four o'elock in the morn.

‘ing  As regurds the

coast of Northumber.

with o leap out of u per.

fectly smooth sea Into a perfectly eloud-

~ lesa sky, and If there were. a5 genornlly
‘bappens, certain fogs. mists. clouds and

wapors mu about the moors and fells

among the Cheviots, they were Lo far

from the town of Warkworth for Its peo-

~ ple to seo them The long cold spring
was over at last; the wallflower on the

‘eastle wall was in blossotn. the pale prim-

roses hiad not all gone, the liac was

to rout its blossoms. the

was nbroad, the swallows were

with twmultuous rush, as if

~south and longed again for the battle

e :._%mhhqnﬂnsmﬂ town and &

~ and at the other end is the castie The

- and red tlled roofs.
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‘they bad had guite enough of the sunny
‘ments of the castle and the banks of Co
quet. the woods were full of song. the
nests were full of young birds, chirping
. partly becanse they woere ulways
hungry, partly because they were rojoio:
ing in the sunshine. and all the living
eroatures in wood aod feld and river weroe
burrying. dying.
swimming. running. with inteut to eat
each other out of bouse and bome

The eyo of the sun fell upon empty
streeta and closed louses—not even a
poncher, mueh less a thief or burglar, vis-
ible In the of Northumberland. and
If there might be here and there agyp
sles’ tent. the virtuous toes of the oeru.
pants peeped out from beneath the can

!

is protty well for wickedness. tho night
watehmen slepl in their boxes, lanterns
Jlong sinee extinguished. and tize wretches
who hud no beds, no money and slendeor
‘hopes for the next day's food siept oo the
(bunky and stalls gbout the muarket  Noth.
(g stirred sxeept the bands of thecaureh
‘eloek . mnid these moved stendily . the quar
‘ternand the bour were strnck  Bul for
the cloehs the towns might have been so
many cities of the dead. each house n

Northumbrian folk began to get up—a
listle later than usudl becaise it was Sun.
day—first i the villages and farm howses,
/pext m the swall wwus. last and latest,
In Neweastle, which was ever a lie abed

‘great way from Neweastle [t has only
unestreet. At one end of it Is the ehurch

‘wtreet runs up hbill from chureh to eastle
‘fo the year 1764 the castle was more ruin.
‘ous than it showed in later years, becauso
Athe keep itsell stood roofless. i stairs
‘broken and its foors fallen in—a great
shell. seboing thunilerously with all the
winds. As for the walls, the ruined gate
‘ways, the foundations of the chapel, the
yavming vanlts and the gutted towers,

*Alvw 4t dinpatotisd and surmed oft

erecplug, cmwling, | sight!

‘then thelr countenances were Mnl;.
and whone I the sun like unte the fase

It was o day a;'whhb-umnhtng out of

¢ |the common was o happen. a day on.
& | Which gxpectation was on tiptee; and

‘when at 10 o'¢linck the first stroke of the
‘chureh bell begun, all the boys with oue

lor with linbility to discipline. Fora rod
s over ready in church us well an at
home, for the back of him who shown
himself void of understanding  The
was
him-

ened the steps of those who were lelsurely
making their way to ehurch, 80 that every
man  put best foot forard, with a
*“Hurry up. lad! Lose not this moming's
Be In time! Quink, laggurd!” an |
so forth, each to the other

At Morwick Mill, Mistress Barbars
Humble would not go to ehurch, though
ber bwotherdid Nor would she let any
other of the household go, neither her
man nor ber maid, nor the stranger, if
any, that was within ber gutes; butat
10:30 of the elock shoeaiid them together
and read aloud the Penlteatial Psalms and
the commination service.

The show, meantime, had begun. At
the frst stroke of the bell there walked
forth from the vestry room a little proces.
sion of two  Tirst came a tall, spare man
of 80 or so, bearing before him a plke
He was himself as straight und erect as
the pike be earried. be wore his best suit,
very magnificent. for it was his old uni.
form kept for Sundays and holidays—that
of a sergeant in the Fourteenth, or Berk-
shire Regiment of Foot, namely, & black
threo cornered hat, a scariot coat, faced
with yellow and with yellow cuffs, scarlet
waisteoat und breeches, white gurters and
white cravat. On the hat was in siiver
the white horse of 'his regiment and the
motto **Nee aspera terrent.” He walked
slowly down the nisle with the preeision
of a machine, and his fuce was remark-
able, because he was on duty. for baving
no on whatever You eannot draw
a face or in any way present the effigy of
a “human face which shall say nothing,
that is beyond the power of the rudest or
the most skilled artist, but some men
have sequired this power over their own
faces—diplomatists or soldiers they are
by trade. This man was o soldier He
was sogood a soldier that be had been
promoted, fimt to bo corporal, then to be
sergeant and lastly to be fugleman. whose
place was in the front before the whole
regiment, and whose duty it was to lead
the exercises at the wond of command

‘ers and Jong grasses grew upon the broken i

to perilons places by fragments of broken
be swullows Haw abouat the lofty
‘keep; the gveen woods bung upon the
above the river, and the winding
Coquet rulled mround the hill on which
the castle stood—a solitary and deserted
place. Yot in the avening there was one
weorner In which the light of a fire could
s baseen It eame from a ehamber
. the great gatwwny—that which
looks apon the meadows to the south.
‘Hero lived the fuglemmn  He bad fitted
# small window in the wall, constructed n
doar, bullt up the hroken stones. and con
stituted himself, withon' asking leave of
my Lord of Northumberiand, sole tenant
of Warkworth castle
When the first comers had looked up
‘the street and down the street, stralght
through and aeross the other, and exam.
ined the sky and inspected the borlzon,
and obtained all poible  nformation
abont the weather, thry guvo each other
the good morning, and ssked for oplulons
on the subject of hay Then oue by ane
they went baek to their houses—which
aro of stone, having very small windows
with bull's eye glass in leaden casemants,

‘After breakfast, for two hours by the
elock. they fell to stroking of stubby
ehins and to wondering when the barber
would be ready  This could not be until
stroke of 0, at least, becuuse he bud to
comb, dress and powder first the viear's
wig for Snuday  Heaven forbid that the
ehureh should be put off with anything
short of a wig newly combed and newly
surled! And next the wig of his wor.
ship. Cuthbert Carnaby, Eeq.. justice of
‘the peace, aud second cousin to bis lord-
ship, the Burl of Northumberland. pawly

with his pike. In his age and retirement
he ncted as the executive officer in all
watters connected with the ecclesinstical
and civie functiogs of the town, whether
to lead the respouses, to conduct & bap
tism, a funeral or a wedding, 10 se1 & man
in the stocksand to stand over him. to
eane o boy for laughing in church, to put
a vagrant in plllory and stand beside him,
to tie up an offender to the cart tail and
give him five dozen, or, us in the present
ease, to wrap n lad in a white sheet and
remain with him whilo be did public pen
anee for his fault. He was constable,
elerk and guardian of the peaco.

The boy who followed Iim was & tall
and lusty youth past 16, who might very
wall bave passed for 18: a boy with rosy
cheeks, blne eyes and brown bair; but his
eyes wore downeast, his choek was fushed
with shaome beeanse he was clud from
head to foot in u long white sheet, and ho
was placed so clothed. for the space of
balf an hour. while the bells rang for ser-
riee in tho chureb poreh. and then to
stand up before all the congregation to
ssk pardon of the people, nnd o repeat
the Lord’s Prayer aloud in token of re
pentance,

The porch of Warkworth charch s
large and square, fifteen foet ncrons, with
a stone benck on either side. The boy
was stationed within the poreh on the
sastern side, and elose 1o the church door,
s0 that all those who passed in must needs
behold him At his left hand stood the
fugleman, pike gronnded and” head drect,
looking struight before him, and saying
nothing except at the beginning. when
discipline for a moment gave way to
friendship and he murmured: ‘'Teart up,
Master Ralph! What odds Is a white
sheat?”

Then bo beeamo rigid. and noither spake
nor ploved.  As for the penitent, be tried

| Denr me! this Is lrvegular

Al hin Inf? Sond stoy” the funleman,
Wfimital * toe” i8Ity of s Wi atnlon,

but with poor sueeess, for his month | po

trembled, and his oyes sank, and his eolor
eame and went an the people, all of whom
lio knew, passed him with reproachful or
preying gaze  The ehinreh and the poreh
aud the eburchynrd were all oyes. ho was
himsell a gigantle monnment of shame

Here wis a lud found out und convicted
on the cleurest evidoiios und coufession,
tio bhad wnde fools of the whole town, bere
ho was before wll, undergoiug the sen
tence pronouvesd upon him by bis wor
ship Mr Carnully. and a sentenee so sel
dom pronouneed as to make it w occasion
for wonder, und the offonder was not a
gypsy o & vagrom mai, or one of them
sélves. but young Halph Embleton, of
Morwick Mill. and the offeuse was not
robbing. or pilfering. or cheatiug. or
smuggling, or beating and striking. but
quite an unususl wnd even a romantie
kind of offeuse, for which there was no
name even, and an offense not fulling
within any law

Toward wlin close of the ringing there
antersd the chureh. walking wajestically
through the lasw formed by the rustics
Mr Cuthbert Carnnby justies of the
prace, with madam his good Indy He
was wttined in s full wig and a purple
cont with lnced rutlles. lnced cruvat, a
Howered silk watsteoat, and gold buckles
in his shues. in bis band he carried n
Ihuvy fold headed stick, and under his
arm e hare s lgeed  bat s wmple
cheeks were red, and red wan his double
tehin - Though his bearing was full of au
[ thority hix eyes wore Kind, and when be
suw the boy standing tn the porel he felt
inclined W rewit the remuinder of the
punishment

“So Huiph,” be said. stopping to ad
moniah bim. “thy father was a worthy
min. be Lath not hved to wee this  But
contrign. by and do the ke no more
Nluasn uttemds folly  Thouart young, let
this be n lesson  After punishment and
repetitance cometh forgiveness, so cheer
up. my lad *

“Ralph.” sald bis wifo, with a smilo in
her eyes and a frown on her brow, |
cotild find It In my heart o fHog thee
soundly  but then thou art punished
snoiygh  Ghosts indeed! and not n muid
would go pust the enstle wfter dark, for
fear of this boyl let us bear nv more
sbout ghoxts "

She sbook her finger—they both shook
their fingers—sho wijusted her hoop, and
entered the chureh  The boy's heart Telt
lighter, Mr Carnuby and madam would
forgive him  His worship went on. bear
Loy before hin his gold headed atick nmd
walked up the alsle. to his pew, a large
mom within the ehuneel. provided with
chairs and eushions, curtains o keep of!
the dmught, and a firepluce for winter

After Mr Burnaby thers walked Inte
the poroh & man dressed I good broud
cloth with white stockings, and shoes
with sllver buckles Aund his coat had
allver buttons. which marked him for o
man of substancs  His cheehs were full
and his face fury, as If he was one who
ulthough young. lived well, and hin eyos
were sma!! and 1oo elose togathier, which
made him look like n pig It was Mathew
Humble. Ralph's eousin and guarndian

At sightof Wim the buy's faee Bushed
wrd his lips parted. but he restrained
nlmself and ssid nothing, while the fugle
man gove bim an sdmoniiory nudge with
s vlbow

The wan looked ot Ralph from top to
oo, as i examining into the armuoge
nenta and anxiona to ses that all was
orupetly and seientifically earried out

“Tata ! he said with an air of dis
stisfaction  *What is thst Call yon
this penance?!  Whers s the eandle!  Did

s worship say nothing about the candlet”

“Nothing.” replied the fugleman with
shiort s

‘“He ought to have carried o eandle
This spoils
il But—  Ahi=barehended " —he stood
w far hack as the bresdth of thé porch
aonld pllow, so ns w0 get the full effeet
uitd to observe the picture from the best
point of view—""in s long whito sheet!
Ah! bareheaded and in a long white sheet!
Ol what a disgriseeful day! These are
things, fugleman. which end “in the
lows  For an Embleton, too! If the old
min can see it what will he think of the
boy to whom be left the mill?  And to beg
pardon”—he smacked s lips with satis.
faction—"10 beg pardon of the peaple!
Ab, ant to répeat the Lord's prayer in the
ehurch—the Lord’s peayer—n the ¢charch

wloud!  The Lord’s prayer—in the chureh
~wlond-=before all the people!  Abl Dear
me--denr mal”

Ho wagged his bead, an If heo conld not
tear hhasoll away from the apectacle of
so much degradation  Then be wdded
with » smlle of perfect satisfaction u de-
tall which Le bad forgotton

11 tho Lords prayor in (tself wore some-
thing to be ashamed of he conld not hive
spoken with grester contempt.  The boy,
howaver, looked stmighit up into the reof
of the poreh, mwde no wnswer Hor seumed
to hear .

The speakoer held up both hands, shook
his boad, sighied and slowly withdrow into
the dhireh

Thon thore eame down the streat an old
lndy In o white enp, o white apron, o shawl
and biaek mittens, an old lady with u faes
Hoed all over, with kind soft eyos and
white hair, but her fuce was troubled,
Bosldo hor walked a givl of 12 or thore
abouts, dressed In white frock and straw
bt trimmed with white riloon. and white
sotton wistens, und ghe was' erying and
sobibing

“Thou mayest stand up In the shureh,”
sald tho old ludy, “when he repeats the
l.n:‘.;u Prayer, but not beside him in the
“But | belped him." she erled  “Oh, |
am a8 bad wn hel | am worso, becauso |
laughed at him and encouraged him. "

*But thou bast pot been sentenced,”
sald the old lady It Is thy punish
ment, ehlld—and a beavy one—to feal
that Ralph bears thy shume aud Lis own,
ml‘

1 was on one side of the hedge whon
Damo Ridley dropped ber basket,” the
ehild went on. erying more bitterly *1
was on one slde and be on the other Ob!
ohl ob! She sald there were two ghosta—
I was one "

When they reached the porch the girl,
at sight of the boy In the sheet, ran and
threw her arms about his neck and kissed
him, and eried aloud enough for all within
to hear:

*Oh, Ralph. Ralph, tt Is wioked of
them!”

These words were heard all over the
church, and Mathow Humble sprng to
| his foot, as If demanding that the speakor
| should be earried ofl w lnstant execution
for eontempt of court All eyes were
turned upon bis worship's pow. and |
ktow not what would have bappenesd, be
cuuse bis periwig was ssen Lo bo agitated
and the gold bead of his stick appeared
nbove the pew: but luekily. just then the
bells clashed nll wgether, frightoning the
swallows gbout the wwer so that they
flew struight to the eastlo and stayed
there. und the viewr eame out of the
vestry nnd sat down in the reading desk,
and. as was his custom. surveyed his
chureh and econgregation for o few minutes
before the service begun

It is an old ehureh of Norman work In
purts, patched up snd rebuilt from time
to timo by the Percies. but thers are wo
| monuments of them The vieur's eyes foll
| upotia plain whitewnsbed bullding. pro
| vided with rows of uncient and worm
witen benches. wory binck by wany gen
erations of worshipers The choir and the
music saf nt the west end  In front of
the chuncsl was o square space in which
waa set u loug stecl  While the vicar
walted the fugleman marched up the
nisle, followed by the boy in the sheet,
and both sat on this wiool of rmpentance
Thon the vicar rose—he waus o benignant
|old man, with white bair—~and began to
{ rend in a full and musieal voles how sin
| nors mny repent aod fud forgivensss Bt
the people thought'he meant bis words to
apply this worning especinlly and only
to the boy In the shest This made
them feel surprmingly ¢irtuous and in
elinet 1o slug priuises with o glad heart
8o, o, with the lessons one of which
dealt with the fate of & wicked king Al
the people looked at the boy In the sheot,
and folt that. under nuother name. 1t wans
s own story told Leforehand prophet
leally, and when they stood up o sing In
thanksgiving  their gratituds ook the
form of being glad that they wers not
upon the steol  When the psalms were
rend the peaple pald unusual attention.
latting the boy have the penefit of all the
penitential utternnees. but waking the joy
ous verses Lo themselves  And the Hany
they regurded as composed, as woll ns
read, exelumively for this convicted sinner
Among the elder lndies there was hope
that the offended ghosts might—some at
lenst—be present in the chureh anid seo
this bumiliation. which wonld not fall to
dispose thelr ghostlinesses to o benevolent
artitnde, and even intluence the weather

It seomed to the boy ns If that servico
nover would end  To the congregution it
seemed, on aceount of this unusual epi
sode, ns If thers never had been u service
s0 short and so exciting

Wihien the comunundments had boeen ro
cited, Ralph alwost expected o hear nn
addittornl one, “Thou shalt ot protend
o by ghost,” and 1o/ be enlled on Lo pray.
all by himself, for an inelination.of the
beart to keop that imjunetion  But the
viear threw away the opportunity and
ended as usual with the tenth commund
ment

Ho gave ont the psalm and rotired to
puton his black gown  The musig—con
sisting of & violin, s violuneello and a
clarionet—struck up the wune, and the
slioir, among whom Ralph ought to have
been, bemmed and cleared their volees, The
Northumbriens, sa s well known, have
good voleen and good ears  The tune was
*“Warwiek, " and the psalm was that which

began

‘Lo, In the moraing thou shalt hear
My voles asonod Lo thee.

Tho boy wembled becanso the words
seomed to refer to the part be was about
to play His own volce would, immed.
ately. bo ascending high, but all by itself
He saw the faco of his cousin, Mathew
Humble, ixed apon him with 1] concenled
and malignant joy  Why did Mathew
hate him with such a bitter hatred? Alsp
o saw the face of the girl who bad been

| vatne bkl s R RN
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When it was (nished. the viear atood

i pulpit walting bis worsbitp stood &
ap i s pew, bk taee tiemed wowned the

anlprit, I b b b gront gold bonded

enno Al the peaple stwred ut e onipeit

wWith ourious oves e oy stare Al o of
thdr compuiions wh he s about w0 be
tngggrad — Just then tie girl 160 her seat
and wtepped dellboratoly up the iy kol
stood beslde the toy o the sheet
the eongregstion mrimiiieed woder

The fuglmun wondhud the boy's shouls
dor and brongeht bis plke o wntion

SNy wlier me,besaid aload — Then to
the congregnrion ho wided  *And ull the
poople wtaading ~

| oonfoss wy Ml he bogan.

“1 eonfens my fult,” vopestsd boy and
girl Loguther .

“And um beartily sorry, and do beg for-
givenems

And thon tho Lord's Prayer

The boy apoke out the words clearly and
boldly. und with bis wis hourd the girl's
volce a8 well  but both were uearly
drowned by she loud voice of the figles
man

It wns over then All sat down, the
givl beside Ralph on the stool of fopont-
ane, wnd the sermon bogan.

When the vieur had drubbed the pu
to tho vory end of hin manuseript, and
service was over, the thres stood upagain
and romitined stunding il the people wore

all gone

*“Come, lnss,” sald the fugleman when
the church was empty, “we can all go
now O with that rug, Master Ralph.”

Ho unbent; his faco assumed a buman
exprassion. be lald down the pike.

“What odds, | say, I8 n white sheet?
Why, think, ‘twas a show for the lade
which thoy haven't had for many & year.
And May nigh gone alrendy, and never a
man in the stocks yet, and the pillory rot-
ting for want of custom, and never athief
floggred. nor o boar baiting 1 it "twaan't
for the cocks of & Sunday afternoon and
the wreatling, there would have been
nothing for the poor fellows but your
ghosts w keep ‘om ot of misehiof  And,
lnd,” be pointed In the direction of the
mill, “your cousin means more mischisf.
It was bim that laid Wnformation before
his worship *

“Oh!" said Ralph, clutohing his fists.

“Ay. bim i was, and his worship
thought it mean. but he was bound te
take unotice. for why suys his worship,
‘be can't let this Loy frighten all the

malds aut of their willy sonwes  Vet, for
bis own conmin and his guardian — that's
what his worship suld *

“Oh! Aguin Balph elinched his flsta

*Should L an old soldier, preach mnting?
Nover  But seeing that your vousi s no
rightful otieer of yourn, nor yet eommuis
sloned to earry plke i your company,
why, L for one"—

“What. fuglemun?”

“L for ono, if | was o well grown boy,
nigh upon 17, the pext time he guve
orders for unother six dozen, or vwen thiree
dogen, | would usk bim If be wus strong
enongh to the up u motiyper

The boy nodded bix hend

“Cousin  thof he be” eontinned

3
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fuglemun, “eaptain or Henteonnut hA -
not " 5

The boy had by this time divested lim-
sell of his sheot, nnd stood dresssd in a
long brown cont and plwnly ent wwistooat,
he oo, wors sllver buckles to his shoes,
Hie hin consin, but, not silvin buttons,
s hadr was tied with o bluck ribbon, aod
hin hut woas plain, without laes of orue
ment

When his adviser had finished, be
willked slowly down the empty churel,
band \n bund with the giel

In the poreh ho stopped, threw his arm
round ber neck and Kissed bor twice.

“No one but you, Drusy.” he sald,
“would have done it. I'll never forget
It. never. an long as | llve  Go home to
granny, my dear, and have your dinner.”

“And you will go bome. too, Ralph?”

“Yos. | am going home  I've got to
bave n talk with Mathow Humble.”

Left alone in tho church, the fugleman
sut down irreverently on tho steps of the
pulpit, and laoghed aloud.

“Mathew Humble," ho sald, *is going
to bo sstonished. ™

CHAPTER 11
THE ARTONISTIMENT OF MATHEW HUMILE

Ralph walked bomewnrd with heud
arect, oyes Hushing nud elinched fists. He
wus thinking what he should do, how he
should begin bis muting, what would be
the lssuo of the fight Whatever the
result, there would be joy I bringing, if
only for anee, hand. fist, or stick into con-
tuet with the face or figure of his sounin.
[t was o, was it, who informed aguinss
him to his worshipt It wis no other than
his cousin who had compussed this most
disagreeabls of mornlngs  And now,
doubtidss, he wulted, with o great. eane,
Lifs arrival at bome, in order 1o administer
another of thoss “corvections” of which
he wos so fond.  Hithorto, Ralph had sub-
mitted guietly; but be had besn grow-
ing: he wis within p month of 17; wasit
to bo endured that he shonld be beaten.
and flogged like s ehild of 10, because his
cousin hated him?

When ho left the flalds and turned Into
tne lane leading down into the elver, ho
beggan to louk about among the troca and
underwood as if senrehing for someth 3

Prosontly he espied a long, pliant ul S

braneh in its second year of growth which
ssomed promising  Hoout it to  length
of abont thees feet, trimmed off loaves
and twigs, balanced It eritically with a.
“antative fourish or, two dn S e

(TO BE CONTINUED.)



