell for as much as the mort.
Perhaps, if not, your husband
may earry his extravagances to a jull, us
provided by s righteaus law."”

Hero he lied, because, | beliave, my
father eould be called upon for nothing
more than the house which was his secu-
rity

My mother polnted to the door, and
Mathew went away, loaving us bowlldered
indeed  Two hundred pounds! Now, in
dowd, we were ruined.  But what hud he
done with the money?

“Mother,” | erbed, it s a black amd
base consplracy My futher has never,
sinee he eame from London, possessed a
single sixpence Think of it. If he had
a ponny we should have known it Try
to remember If ever vou saw the least
slgn of ks inwing money ™

No. thero was none  He wrote no let
ters and received none; he bought noth
ing  His clothes, which were now oid
and worn, were the same us those lie
wore when he returned home  On the
other hinnd, because he was of n gonerons
beart, e was forover miving nway what
heculled money in lnrgo suwms by menns
of deafis upon London bankers, which L
wotlll slgn and press upon, the seelplont
with kind words 7 For instance, on my
bivthday he always gmveme an ovder for
8100 on w pleee of paper. signed by his
awn hand, “Sol. Hotherington,” bididing
e | was o good  givl, go
some  fuery sod  fallils
At Chelstmas, the Now Year, Essier,
Hoods s fulr  thme,  and  othe
times of refoledng, he wonld 01 his
pochets with these valunble gifts, and
sally forth—first to the viear. with an
olfering v the poor, saying that it wis
listle merit 1o give ont of abundanee; thai
the Lo loveth w ehieerlul giver; that the
pour wir hnve alwaye with us that wrieli
ks st romeniber the fate of Dives,
andd that. for Bhis part, bo would that e
church bad all eharitios in L own hand,
so that seliismatios, profligates and per
sons withont religion should starve, with
other pithy wnd  sepsonnble  temarks
Having veesived the vienr's thanks and
glass of usquebangh 1o koep ont the mw
wir of the morning, he wonld procesl up
the village streel, the boye and gire
tonehing theld enps wnd making  couvie
mios Lo him, while the barbor wnd  blaek
smith would offer the compliments of the
supgon, with the hope that her ledyship
wis well Then he would pass the cot
tage of Hallor Nan, and wonld aall lor
out and press into Ler hand o folded
paper, saying that it wis for Chelstmas
cheur: that she must rojoles, with u digh

s,
bny myself

|
|

and generoun should slio bo so poor,

Alun! my fathor wis one of those
eonld nevor becomo rieh.

Evon whilo wo spolio of this wo heard!
outslde the voleo of my futhor ns if to

“oonflrm our words: :
“Iu 1l beeomen men of substancs, Mr.|

Carnaby, to allow poorer parisbioners to
bear the burden of such things. | will.
mysalf vopair the roof of the ehurelvat my
own charges. Nay, aly, pormit mo to take
no refusal (n this matter, 11 stand me
n £1.000 1 will do v,  Why, It In o lend-|
tug unto the Lovd; It Is a good work.”

It happened that In some way | Ill:l.l
mory influsnes over my father thin
one. That s to sny, b wonld unfolil hing
mind—soneh a5 It wis,  poor mian'—to me
with groater freadom than to my mother,|
who eould nover muke any sliow of i
tereat or belief [y lis maguificent deslgng
and eharitable soliomos. | thorefore tried
to lewm from him, if 1 eonld, the truth off
this business.  After listoning to a long!
story of his intentlons s regards the|
ehurch and the endowment of the living|
at Warkworth, 1 turned tho conversation!
upan Mathew Humblo, and asked m
fathor If ho had of lato ween and spoken;
with him. He sald that Mathow now!
avoldnd wather than sought his company,!
for which Le knaw no renson, oxespt that|
when you have oblliged s man It fre
quently happens that lio keaps out of yo
way—a thing, he said, of common ex-|
perionee in the city, where young men, in.
enutions men and unlucky men often ob-
tain assistance in the prolongstion of bilik
and loans,

(TO BE CONTINUED,

TOO MANY LAWYERS.

Hungry Ones Foment Litigation and Olog
the Wheals of Justice.

In & recont address dolivered st Ohi-
sago Judge Walter Q. Gresham declared
that the atandard in his profession was
not 4o high s it was twenty-five yoam
ago, and that tho law drew Jess and Jess
apon the ublest and best men of the na-
ton. Duvid Dudley Fisld, a lawysr of
tqual eminonce,asserted not long sge in
an addross before the Amerioun Bar As-
sociation, that one of the chlef rpasons
for this ohange was the undue multipli-
sation of lawyors. He dited the faot that
lhers wore 70,000 lawyers in the United
States against 7,000 in Germany and
£,000 in France, the number in propor-
tion to the population being more then
soven times us groat a8 in Germany and
Ave times as large as in France, ss avi-
flonce that the courts were
meon strung out indefinitely and ibe
whole machinery of justiee hampered
snd degraded by the sorambles for buai-
soad for three or four times s many
lawyers aa are needed.

There is much force in (hess siale-
ents by two of the most eminent law-
yorsof the day. It is apparent to all
sbsorvers that thore is » vast amount of
litigation fomented by hungry m
And ‘thit ‘all necossary legal
sould be done ws woll and much mose
mapidly with one-half of the bar growing
grops or making oloth and machinery.
1t is equally clear that the tendenocy of
this scramble for u livelihood s to make
the law less attractive 0 mon of the
higheat abilities and to lower the stand-
Ing of the profession, For the interonis
of the public and of good lawyors as
wall, there should be a persistent effort
on the part of law-muking bodies to sim-
plify the methods of the courts and in-
greaso the efflolenoy, I eases could be
finally disposed of in half the time now
required, the saving to the public wonld
be enormous, hundreds of postifoggers
wonlid bo driven outof the businoss and
the legal profession would gain greatly
in the respeot and confidonce of the pub-
le.~Uloveland Leader.

THE CHINAMAN'S HADES.

How the Wicked Henthen Is Kupposed to
Fare in Pluto's Kingdom.

The sixth court of holl is situatod ad
the bottom of the great ocean north of
Wiuehlo Bock, It I8 & wvast, nolsy ge-
honna, many leagues in exient, and
around it ave salxbeen wanls or antes
holls, Inthe flest ward the sinful soul
s made to kneel for long periods on hob
iron shots; In the secontd they are placed
up to thair neoks in Mith; in tho thied
they are ponnded (11 the blood enosout:
in the fourth thelr mounths aeo oponed
with red-hot pincors and filed  with
needles; in the Gfth thoy nre inclosd
in s not of thorns anfd nipped by poisons
ous locustsa; In tho seyench gl the lesh
and bones ave crashod to a jolly, sl ex-
vopl the head; In she gighth the head la
denuded of skin, and the flesh bhoaton on

the raw; In the ninth the wmoulh
is filled with flee: in thoe tenth
the pounded  fosh off of the budy

i leked osnd rossted by sulphurous
flames; In the eloventh the nostells nee
subjected o all loathsome smells known
to their tormontors; in tho twelfth thoy
are to be butted by rams, oxen and buf-
fuloes, and ut lasb subjeot to erushing
prassure hy being trampled by horses,
in the thirteanth the heart will bo takon
outand sldinned, in the fourteonth the
gleull will b rubbed with gandstone un-
til it has been entirely worn from the
jolly-like moss whiloh was onge the
bodyj in tho fifteonth tho body will be
sopurnled in the middle and carciod
with tho bace, blosding ends sitting on
rod ot pliftes to the sixteonth waed,
whoere the skin will be ramoved, delod
and rolled up, after hnving writton upon
it all tho sintul deeds done by the soul
whilo an lihsbitant of she fleshy body;
aftor thav the body will ba congigned to.

of gooil roust beef and plum porridge, and; the flames.~8t. Louls Ropublic.
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