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has expended a quarter million dol-
lars in excess of what the 6 per cent
law allows and outstanding warrants
for this amount eannot be paid from
this year's tax fundas.

This condition places Linn county
in a bad predicament. These war-
rants were issued by the court in
payment for money due and which
must be paid in soge way. Linn
enunty is not bankrupt and just
elaims against the county eannot,
must not, be repudiated. The courts
will enforee payment no matter if
the debt was unlawfully incurred,

Our county court is the lawfully
suthorized agent of the county. In
its ofMicial capacity the court is ad-
ministrative. It has power Lo say
what improvement shall be made
and at what cost. But the court
may not expend more money than is
provided by law. In other words,
the court is not empowered to incur
a larger debt than the money pro-
vided will discharge, without violat-
ing law and its sworn duty to the
people.

In December of each year the
eounty court makes up a tax budeet
for the probable expense of the year
following. Jt knows how much is
due the state, the pay roll for county
officials, for schools, for roads, ete,
Each separate fund must be devoted
to the specifie purpose intended and
the court commniits an uvnlawful act
when it issues a county warrant
against a special fund when such
fund is exhausted.

Now an honest mistake might be
made and a few hundred dollars in
warrants issued when the particular
fund is exhausted, but it is nonsense
to suppose that such mistakes should
amount to a quarter million dollars
and the court not know it; for our
court is composed of men who know
the law and can make ealculations
with figures. Therefore, we are
forced to conclude that the court
knowingly transcended its lawful
suthority,

Laws are enacted with the expecs
tation that they will be obeyed, and
especially public servants who are
sworn to obey the law, should be
very particular in this respect.

Now, if an individual issues a bank
check and his aceount at the bank is
overdrawn, he is punished severely

However, this “‘following up" is
relative to domestic affairs. Our
foreign policy may be and probably
will differ with that of Wilson's.
Hut the vignrous notes sent by See-
retury Hughes will almost compel a
ratifieation of the Versailles treaty
in whole or in part, if Ameriea
maintains her rights as outlined in|
these notes to England, France and |
Japan, unless we resort to the rule
of foree, which is unthinkable.

The 38 or 40 nations which now
constitute the league may lll|;n|lau'I
that the U, S. must become a mem-
ber of the league if she insists on
having a volce in world affairs,
These other nations have indieated
a willingness to modify the league
covenant somewhat in order to have
America become w member, when,
of course, Ameriea’s voice would be
heard and very likely conceded to.
But Secretary Hughes' diplomaey
will have hard sledding so long as
we continue to stand aloof,

However, in another week the
Harding foreign policy may become
known to the world. Then we will
know what this “"Yap' business
portends.

Secretary Hughes is to be com-
mended for the vigorous declara-
tions in these notes, for every Am-
eriean citizen can see the importance
of Ameriea contending for her rights
in the affairs of the world.

One of the first things congress|
will do, it is said, is to enact an
emergency tariff law, An increase
of the tariff rates will add but little,
if any, to the government revenue.
It is just & scheme in the interests
of the American manufacturer and
to make the American consumer pay
more for his goods.
e,

Congress, it is sald, will enact a

short rail lines in Oregon are facing
a serious problem created by un-
regulated bus operation.

All cordially invited. Expressman

H. B. ILER, l’utor
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At committee hearings when regu-
lation of automobyle lines was under-
| consideration by the legisisture, it
was stated by representatives of the
Oregon Electric that in 1920 the sys-
tem paid no return whatever on the
investment and, moreover, after
paying taxes, showed a defieit in
operating expenses of $279,000,

The tendency of automobile bus
operation is taward growth, It is
under no form of regulation as re-
gards safety, convenience and ade
quacy of service, rates, or station
facilities. The railroad is regulated
in all these particulars. The busses
at times use the railroad’'s station
facilities without cost to them, The
railroad proyides its own right of
way and road bed. The bus travels
on the free highway, built and paid
for by the publie. [t seeks only the
higher-rate one-way travel. [t of-
ters no commutation tickets to tue
resident of the close-in communi-
ties, and the effect on these of fail-
ure of electric interurban service
would be most severe.

It will not be disputed that the
asutomobile bus is a natural develop-
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Fancy & Staple Groceries

Garden and Field Seeds
China and Glassware

All sold at live and let live prices

Roll Films developed, pictures

anted and enlargements made
rom your hlms. All work
turned out promptly.

Give us a tnal.
J. F. WESELY
Scio, Oregon

ment of hard surface road construe-
tion and perfection of auto locomo-

tion, But its development ought to
be on a basis fair to competitors
and fair to the publie, It now meets
neither of these moral requirements.
They will of necessity have to be
made legal requirements sooner or
later. —Portland Oregonian.

There were two fatalities in Oregon
due to Industrial accldents during the
week ending March 24 according to a
report prepared by the Industrial aecl-
dont commission. The vielims were
Herbert W. Notter, shipyard worker,
Portland, and Sanford H. Holgats,

“budget” law. Well, if it does not
provide for an “‘emergency board”
at the same time a budget law may

meatl cutter, Astoria. A wotal of 3864
aaﬂdmumrwnrtdumu-

Now is the Time to Purchase Your

FARM LIGHT & POWER OUTFIT

Ask these well known men why they purchased eur plant:

L H. Copeland, Crabtree; Wm, Volkman, Crabtree; Walter Blackburn,
Seio; George Schlerth, Crabtree; 0. B. Keebler, Lebanon; Wdurl’o-
land, Shed And many others,

Paul Automatic Water Syﬂuns
Perfection Milking Machines (Nature's Mdket)
Anker Holth Cream Sepamlli: Tbe Only Self Bal-

Electric Wiring by Licensed and Bonded Mcn-E.ﬁlm
Cheerfully Furnished

THE ELECTRIC STORE. Inc.
27 W. First st "'hone 20, AIJ}ANY. . Ol ', 0. Building
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