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ROAD LEGISLATION.

There arc several good roads bill» 
now in inculmtion in the Oregon leg« 
islature and doubtlcM aome of them 
will matérialité into law«. All of 
them so far an yet heard from are 
haM-'l upon state bond issues.

In the light of the ex|x*nencr the 
road bonding act of two year» ago 
has given ua and the arbitrary plan» 
of the state roada commission in 
aelling the bonds and expending the 
money, the people outside of Port­
land and the Columbia river coua- 
lie* are not friandly to bond issues

We have given up the* automobile 
license money to thia good roads 
proposition; have had our roads des­
troyed by autos at home, and others 
running up and down the state, but 
In order to got any benefit from the 
>6,(MM),(MM) tiond issue we must run 
down to Portland to take a ride on 
the Columbia highway which our 
money has h> Ijied to build.

The people generally and in Linn 
county in particular are opposed to 
becoming obligated for the payment 
of bonds unless we have some of the 
lienetila. We think our own roads 
are of more importance to ua at 
least than are the joy riding roada 
up and down the Columbia river. 
Wo urn* <>ur roads, such as they are. 
for business purposes as well as for 
joy riding and we insist that our 
money at least shall be expended on 
roads which are of some benefit tn 
ourselves So we object to any­
road plan which involves a bond is­
sue which docs not inure to our 
lienefit in aome measure.

The people of Linn county are 
willing to vote bonds and are willing 
to buy bonds providing the bonds 
they buy the proceeds of which are 
expended on Linn county roada.

Hut they will not vote bonds and 
have the money turned over to a 
Portland road commission to spend 
the proceeds wheresoever such com­
mission elects to expend it.

The IS,(MM).(MM) bond iasue will be 
practically exhausted this year As 
yet Linn county has not had a cent 
of benefit therefrom though we have 
given up 110.000 or more of our 
automobile license to the scheme. 
We simply have the promise of ten 
miles of hard surface road leading 
from Jefferson to Albany. Let ua 
hope we get this favor from the 
commission for the 1200,000 to 1300.- 
000 we will be Compelled to pay of 
the bond issue We feel that thia 
ahort atrip of road is coating ua more 
than double what we ourselves could 
build it for. Therefore Linn county 
will oppose another bond issue, aa 
she did the >6.000.000, unUa. she

at its next arsdon as an indication 
of some ru-ed of a system of Com­
pulsory voting The constitution of 
the commonwealth now gives the 
legislature th«- authority tn make 
provision for thia if it desires." 

Academically ami practically the 
end sought is justttied. But whether 
just ifiable mean» can be found is the 
question The right to vote is the ! 

Wall aet’ve esarnce of ritizen«hip. Many 
loinker» bought the U. S. of the political evils from which we 

suffer are due to the lax exercise of 
that right. Th»> public suffers from 
it. The right to vote 1» possib'y the 
most valuable right of citizenship, 
but of what value is it cither to the 
individual citiacn <>r th«* community 
if it is not exercised?
is not apprveiau-d and 
count in the gtmrral 
should it )m* retained?

Senator Ranks ha» at least slarte«i 
an interesting <ii«cunsion that ought, 
if it were conducted vigorously, to 
have its educational effect, 
land Telegram

duct the Civil war appeal was made 
to the lianks of Wall street. New 
York, and (h«w I tanker» refused to 
float the greenback currency with-

U* tin exception clause 
street I—* ~ •< o
ixiods at a discount with greenback» 
and then when the war was over
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has some assurance that she will re- worth nearly two and one-half dol- 
cslve her full share of such bond lars in greenbacks. Gold, except on 
issue, the same pi be «apcnd«-d on the Pacific Coast, disappeared from 
Linn county roads. circulation

Unn county would favor a bond- When congress was compelled to 
mg law for r<>ad purptwrs somewhat borrow money with which b* Con­
an follows: la*l the state umicr 
write the b»«nds and offer them to 
the counties for sale at par with the 
understanding that the money aris­
ing from the sal« of such bonds in 
each individual county would be 
turne«i over to such county for road 
building purposes. Then the peopi«*
would buy the bond» for they would went down to Washington city and 
feel that they would receive a direct hail congrt-ss (tass "the credit 

Of course the slate muld str<*ngthening act" which made the 
bonds. prmci|«l as well as interest, 
nay able m gold at their par value 
Y«*s. Wall street took advantage of 
th«- g-ivcrnment's neci^witics and 
doubled her money which she had 
in\e»t»-d in the liond» Had the ex­
ception clau»e not i*en placed on 
the grventiack they would have been 
a» go-»] as gold and the bonds 

A good ■ would not have »old at a discount.
When the ngional bank law was 

enacted under the Wilson adminis- 
tration th«- iisrtn« r»hip which had 
exist« <| onev the Civil war hetw«-en 
the government and Wall street was 
diawilv«-d When the government 
i-k tii-l currency it wai done through 
(h«-iH regional bank», and mark you. 
them- regional bank notes or modern 
gn-> nback», do not carry an excep­
tion clans«- They are as good aa 
gold for they perform every function 
in trade that gold will.

In the Civil war loans but aliout 
thr«*« billions of dollars in bomla 
were float««! Wall str«*ct forced 
the price of th«-ae I Kinds down 
low a» Wi cents at one-time ami 
thia discount they were paid for 
currency not woith but 50 cents 
gold.

Dunng the great war just closed 
four great Iwmd isnucs aggregating 
six times the total bond iasue of the 
Civil war were floated at par. But 
Secretary McAdoo did not take 
them to Wall street for sal«. Oh! 
no. He simply appealetl to the 
peopi«* iv ho bought the l»«nds as a 
■«triotic <luty.

President Wilson's political ene- 
mu- ar«* endeavoring in everv way 
they can to minimize the good things 
he has done ami to magnify any 
mistakea which may have tieen. 1 
But they cannot condemn the oper­
ation <>f the regional liank. the rural 
credits, an-1 very manv other laws 
which have lieen enacted in the in­
terest not of Wall street bankers, 
but in those of the pt*ople.

Of courm* President Wilson 
made mistaken, what president 
not? Washington ami Lincoln 
(•rant and Roosevelt all made them. 
All were 
lime and 
has done 
his own 
<|emn«<d. 
if he did 
never on«- word has lieen heard con­
demning the regional bank act. 
that oru* act. the finest constructive 
financial legislation in the history of 
our government, la enough tn stamp* 

his administration a success.
With the establishment of a league 

of nations and which will mark the 
eml <*f wars Ln-(ween nations proba- 
bl«. WiHwirow Wilson will go down 
in I -lory as the great«rst of great I 
prt - dents. _______

receive 
of two 
It is a

lienefit.
require that roada constructed from 
thia money shall tie »tan-1 a rd and in 
accordance with the best up to date 
method of construction The people 
would gladly comply with such re 
quiremenls for they would be get­
ting direct lienefit

We want no more good roads 
bond issues as eondueted under the 
Henson road commission,
road in Clatsop, Colu ulna or Hood 
River counties is of no value to th« 
people of Linn county. No doubt 
the people of those count les enjoy 
their good roads. Th«-y ought t< 
for they could not have them with 
out ths help of the other Counties 
of the state which the vote of Mult 
nomah county gave them.

Perhaps the people will 
value from the bond issue 
years ago in exjierw-nco.
foregone conclusion that tm-y will 
not get value in good roada. If so 
the proposed 110,000,000 now under 
consideration by the legislature may 
be ao safeguarded that each county 
will receive value commensurate 
with its obligation Hut Multnomah 
county must not be permitted to 
pull off a deal <>n the state as raw 
m that of two year» ago

If the patent paving mad com 
panics can lie kept away fr- in the 
»tate house we are likely to have a 
liond measure enacted which in a 
measure will be just and equitable 
to all the people. Hut to be juit 
such bond issue should bo required 
to lie sold at not less than ¡>ar and 
the proceeds so handled that each 
dollar arising therefrom will be pro 
ductive of a dollar's worth of bene­
fit <>n the mads.

The stale now has n lime plant 
which we are-told will furnish him- 
for fertilising purpoarx at less than 
half the coat which private lime 
concerns would supply it. Cannot 
the stale manufacture cement and 
thus secure a great saving? Cer­
tainly if our mad* must lie paved, 
and they must, we ought to lie able 
to cut out the profiteering feature 
This cannot be nor will not Im* done 
if the Warren Construction Co. or 
any other patent road*concern ha» 
anything to do with framing the law 
or anything to do with executing 
the law after its enactment

TWO FINANCIAL SYSTEMS.

If the Wilson administration »ball 
have nothing more to its credit than 
the enactment of the regional liank 
law it will gr> down in history as the 
greatest constructive administration 
which our 144 years of governmen­
tal life will have given us.

The republican party had conduct 
of the Civil war and evolved a fin­
ancial system. For brevity it may 
be termed the "greenback" system. 
The democratic party has had con­
duct of America's share of she great 
world war now being concluded, 
and has developed a financial system 
known as the regional bank plan. 
With each of these systems a cur­
rency issue was evolve«].

The greentiack currency was made 
legal tender by congress for all debts 
public and private, except duties on 
imports and interest on the public 
debt. The result of thia exception 
clause tdaced gold at a premium 
At one time the gold dollar w»<

If its value 
not made to 
la-half. why
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E. I >. ,M yi-rx, ( a bier
I toes a general listi king bustix-a», 

receives deposits subject tochers, pay»’ Millon A Miller, collector 
ternal revenue at Psrtland, 

' reiving many inquiries concerning 
the provision- of (he n*-w revenue 
hill providing for income and other 
taxes, ami numerous r<«|ucst» arc 
being mad«- for forms on which to 
make teturns

Collector Miller says that no defi­
nite information can be given or 
forms furnished until the bill has 
finally passed congress and becomes 
a law. It will then take s>ime little 
time to have forms printed and 
reaily for di»trihution. He has ar­
ranged to send out a g« n< ral notifi­
cation from his office s>> (hat all tax 
(layers may Is- inform«-«l promptly 

j of the provisions of the propnm-d 
j law The organization of his field 
| force will tie such as to render every 
1 possible HsMstano- to tax (layers 
throughout th«* »late of Oregon ami 
deputies will lx* located at many ad- 
vanlsgi-ous point» so that informa­
tion mav lx* ix-curi d direct to guide 
them in making return» when the 
proper lime arrives.

The liasic principles <>f the »Id in­
come tax law will no doubt lx* a(> 
pile«! to the provisions of the new 
law and it would lx* well for every 
individual and Corporation to pre­
pare figur«*» and ascertain thr exact 
amount uf incorn«- as to tie ready 
to make return with as little delay 
aa possible.
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ha« 
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and

criticized for their acta 
again. Pn-suient Wilson 
some things which even 
party friends have con­
ile would not be human 

not err sometimes. Hut

Compulsory Voting.

If the leginlaturv does away with 
the millage tax to support county 
fairs many if not most of such fairs 
will go flooey. Better cut out 
state fair and save the county 
hibitiona.

MaTKKUKI OkwooN
B. r. D. N». I IO>«m Ua Seaaa 11^,

I Sale dates arranged for at The Scio 

Tribuni- Office. Scio, Ore.
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Britons Respect Wilson.

Senator (tanks would have com­
pulsory voting. He would impose 
a lienalty for the disuse of the elec­
tive franchise. Perhaps it would be 
well if the end sought could be 
practically worked out.

The appended tiaragraph, clipped 
fmm the Boston Herald, will show 
that Senator Hanks is not alone in 
this view:

"The abnormally «mall vote cast 
at the recent Boston election will 
douMlesa be urged the legislature svotd the rush

L>ndon. Winston Spencer Chur­
chill, secretary of state for war in 
the new British cabinet, in a speech 
at the American Society dinner to 
Ambassador John W Davis. in re­
viewing President Wil»>n‘s srrviius, 
said that the crowds which thronged 
the streets of L>ndon during the 
president's visit "showej how keen'y 
and shrewdly the British (x*o(ile u'l- 
dentood and appreciated President 
Wilson’s work for the world."

"He made us realize," CoIm el 
Churchill continued, that he grain­
ed and understood our unique situ.« 
lion and our »i»-ciat condition in re­
gard to all that cm.crrn» d the se­
curity of grear Britain on t ie »-as. 
He took away 
the r< q» -ct u 
statesman, 
liking and confidence of the great 
mass of the British people."

ly wt»-n h«- left not only 
dtff- to a world famous 
but also the tiersonal

The Tribune has blank applications 
for auto or chaurfeer Ix-rnse (or I9IJ). 
"‘»ml in your application at once and 
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ALBANY ORE(J< )\

Agricultural Credit

Corporation of Oregon

Our twenty year rural credit plan 
of loaning m.c < . 'o farmers helps 
you to g. t out of debt, t’nderm.-r 
form of loan th«- TOTAL amount 
of interest paid during iu ENURE 
perKwi of twenty years, is actually 
leas than (»-r c« nt interest. 
Write u» .■ r l> t

IIF J Ki R A* BE \ \| A grill»
133 Ly<>n St

AIIi.miv, Or««g«iii

St. Francis 
Hotel

ALBANY. ORE.1
Meals 35 and 50 cents 

Room 50c and Up 
GRAN F PIRTLE, Proprietor


