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All of the wars in which the Unit­
ed Stales have engaged. have result­
ed in developing one or more heroes 
whom the people have delight«*d to 
honor. And. a* a rule, these heroes 
have been men of humble origin, ¿¡¡¡’Who will de- 
who cam«* to the front Ix-cause of 
their native ability. Furthermore.) 
everyone of our wars has produce»! 
a hero who. afterwards was raised 
to the highest office within the gift 
of the people.

Th«* revolutionary war produced 
General» Washingjon. Green, Put­
nam, Marion an«i others of wonder­
ful prowess and bravery, 
led their men to victory 
hard fought fields.

General Washington 
proud position of being "Father of 
his country" and was twice elected 
its president. The war of 1812 
gave us heroes on both land and sea 
as well as the great lakes. No 
braver man ever lived than he whose 
last command to his sailors was 
"Don’t give up the ship” or he who 
won or* of the 
victories in naval 
when the liatlle 
dispatch to the 
Washington in 
words; 
and he is ours.

No learn remarkable was the vic­
tory al New Orleans, by General 
Jackson who. with raw and undi»- 
ciplin«*»! troop«. inferior in number, 
def«*al«*d the (lower of the British 
army, under General Packingham. 
Our country rewarded General Jack­
son with the presidency for tw«» 
terms.

The Mexican war gave us Generals 
Taylor and Scott, neither of whom 
lost a battle during that war. Gen­
eral Tavlor commenced the war in 
northern Mexico and, afterwards, 
was tewarded with the presidency. 
General Scott entered Mexico terri­
tory at Vera Crux and made a drive 
for Mexico City, which he captured 
ami SOded the war. General Scott 
afterwards was a nominee for the 
presidency, but was defeated.

Then came the civil war which 
developed many heroes in both the 
north and the south. When the 
names of Generals Grant. Sherman. 
Sheridan, Thomas. McPherson and 
others of the north are mentioned 
and Generals lee. "Stonewall" Jack- 
son. Johnson, of Shiloh fame and 
others of the south, it causes the 
average American to feel proud to 
be a member of a nation which can 
produce such men. ('«eneral Grant 
was afterwards twice elected presi­
dent and his memorable words "Let 
us have peace” will ever live in the 
hearts of his countrymen.

The war with Spain, which was 
abort, did not fail to develop more 
heroes. When Comodore Dewey 
sailed into Manila bay. the condition 
of which he was ignorant, and 
utterly destroyed the Spanish fleet, 
he accomplished a daring though

not a very difficult f»Mit. His eom- 
—“d "You can commence firing, 

Iley” are words which have be- 
recorded in history and should 

miiliar to all our srhool boys 
and'jrirla. Rut we must g<> to Cui« 
and jut San Juan hill for the hero 
whoWterwards became president. 
Theodore Roosevelt acquitted him­
self with credit in this battle, though 
his elevation to the presidency was 
chiefly due to his activities in New 
York politics Thus esch of our 
wars have given us a president all 
taken from the army. While our 

f*. navy has produced heroes nt emi­
nent renown, whose names we 
mention with pride, th»*y have not 
been men who have figure»! in poli­
tics in any way. But John Paul 

I Jones, of the revolution, Ijiwrence
and Peery of the second war with 
Great Britain, Faragut and others 
of the civil war and Dewey, Clark 
am! Schley of th«* Spanish war. all 

I are proud names in 
I history. We delight 
* memories.

We are now just
greatest war of all history. On both 
land am! m*m. opportunities to show 
both courage and skill will, doubt­
less, be developed aplenty. Who

velop a skill and courage which will 
ba, not only a matter of pride to 

; the American |*ople, but to the 
entire world.

Of a certainty we will have no 
reason to blush for the actions of 
either our soldiers or sailors. The 
achievm«*nta of the American soldier 
and sailor in previous wars is such 
that it will be an inspiration to our 
sailors in the North wa or to our 
soldiers in the trenches of northern 
Erance. Our birdmen are now win­
ning such laurels with the French 
army that they have won medals of 
honor ami unstinted praise from the 
French people. Will the prearnt 
war develop a future president re­
mains yet to Im* sewn.

DEFEAT THE RURAL
BONDS.

As election dav approaches. the 
tide of nubile opinion seems Increas­
ing in force against the bond issue. 
Even if the outlined proposed road 
improvement plans were katisfac- 
lorv, the ¡teople are beginning to 
«V, thia is not a time when any 
public expense should be undertaken, 
which can lie avoided. We are just 
entering the world war, the success­
ful prosecution of which will, prob­
ably. tax the national resources to 
the utmost and scarcity of labor will 
cause a greatly increased cost should 
road (uiving now be undertaken. 
There are numerous reasons why 
the proposed road bond lasue should 
tie defeated at the present time, 
even if th«* wealth and population 
of the state fully justified the under­
taking. jmiong which we mention 
the following:

The plan was f»rmulal«*d or given 
birth at a banquet at the Henson 
hotel in Portland, just a few days 
before the close of the legislative 
session and the |>a»<<ag«* of th«* meas­
ure was driven through without giv­
ing legislators a reasonable time to 
deliberate upon and to duly consider 
it. At the banquet there were no 
doubt lepresenlativea of the paving 
companies, which are deeply inter­
ested in the success of the scheme. 
They are interest«*d because the life 
of patented pavement will expire in 
a short time when, of course, there 
would be no rakeuff in the way of 
royalties for them. Hence (to them) 
the vital necessity of quick action. 
Admitting the value of paved high­
ways. they can be construct«^! 
or three years hence without 
extra charge of royalty.

Labor shortage which is now be-
■ng felt in many localities and which 
will be accentuated as the season 
advances, is another very strong goods before

speaking, then, the United States 
at the .-nd of a y« ar. properly to 
equip an army of a million men. 
must have available not leas than 
two million rifle«, and it has not got 
two million Springfields and cannot 
ixtssibly get them in a rear or in 
two years.

Th»* United States army today has 
in use and io r«*srrve 800,000 Spring-1 
firld rifles. These guns are manu­
facture«! at the Springfield and Rock 
Island asenals and only these two 
plants are equipped to manufacture 
rifles of that tyi*. The capacity of 
th"* i*■> arasaato cambine»! is only 
200.000 a year with a single shift 
of eight hours, but by working three 
shifts the output Could be increased 
to 500.000 in a vear it ia said.
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reason why the bond issue should be 
defeated Oregon has. as yet. con­
tributed but about 3500 soldiers for 
the war. If this number has devel­
oped a labor shortage, what will it 
Is* in a few weeks when the selective 
draft is in full operation, wiwn Ore­
gon will have to furnish double the 
numlwr which have already enlisted' 
The ln»nd boosters say that the road 
operation* under the Imnding act, 
can be suspended until conditions 
become normal again. That is to 
sav. the money received by the sale 
of bonds upon which interest must 
be paid, will lay idle in the (tanks 
ami the money received from the 
double auto tax, will Im* deflected 
from the various counties where it 
would Im* used in bettering th«* 
roads.

Anothrr very important reason 
why the bonds should be defeated is 
the fact that the purpose is to use. 
by far. the largest part of the funds 
to develop pleasure and scenic roads. 
Had it not I men that Portland is 
very anxious to have the Columbia 
highway completed. It is doubtful if 
we would ever have heard of the 
proposed road bond*. Portland, of 
course, desires to be in quick auto 
touch of her seaside resorts. never­
theless she has both train and boat 
service to them at hours which suit 
the convenience of must people 
But them* convenient sources of 
transportation are not enough. A 
third route for the autos must lie 
provided and thia bonding scheme 
was provided to supply this purely 
pleasure nee«!; for ail know 
business need is nil.

Now should this bonding 
Im* postponed until the war 
and norms! conditions are again re­
stored. no commercial interests 
will suffer in the least. Then labor 
will be more plentiful, the business 
interests will be more stable and the 
people can feel more sure of what 
future conditions will be. And. 
perhaps, by that time paving patents 
will have expired and the state will j 
have establishiM cement plants so 
that paving can be nrovided at a 
minimum of rust. Also, our road 
enthusiasts, by that time, may be­
come convinced that market roads 
are of more importance to the state 
than are roads for tourist travel an»! 
joy riders. Two or three years of 
delay will not injure our state in 
anv way and may result in a finan­
cial benefit. Look at the matter in 
any wav you may and good common 
horsr sense admonish»« to not be too 
hasty. We all want good roads but 
let us be sure that our state good 
roads commisMon can deliver the 

trust it too far. ,
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